
 

 

Readsboro Planning Commission 
Minutes of the April 12, 2022 Meeting 

Held at the Parish Hall 
Not approved until signed below 

 
Present:  Bartholomew Howes, Mike Cole, Joseph Berard, Susan Bailey, and Acting Zone Administrator 
Omar Smith 
Guests:  Helyn Strom Henriksen, Robert Matte 
Absent:   Inger Strom Henriksen (Inger had planned to attend via Zoom but Sue couldn’t get it to work) 
 
Meeting called to order by the Chair at 5:07 PM 
 
Minutes of March 8, 2022 meeting were reviewed.  Bart made motion to approve as written, seconded 
by Mike, all in favor, so moved. 
 
Hot topic for Commissions was concern and some review of the new ATV Ordinance submitted for 
review by the Selectboard.  Anyone with an interest of supporting the ATV trail system and its current 
functioning was requested to send their letter of support or concern on to the Selectboard or to 
member of the ATV Trail System.  One change in the proposed language removes Tunnel Street as one 
of the locations that ATV user can travel in the Village.  There also seems to be some issues on other 
portions of the designated trails. At this meeting there was not much mention of other changes except 
that other portions of the system are under some scrutiny. 
 
Additional conversation also discussed the benefit to the Readsboro Community as the ATV trail system 
attracts individuals that enjoy outdoor recreation such as the ATV trails, snowmobiles, hiking – All of 
these activities bring customer to our local businesses.  The Readsboro Inn, the Readsboro General Store 
and other businesses are seeing increasing business and don’t forget those that have purchased 
property for their weekend and vacation recreation in Readsboro. 
 
Quick review of chapters one and two of the Town Plan was discussed and it was determined that 
reaching out for information on housing, employment of Readsboro Residents and other community 
related community and comparisons will be acquired from  established agencies both local and state 
(could include transportation, commercial/businesses, population, etc.) 
 
After many years in Readsboro, the Readsboro School on Tunnel Street will be closing its doors.  In this is 
the result of the Readsboro Central School acquiring a one year grant that supported children of age 3-4 
to be moved to the Readsboro Central School.  This left only a couple of children at the current 
Readsboro School on Tunnel St.  The building is currently up for sale. 
 
There is one other child care site available in Readsboro on Jarvis Hill. 
 
The “Hamlet” has been mentioned at a few of the Planning Commission Meetings and we again had 
more to say on this section of Town.  There seems to be real interest in the part of Town, not clear what 
that means exactly.  It’s a rather small section of the Town with a historic significance.  This also brought 



up the Alpenwald issue as there is a section of Alpenwald property that it located away from the primary 
community.  Question arose as why it is designated as that or should it be designated differently, or 
connected in some way to the primary site.   
 
Information received from WRC for assisting towns to develop and energy plan as part of the work on 
the Town Plan. 
 
Commissioners asked Bob Matte to leave the meeting at this time as they wished to discuss his potential 
appointment as Zoning Administrator.  Omar asked if he could make a suggestion before Bob left.  Omar 
asked the Commissioners to consider appointing someone to be able to substitute for the ZA should he 
not be able to do his responsibilities (due to sickness, extended vacation and such).   
 
Bob left the meeting and the Commissioners spent just a few minutes in discussion regarding his 
appointment.  Final decision will be made at the May 10, 2022 meeting. 
 
There being no further business, Bart made motion to adjourn, seconded by Joe, all approved, so 
moved.  Meeting adjourned at 6:20 PM 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Susan Bailey, Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


