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THE VIDEOGRAPHER: This is the videotaped

deposition of Peter Belmont in the matter of

Merrill King and Karen King v. Saint Petersburg

Preservation, Inc., et al.

Today's date is December 13th, 2019. The time

is approximately 2:15 p.m.

Would counsel please introduce themselves for

the record.

MR. HAYDEN: Good afternoon. Tyler Hayden

appearing on behalf of the plaintiffs, Merrill and

Karen King.

MR. LABBEE: Michael Labbee on behalf of the

plaintiffs.

MS. VESELY: Shirin Vesely on behalf of Anne

Dowling, Derek Hess, and Allendale Terrace.

MR. ROSS: Howard Ross on behalf of Preserve

the 'Burg and Peter Belmont.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Would the court reporter

please swear the witness.

PETER B. BELMONT,

the witness herein, being first duly sworn on oath, was

questioned and testified as follows:

THE WITNESS: I do.

MR. HAYDEN: This is just a preliminary

matter. Please let the record reflect that Emily
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Elwyn is also in the room with us.

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. HAYDEN:

Q. Sir, could you please state your name for the

record?

A. Peter Belmont.

Q. And have you ever had your deposition taken

before?

A. I have.

Q. When was the last time you had your deposition

taken?

A. Earlier today.

Q. So because you had your deposition taken

earlier today, I think I'm going to skip over some of

the preliminaries.

You do understand some of the rules that

Mr. Labbee went through earlier this morning, correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. So if you could just make audible

responses, no head nods, that type of thing, that way we

can get a clear record.

Do you understand that?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Now, you mentioned earlier a little bit

about your educational background. I think you said

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963
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that you had a J.D. from Florida State?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay. What was your undergraduate degree in?

A. Political science.

Q. And do you have any other degrees?

A. No.

Q. What about certificates?

A. No.

Q. Real estate license?

A. No.

Q. So do you have any historical preservation

certificates or licenses of any kind?

A. No.

Q. Have you ever taken any educational seminars

or classes on historical preservation?

A. I have.

Q. Where were those at?

A. I don't recall what the particular topic was.

I believe I attended one once up in Washington. I‘ve

attended Preserve the 'Burg seminars here locally.

Q. When was the first time that you attended a

historical seminar or class?

A. I don't recall.

Q. Was it more than 20 years ago?

A. If we're counting seminars that were put on by

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963
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Preserve the 'Burg, probably.

Q. Okay. I would like to be able to skip over

some of these issues too. Earlier this morning when you

were testifying as a corporate representative of

Preserve the 'Burg, you testified at length about

discovery issues.

Do you remember that?

A. Yes.

Q. And you testified about how you searched for

e—mails, text messages, and other documents that were

responsive to the plaintiff‘s request for production.

Do you remember that?

A. Correct.

Q. So you do remember that?

A. Yes.

Q. Without having to go back and rehash all of

that, would your responses to that line of questioning

regarding discovery and how you searched for documents,

would that also apply to how you searched for e-mails

and text messages that were responsive to plaintiff's

request for production that were Peter Belmont‘s

personal text messages and e—mails?

A. Yes.

Q. Thank you. I think that cuts off about 3O or

4O minutes.

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963
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So if I asked that same line of questioning

regarding discovery in your personal capacity, your

testimony would, essentially, be the same?

A. Essentially, yes.

Q. Okay. There‘s one thing —— and if I missed

it, I apologize, but do you have a personal computer?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Did you search through that personal

computer for responsive e—mails and text messages?

A. Yes.

Q. And anything that was searched for and found

was, ultimately, provided to your counsel and then

produced?

A. Provided to counsel and —— at least in large

part, if not totally produced. I mean, clearly there

are communications between myself and counsel that have

not been produced.

Q. Of course. And we wouldn't expect to get

those.

Now, you mentioned that you went to Eckerd

College for undergrad, correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Are you originally from the St. Petersburg

area?

A No

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963
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Q. Where are you originally from?

A. New Jersey.

Q. When did you move to the Tampa Bay area?

A. '72.

Q. Would that have been before you attended

undergraduate at Eckerd College?

A. That was for college.

Q. And have you, essentially, lived within

St. Petersburg ever since?

A. Pretty much.

Q. So it‘s fair to say that you‘re pretty

familiar with the City of St. Petersburg, having lived

here for 4O years?

A. I think so. I guess it depends in particular

what aspect of it, but I think generally.

Q. Are you familiar with the Allendale and

Allendale Terrace neighborhoods?

A. Again, at least generally I am.

Q. How are you familiar with them?

A. In part by, you know, walking through them,

driving through them, bicycling through them. We

discussed earlier this morning that I know Ray Arsenault

who lives in the neighborhood. And in parts of

Allendale, Preserve the 'Burg has given tours.

Q. So do you personally believe that those

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963
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neighborhoods contain historic properties?

A. I do.

Q. And when I say "historic properties," I mean

not just properties that have been designated as

historic, but properties that you personally feel could

be designated as historic. Is that true?

A. Correct. I believe they contain —— or they do

contain designated properties as well as additional

properties that I believe would qualify for designation.

Q. Now, outside of the Doc Webb home, have you

ever undertaken or assisted with any historical

designations within Allendale or Allendale Terrace?

A. I have.

Q. Can you elaborate on that, what property it

was, that type of thing?

A. I believe the property was at the corner of

MLK and I think it's 39th. It's 39th or 40th. There

were people within the neighborhood who sought

designation of that property. It's another example

where there was a designation sought by someone other

than Preserve the ‘Burg in which, ultimately, after some

discussions, there was a compromise reached and owner

support for the designation in a manner that was

different than the way it was submitted.

Q. I‘m just trying to understand, then. On the
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corner of 39th and MLK, is that -—

A. 39th and maybe 40th, like I said.

Q. Is that that Kate Allen, that big stone house

that‘s there?

A. That describes a number of them, but yes.

Q. Okay. All right. About what year was this

that -- this designation we're talking about?

A. I'm not sure. It was probably four to five

years ago.

Q. You mentioned that there was a compromise that

was reached, right?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay. Does that mean that the owner

originally opposed designation?

A. Correct.

Q. And what was the compromise that was reached,

if you can recall?

A. Modified property boundaries for the

designation.

Q. Modified how?

A. The ultimate area that was designated was less

than the area that had been proposed in the initial

application.

Q. Is that something that the homeowner wanted?

A. As I said, he, ultimately, agreed to the

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963
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designation, so he was in support of it at that point.

Q. The portions that weren't designated as

historic, was that so that the undesignated portion

could be developed?

A. - I don't know specifically what plans or at the

time future plans the owner had for that property.

Q. Do you know if it's since been developed?

A. Has not.

Q. Do you know if it‘s developable, like it could

be developed in the future?

A. I assume that it could be. Again, it's

multiple lots.

Q. So it's a similar situation, I suppose, in

some respects to the Doc Webb house in terms of there

were several buildable lots; is that correct?

A. To the extent that I believe there were

multiple lots on the property and that the primary

structure did not extend over all those lots, there was

a similarity.

Q. All right. I would like to talk about some of

the early years with Preserve the 'Burg.

How was Preserve the 'Burg founded?

A. What do you mean?

Q. Was this an idea you came up with because you

were interested personally in preservation? I'm just

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963
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trying to get an idea of who came up with the idea of

Preserve the 'Burg, why it was founded, that type of

thing. So I'm going to ask some questions about that.

But generally, so you know that's where I'm going.

A. Okay. I don't particularly recall whose idea

it was. There were a number of individuals who were

concerned about aspects of reusing old buildings, in

essence, preservation, who decided at some point to

organize by creating the organization.

Q. Approximately what year was that?

A. ‘77.

Q. And who were some of these individuals that

you are talking about? I don't expect to you recall all

of them, but other than yourself, who else was involved

with the founding of Preserve the 'Burg?

A. John Warren.

Q. Anyone else?

A. Howard Hansen.

Q. Anyone else?

A. I believe Paul and Betty Finley.

Q. Is that F—i-n-l-e-y?

A. I believe so.

Q. Anyone other than that?

A. Not that I presently recall.

Q. So you mentioned Howard Hansen. Is that --

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963
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does he have a nickname, Howard Ferbie Hansen? Am I

saying that right?

A. For purposes of what you‘re asking, it's one

and the same person.

Q. Okay. So that's —— so Howard Hansen Fenford?

A. Correct.

Q. So you've known Mr. Hansen since 1977, at

least?

A. Yes.

Did you know him prior to that?

A. I don't recall exactly when we met, but it

would have been at some point prior to that.

Q. And how did you become acquainted with

Mr. Hansen?

A. I don't recall.

Q. I mean, did you meet him at school, or did you

meet him at a bar or ——

A. I don't recall.

Q. You don't remember?

A. No.

Q. Okay. Now, in the late 19705 when you founded

Preserve the 'Burg, were there ordinances within the

City of St. Petersburg for historical preservation?

A. The preservation ordinance had not been

enacted.

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963
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Q. When did that come about?

A. I believe it was around '81.

Q. Did you and Preserve the 'Burg have any —- any

hand in getting the historical —— historical designation

ordinance passed?

A. I believe I did.

Q. Can you elaborate on that?

A. This was at the time when there were proposals

to redevelop the Vinoy Hotel. There was litigation

involved in some of those issues. I represented a party

in that case, and there were, among the discussions in

terms of settling that litigation, was starting or

creating or enacting an ordinance.

Q. Was the City of St. Petersburg a party to that

case?

A. Yes.

Q. Just so I understand, this is part of some

kind of settlement with the City that everyone agreed,

Let's create a historical designation ordinance? Is

that, essentially, what you‘re saying?

A. That‘s my recollection.

Q. Did you personally have any hand or -— yeah,

did you personally have a hand in drafting that

ordinance?

A. I did not draft the ordinance.

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963
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Q. Did you have suggestions as to how the

ordinance should be drafted?

A. I don't recall today what I made in terms of

suggestions.

Q. But that implies that you did have

suggestions.

A. I would imagine I did, but I don‘t really

recall.

Q. Okay. Fair enough.

A. The City had retained a consultant.

Q. Was that a consultant from some other city

that had a similar ordinance?

A. I believe the consultant was actually from the

National Trust for Historical Preservation.

Q. So once the historical designation ordinance

was passed in the City of St. Petersburg, when was it

that Preserve the 'Burg started working with or focusing

on applications to actually designate specific

properties in St. Petersburg as historic?

A. I don‘t recall in particular, and in part

because there was another nonprofit that was doing

historic preservation work, and so without kind of going

back and reviewing things, I can't say for sure whether

it was St. Petersburg Preservation or one of the other

nonprofits.

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963
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Q. Do you remember the first property that

St. Petersburg Preservation, also known as Preserve

the 'Burg, do you remember the first property that

Preserve the 'Burg sought to have designated as

historic?

A. I'm probably going to say to you, no, I‘m not

sure, but I'm going to ask you to -— I guess I'm not

sure whether you are asking me, do I recall which

property was the first one for which Saint Petersburg

Preservation submitted an application or for which Saint

Petersburg Preservation may have supported an

application submitted by another party.

Q. Let's go with the latter, where Saint

Petersburg Preservation supported an application

submitted by another.

A. And do I remember what the first one was? No.

Q. Okay. What about the first time Preserve

the ‘Burg submitted an application?

A. I also don‘t remember what the first one was.

Q. You don't remember the first one?

A. No.

Q. Okay. Do you remember approximately what year

that was? Was it shortly after ‘81 when the new

ordinance gets passed?

A. Again, I‘m going to say that I‘m not sure in

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963
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terms of organizations. And so the Roser Park Historic

District and the Granada Terrace Historic District were

submitted and adopted in the early ‘805. I know there

was another organization that was involved with Roser

Park. Saint Petersburg Preservation, I believe, was

involved with Granada Terrace and may or may not have

been involved with the Roser Park application.

Q. All right. Well, since the early '803,

approximately how many historical designation

applications have you or Preserve the 'Burg either filed

or supported, just ballpark? I'm not expecting you to

know the exact number.

A. I don‘t really know. I would —— I have

supported a number of applications. I don't really

recall how many that would be.

Q. Do you think it's more than 50?

A. I doubt it.

Q. So you think it's more than 40?

A. Let me also ask for a distinction. When you

say "support," what do you mean by "support"? So, for

example, do you mean support in the sense that I

submitted written or oral comments in support of or

otherwise supported without submitting comments?

Q. Any type of support, whether that‘s providing

comments, written or oral, or just supporting through

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963
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the filing of an —- or through assistance with drafting

an application. I don't want to know, like, your

personal view as you‘re sitting on the couch that you

wanted something to be designated as historic; I mean

that you were actively involved in some kind of

capacity.

A. Okay. I would guess it was less than 40.

Q Okay. So somewhere between 30 and 40?

A It could be. I‘m not sure.

Q Was it more than a dozen?

A. I would imagine so.

Q Is it more than two dozen?

A Again, as I've indicated, I don't really

recall. It wouldn't surprisé me that it's more than two

dozen, but I‘m not sure.

Q. Okay. Do you know approximately how many

times you've appeared in front of City Council on

historic designation issues?

A. No.

Q. Would it be more than 20 times?

A. Probably.

Q. Same question for the CPPC: How many times

have you appeared in front of the CPPC for historical

designation issues?

A. I don't know.

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963
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Was it probably more than 20 as well?

A. Probably. I assume you include the commission

under its previous names and designations?

Q. I'm including that, yes. Is that a "yes,"

then?

A. Yes. I mean, probably.

Q. Probably?

A. Uh—huh (Indicates affirmatively).

Q. Okay. So is it fair to say that you've been

fairly involved with historical designations of property

in St. Petersburg for approximately the last 4O years?

A. I guess that depends upon one's opinion as to

what does it take to be fairly involved, or whatever

term you're using.

Q. Okay. In your opinion, have you been fairly

involved?

A. Compared to the average person, yes.

Q. And your involvement, has that only been in

the City of St. Petersburg or other jurisdictions and

municipalities? Maybe to help, let me clarify. I‘m not

asking for speaking engagements you've had in other

cities. I mean other applications in other cities or

counties, have you been involved in anything like that,

or is this pretty local to St. Petersburg?

A. As I sit here now, I don't recall where I have

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963
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been involved with other historic designations from

other communities, but it‘s possible I have been.

Q. So you might have filed an application in

another jurisdiction outside of ——

A. I have not filed an application in another

jurisdiction.

Q. So --

A. I thought your question was broader than that.

Q. Okay. So let's start very narrow, then, and

we can get a little bit broader.

