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Siege Batteries of the Royal Garrison Artillery were equipped with heavy howitzers, 

sending large calibre high explosive shells in high trajectory, plunging fire. The usual 

armaments were 6 inch, 8 inch and 9.2 inch howitzers, although some had huge 

railway- or road-mounted 12 inch howitzers. As British artillery tactics developed, the 

Siege Batteries were most often employed in destroying or neutralising the enemy 

artillery, as well as putting destructive fire down on strong points, dumps, store, roads 

and railways behind enemy lines. 

An unidentified British soldier standing with a 9.2 inch howitzer Mk I, named Berdameda, which 

was supporting the Australians on the Somme. The camouflaged box in front of the gun is known 

as a dirt box, which was filled with soil and attached to the gun to act as a counterweight to the 

force of the blast and keep the gun in position.   


