GUNNER WILFRED JOHN CALLOW

113" Siege Battery Royal Garrison Artillery

Service Number 169256

Wilfred Callow died of wounds in northern France on November 26"

1917 aged 36 years. He is buried at CWG Potijze Chateau Grounds
Cemetery near Ypres, Belgium.

Born in Great Brington, Northamptonshire on October 29" 1881, Wilfred
was the second son of John and Annie Callow. He had two younger
sisters, Rose and Mary and an older brother, Lewis George and was
educated at Great Brington school.

In 1907 Lewis married Elizabeth Ann Percival in Newport Pagnell,
Buckinghamshire and came to live at No. 56 Great Brington. They had
two children, Gladys born in 1908 and died in infancy and Kenneth who
was born in 1910. Wilfred worked as a house painter on Althorp Estate.

At the outbreak of World War 1, Wilfred joined the Northamptonshire
Police Force as a Reserve Constable and was stationed at Weston Favell
and then Harlestone.

Wilfred’s older brother, Lewis, served as a Private in the Kings Own
Royal Lancaster Regiment in Macedonia and survived the war.
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All communications respecting this Photograph should quote
the number (ﬁﬂ/3‘/l){3’ and be addressed to :—
Direotor-General of Graves Registration and Engquiries,
War Office.
Winchester House,
St. James's Square,
London, S.W., 1.
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Siege Batteries of the Royal Garrison Artillery were equipped with heavy howitzers,
sending large calibre high explosive shells in high trajectory, plunging fire. The usual
armaments were 6 inch, 8 inch and 9.2 inch howitzers, although some had huge
railway- or road-mounted 12 inch howitzers. As British artillery tactics developed, the
Siege Batteries were most often employed in destroying or neutralising the enemy
artillery, as well as putting destructive fire down on strong points, dumps, store, roads
and railways behind enemy lines.

An unidentified British soldier standing with a 9.2 inch howitzer Mk I, named Berdameda, which
was supporting the Australians on the Somme. The camouflaged box in front of the gun is known
as a dirt box, which was filled with soil and attached to the gun to act as a counterweight to the
force of the blast and keep the gun in position.