So it sounds like you have not filed an

application for historic designation in another

jurisdiction outside St. Petersburg, right?

A. Correct. And in terms of when you say ——

well, that's correct. I have not done so outside of

St. Petersburg.

Q. Have you ever provided any assistance in

authoring an application outside of St. Petersburg?

A. No.

Q. Have you ever authored any written or oral

support in front of the governing bodies that be

regarding an application that had been filed in a

particular jurisdiction for a historic designation?

A. Not that I presently recall. It's possible I

could have submitted some type of written comment,

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963
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whether it was a'request for comments, for example,

from —- that I received an e—mail from another

preservation organization. I don't recall one right

now, but I could have.

Q. Outside of quasi—judicial proceedings or other

administrative hearings before City Council and the

CPPC, how many legal proceedings have you been involved

in regarding historical designation in the

City of St. Petersburg?

A. I don't recall.

Q. Have you been involved in any legal

proceedings regarding historical designation outside of

administrative proceedings with the City?

A. Yes, I have.

Q. What context would that be in?

A. The first one that I think of involves the

buildings at the 400 Block of Central Avenue, and there

was a judicial proceeding initiated regarding ——

regarding that matter, the litigation. And I will

say -- well, the litigation was over an issue other than

the actual designation, but the topic or ultimate issue

involved preservation of buildings.

Q. Were you an attorney on that case or ——

A. Yes.

Q. And who did you represent in that case?

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963

www.rrgtampa.com



lO

11

12

13

14

15

16

l7

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

24

A. Preserve the 'Burg.

Q. Do you remember who the other parties were to

the case?

A. City of St. Petersburg. I believe -- I

believe there was an additional party. I'd have to go

back and confirm they were actually a party.

Q. Was it a developer?

A. Property owner.

Q. Do you remember approximately what year that

was?

A. I think it was about, again, four to five

years ago.

Q. I'm just trying to understand the type of the

proceeding too. Was this like an appellate proceeding

from a City Council ruling, or was this an original

action?

A. It was a cert action.

Q. And those cert actions seem to happen from

time to time after City Council has a decision that's

made at a quasi—judicial ruling; is that right?

A. I‘m not sure what your question is.

Q. When City Council makes a ruling as to whether

or not a property should be designated as historic or

not, if one party or the other is not happy with that

ruling City Council has made, typically they file an

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963

www.rrgtampa.com



lO

ll

12

l3

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

25

appeal, a cert action; is that right?

A. Well, I wouldn't say they typically file an

appeal. I would -— I guess my answer would be that one

way for a party to seek review of the City Council

decision would typically be by cert.

Q. And what I'm trying to understand, just so you

know where I'm going, is just how many of those cert

actions have you been involved with either as an

attorney, or as a client, or in your capacity as a

representative of Preserve the 'Burg?

A. And I guess the question I have to clarify

your question is, Are you asking me how many times I

have been involved in the capacity you described in

seeking review of a historic designation?

Q. Either seeking review or defending somebody

else that's seeking review.

A. I would have to probably go back and review

records. So my answer is I'm not sure, and I'm not sure

that I have actually been involved in any cert action

that has sought review of a designation decision.

Q. Does that mean that you have been involved

with some that you were in a defensive posture?

A. No. As I —— I think I at least indicated the

one example that -- or matter that we had discussed

which was involving buildings on the 400 Block was not
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an action over the designation decision.

Q. What was that action regarding, then?

A. The City‘s decision to grant an exemption to

the conditions that would normally be required before a

demolition permit could be issued.

Q. Do you remember what those conditions were or

the exemptions to the conditions?

A. There are several exemptions provided for in

the ordinance, so that's -- whatever exemptions there

are set forth in the ordinance.

Q. Do you know which ordinance that is?

A. It‘s under the DC zoning district ordinance.

Q. Do you know the ordinance number?

A. No.

Q. Let's change topics and talk about some more

specifics with this case.

Are you familiar with Doc Webb?

Could you be more specific?

Who is Doc Webb?

Doc Webb is known for his drug store.

And what was this drug store?

PP???

It was a large commercial establishment in

St. Petersburg.

Q. Was Doc Webb's drug store still in

St. Petersburg and still operating when you were living

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963

www.rrgtampa.com



10

11

12

l3

14

15

16

l7

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

27

here?

A. Yes.

Q. Did you visit that store?

A. Yes.

Q. What were your impressions of that store?

A. I don't particularly recall other than it was

a large building.

Q. So you don‘t remember any of the chickens or

any of the other stuff that is kind of legendary from

the Doc Webb store?

A. I have a hard time distinguishing my own

personal experience with it as compared to reading

stories in newspaper articles and information about

them.

Q. Fair enough.

Would you personally consider Doc Webb

important to the history of St. Petersburg?

A. Yes.

Q. Is that based on the drug store or something

else?

A. Based on the drug store.

Q. Now, other than, you know, visiting the drug

store yourself personally, do you have any other

personal connection to Doc Webb?

A. The reason I smile, again, I‘m not sure what

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963
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you mean. I have been to the play about Doc Webb, but I

don't know if you consider that a personal ——

Q. Yeah. I'm asking —-

A. —— connection.

Q. —— you weren't friends with him? You're not

buddies? You're not playing cards or anything, right?

A. Correct.

Q. And he‘s not your uncle or cousin or ——

A. Correct.

Q. Now, other than the house formerly owned by

the plaintiffs in this case, the Kings —— and we'll call

that the Doc Webb house. And you‘ll know what I mean if

I call it the Doc Webb house, right?

A. Yes.

Q. So other than the Doc Webb house, are you

familiar with any other properties within St. Petersburg

that Doc Webb was associated with?

A. Again, I don't know what you mean by

"familiar. "

Q. Do you know if Doc Webb owned any other

residences in the City of St. Petersburg where he lived?

A. From reading information, my understanding is

that he did own other properties.

Q. And that's in addition to the commercial drug

store that he owned, right?
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A. Correct.

Q. Were there multiple locations for that drug

store?

A. I don‘t know. I‘m familiar with the location

it had in the blocks near what we today call MLK and

First Avenue.

Q. Do you remember what year the Doc Webb drug

store was closed?

A. No.

Q. Do you remember if there was a big

going-out—of—business sale or any kind of pomp and

circumstance that surrounded the closing of the Doc Webb

store?

A. I don't particularly recall.

Q. I would like to talk about some -- some other

individuals that are involved in this case.

Anne Dowling, when did you first meet Anne

Dowling?

A. I‘m not really sure when I first met Anne. I

don't consider her —- I think in response to discovery

we indicated that she's an acquaintance of mine, so I

don't really recall when we first met.

Q. Do you recall the circumstances in which you

met?
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Q. Did you know that Ms. Dowling was an attorney

when you first met her?

A. I don't know.

Q. Do you know that now?

A. Yes.

Q. Did Ms. Dowling ever seek legal advice from

you?

She asked me to represent her.

In what capacity?

As an attorney.

And in relation to what case or set of facts?

?PPOP

I believe she wanted representation in the

matter that's been referred to as the Taralon property.

I think there may be a message somewhere in the Doc Webb

stuff about her wanting me to represent her.

Q. The Taralon matter, is that the 810 35th, I

think?

A. Correct.

Q. So she sought legal advice from you regarding

the potential historic designation of the property at

810 35th Avenue North?

A. I said she wanted me to represent her. I did

not give her legal advice.

Q. She sought it and you said no?

A. Well, there's also, I think, a difference
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between asking or seeking legal advice and seeking to be

represented, but the answer is no.

Q. Okay. Did you represent her in any capacity

regarding that historical designation?

A. No.

Q. Did you provide her with advice generally as

to the historical preservation related to the 810 35th

North property?

A. No.

Q. So you didn't explain to her where she could

find an application, for example, or how the City

operates, nothing like that?

A. Nothing like that.

Q. Now, when she asked you for advice or whether

that was legal or otherwise, was that in person or was

that a phone call?

MS. VESELY: Form objection.

THE WITNESS: I'm going to ask you to be more

specific.

BY MR. HAYDEN:

Q. Okay. Bad question.

Let me just reask it this way: When she

sought your advice, whether it was legal or otherwise,

regarding a potential historic designation of 810 35th

North, was that through a phone call?
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MS. VESELY: Same objection.

THE WITNESS: I'm going to, again, say that as

I explained to you, I think asking me to

represent -- her asking me to represent her and her

asking me for legal advice are not necessarily the

same thing. I View them as two different things.

I said that she asked me to represent her. How she

asked me to represent her, I believe it was in a

phone call. I'm not positive.

BY MR. HAYDEN:

Q. Why didn't you want t0 represent MS. Dowling

in that matter?

A. As I indicated to you, I was retired, so I was

not seeking clients.

Q. What about Derek Hess, do you know -- or

Dr. Hess?

A. No.

Q. You don't know him?

A. No.

Q. Have you ever met him?

A. I don‘t believe so. I mean, it's possible we

could have been at something together, but I don't

recall meeting him.

Q. What about Emily Elwyn, when did you first

meet Ms. Elwyn?
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I don‘t recall.

Was it last year or was it 20 years ago?

Neither.

Was it more than a year ago?

Yes.

Okay. Was it more than five years ago?

I believe so.

Was it more than ten years ago?

Paowaoywouwo.»

I don't think so. Emily moved here probably

sometime 10 or a little less years ago, so I'm not ——

again, I'm not sure.

Q. Do you remember the circumstances of how you

met?

A. I don't.

Q. Do you remember how it came to be that she was

involved with Preserve the 'Burg?

A. No, I don‘t.

Q. What's the nature of your relationship with

Ms. Elwyn?

A. She's a friend of mine, and, obviously, we are

fellow board members with Preserve the ‘Burg.

Q. Now, what about the Kings, excluding having ——

now you know who they are, and you saw them at, you

know, the City Council hearing. Have you ever met them

prior to any of this litigation?
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A. Not to my knowledge.

Q. Had you ever heard of the Kings prior to this

litigation?

A. I don‘t recall. In the e—mail —— essentially,

no, I don't recall whether or not in the e-mail that we

made reference to earlier this morning whether their

name was mentioned as being the owners, so --

Q. Okay. But other than that, I mean, no one —-

20 years ago someone didn‘t come to you and say, "The

Kings are the ones that own Doc Webb house"?

A. Not that I know of.

Q. Okay. Do you recall when you first noticed

the Doc Webb house or knew of its existence?

A. No.

Q. What about Allendale Terrace Neighbors United,

Inc., are you familiar with that entity?

A. I guess —— again, I'm going to say in part,

What do you mean by that? I clearly understand that

they have been involved in this matter. I don't feel I

know anything about them.

Q. When was the first time you heard of that

entity?

A. Probably when I saw the application.

Q. And, generally, do you understand that entity

to be an organization that was created by Anne Dowling?
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A. I don't really know.

Q. Did you ever speak with Anne Dowling about

forming a neighborhood entity to represent Allendale?

A. Not that I recall.

Q. Now, we talked a little bit this morning about

an application that was filed to designate the Kings'

home as historic. So if I use the word "application,"

do you understand what I'm talking about?

A. Yes.

Q. Now, that application, when did you first see

it?

A. I believe when Laura Duvekot e—mailed it to

me.

Q. Do you believe that e—mail is within the

production that was provided by your counsel?

A. Yes.

Q. When did you first realize that that

application was not on a City of St. Petersburg form but

was on a Pinellas County form?

MR. ROSS: Object to the form of the question.

THE WITNESS: My guess is, I think we're all

aware it seems to be a combination of forms, so

there's at least a portion of it which is on the

City of St. Petersburg form that I recall.

BY MR. HAYDEN:
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Q. Yeah. I believe the first page is, but some

of the other pages after that might be a county

application form.

We can agree on that, right?

A. Yes.

Q. My question is simple: When did you first

notice that there were county pages intermixed within

the application?

A. I don‘t recall when I first looked at the

application. So, again, as reflected in the e—mails, I

believe I received the application from Laura Duvekot.

I believe I had forwarded that application to Howard

Hansen after receiving it, and I think I noted, if I

recall correctly, that I hadn't even looked at the

application when I had sent it to him, so I don‘t recall

when I first -- the date when I first looked at the

application. Again, the application speaks for itself.

It shows part of it is on a county form.

Q. I would like to move on and talk about the

purchase offer that Anne Dowling ultimately made to the

Kings regarding the purchase of their home.

If I say that, do you understand what I mean?

A. Well, I'm not sure. So my question is, Do you

mean the letter -- what has been identified as the

letter of intent?
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Yes.

A. All right.

Q. And I think we can agree that that letter was

dated, I believe, February let of ——

A. That sounds about right, at least.

Q. Okay. All right. So prior to February let

of 2019, did Anne ever tell you she was interested in

purchasing the Kings' property?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you remember approximately when she told

you that?

A. I don‘t. I don't remember the date when she

first told me that.

Q. Do you recall if it was before December Blst,

2018, or was it into the new year?

A. I believe it was into the new year. I had

very little contact, to my recollection, with Anne

regarding the property in 2018.

Q. There were some phone calls between you and

the City of St. Petersburg and Mr. Cremer towards the

end of 2018, though, right?

A. Yes.

Q. And some of that was regarding a potential

sale of the Kings' property to someone other than David

Weekley Homes, correct?

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963

www.rrgtampa.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

38

A. I would describe the call —— and I would have

to go back and Check dates. I believe there was one

call in December of 2018 that involved Mr. Cremer,

myself, and the City of St. Petersburg. And I would

describe the reason for that call as being to discuss

whether or not some type of compromise might be

achievable.

Q. You mentioned the City of St. Petersburg was

on that call. Was that Michael Dema? Is that who was

on the call?

A. I want to say Mr. Dema was not. I'd have to,

perhaps, review something to confirm that. My

recollection is that from the City of St. Petersburg

were Derek Kilborn and Laura Duvekot.

Q. And that phone call you had with the City and

Jake Cremer at the end of 2018, is that —— that's not

the first time you had spoken with Laura Duvekot or

Derek Kilborn, right?

A. About anything?

Q. About historic designation and the

City of St. Petersburg.

A. For any property?

Q For any property, yeah.

A. Correct.

Q Because you're familiar with them outside of
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this King litigation and Doc Webb issue, correct?

A. Correct.

(Exhibit No. 1 was marked for identification.)

BY MR. HAYDEN:

Q. I'm handing you two pages that I have marked

as Exhibit l. And for the record, Exhibit 1 is

PB/PTBOOO41 and 42. If you could take a look at that

document and then let me know when you‘re done

reviewing.

A. Go ahead.

Q. Okay. Do you recognize this document?

A. I recognize it as one of the documents that we

provided to you, yes.

Q. Okay. And what I'm trying to understand here

is these are text messages, right?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay. And I'm trying to understand -- it says

"to Peter Belmont" at the top.

Do you see that?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And it‘s -— the first text message that

appears is November 11th, 2018, at 3:57 p.m.

Do you see that?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. What I‘m trying to understand is who
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the other party to this conversation is.

Do you recall having looked at this?

A. I believe it is Emily Elwyn.

Q. And in looking at the text messages, you are

what appears to be the recipient of these texts, right?

It says "to Peter Belmont" at the top? I'm not trying

to hide the ball. What I'm trying to figure out is who

is who in this conversation.

A. The first text message has Anne Bowling, etc.

That is me.

Q. Okay. So let's take a look at that first text

message. Can you read that whole text for us?

A. "Has Anne Dowling contacted you about Doc Webb

home landmark application? I‘ve had a call from Jim

Stitt with Allendale neighborhood about it and us

helping."

Q. Now, "us helping," is that in reference to you

and Emily personally or as representatives of Preserve

the 'Burg? Meaning, was Jim Stitt reaching out to you

and Emily personally or as -— or in your capacity as

representatives of Preserve the 'Burg?

A. I guess my response is you would have to ask

Jim Stitt.

Q. Okay.

A. And I don't recall whether Jim -— I don't
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recall if Jim asked —— which is why I'm saying you need

to ask Jim Stitt. I don't recall whether Jim asked me

and didn't mention Emily and did not mention Preserve

the 'Burg, or if he mentioned Emily and/or Preserve

the 'Burg. So to the_extent it says "us," that may have

been my adding that in and not what Jim himself said.

Q. Got it. Okay. Thank you.

Do you see Ms. Elwyn's response there on the

right? She says, "She did. Did she submit? She is

determined, but I told her she needs to be sure she has

neighborhood support. I don‘t like third—party on

individual residential properties."

See where I'm reading?

A. Yes.

Q. And then she finishes, "Worries me it will

hurt in the long run."

Do you agree with that statement in terms of

do you like third-party designations for individual

residential properties?

A. I don't know what you mean by "like."

Q. Do you agree with third-party historical

designation within the St. Petersburg?

A. I think there's a role for third—party

designations.

Q. What would that role be?
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A. To allow for a designation of properties where

the property owner is not undertaking the application.

Q. And do you agree with that even when an owner

is opposed to a third—party designation?

A. I have the same answer. I believe that

there's a role for that.

Q. So you would support designation even if a

homeowner is opposed to it?

A. I could, yes.

Q. What about the last sentence, "worries me it

will hurt in the long run," what do you think Ms. Elwyn

meant by that?

MS. VESELY: Form objection.

THE WITNESS: And I‘m going to respond by

saying, you know, if you want to know what she

meant by it, you need to ask Emily. I can say

based upon conversations I've had with Emily in the

past, I believe what she was saying is that

third—party owner objected applications have been,

to some degree, controversial in front of City

Council, and so there's a concern that if too many

owner objected applications appear in front of City

Council, that City Council will disfavor them.

BY MR. HAYDEN:

Q. Okay. Disfavor them as voting against them
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individually, or do you think that the City might

completely abolish third-party designation applications?

MS. VESELY: Form.

THE WITNESS: Could be either.

BY MR. HAYDEN:

Q. And that's something that you personally would

not like to see, right?

A. As I said, I think there‘s a role for

third—party applications.

Q. I would like to look at the bottom of page l

here. See how after the last text message here, there‘s

a date, 11/12/18 at 7:06 p.m., but then there's no text

message?

A. Correct.

Q. And then moving on to PB/PTB42, you would

agree with me that that's the next Bates stamp within

the range of the production that you provided?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay. And my question to you is, Do you know

if there's another text message that follows in this

chain in your conversation with Ms. Elwyn between

November 11th and November 12th of 2018?

A. I'm going to —— or respond by saying, without

going back and looking, that I believe that there was

nothing else that was responsive to your request. So
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what I mean by that is that whatever follow up there may

have been, I don‘t believe was responsive to the message

that we're looking at. It was not about the Webb

application. So there have certainly been times when

Emily and I have gone back and forth in a series of text

messages on multiple subjects.

Q. Okay. So, essentially, is what you're saying

that this text message on 11/12/18 at 7:06 p.m., you‘re

saying that that basically was not responsive to

plaintiff‘s request for production, and that's why it is

not included within this text thread?

A. Yes. Again, I'm saying that to the extent

that there's a date below the final message and there

does not appear to be, if you want to say, a text

attached to that, my answer is yes.

Q. And if that text was responsive, is that

something that you could go back and look at and

provide, ultimately, if it was responsive, meaning you

haven't deleted the text?

A. I don't recall whether you got both sides of

these text messages or not, meaning both the copy from

my side of the text messaging and the copy from Emily‘s

side. So my understanding is Emily has not deleted

anything. And I can also say that I, as I said,

searched through documents, I believe as requested, and
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provided documents as requested, and were not providing

documents that were not relevant to the request, so ~-

Q. All right. Looking a little bit at the

substance of these texts, the last one that appears on

PB/PTB41, and it starts with, "Wasn‘t it just bought by

David Weekley?"

I think what you're referring to there is the

Kings‘ home, right?

A. Correct.

Q. It says, "Wasn't it just bought by David

Weekley Homes? So not quite same as individual home

application."

Did I read that right?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And that's a text message from you to

Ms. Elwyn, right?

A. Correct.

Q. And what do you mean by, "it‘s not quite the

same as an individual home application"?

A. I viewed the situation where the property was

changing owners to be different than where there was a

residential property that was under ongoing ownership

without a change of ownership.

Q. And how is that different?

A. It‘s just my perspective, so for the purpose
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of application of the ordinance, I don‘t think it is

different.

Q. From your personal perspective, then, what's

the distinction?

A. The distinction is that —- that there is going

to be a new owner, and so there‘s an opportunity to make

that new owner, if you want to say, aware of the

historical significance of the property.

And why I said, "Wasn't it just bought by

David Weekley?" as far as where that was in the

transaction, I was not sure at that point. And so the

application having been submitted potentially would

allow the new owner to understand that there was a

potential designation that would come with the property,

which I think is different than where there's an ongoing

ownership and an application is submitted.

Q. Okay. What I'm trying to drill down into is

specifics as to how that‘s different.

Are you saying that because the property is

changing hands at that time that it would be an

opportune time to, perhaps, designate the property as

historic? Is that what you mean by "a difference"?

A. That, again, potentially before the ownership

change occurs that was —— appeared likely to happen,

that the designation issue could be addressed by all
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parties involved. And that is a little different, in my

mind, than where someone has had a property for a long

time and, again, is not putting the market up for sale

and intending to no longer own it.

So, in essence, the one owner is no longer

going to be an owner, and so it's a little different.

Their opinion is not so much as the property owner once

it changes hands, as there are other parties. So

that's, in essence, what my view of why it's a little

different.

Q. So, basically, the property owner that's

selling the property might not be as opposed, because

they're just trying to walk away from it and move on?

A. Well —-

Q. Is that what you mean?

A. -— I guess my perspective, you know,

potentially has —— potentially would have a lesser

interest than —— and there's a different person who is

going to have a greater interest, this new prospective

owner.

Q. So is it fair to say that during this

transition in ownership, it's a good time to work out a

deal, so to speak, in terms of designating a property as

historic?

MS. VESELY: Form objection.
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THE WITNESS: Could be. Again, it depends

upon the parties involved in this situation.

BY MR. HAYDEN:

Q. In your experience, has that been an opportune

time to designate a property as historic, when there's a

change in ownership?

A. The best way I think I can answer that is

another instance that comes to my mind involved the

North Ward Elementary School. And, again, it was

undergoing a change in ownership. And so it —- it

seemed like an opportunity to discuss the future use and

designation of a property.

Q. We talked a little bit earlier about a Kate

Allen property that was on the corner of MLK, where you

had helped facilitate a compromise with the property

owner as to historical designation?

Do you remember that?

A. Yes.

Q. Is that a circumstance where that property was

being sold, and during that transition in ownership,

there was an agreement reached as to designating at

least a portion of the property as historic?

A. No, there was not a Change in ownership going

on.

Q. Okay. So different from the circumstance with
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the Kings ——

A. Yes.

Q. —— in that respect at least?

A. Yes.

(Exhibit No. 2 was marked for identification.)

BY MR. HAYDEN:

Q. I will hand you what I‘m marking as Exhibit 2.

For the record, Exhibit 2 is Bates stamped PB/PTBOOO61.

Mr. Belmont, have you -— have you had time to

review this document?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And do you recognize it?

A. Yes.

Q. And I'm not going to focus on the top of the

e—mail about the wildly inaccurate and incomplete issue

that I think was belabored earlier today. But I would

like to talk about the last portion of this e—mail

below.

And this is an e-mail, I believe, Thursday,

November 15th, 2018, at 4:19 p.m. And it says, "Peter

Belmont wrote."

Do you see where I'm at?

A. Yes.

Q. At the bottom, the last paragraph, it says —-

can you read that for me starting with "Ray, comma"?

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963

www.rrgtampa.com



10

ll

12

l3

l4

15

16

l7

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

50

A. "Ray, if you are able to touch base with

owner, you can also explain that we would like to talk

to him about the application process and the benefits,

if he's willing to do so. What is the best way to reach

him?"

Q. So is that —— we're talking about Ray

Arsenault, right?

A. Correct.

Q. And that's you writing to Ray?

A. He‘s copied on it, yes.

Q. Okay. Do you know if Ray actually did —- did

this, what you‘re directing him to do here?

A. My understanding is he did not end up speaking

with the Kings.

Q. Do you know if he attempted to?

A. I'm not positive. I know Ray at the time was

going out of town a short time thereafter, and so I am

not sure if he actually attempted to do so before he

went out of town or not.

Q. Is this something that you or someone from

Preserve the 'Burg normally does when there's a

third—party designation application filed against their

property?

A. What do you mean in terms of normally do what?

Q. Normally reach out to the property owner to
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exactly what you said here: "Reach out to him about the

application process and benefits. And if he's willing

to do so, what is the best way to reach him?"

A. If Preserve the 'Burg is going to file an

application, we will try to reach out to the property

owner.

Q. If Preserve the 'Burg doesn't file an

application but subsequently supports an application

that was filed by somebody else, is it something that

Preserve the 'Burg normally does to reach out to.that

property owner regarding the third-party designation

application process?

A. We would have hoped that the applicant had

already done so.

Q. In the event the applicant hasn't done so, is

it something that Preserve the 'Burg would normally do

in terms of reaching out to that owner of the

third—party —— the owner of the property who recently

had a third-party designation application filed against

him or her?

A. That, in part, is at least the message that

you see, so to the extent that Ray lived in the

neighborhood, had met the Kings before, there appeared

to be a lack of communications between Anne Dowling and

the Kings, that this request was made of Ray.
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Q. What else does Preserve the 'Burg do when it

wishes to support a local historic designation

application that's been filed by a third-party in terms

of outreach to the property owner?

A. It depends upon the circumstances of the

situation, so I don't think there's again ——

Q. There's no set playbook?

A. Well, no. There's no set playbook and —- no

set playbook. I'll leave it at that.

Q. What are items that have been done in the past

to reach out to owners of property that have recently

had a third-party designation application filed against

his or her property?

A. Again, you‘re asking for myself or for

Preserve the ‘Burg?

Q. For both.

A. Phone calls would be another example.

Q. Okay.

A. So, in essence, I want to say the goal is one

could potentially communicate with another party in

person, telephone call, e—mail.

Q. And the goal of that communication is what?

A. Again, it depends upon the circumstance, but,

ultimately, the goal would be to see if there can be an

agreement reached upon how to proceed.
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Q. Is there any educational aspect to that

communication that you or Preserve the 'Burg is trying

to confer as well?

A. Again, that depends upon the circumstance and

what the individual‘s knowledge may be regarding the

application and what‘s involved with designation and to

what extent any discussion is desired.

Q. And I think you testified a moment ago that

Ray wasn't able to touch base with the Kings?

A. I said I don‘t believe so. I think that‘s

what I said.

Q. Yeah. I don‘t recall.

Do you know if that's Ray because just didn‘t

have the chance or that the Kings didn‘t return his

calls or his e—mails? Do you remember?

A. I'm not positive. I believe, as I indicated,

that Ray was going to be going out of town and was going

to try to communicate with them before he went out of

town. So I am not really sure whether then he was

unsuccessful because he tried and did not reach them or

because he did not actually have an opportunity to do so

before he left.

Q. Why is it that you chose Ray to reach out to

the Kings? Is it because he lived in the neighborhood?

A. He lived in the neighborhood and had met the
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Kings on previous occasions.

Q. And, also, because he wasn‘t the one that

actually filed the application? Is that a reason as

well?

A. I don't think I really considered that. Ray

is a board member. Ray is a neighbor. Ray had met the

Kings before. Ray indicated he would be willing to

reach out to them.

(Exhibit No. 3 was marked for identification.)

BY MR. HAYDEN:

Q. I'm handing you what I have marked as

Exhibit 3. For the record, Exhibit 3 is PB/PTB00056.

Mr. Belmont, do you recognize this document?

A. Yes.

Q. I would like to focus here in the middle of

the page. It says, "On Sunday, November llth, 20l8, at

4:00 p.m., Peter Belmont wrote."

Do you see where that is?

A. Yes.

Q. And in this you start with, "I‘ve had a call

from an Allendale neighborhood person about landmark

application filed for the property and wanting to know

if we could help supplement application."

Do you see where I'm reading?

A. Yes.
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Q. Okay. And after that, you write, "Another

can't win application."

What did you mean by that, "can't win"?

A. It was a third-party owner objected

application which, as I indicated earlier, is

controversial with counsel. Counsel seems to generally

be reluctant to designate over owner objection.

Q. Any other reason that you described the

application as can't win?

A. No.

Q. So when you say can't win, you're strictly

referring to the fact that it was a third—party

application and those typically are not successful in

front of City Council?

A. Third—party owner objected.

Q. So there's no other reason that you describe

it as can't win other than that?

A. I guess a subset of that would be that in

addition to being a third—party owner objected

application, it was residential property. And I thought

that would be another factor that would make it

difficult for counsel to approve designation over owner

objection.

Q. Any other reasons that the application was a

can't win application?
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A. I don‘t believe so.

(Exhibit No. 4 was marked for identification.)

BY MR. HAYDEN:

Q. I'm handing you what I have marked as

Exhibit 4. For the record, Exhibit 4 is PB/PTB00059.

Mr. Belmont, do you recognize this document?

A. Yes.

Q. What is this document?

A. It's an e—mail from me to Anne Dowling.

Q. Is there anyone else copied on the e—mail?

A. As indicated in the message heading, Emily

Elwyn.

Q. What's the date of this e—mail?

A. Again, the message head indicates

December 18th.

Q. 2018 at 5:35 p.m.; is that accurate?

A. That's what it says, yes.

Q. Okay. And it starts with —- and this is you

writing to Ms. Dowling, right?

A. Correct.

Q. And it starts with, "Anne, I have reached out

to the attorney who is representing the Kings."

Do you see that?

A. Yes.

Q. And when you say "the attorney who is
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representing the Kings," who are you referring to?

A. Jake Cremer.

Q. Do you remember when you reached out to Jake

Cremer?

A. Not without checking. I believe it is within

a day or two from this message.

Q. I think you testified earlier during the

corporate representative deposition that was Via phone

call?

A. Correct.

Q. And ——

A. And, again, there's e-mails. There's an

e—mail back from Jake subsequent to that phone call

that's been produced that says, "Thanks for talking," or

something to that effect, "yesterday." So, again, that

would identify the date.

Q. Yeah. I think what I‘m trying to figure out

is just a timeline, a couple simple things.

Was that the first time you had reached out to

Jake Cremer?

A. Yes.

Q. So you think it was a day or two before

December 18th, 2018?

A. That's what I believe right now. Again, as I

indicated, I think there‘s ways that are probably pretty
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easy to figure out when that phone call was.

Q. Okay. Why did you reach out to Mr. Cremer?

A. To see if there was the possibility of

reaching a compromise that would result in a consensus

among —- including the property owners of supporting an

application.

Q. I understand that that was probably the

desired goal of the phone call or at least the initial

contact with Mr. Cremer. But what I‘m trying to figure

out is, Did you reach out to Mr. Cremer under your own

volition, or did someone ask you to contact him? What

was the impetus for making that phone call?

A. Yes, I reached out to Mr. Cremer. And in

combination with the goal, I was attempting to reach a

compromise that could be supported by the property

owner, was the concern as well that absent a consensus

being reached and it being a third—party owner objected

application, that the council would deny it.

Q. Had you ——

A. I had not spoken to Anne Dowling before

reaching out to Mr. Cremer.

Q. You stole my next question.

MS. VESELY: Tyler, whenever you‘re ready for

a break, I can use one.

MR. HAYDEN: Yeah. Let me just finish with

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963

www.rrgtampa.com



10

ll

12

l3

14

15

16

17

18

l9

20

21

22

23

24

25

59

this document.

MS. VESELY: Okay.

BY MR. HAYDEN:

Q. So you said you hadn't spoken with Anne

Dowling prior to reaching out to Jake Cremer, correct?

A. Correct.

Q. Okay. So up until that appointment, you had

just been speaking internally with those from Preserve

the 'Burg regarding the filing of that application; is

that accurate?

MS. VESELY: Form.

THE WITNESS: Yes.

BY MR. HAYDEN:

Q. Anyone else that you were speaking with?

A. Well, I think we have discussed that Jim Stitt

had reached out to me about an application being filed,

so if you consider that a discussion, there was that.

Q. Okay. I'm trying —— Jim Stitt wasn't a member

of Preserve the 'Burg?

A. He was a member. He was not on the board.

Q. Okay.

A. Well, actually -— actually, to go back, I'd

have to double check. I believe he has been a member,

but he may not have been a member at that time.

Q. But he reached out to you in his capacity as I
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think he was part of the neighborhood crime watch, or

something along those lines? Does that sound right?

MS. VESELY: Form. Form objection.

THE WITNESS: Again, you‘re kind of —- you

would have to ask Jim why he decided to reach out

to me. We've had, you know, contact. Mr. Stitt

and myself have had contact with one another in the

past.

BY MR. HAYDEN:

Q. So was it your idea to reach out to Jake

Cremer?

A. I believe so. I mean, you know, in terms of

did somebody ask me to reach out to Jake? No.

MR. HAYDEN: All right. I think we can take a

break now.

MS. VESELY: Okay.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Going off the record. The

time is 3:35 p.m.

(A recess was taken.)

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Back on the record. The

time is 3:46 p.m.

(Exhibit No. 5 was marked for identification.)

BY MR. HAYDEN:

Q. Mr. Belmont, I'm going to be handing you what

I have marked as Exhibit 5. For the record, Exhibit 5
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is PB/PTB178 through 181.

Mr. Belmont, have you had a chance to review

this document or these documents?

A. Briefly, yes.

Q. Do you generally recognize them as e-mails?

A. Yes.

Q. E—mails that were produced by either you

personally or by Preserve the 'Burg within this

litigation?

A. Yes.

Q. I would like to focus on the first page. It's

an e—mail from to you Jim Stitt dated Tuesday,

December 18th, 2018, 2:44 p.m.

Do you see where I‘m at?

A. Yes.

Q. And do you see the last paragraph of that

first e—mail? It starts with, "Howard has decided to

defer further work."

Do you see where I am at?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. "Howard has decided" —— and I'm

quoting.

"Howard has decided to defer further work on

updating the application until we have a better feel for

how this is going to move forward to determine what, if
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any, additional information Laura Duvekot with the City

may need or desire."

Did I read that accurately?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Do you know if you or anyone from

Preserve the ‘Burg ended up providing further

information to Laura Duvekot or anyone else from the

City regarding the application?

A. I do not believe either -— I did not, and I do

not believe any other information was provided by

Preserve the 'Burg to supplement the application.

Q. And not just in supplementing the application,

but any information whatsoever regarding the

application. Nothing was provided to Ms. Duvekot

regarding the application by either you or Preserve

the 'Burg?

A. I don't believe so. Again, we commented at

the public hearings, but I don't believe that we

submitted any information otherwise.

Q. All right. Let‘s focus on the last page of

Exhibit 5. That's Bates stamped as 181.

Do you see where I'm at? Do you see where I'm

at?

A. I'm on 181, yes.

Q. Did you see how these e-mails generally read
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chronologically from top to bottom? Would you agree

with that?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. I would like to focus on the first

e—mail, Wednesday, December 26th, 4:00 at 5:16 p.m.

Do you see where I'm at?

A. Yes.

Q. That's an e—mail from you, Peter Belmont, to

Anne Dowling Hess?

A. Correct.

Q. All right. I would like to focus on the

second full paragraph of that e—mail. You write to

Ms. Dowling, "Please let me know if you want to be a

part of the call, which would include the City, attorney

I have been speaking with who represents property owner,

and myself, and yourself if you desire. If you are not

going to join the call, please confirm. I can agree on

your behalf to continue the hearing to either February

or March."

Did I read that correctly?

A. Yes.

Q. Now, other than the response that appears

below, which appears as an e—mail from Ms. Dowling back

to you, did Ms. Dowling ever communicate to you through

any other medium as to her desire to be on this
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forthcoming call or not?

A. I don't believe she did.

Q. So from your recollection, her response to you

is only the following e—mail that appears below?

A. Yes. I would say, in part, the reason for

that message was she had indicated in some form, which I

think is prior to this, that she was going to be out of

town over the holiday period, and so that was, in part,

why I sent Anne that message and raised that question,

is because it appeared that, otherwise, the other

parties who were going to be telephone call participants

would be available and, based upon Anne saying she would

be away over the holidays, that she may not be

available.

Q. Okay. Do you see Ms. Dowling's response

below, Wednesday December 26th, 2018 at 7:01 p.m.? Do

you see where I am at?

A. Yes.

Q. And in it she writes, "You may agree to

continue. We are traveling. If I'm free, I will try to

maybe the call. Thank you for all you are doing!

Anne."

Did I read that correctly?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. So based off of that message, did Ann
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agree that you could communicate her consent to a

continuance Via this e-mail?

A. Again, you would have to ask Anne, but my

understanding was that Anne had no objection to the

hearing being on a date beyond January.

Q. And did you communicate Anne's agreement with

a continuance to the City of St. Petersburg, as well as

the Kings‘ attorney on that phone call?

A. When Anne did not end up making the call, I

did advise the other parties that Anne had indicated to

me that she would not object to a hearing date other

than a January hearing date.

Q. My only other question regarding this

document, do you see down below an e—mail, Peter Belmont

to Howard Ross? Do you see how it says "text hidden"?

Do you see that?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you see how that appears as well above

Ms. Dowling's signature line on the Wednesday, December

26th, 2018, 7:01 p.m. e-mail? Do you see that?

A. I see the "quoted text hidden." Is that what

you're referring to?

Q. Yeah, that's what I'm referring to.

Do you know what that text is that was hidden

from this document?
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A. I believe it's part of what's in here. I

mean, so, again, these are an ongoing series of e—mail

messages. So, again, when you have a string of

messages, sometimes the other messages in the stream are

included and sometimes they're not.

Q. And is this one of those circumstances where

you can actually click it was a digital document, you

could click on that quoted text hidden and actually

expand the full message?

A. I believe so.

Q. Is that something that you could look into and

provide to your counsel in terms of the full text of

this communication?

A. I should be able to.

Q. Okay. If you do look into that and it is

something that is responsive, do you think that you

could produce that to your counsel so it could,

ultimately, be produced to the plaintiffs?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. Thank you.

(Exhibit No. 6 was marked for identification.)

BY MR. HAYDEN:

Q. I'm handing you what‘s marked Exhibit 6. For

the record, Exhibit 6 is PB/PTBOOO62.

Mr. Belmont, do you recognize this document?
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A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And, generally, what is this?

A. It is a message from me to -- an e—mail

message from me to Emily Elwyn.

Q. And this e-mail is dated December 28th, 2018,

11:01 a.m.; is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. I would like you to focus on the last line of

the e—mail from you to Ms. Elwyn. And it starts with ——

and I quote —— "Anne has authorized me to agree to

continue if she is not on the call."

Did I read that accurately?

A. Yes.

Q. Now, is this the authority to agree to a

continuance that we discussed in Exhibit No. 5, I

believe?

A. It is. The phone call —— one of the purposes

of having everyone who was potentially involved on the

phone call was that I believe everyone agreed that if a

compromise is going to be achieved, then it would be

necessary to continue the January hearing date. And

when I say everyone involved, as I indicated earlier, I

initiated the discussion of a compromise with Jake

Cremer without having ever discussed it with Anne

Dowling.
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And, again, to the extent that Anne had

indicated she may or may not be able to make the phone

call, I had asked Anne, as reflected in the previous

e—mail, whether she would have any objection to it -— to

the hearing being rescheduled t0 another date. As we

have seen, she did not have an objection, and she was

not on the phone call. And so, again, this reference in

the message is to that series of events and my passing

on Anne's message that she would not object to a change

in hearing dates.

Q. And you passed that message on to, if I

recall, members from the City of St. Petersburg, as well

as Jake Cremer, right?

A. I passed that on in the phone call that

included Jake on the phone call, and it included Laura

and Derek in the phone call.

Q. And Laura and Derek being Laura Duvekot and

Derek Kilborn from the City of St. Petersburg, right?

A. Correct. And I believe in that phone call, as

well, I indicated that I was representing Preserve

the 'Burg and why I was passing that message on, that

Preserve the 'Burg was the party that I was

representing.

(Exhibit No. 7 was marked for identification.)

BY MR. HAYDEN:
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Q.

Exhibit 7

?"P?’

Q.

I correct

message f

from? It

worth wai

ED?"

A.

Q.

A.

Q.

Tampa Bay

A.

Q.

I'm handing you what I have marked as

. For the record, Exhibit 7 is PW/PTBOOO44.

Mr. Belmont, do you recognize this document?

Yes.

What is this document?

Copies of text messages.

And at the top you see "to Peter Belmont." Am

?

Correct.

Who is the other party on this text message

I believe it‘s Emily Elwyn.

I would like to focus on the third text

rom the bottom. Do you see where I'm reading

starts with, "Working on that now —— may be

ting to reach out to Nickens when we have new

Do you see where I'm reading?

Yes.

My question is who is Nickens?

He is with the Tampa Bay Times.

Who was it that was going to reach out t0 the

Times or Mr. Nickens, I should say?

One of us with Preserve the 'Burg.

Do you have —- is that something that Preserve

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963

www.rrgtampa.com



10

ll

12

l3

l4

15

l6

17

18

l9

20

21

22

23

24

25

7O

the ‘Burg typically does, is reaching out to the Tampa

Bay Times regarding a recently filed application?

A. Again, it depends on the circumstances we had.

We don‘t always.

‘Q. Is that a means by which Preserve the 'Burg

likes to spread the word about potential historic

designation applications?

A. I'm not sure how I would best describe it. I

mean, I think generally we feel that the more that can

be published in the newspaper about historic

preservation issues, the more that educates the public

about those matters.

Q. Now, I see at the end of that text that I read

a moment ago "ED." Is that an acronym for something?

What is "ED"?

A. Executive director. So, again, we talked

about earlier this morning Preserve the 'Burg was,

during this year, transitioning from Allison into

another executive director.

Q. Do you know if Preserve the 'Burg ended up

reaching out to the Tampa Bay Times regarding the

application that was filed for the Doc Webb house?

A. I don't believe we ever reached out in the

sense of initiating any contact. I don‘t recall whether

Susan Taylor Martin had called us regarding the
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application or not. And I don't recall without looking

whether or not Emily was quoted in one by one of those

articles. I want to say she was, but I don‘t recall

without looking at them.

Q. Did you speak with Susan Taylor Martin? And

when I say you speak with her, did you speak with her

about the Doc Webb application?

A. I don't believe that I did. Well, let me take

that back. I think there are some other e—mail messages

but that there was an article, and there was some —- I

think there were -- whether it was by e-mail or

telephone, I think I'd asked Susan, if we wanted to, was

it an opportunity for us to try to offer comment, so

there was at least communication to that extent. I

don't remember any other communication. And I don‘t

remember if we were questioned after either the

commission or City Council took their votes. Again,

it's not particularly unusual if there's going to be

news story in which we testified at regarding an

application that the reporter might ask us for a

comment.

(Exhibit No. 8 was marked for identification.)

BY MR. HAYDEN:

Q. But you would agree with me that these text

messages are on December 29th, 2018, right?

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963

www.rrgtampa.com



10

11

12

13

l4

15

l6

l7

18

l9

20

21

22

23

24

25

72

A. That's the date that's displayed, so, yes.

Q. So that would have been before any testimony

was provided to the CPPC or City Council, right?

A. It would have been, but there was -— again,

without going back and looking at the date, there was a

large newspaper article, if I recall correctly, the end

of December, but there was a large newspaper article

about Doc Webb that had appeared in the newspaper.

Q. So this would —— this series of text messages

would be in reference to reaching out to the TBT in

regards to either the writing of that article or that

article had been recently published and not about

testimony that was given at a City Council or CPPC

hearing.

Is that what you're saying?

A. To the extent that there had been the article,

it appeared that the Times had some interest in the

issue, and so they, therefore, may be writing additional

stories concerning it.

Q. I will hand you what I have marked as

Exhibit 8. All right. For the record, Exhibit 8 is

PB/PTBOOO43.

Mr. Belmont, do you recognize this document?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And does this appear to be text
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messages?

A. Yes.

Q. And, again, you appear at the top, Peter

Belmont. My question is, Who is this text message

thread between, besides yourself?

A. I believe Emily Elwyn, and, if this helps, we

haven‘t gotten Emily to correct my name spelling on her

text messaging, so it has a double L, which gives you a

hint that it is Emily.

MS. ELWYN: That's me. That's how you know

it's me.

THE WITNESS: That it's Emily.

BY MR. HAYDEN:

Q. I would like to focus on —— and, hopefully,

you can work with me or we can breeze through this. On

the third to last text message, I'm reading. It says,

"For FB post — have comments go to mayor?"

Do you see that?

A. Yes.

Q. Is that a message —— is that your text, or is

that Ms. Elwyn's text?

A. That was Ms. Elwyn's.

Q. Okay. And she‘s referencing speaking with

who? Was that Mayor Kriseman?

A. At least to "have comments go to mayor" would
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be in reference to Mayor Kriseman‘s office.

Q. And what does that mean for "Facebook post,

have comments go to mayor?" Does that mean sending the

Facebook post comments to Mayor Kriseman, or what does

that mean?

A. I believe what that meant was that there was

contemplation that there was going to be another posting

on the Preserve the 'Burg Facebook page about the Doc

Webb property and that there would be some suggestion

for, again, the public to send in comments regarding the

property, and so the question is, Where should those

comments be addressed or sent to?

Q. So unpacking that, does that -- is this a

discussion between you and Ms. Elwyn as to, Let‘s create

a Facebook post in which we ask the public to reach out

to Mayor Kriseman? Is that a general way to read this,

what's being discussed here?

A. Well, as you can see above that, there's a

question -- essentially, if we assume for the moment

that there's going to be a post that goes up and

included within that post is going to be a request or

suggestion for public comment, it's about where should

that public comment be directed. So there's reference

to the mayor. There's reference to Derek or Laura,

which would Derek Kilborn or Laura Duvekot.
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Q. Do you know if, ultimately, Preserve the 'Burg

had a Facebook post that directed comments to Mayor

Kriseman regarding the Doc Webb application?

A. Again, let me ask for clarification.

Regarding the post that is being discussed here or at

any time during the —— at any time related to the

Doc Webb property?

Q. Let's start with the post that's being

discussed here, and then we can talk about at any time.

A. I'm not sure if they were directed to the

mayor in addition to other parties or not.

What about at any time?

That's actually the same answer.

Same answer?

W

D

W

D

I‘m not sure if they were directed to the

mayor as well other parties. Typically, if the matter

is going before the commission, messages are directed to

preservation staff to deliver to commission members. If

it is a matter that‘s going to be City Council,

typically, those matters would be addressed to City

Council offices and sometimes as well to the mayor.

(Exhibit No. 9 was marked for identification.)

BY MR. HAYDEN:

Q. I will hand you Exhibit 9. For the record,

Exhibit 9 is PB/PTB00183 and 184.
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Mr. Belmont, do you recognize these documents?

Yes.

And, generally, what are these documents??’KO?’

E—mails between myself and Ms. DeVicente.

Q. And Ms. DeVicente, that was the Realtor that

you discussed earlier this morning in the other

deposition; is that right?

A. Correct.

Q. I will focus on the first e—mail on page l.

Monday, December 3lst, 2018, 9:00 a.m. from you to

Ms. DeVicente.

Do you see where I'm at?

A. Yes.

Q. I think it's the third sentence in this

e-mail -— and I quote -- "While David Weekley has a

contract on the property, there may be some potential

interest for alternative buyers."

Do you see where I read?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And this is, again, December 3lst, and

in this e—mail you're acknowledging that you have

knowledge that David Weekley Homes has a contract on the

property; is that accurate?

A. I‘m acknowledging that Jake Cremer had

indicated or told me in our earlier phone conversations
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that there was a contract with David Weekley and that

they also had a potential interest in other buyers for

at least portions of the property.

Q. Is that that phone call that we discussed a

little while ago that was sometime around December 18th?

A. That would be —- I don‘t recall whether or not

there would have been a subsequent phone call between

that one and this e—mail, but it does include that phone

call. I believe there were subsequent communications

between that very first contact and this message.

Q. I would like to focus on the following page,

Bates stamped 184, an e-mail from you to Ms. DeVicente,

Thursday, January 3, 2019, 10:31 p.m.

Do you see where I am at?

A. Yes.

Q. All right. And then it's a somewhat lengthy

e—mail. You provide Jake Cremer's contact information

in the middle of the body.

Do you see where I am at?

A. Yes.

Q. And then I would like to focus on the

paragraph that immediately follows Mr. King‘s contact

information.

Can you read that paragraph for me?

A. "For whatever it's worth, so far Jake has been
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very pleasant and cooperative to work with. I have had

a couple calls with him. I‘m going to guess, though,

you may know better that potentially a property sold to

two separate buyers could bring more than selling the

entire parcel to David Weekley. To my knowledge,

property has not been marketed. Weekley bought a parcel

down the street, and my guess is knowing the Doc Webb

property could fit several new homes. And the home

looks a bit rundown. Inquired and found a willing

seller. If that's the case, we may also have gotten a

pretty good deal."

Q. You say "pretty good deal." What does it

specifically mean by "a pretty good deal"?

A. That he may have been able to purchase it at a

price that was less than what others may have been

willing to offer.

Q. And by "less than what others may have been

willing to offer," is that generally less than market

value? Is that what you mean by a good deal?

A. No. I have no idea what market value was for

the property.

Q. So I guess in terms of "pretty good deal," you

mean because the property never had to hit the MLS or

the market and it was sold privately, you think that

there may have been a good sales price offered to David
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Weekley? Is that what you mean by "a good deal"?

A. Essentially, again, I'm making quite a number

of suppositions that are reflected in the message and,

ultimately, saying that Natalie is a real estate person

and would have a better idea as to what the value of

that property is. I'm making some guesses and

suppositions about it otherwise. I would also say that

the reason why there‘s no price reflected in here, why

I'm making some guess that Weekley may have gotten a

pretty good deal, I have no idea what Weekley was paying

and what was in the contract.

Q. All right. The next paragraph, for the

interest of time, I will just read it.

Do you see "if any" —— or "if other

questions"? Do you see that next paragraph?

A. Yes.

Q. And then a short ways down it says, "Anne

Dowling supposedly has some interest in purchasing the

property, she lives behind it."

Do you see where I'm reading?

A. Yes.

Q. And, again, the date of this e—mail is January

3rd, 2019, 10:31 p.m.

So is it fair to say that at some time before

January 3, Anne Dowling expressed to you her interest in

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963

www.rrgtampa.com



10

ll

12

l3

14

15

16

l7

l8

l9

20

21

22

23

24

25

80

some capacity of purchasing the Doc Webb property?

A. From the message, I would assume that there

was some indication that she had an interest, and I

don't know -- I don't recall how this was expressed. I

don't recall how it was expressed in the sense of

whether at that time she was indicating her interest was

in the entire parcel or some portion of the parcel.

Q. Do you know if that interest was expressed to

you in December of 2018?

A. I can't say for sure. I had very little

contact with Anne in December of 2018. So I had very

little contact, you know, a couple days later into

January, so --

Q. Do you remember speaking with her on New

Year's Day 2019?

A. I don't recall in particular when I spoke with

her. I did not speak with Anne very much. So, you

know, again, I'm taking speaking for the moment in the

sense of talking as compared to e—mailing or texting.

So, again, I do not recall in particular what or how she

expressed her interest. And to tell you the truth, at

that stage it was not a particular importance to me.

What was more important to me was that Jake Cremer on

behalf of the Kings had indicated an interest in

pursuing what I felt could be a solution to the issue
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and the issue, again, being is there a way to find a

compromised solution that could have consensus agreement

to achieve landmark designation.

Q. Below that last paragraph where we were just

discussing, you see where it says "quoted text hidden"

again?

A. Uh—huh (Indicates affirmatively).

Q. Is that something you can look into as to

whether or not that quoted text is responsive to our

request for production and was just inadvertently

omitted from this document?

A. I don‘t think anything was inadvertently

omitted, to my knowledge. Again, I think it's the

string of messages. And we see that on a number of

occasions. So another example on 00183 at the bottom of

the page is Natalie‘s message back to me. It says

"quoted text hidden." I believe that's my message to

her.

Q. Okay. And my question is very simple: Is

that something you can look into and determine whether

or not that hidden text was inadvertently removed?

A. We should be able to look at it and see if it

is what I am saying or something different.

Q. Okay. Thank you.

(Exhibit No. 10 was marked for
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identification.)

BY MR. HAYDEN:

Q. I'm handing you Exhibit 10. For the record,

Exhibit 10 is PB/PTB00193.

Mr. Belmont, do you recognize this document?

A. Yes.

Q. All right. What is it?

A. An e-mail from myself to Jim Stitt and Anne

Dowling.

Q. And it's dated Sunday January 17th, 2019,

11:54 p.m.; is that right?

A. Correct.

Q. And the e-mail starts with, "My understanding

of where things stand."

Do you see where I'm at?

A. Yes.

Q. And go ahead and take a read of that first

paragraph. You don‘t have to read it into the record.

Let me know when you've read it.

A. All right.

Q. All right. Generally, you're talking about a

price of the Kings' home based on linear frontage foot;

is that accurate?

A. Correct.

Q. And you end with, "You now have an idea of the
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price being requested."

Do you see where I‘m reading?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And what was that idea, and what did

you mean by that statement?

A. That price that is being referenced as far as

linear frontage foot was a price that had been provided

by Jake Cremer in an e—mail message, and so that's what

it's in reference to.

Q. Do you remember if you did the math as to what

that price would be?

A. I did not.

Q. So you couldn't tell me whether that equation

would add up to the not less than $750,000 offer that

Anne Dowling ultimately made on February let?

MS. VESELY: Form objection.

THE WITNESS: That‘s correct. I couldn‘t tell

you. And, again, as far as I was concerned, it

wasn‘t particularly significant to me. Again, I

had no idea what David Weekley was offering for the

property, so I don't know how at least $750,000

would have compared to the Weekley offer. And I

also assumed that if Anne was going to purchase the

property and continue to have an interest in

purchasing the property, that was something for her
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to work out with Mr. Cremer, and that was not a

matter that I was either planning on or intending

to be involved with.

BY MR. HAYDEN:

Q. Going back to the beginning of the e—mail, you

start with, "My understanding of where things stand."

Am I reading that right?

A Yes.

Q Okay. What is that understanding based on?

A. Communications with Mr. Cremer.

Q Anybody else in terms of the communications?

A. I don't believe, really, for the purpose of

this message. I mean, again, as we've discussed, there

had been telephone calls that involved the City, that I

had messages or communications with Emily Elwyn. But

this is primarily concerning what Mr. Cremer and I have

discussed. And I don't also know when Ms. Dowling

started communicating directly with Mr. Cremer, so I'm

not aware to what extent, if any, Ms. Dowling has been

communicating with him at that stage.

(Exhibit No. 11 was marked for

identification.)

BY MR. HAYDEN:

Q. I will hand you Exhibit 11. For the record,

Exhibit ll is PB/PTBOOZOZ, 203, and 204.
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Mr. Belmont, do you recognize these documents?

A. Yes.

Q. I would like to focus on the second page which

is marked 203 with a Bates stamp. I would like to focus

about the middle e—mail between you, Peter Belmont, and

Jim Stitt dated February 13th, 2019, 10:04 a.m.

Do you see where I am at?

A. Yes.

Q. And I'm going to read from.the third sentence

here. And I quote, "I believe the attorney understands

that selling to Anne in the long run is easier than

getting bogged down with landmarking issues."

Did I read that correctly?

A. It sounds like you did. I‘m just trying to

catch up where you are. Yes.

MS. VESELY: Which e—mail are you on?

MR. HAYDEN: Wednesday, February 13th, 2019,

10:04 p.m., Peter Belmont to Jim Stitt. It starts

with "Jim, ellipses."

MS. VESELY: Okay. You‘re reading in the

middle of it.

MR. HAYDEN: Third sentence.

MS. VESELY: Okay.

BY MR. HAYDEN:

Q. Do you see where I am, Mr. Belmont?
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A. Yes.

Q. And you say here "the attorney." Is that in

reference to Jake Cremer?

A. Yes.

Q. And what do you mean by this statement?

A. Anne had indicated in the phone call, which I

believe was at the end of January, her interest in

purchasing the property and the phone call that involved

Mr. Cremer, City staff and that I was part of. And so,

again, what I mean is that, one, what would appear to be

a relatively simple solution from some perspectives,

somebody purchasing the property and, presumably, at a

fair price would then eliminate any further issues about

should a landmark application be supported by the Kings

or not. So that seemed like, in some ways to me, a

relatively simple way to resolve the matter. And so

that is, essentially, what I am expressing. And I,

obviously, am expressing that I believe that Mr. Cremer

would understand that selling to another purchaser would

also resolve those issues for the Kings.

Q. So, essentially, selling to Anne would be

easier than the Kings having to go through a historical

designation process. Is that what you mean?

A. I guess ——

MS. VESELY: Form objection.
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THE WITNESS: Not necessarily. I‘m just

saying that I think that somebody owns, whether

it's Anne or anybody else, but to the extent that

Anne had expressed an interest that somebody else

purchasing_the property would then, if you want to

say, end the Kings', obviously, ongoing ownership

to the property and issues as to whether or not

they were going to be supporting or not supporting

landmark designation.

BY MR. HAYDEN:

Q. You used the word "bogged." Do you see that?

A. Uh-huh (Indicates affirmatively).

Q. What do you mean by "bogged down with

landmarking issues"?

A. Anne in her phone call had indicated that she

was going to be making an offer in a relatively short

period of time, far shorter than what the schedule was

for the landmark designation proceedings. And so it

seemed to me that, as I have indicated, that that would

provide in some ways what I'm considering a relatively

straightforward and simple solution t0 the Kings and

issues about landmarking.

Clearly, in all likelihood, at least, a

hearing where there is not a consensus about the

application involves a disputed matter before the
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preservation commission, potentially, and City Council.

And, that, I don't think it's necessarily was a process

that would need to be followed, if there was another way

that could be achieve the goals for the parties. And I

assume the primary goal for the Kings was to sell the

property.

Q. So, essentially, what you're saying by bogged

down is that by selling to Anne or someone else, it

would resolve the issue with the historic designation

application, as well as the sale of the home for the

Kings much earlier if they just sold it as opposed to

going through a historic designation?

A. Well, I'm saying that if —— that to the extent

I‘m assuming what the Kings are trying to achieve is the

sale of the property, that simply this would achieve

that goal.

Q. Much faster than going through the historic

designation process?

A. To the extent that it appeared that Anne at

least had expressed a willingness and a desire to do

that more or less immediately and faster than what it

appeared that the landmarking decision was going to be

made, yes.

Q. Are you finished?

A. Yes.
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Q. Okay. Sorry. I didn't want to cut you off.

Looking at the bottom of this page, Bates

stamp 203, do you see the bottom left it appears to say

2 of 3? And this is page 2 of a three—page e—mail?

Do you see that?

A. Yes.

Q. Do you see, if you flip over to the very next

number within the Bates range, 204, it starts with l of

l.

A. Yes.

Q. Do you see where I am at?

A. Yes.

Q. My question is, do you know where page 3 of

this e—mail is?

A. I will tell you what -- I'm thinking it is.

And in terms of your asking other questions about ——

Q. Can you look and find out if there is a

page 3, is what I'm getting at?

A. It wouldn't surprise me, yeah. I can and it

wouldn't surprise me that it's the -- it says it's going

to Howard.

Q. Okay. If not, do you mind providing a copy of

what page 3 is?

A. No. It would either be that or, again,

possible that the "quoted text hidden" got cut off as
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well, but, yes.

Q. Okay. All right. Thank you.

A. And somebody is going to keep track of what

I'm looking at?

Q. Yeah.

A. And I assume you can —-

Q. Yes?

A. -— summarize and give that to me?

Q. Or to your counsel, yes.

MR. ROSS: I've got it also.

(Exhibit No. 12 was marked for

identification.)

BY MR. HAYDEN:

Q. I'm handing you Exhibit 12.

All right. For the record, Exhibit 12 is

PB/PTB197 through 201.

Mr. Belmont, do you recognize these documents?

A. Yes.

Q. I would like to flip to what is marked as 199,

the third page in the exhibit. And I‘m looking at the

second e-mail in this string from you, Peter Belmont, to

Anne Dowling, Tuesday February 12th, 2019, 11:06 a.m.

Do you see where I am?

A. Yes.

Q. This e-mail, "Anne, give me a call" —— and

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963

www.rrgtampa.com



10

11

12

13

14

15

l6

l7

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

91

then your phone number is provided -— "at your

convenience. And no problem doing so at night. I'm

typically up late. I'm happy to do what I can to help,

but I'm not going to formally represent you. In

parenthesis, I have way too much to do as it is, end

parenthesis."

Did I read correctly?

A. Yes.

Q. So in this e—mail you‘re telling Anne Dowling

that you are not going to formally represent her; is

that correct?

A. In response to her request to retain me.

Q. Okay. And if you didn't formally represent

her, did you informally represent her?

A. I don't believe so. I clearly passed on her

message about not objecting for the January commission

hearing happening on another date. I don't consider

that representing her, and I don't believe I otherwise

represented her.

Q. Later on in this e—mail you state, "An example

from my observations would be you said in the last phone

call you expected to have a real estate attorney

representing you the following week but sounding like

that has not happened yet. My experience with Jake,

open parentheses, have not had contact with him,
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previously closed parentheses, was pretty positive in

terms of him being cooperative with the confines of his

having a client to represent too."

Do you see where I read that?

A. Yes.

Q. This was just you simply providing some of

your observations and some of your advice as to what

dealing with Mr. Cremer was like?

A. As I referenced earlier, Anne had indicated in

that joint phone call that she was going to be making an

offer and retaining counsel. My recollection was that

she had given a time period in that phone call to do so,

and that -— that this message is beyond the time period

that Anne had indicated she would be making that offer

and retaining counsel. So this is simply kind of, in

some ways, trying to point that out to Anne and

suggesting that she move forward in whatever fashion she

was going to. I don't myself consider that legal

advice.

Q. All right. I would like to focus on the last

page. Number 201, again, we have the "quoted text

hidden" issue again at the very bottom, Tuesday,

February 12th, 2019, 12:24 p.m.

Do you see where I am at?

A. Yes.
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Q. Peter Belmont to Anne Dowling?

A. Yes.

Q. And just for your counsel's purposes, can you

take a look and see if that quoted text that was hidden

was responsive to plaintiff's request for production?

Is that something you can do?

A. Yes.

MR. HAYDEN: Thank you. All right. I don't

have any other questions.

MS. VESELY: Mr. Belmont, Shirin Vesely here

representing Anne Dowling. I just have a few

questions for you, sir.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MS. VESELY:

Q. Mr. Hayden showed you Exhibit ll, and it was

the second page, a February 13th, 10:04 a.m., e—mail

between you and Mr. Stitt.

Do you have that in front of you?

A. Yes.

Q. Okay. And counsel asked you about the

sentence, "I believe the attorney understands that

selling to Anne in the long run is easier than getting

bogged down with landmarking issues."

Did I read that accurately?

A. Yes.
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Q. Are you indicating that this is what you

believe the attorney believes, namely, Jake Cremer?

A. Correct.

Q. Did he indicate to you, in whatever words they

may have been, that if the Kings sell to Anne, then

there's really no need for legal work and legal fees in

relation to a landmark application?

A. I mean, I don't recall him saying it, you

know, in those words.

Q. Sure.

A. But, again, you know, the framework is that I

had initiated discussions with Jake Cremer and suggested

there was a possible compromised solution that could be

reached to resolve outstanding landmarking issues in the

case. And Jake appeared to be very open to that,

including sending the price per front linear foot, etc.,

that was my impression.

Q. The per linear foot amount, dollar amounts,

that you're referring to, is that —— are you referring

to when Jake Cremer was soliciting an offer from Anne

Dowling on the Kings‘ house?

MR. HAYDEN: Form.

THE WITNESS: Again, there's a message that

Jake sends that I receive setting forth that

amount. I don't recall without looking at that
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message again whether it said what it said,

potentially, about Anne. I do recall sending the

message to Jake subsequent to that saying I had

forwarded his message to Anne -—

BY MS. VESELY:

Okay.

—— for Anne to deal with as she saw fit.

Okay. That e-mail was in the record?

Correct.

O

w

p
P

C

Did Jake Cremer ever tell you that his clients

never had any interest in selling to Anne Bowling?

MR. HAYDEN: Form.

THE WITNESS: No. To the extent that I read

about that in the King depositions, I was, again,

surprised based upon the conversations and

communications that I otherwise had with

Mr. Cremer.

BY MS. VESELY:

Q. Did he ever tell you that the Kings would

never sell to Anne Dowling under any circumstances?

MR. HAYDEN: Form.

THE WITNESS: No. Again, just the opposite,

to the extent that Anne had indicated some interest

in being a potential purchaser. Ultimately, again,

there's the potential price that was given for the
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property, so I never was told otherwise that there

was not an interest on behalf of the Kings.

BY MS. VESELY:

Q. Do you recall Mr. Cremer communicating to Anne

or through you that if there was going to be a purchase

by Anne Dowling —— scratch that. Let me restate the

question.

Do you recall communications between

Mr. Cremer and Anne Dowling and/or you where Mr. Cremer

is suggesting that Anne Dowling would need to withdraw

the landmark application if she were going to negotiate

a purchase of the house?

MR. HAYDEN: Form.

THE WITNESS: I know there were communications

about would Anne withdraw the application. I

believe, although I'm not positive, Jake asked that

in the second kind of joint phone call that Anne

was a participant in. So I know there were

requests. I recall requests being made of Anne

about would she withdraw the application.

BY MS. VESELY:

Q. Do you recall Ms. Dowling refusing to withdraw

the landmark application?

A. Yes.

Q. And, of course, going back to this e—mail

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963

www.rrgtampa.com



lO

ll

12

l3

14

15

l6

l7

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

97

where you're describing what you believe Mr. Cremer

understands, there's no landmark issue to get bogged

down with if, if Anne Dowling removes or withdraws the

landmark application, right?

MR. HAYDEN: Form.

THE WITNESS: Correct.

BY MS. VESELY:

Q. And that's exactly what Mr. Cremer was

seeking, right?

A. He, again, made the request for Ms. Dowling to

withdraw the application, so that would be consistent

with that, yes.

Q. And do you recall Ms. Dowling's desire to

continue with efforts to designate the Doc Webb home as

historic regardless of whether she ended up being the

owner or somebody else?

A. I say yes, again, to the extent that Anne

never did withdraw the application and that it continued

on to hearing, even after —— again, I'm not party, then,

to those negotiations, even after the letter comes out

from Mr. Cremer‘s complaining about what has been going

on regarding the landmark designation.

Q. Were you surprised to see Mr. Cremer

characterize Anne Dowling as an attempt -- as attempting

to exploit the Kings when he all along was negotiating a
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sale of the Kings' home to Anne Dowling?

MR. HAYDEN: Form.

THE WITNESS: I was to the extent that

Mr. Cremer had, as I have previously stated, was

open to having other offers on the property,

including offers by Ms. Dowling.

BY MS. VESELY:

Q. Did you notice in Mr. Cremer's filings with

the City that he ever disclosed that he was in active

discussions with Anne Dowling about the notion of

selling this house to her?

A. I don't recall if that's mentioned in that

multipage letter or not. I don‘t otherwise recall

communications of that sort.

Q. To the City?

A. Correct.

MS. VESELY: All right. I don't have any

further questions.

MR. ROSS: I have no questions. We'll read.

THE VIDEOGRAPHER: This concludes the Video

deposition of the Peter Belmont. The time is

4:39 p.m.

MR. ROSS: If you‘ll send me copies of the two

depos and errata sheets ——

THE REPORTER: Yes.
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MR. ROSS: —— and I'll get that to him.

THE REPORTER: And the same order as last

time?

MR. HAYDEN: Yes.

(Deposition concluded at 4:39 p.m.)
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CERTIFICATE OF OATH

STATE OF FLORIDA

COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH

I, the undersigned authority, certify that

PETER B. BELMONT, personally appeared before me and was

duly sworn.

WITNESS my hand and official seal this 20th day

of December, 2019.

\

Aaron T. Perkins, RMR, CRR, CRC
Notary Public — State of Florida
My Commission Expires: 3/1/2020
Commission No. FF966216
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REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF HILLSBOROUGH

I, Aaron T. Perkins, Registered Merit Reporter
and Certified Realtime Reporter, certify that I was
authorized to and did stenographically report the
deposition of PETER B. BELMONT; that a review of the
transcript was requested; and that the transcript is a
true and complete record of my stenographic notes.

I further certify that I am not a relative,
employee, attorney, or counsel of any of the parties,
nor am I a relative or employee of any of the parties'
attorney or counsel connected with the action, nor am I

financially interested in the action.

Dated this 20th day of December 2019.

flv“ Eh”
r

Aaron T. Perkins, RMR, CRR, CRC
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SIGNATURE PAGE

Please attach to the deposition of PETER B. BELMONT
taken on December 13, 2019, in the case of MERRILL AND
KAREN KING and SAINT PETERSBURG PRESERVATION, INC.,
d/b/a PRESERVE THE ‘BURG, ALLENDALE TERRACE NEIGHBORS
UNITED, INC., ANNE DOWLING, DEREK HESS, and PETER
BELMONT.

PAGE LINE CORRECTION AND REASON THEREFOR

I HAVE READ THE FOREGOING PAGES AND, EXCEPT FOR ANY
CORRECTIONS OR AMENDMENTS INDICATED ABOVE, I HEREBY
SUBSCRIBE TO THE ACCURACY OF THIS TRANSCRIPT.

PETER B. BELMONT DATE

WITNESS TO SIGNATURE DATE
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3/1/2020 100:21

3:35 60:18

3:46 60:21

3:57 39:22

30 8:24 20:8

3lst 37:14 76:10,20

33701 225,11

33707 2:16

35th 30:16,21 31:7,24

39 4:2

39th 11:17,17 12:1,2

3rd 79:23

4

4 4:7 56:2,5,5

4:00 54:17 63:5

4:19 49:20

4:39 1:13 98:22 99:5

40 8:25 10:13 19:18

20:7,8 21:11

400 23:17 25:25

40th 11:17 12:2

42 4:3 39:7

49 4:4

5

5 4:8 60:22,25,25

62:21 67:15

5:16 63:5

5:35 56:16

50 19:16

54 4:5

56 4:7

5858 1:15 2:16

6

6 3:2 4:11 66:21,23,24

60 4:8

66 4:11

68 4:12

7

7 4:12 68:24 69:2,2

7:01 64:16 65:20

7:06 43:12 44:8

71 4:14

72 10:4

75 4:15

750,000 83:14,21

77 14:11

770 2:4

8

8 4:14 71:22 7221,21
805 19:3,8

81 4:17 16:2 18:23

810 30:16,21 3127,24

84 4:18

9

9 4:15 75:22,24,25

9:00 76:10

90 4:21

93 3:3

Riesdorph Reporting Group, Inc. (813) 222-8963
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From: hunted temmdMgmaumm . ‘S‘n.

subject: Hammvlabhome 6F):
nub: Novunbor17.m1au2m PM 1:1 I

Ta: pear hdmont pbranumheimont®gmaime
0c: Enly‘Elwyn adwynGmamm. Raymond Ami! mmitégmallmm

Hi Peter.

This is an application? It's worse than the usuai amateur effort. did she not think to taIk to city

staff about what was required or contact us? 0r does she think she can throw a bunch of notes
together and someone else will write it for her? Of course, that is exactly what will happen -

LOL. This is a tom! redo from scratch proiect, the iorm is wildly inaccurate and incomplete.
simple basic data is missing. ls she capable or raising any money m help pay for the cost of the
filing. mailings. etc.?

Cheers, Howard

0n Thu, Nov 15. 2018 m4.19 PM peter belmont .a m». _a mm um' .‘ ~

I spoke with laura dwekot at the city today. she'Ié réviéiuirig thé applmhon which she sent
me & is awached (i haven't looked at it yet). she told me derek had spoken with merrill king

and her understanding was that he supposedly had no knowledge about the home being
‘p

historic: sounds like he was not yet pro or con on application.

l ray. if you are able to touch base with owner you can also explain that we would like to talk

I
m him aboutthe application process and benefits and if he'Is willing to do so, what is the

l

best way to reach him

PBIPTB 00061



From: h 1mm ferlford1 @gmnlmom
subject: Re: Doc Webb's home ®-

Dam: November 11. 2018 a 7:51 PM
To: pale: bolmont phranumbelmomflgmail.com. Emlly Elwyn eelwyname com. Allison WW9 firewor@pteeervethaburg.mg

Hi Peter,

Why am | not surprised ? LOL. Predicted this happening a year ago. 0f course. we need to

assist the neighborhood applicanm. hope they have taken lots of photos. Did they sent you a
copy of the application they've draimd so we can see how bad It is? Seems like some sort o!
subdivision and new conarucfion of unis is possible for mitigation if council is willing to grant
variances. but mitigation comes after getting it rusted.

Did you see me “Kellogg Mansion" in the Sunday paper? I'm still giggling hysterically about
that mess, looks likes Elvis Pmsiey's winter villa. From the looks of it l assumed it was tarted

up by some new rich Pakaaani or Lebanese mogul. but it is owned by a Dane Esther Webb
since 2008. She is listed as m officer of a FL Corp. cafled "Cannabis Care" This likely explains
the outrageous decor that would scare a drag queen?

Cheers.Howard

OnSun.Nov11 2018at4:00PMpetarbelmont «9“'
‘

I've had a call from an allendale neighbomood pemon about landmark application filed for the
property and wanting to know if Ive could help supplement applicau'on. another can't win
application. council won't like bu maybe I need to look at property again and see if it is

feasible tn develop some new homes while saving the old and maybe moving where it sits on
lot?

—------ Forwarded message ------

From: Allison Shibllng «u. ac; o v. -.

Date. Fri, Nova 201831 11:15AM
Subject: Fwd: Doc Webb's home

"
'

Ray Arsenault- SPP

f

Sad newsfrom Kathryn Howd

t Allison E. Stribling

Preserve the ‘Burg

Begin forwarded message:

From: Kathryn Howd " ‘
'

' p.
Date: NovemberP. 2018 at' 11 .38. 21 AM EDT
To: Allison Stribling-'- — - - A

‘

Subject: Doc Webb's home

Was sold to David Weekley and the surveyors are here getting ready for demolition...

l know there is nothing that can be done, just very sad,

Kathryn
DEPosrrION

g3 EXHIBIT

§
PB/PTB 00056BMadt'



I'

“(AHum: pour Wont pbmumbolmamcegmaIMDm g
Sunblock doc wahb properly i

um: December 13. N18 aat 535 PM ‘k-

To: aodemkGaolmm, Bully Elwyn aalwyn@memm

-.,.5

.1

- jg:

anne:

I have reached outm the anomey who is representing the Kings. I asked him ii they had looked
at the Option of keeflng the primary doc webb strucMre (excluding pool area, etc) and having
new devaopmem occur on char portions of the properly. The initial response I have received
was positive to the extent they are willing to look outldiscuss options & alternatives that would
provide for both keeping the historic home and for new development along side the home.
please call me so I can discus with you-

peter
727 463 4612

PB/PTB 00059



Gmail - dog ,webb property https:lhnail.google.cmn/maillulfl?ik=l8M82581&viaw=pt&search=..

M Gma fl pater helmont <pbranumholmommall.com>

doc webb property
4 messages

pater helmont <pbtanumbelmont@gmail.oom> Tue, Dec 18, 201a at 2:44 PM
To: Jim Stltl <jimsfl|t1 @gmall.com>

ilm:

I have had 2 short conversations with the aflomey reptesanfing the properly owner. At this stage they seem
interested in discussing options that could allow for both preservation of file home and for new development on
portions of the properw. l think it could be possible ta keep the main structure of the home (not counting pool area

and car port area on each side of the primary structure) and still have 2 or 3 lots available for new home
construction. l have sent a message to anne also regarding my conversations. all is vary preliminary at this stage

but I view it as posih've that the initial response is to look for a compromise that may be workable for all. please let

me know if such a concept would be acceptable from your perspective and thnt of other neighbors such that

conversations should continue about the possibility of such an outcome. if such discussions were to continue,

them may be a need to have the CPPC hearing rescheduled for february.

howald has decided to defer further work on updating the application until we have a better feel for how this is

going to move fomard and to determine what. if any additional information, laura duvekot with the city may need
or desire.

Jlm Stilt <jimst|tt1®gmalLoom> Wed. Dec 19. 201B at 11 :54 AM
To: peter belmont <pbranumbelmont®gmaiLcorn>
Cc: Ann Dowling-Hess <acderek@aol.oom>

Hi Peter.

Thanks again for the update. I've got a call in to Ann and hope to hear from her today.

Here is some more Infonnatlonlthoughts that may be helpful:

- The areas is now zoned NT-2 - 50 fl minimum iot width.

- The attached screen shot fmm the county tax parcel viewer shows the Webb parcel composed of four 60 fl lots.

It therefore looks like two 60 ft lots could be developed to the wast of the property and one to the east. while giving

the original home adequate side yard setbacks. Although the lot to the east looks tight

- If the principals aglaa to a compromise. suggested “special conditions" might be: 1. Match the front yard sat-

back of the original structure 2. restore and retain the brick and wrought iron wall along the front of the entire site

3. archltecture that complements the original structure

- It would seem that the owner might come out batter by re-platting and then selling the house and the lots

separately. We might suggest this?

- The home to the Immediate west was the residence of Jay Statkey in his later years - l think he built It. The next

home further to the west is a large Allen home. Combined with the park and the older homes on the north side of

the park. induding a classic Bill Harvard design. its a historic lime comer of St. Pete.

- This probably won't help right now, but in a recent meeting wim the City I was left with the impression that they

would considering supporting a re-zoning of this area to NS—1.

lof2 @
g nerosmon’

g S EXHIBIT

gW PB/PTB 00178

803E019, 1:17 PM



Gmail - doc,webb property https:/Imail.google.omnlmaillul0?ik=l8ae08258 1&view=pt&search=.

Jim

v

[Quinn
m“

peter holmont <pbranumbalmont®gmaitoom> Tue, Apr 2. 201 9 at 8:47 AM
To: Howard Ross <hms@brdwlaw.oom>

[0mm next mum)

peter bolmont <pbranumbelmont@gmail.com> Fri, Aug 23, 2019 at 1:17 PM
Draft

[Quoted texumem

PB/PTB 00179
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Gmail - heariflg duelplan for webb home property htwszl/rnail.google.com/mail/u10?ik=l 8ae082581&view=pt&search=...

fiifl Gma 1E
peter belmont <pbranumbolmontggmallsom>

hearing datelphn for webb home property
4 massages

q

peter bolmout <pbranumbelmont@gmail.com> Wed. Dec 26, 201 B at 5:16 PM
To: Ann Dowling-Hess <acderek®aoLoom>

ann.;,...

l spoke briefly with lauré duvekot today, l believe she was also going to call you. she caued to check an availability

far call about continuing the january hearing date. she said city was not available this weak so I suggested it be
discussed monday. from my perspective we are simply trying to confirm there Is a reason lo continue the hearing.

i.e.. all would like to find a way to reach a consensus and, if so. to agree the cppc healing will not he in january..

please let me know if you want to be a part of the call which would include city. attorney I have been speakinfi

with who represents property owner and myself and yourself If you desire. if you are not going tojoin in the call,

please confirm I can agree on your behalf to continua the blaring to either fabruary or march.

Anne Bowling <acderek@aol.com>
'

Wed. Dec 26. 2018 at 7:01 PM
To: peter belmont <pbranumbalmont®gmalLoom>

You may agree to continue. We are traveling. Ifl am free I will try to make the call. Thank you for all you are

doing!

Anne

Me. Anne Bowling!

[Quoted tact hidden]

pater balmont <pbranumbelmont©gmaiLcom> Mon. Dec 31, 201 8 at 6:38 AM
To: Laura Duvekct <Laura.Duvekot@stpele.org>, Derek Kilbom <darek.kilbom@stpete.org>

defek:

If below is not suffipient for you, please lat ma know, otherwise I assume you will confirm the hearing date has

been continued. thanks.

[Guam text hldden]

pater belmont <pbranumbelmont@gmail.com> Tue. Apr 2, 201 9 at 8:47 AM
To: Howard Ross <hross@bI'dWIaw.com>

[ammo lam hidden]

® PB/PTB 00181

10f] 803/2019, 1:16 PM



Fm: Whalinont pbranumbelmontfigmallmm {h
Subject: Re:WWchflsSLMMuuoohwdhmegmmmsmd“bdd'sMouUnusunlDrug $3

atom?
Dun: Domes. 3183:1131 AM

To: Emlwayn odwynema.own

susan taylor martin left me email about talking about it but guess she decided she ddn't need a
quote from us! I have a call on monday with city and owner's attorney m further discuss

maria! for compromise and primarily no agree on rescheduling cppc which is set for january
hearing. ann hasauthofized memagteetocontinue ifsheis noton call.

0n Fri. Dec 28. 201a at 7:19AM Emily emym ' -- -

We should add this m action alert mo,

DEPOSITION

ggm
EXHIBIT
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Ghail - fled webb home https:llmail.google.com/maillu/O?ik=l 8an8258 1&viaw=pf&search=a]l...

M Gma" peter belmont <pbranumbslmonb®gmaILcom>

doc webb home
.5,m9553..9°i?

peter belmont <pbranumbelmont®gmail.aom> Mon, Dec 31. 2018 at 9:00 AM
To: nataliedeviaentngmallmm

natalie....,-.

if you want mare Info or think you might have somebody interested you are welcome to give me a call. assume you
saw Tumes story about doc webb home In allendale terrace. while david weekly has a contract on the property there

may be some potential intere‘st for aflemative buyers. I have been in some discussions with property owners‘ aflomey.
one possible option would be to divide the four lot parcel in half with david weekly buying western half for 2 homes
and eastern half with historic home remaining. it's all a bit complicated and time frame is probably fairly short but

thought l would let you know.just in case you might know of a potential buyer.

peter

463 4612

Natalie DeVicente <natalledevicente@gmail.com> Wed, Jan 2. 2019 at 8:37 AM
To: peter belmom <pbranumbelmont©gmaiLcom>

Peter,

Thank you so much for your email. l did see the article and will push the idea out to my agents to see if anyone ha: a
potential buyer for the home itself. Be in touch shortly.

Thanks and happy new year!

Natalie

[Quoted text hidden]

Natalie DaVicente
BrokerIOwner

Southern Roots Realty, LLc
Licensed Real Estate Broker - Lic.BK3234085
Licensed CAM - Lic. 41195

1500 Fourth Street North, St. Petersburg, FL 33704
727-409-2891

nataliedevicente®g mail.com

wmsouthernrootsrealtysom

Natalie DeVicente <nataliedevicente@gmail.com> Thu. Jan 3. 201 9 at 6:03 PM
To: peter belmont <pbranumbelmont®gmaiLcom>

Peter.

One of my agents has a client who may be interested. Can you give me the exact address and also how much the
cun’ent sellers are asking for the property as a whole or divided off?

Thanks!
Natalie

[Quoted mm madam

DEPOSITION
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Gn‘mail - éoc'webb home hmps://mai|.google.com/maiwmik=:sacoszss1&vim=pt&search=au...

201‘2

peter h'elmont 4pm mbe‘lmantagmsLm Thu. Jan 3. 2019 at 10:31 PM
To: Natalie DaVleéhte énafihedevléenteflgmafl com>

address is 774 36m ave n. ray arsenault lives almost across the street. and don‘t know If you know peter golenbock
who also lives not far away.

I do not know price. My contact has been exclusively with attorney for the property owner. Owner'Is Merrill King. | had
a conference cal w‘rth attorney. amer and city preservation stair an monda. a neighbor has filed a landmark

gapp'! eéiflon for the property that ls sahédu’led a_tthl's polnt forcPPc v_awew 'n March owner menfly a_‘p
>1: __

“I

fl} application. we have started discussl'ains on tryingiq _‘ g .v

involved. city expressed support In the phone all for the pioperty. assuming same daval mantis gang to?:awur on
part of the property. to be divided'In half.

propetty ownir pregentl‘y has contract for sale to david weekly home's. I
.‘d‘o 'n’n't know nor have I fixed mum

of the contract, the eontract'Is for all 4.‘ pamels and of course the Intentms t‘o‘ .taar down the historic home a_i1_d_ build 4
new homes. during mondays conference call the attorney Indicated they were sfill open to all options. potentially

involving another buyer. when I asked who do we contact if there"Is another potential buyer. attorney indicated for the

fime belng he should be the contact. his info is:

Jacob (lake) T. Cremer, Esq.

Steams Weaver Miller Weissler Alhadeff a Sltterson, P.A.

401 East Jackson Street. Suite 2100*
|
Tampa. FL 33602

Direct 81 3-222-5051
|

Direct Fax: 813-222-5089
|

‘fé’nwhamm- It's w'o‘tth so fa‘r‘ lake has been v_ety. plgagant;and momma to wo‘fl: wflh We h‘ad 'a couple calls With
h'im'. lam .§‘oing" m 'guhss‘. thoughwu may knew er. th'qt potentially ”thei- propeny sbidto' tw’b se‘pfanate huyérs; o'ould

bring rn'ore' than“ selling entire parceL.to davld Wee . to my kmMedge pmpefty has not b'aié'n "marketed "
weekly

hanght- a pared dawn.the s_theetand my gym “is knowing the doc web pro'pert'y could fit several new homes and the

hpme logks, a hit;run down i‘nq‘ulre’d an'd found a Willing seller. if that's the case. weakly may also have gotten a pretty

good deal.

if other questions, just let me know. for your info the neighbor who filed the landmark application. ann dcwling

supposedly has some interest in purchasing the property. she lives behind it. I don't know how serious her Interest is

in potentially purchasing.

[Quoted tan hidden]

Natalie DeVicente <na|aliedevicente@gmail.com> Tue. Jan 8. 2019 at 6:12 FM
To: peter belmont <pbranurnbelmo nt©gmalloom>

Peter.

Thanks forthis. We have forwarded the infomatlon to some of our clients. will let you know if any of them may be
interested.

Thanks!
Natalie

[omm hidden]
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M Gma 1|
pater bolmont <pbnnumhelmontggmalmom>

status
1 measuge

putér belmont <pbranumbélmont©gmallnom>

a I

Sun. Jan 27. 201 9 at 11:54 AM
To: Jim Stitt <fimstifl1 @gmail.com>. Ann Dowlng-Hess <acdarek©aoLcom>

my understanding of where things amnd:

as per the email from the attorney (ann has but not sure jim was copied) they have offered a price based on linear

frontage foot. I am not dear, if they are willing to sell the entire parcel. Ann. l believe you still need to determine if

your desire is to purchase entire parcel or If you would consider purchasing house with 2 parcels and the western

two parcels would presumably be sold to david weakly. You now have an idea of the price being requested. None
of us know to what extent that price is negofiable.

If no "settlement" is reached the city would consider the application for the entire parcel. The cppc and uflimataly

council have the option of approving the application for the entire parcel; approving the application but only for a
portion of the parcel or denying the application. If the owner objects to designation. a super majority vote is

required (for council that means 6 of B councilmembers).

I belleve city staff Is looking at the property and potential boundaries other than the enh‘re parcel so staff will be in

a position to respond to various boundary options if requested m do so or if questions are raised regarding

boundaty options at any hearing.

lat me know if any other questions and how you want to proceed.

PB/PTB 00193
833/20 l9, 1:45 PM
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Gmail - (no subject) https://mail.google.oom/mail/u/0?ik-l 8ae08258 l&viw=pt&seamh=...

M Gmafl pour bolmont <pbranumbelmontggmafl.com>

(no subiect)
6 messages

fl “M
Anne Bowling <acdarek®aolmm> Tue. Fab 12. 2019 at 12:14 PM
To: jcmmergsteamsweavemom, Laura Duvekot <Iaura.duvekot@stpete.org>. pbmnumbelmontagmalmom. Jim Stilt

<jimstifl1®gmail.onm>. jaseehriicthmail.oom

Dear Jake.

My intent was always to puma all options available to landmark and preserve the Doc Webb estate in current

form. Dividing the lots was one proposed solution - never mine. My purchasing the estate is another. My goal has
bean and remains preservation.

During our discussions last weak. l 'i
'

"é§'.e'arahing for an attorney. l have retained a transactional

atbmey who will help me drafl our_
'

that my contractor be slowed mo tour the property so
that our on pending offer would be ah informed one and so we can structure our loan terms and settle on a
realistic loan amount with the bank.

I was under the Impression you were going no ask your clients if a tour was possible. l indicatqd m text and
verbaily on the phone-that Denak a'nd I are wining no sari é.NDA find reveal nothing of the omdstlon of the home
during the landmaflé process Further, we sugges'ted fli‘al v‘i’e. didn‘t even have to amend the:jour personally and
that our contacter would nit take pictures on any tour.

It was my understanding that you would request the tour quickly so we Gould present a_n offer by the :end of this

week. 0n January 30 I used the two week mm for an Offer. I am nb’t (aura; wfiy yeu- hat February 4. 201$ aa the
ofier date? An offer at the and of this weak is'In the two weeks as originally stated.

:As you know. we am leaving Thursg'g 1'9 iris'lfimiké with a'u‘i': oldest son who. mil be an Incoming freshman this fall.

el said l equld put a MOU or some k'md ofpreiimmary offer together before We lam

I believe these concessions, and our willingness to negotiate for a property sight unseen, make clear our
oommitmentto pursuing a purdxase. But. based on your email sent earlier. we appear to have a "cart and horse"

issue hem, aa well as bit of a disconnect about where we were during our One-on-one discussions.

Please heb me understand haw we seem to be cast as the delayingllacking good faith party In your emails sent
earlier today? We remain committed to working in good faith to find an agreement that will preserve a house,
benefit the Mandate neighborhood and the Kings. We are attempting to put our money where out mouths are and
have been clear and straightfomard in all dealings to date.

l look forward to mceiving your response. l left you a message eaflier. You may disregard my request for a call

back.

Anne Bowling

JIM Cremer <jcremer@steamsweaver.oom> Tue. Feb 12, 2019 at 2:47 PM
To: Anne Bowling <acdemk®aul.oom>. Laura Duvekot <laura.duveko@stpete.org>, ”pbranumbelmonthmaiLcom"
<pbranumbelmon©gmail.nom>, Jim Stllt <llmstitt1 @grnail.oorn>. "jessehrlich@gmail.com" <jessahrllch®gmaitcom>

l agree that it seem; {lkeihete has been a disconnect. l just lefl you a volcamail. l am talking to the Kings tonight

tossetfthere vs awayweean getth'ings backon track.

lofs'l
PB/PTB 00202
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Gmail - (no subject) - hwpszllmail.google.comlmaillu:‘0?ik=l 8ae082581&view=pt&sarch=...

Jake

Jacob T. Cramer. Esq.

Steams Weaver Miller Weissler Alhadeff a Sflberson, RA.
401 East Jackson Street. Suite 2100'

l
Tampa. FL 33602

Direct 813-222-5051
|

Direct Fax: 813-222-5089
|
\fiew My Bio

*Please note our new suite number
[aw can Imam

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICEE Th! In'lb'rrhation contained in his E-mail messaga is attorney privileged and
confidential information ihtended only for the use of the individuaKs) named above. If the reader of lhls message is

not the intended recipient. you are hereby notified that any dissemination. distribution or copy of this

communication ls strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication In error, plusa contact the sender

by mply E-mail and destroy all copies of the original massage. Thank you.

Jlm Stitt <jimstitt1 @gmail.com> Md. Feb 13. 2019 at 7:55 AM
To: Ann Dowling—Hess <aederek@aol.nom>
Cc: Peter Belmont <pbranumbelmont©lmaiLcom>

Ann- Thanks for keeping us in the loop.

Peter, Ann- I'm _thinking that if curmm negotiations with the owner don't work out. the backu plan would be to

proceed aggressm‘ly with ihe Iandmarldng appti'c'ation. We discussed enhancing the 399le with award;>>>>>
Zmput reliving Nléndaie residenmupport. pla'niiihg hearing testinip'hy,’ etc. etc. Time to re‘agtart? thar thoughts?
pumaam hidden]

peter belmonl <pbranumbelmont®gmailcom> Wed, Feb 13, 2019 at 10:04 AM
To: Jim Stilt <jimstllt1 @gmail.oom>

jim.....

I hope with the last round of messages between arm and kings' attorney things are back on track I remain

optimistic that if ann a kings reach agreement on price the kings will be completely willing to sell to ann. l believe

the attorney understands that selling b arm in the long ru'n is easier than getting bogged dawn with landmarking
issues. The one thing. however. that I think the kings' attorney is very sensitive to is anything that could give the
'appeatance" of delay because he still has some quution where all this goes and doesn't want to sketch things

out for no good reason. thus. for example. if ann states she is going to do something by a certain date 8. it doesn't

happen by that dale. he gets suspicious - arm needs to be very cognizant of that factor. Ithink that's what the

altomey had been beginning to feel before ann's last message ta him. I have not had a conversation with the

altomey since the last joint call a couple weeks ago.

[Quotedm mum]

Jlm Sim <jimstifl1 @gmail.oom> Wed, Feb 13, 2019 at 10:50 AM
To: Peter Belmont <pbranumba|mnnt®gmaiLoom>

Thanks for the thoughts.

Just thinking further — if nagoflafiona string out into our landmarking preplupdate window. we‘ll be faced with a
decision to either sit tight and hope negotiations result in a sale, or spend some time and afiort to get ready for the
hearing. Don't know when mat window closes. also seems stretching out the negotiations works in Kings favor If

they think It will distract us from preparing for the hearing,

tauntedm hidden]

peter belmont <pbranufnbelrnont®gmaiLcom> Tue. Apr 2, 201 9 at 8:48 AM

PBIPTB 00203
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CI

6% Gmail pmr bolmont <pbranumbolmonmmllsom>

Fwd: Notice of Public Hearing - Designation of a Local Historic Landmark - Doc
Webb House - File Number: 18-90300010

Anni DowlififikéfiérekfiabLéAni;
'

Mon. Feb 1s. 2019 at 1:06 PM
To: Jim Sim <jlmstitt1 @9mail.com>, ninalight100@yahoo.oom. hbryan1 @aol.com. gregtappan7o@gmail.oom.
eelwynfimacmm. pbranumbelmonmgmallcom

I'm home He this evening. Would love to discuss getting the word out for support? Jim Stitt is going to discuss at

Allendala Neighbors meeting this evening.

Me, Anne Dawllngl

Begin forwarded message:

From: "president@stpeteoona.org" <president@stpeteoona.org>

Data: February 1B, 2019 at 12:55:07 PM EST
To: Jennifer Joem <dhcastpete@gmail.com>
Subject: Fw: Nouns of Publlc Haarlng - Damnation of a Local Historic Landmark - Doc Webb House -

Flle Number: 1340300010

com Ec Team-and CONA Leadership Class of 2019:

Please see attached Notice of Public Hearing and share as you see fit.

Have a good afternoon - Jennifer

Jennifer A. Joern
CONA, President
c: 727-692-4312

2 attachments

fl Pghglbo Hearlng Nofice_Doc Webb Housa_1 H0300010_1pdf.pdf
593K

a Pflbfloo Healing Nollce_Doc Webb House_18-anaooo1o_z.pdf
?WK.

PB/PTB 00204
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Gmall' - Fwd: P'ostponement/Doc Webb Estate hflpszl/mail.google.comlmaiJ/u/0?ik=18ae082581&view=pt&search=.,

M Gma1; pater bolmont <pbnnumbolmont®gmall.com>

Fwd: PostponementIDoc Webb Estate

9 Wm3..
Anna Dowllng <acdarak®aoLcom> Tue. Feb 12. 2019 at 7:19 AM
To: nlnalight100@yahoo.com. pbranumbelmontmmailmm. eelwyn@mac.com. Jlm Sim <jimstltl1®gmaiLcom>

See below. Unfortunately Mr. Cremer misuharacterlzes the nature of our discussions over the past lwo weeks and
co‘nvenienfly leavas out the information that! have been flying to mov'e the hearing since that time. He informed
me the only way ha would move a hearing was If we removed our landmark application.

Anne

Me. Anne Bowling!

Begin forwarded message};

From: Jake Cmmer <jcremer@stearnsweaver.com>
Dab: February 6. 2019 at 10:45:53 AM EST
To: 'Anne Dowling' <acderek@aol.com>
Cc: Laura Duvekot <laura.duvakot@stpete.org>
Subject: RE: Postponomonflnoc Webb Estate

Good morning Anne,

I will call you as soon as I can to discuss. l haven't been able to reach my client to confirm yet.

Jake

Jacob T. Cremer, Esq.

Stearns Weaver Miller Weissler Alhadeff 8: Sitterson, P.A.

401 East Jackson Street, Suite 2100*
|

Tampa, FL 33602

Direct: 813-222—5051
I

Direct Fax: 813-222-5089
|
View My Bio

*Please note our new suite number

STEARNS WEAVER MILLER

PB]PI B 00197
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Gmail- fiwdmostponanm'ooowwbam hupswmail.goog1e.convmaiIIu/o?ik=1sawszssmvimcammh=...

From: Anne Bowling <acderek@aol.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 10:41 AM
To: Jake Cremer <jcremer@stearnsweaver. com>
Cc: Laura Duvekot <laura.duvekot@stpete.org>

Subject: Fwd: Postponement/Doc Webb Estate

Good morning,

Sending this again in ease you didn't receive it yesterday.

Anne Bowling

Begin forwarded message:

From: Anna Bowling <aoderek@aol.oom>
Dale: February 5. 2019 at 2:50:13 PM EST
'l'o: jcremer@atearnsweaver.oom, Laura Duvekot <laura.duvekot@stpete.org>

Subject: PostponamontlDoc Webb Estate

Dear Mt. Cremar.

I am amenable to moving the Doc Webb Estate hearing currently scheduled for March 12, 201 9.

until a date to be determined in April. If you are in agreement, please reply all to let Laura know
for us both. If you do not agree. feel fme to call me and we can discuss. My cell is 727-366-0207...

I look forward to speaking to you In more dam" about our ofier later this weak.

Sincerely,

Anne Bowling

COWBENTIALITYNOTICE: Wlmwon umhhad In It E—mal manna h ammaypflvflmadand cnmdemlal mmmmmflw
useafluhdividmd(o)madabove. I'Ihemdemflfls messages notthalmendadmmmammmmaanydluamm.
mmmnueowoflfls eommunlcmion Issilcflypmmned. [you hmwmmmmfnaw.mmclmmwm
Emmmwalmmmmmummmwu.

peter belmont <pbmnu'mbalmont@gmall.oom> Tue. Feb 12, 2019 at 7:49 AM
To: Ann Dowling-Hess <acderak®aomom>

Ann

Where do you stand on putting an offer together. You had also mentioned previously about retaining a real eshte
attomay. where do you stand on that If that is progressing l would think consensus on schedules could be
reached.

[Quoted sen hidden]

PB/PTB 00198
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4K
i? STEARNS WEAVER MILLER Imageom .Jp.

Anna Bowling <acderek®aolcom> Tue. Feb 12, 2019 at 8:10 AM
To: peter belmont <pbranumbelmont@gmail.com>

Would love to speak to you and retain you! Getting somedne up to speed would be a lot right now.

" '

weakflthat I was s'fil speakingto mm.banks. but wefild- he

,
Wdék 'flr‘na;period l fii‘éfifia‘n‘ed damafiUr

I _ H I
a

'.‘
'

'-“"ionslréfleraledmy

only goal'Is to save the house. I agreed _ 9n an NDA if m _ nhactor could \i'valk through 1133 lime 'ahfd afik‘jed

him when we could schedule thatwalk thmugh. I told him we would make ourseives available to any dale the

Kings offered for the walk through. I need to see what needs to be done to get an accurate loan, which I also

explained to him.

He asked me to withdraw my application and the Kings would consider moving the date. I said that was not an

option. Breaking up that historic properly would he a travesty. As soon as he knew I would not agree to remove
the landmark application. he infomad ma the Kings were "unable” to move the hearing and sent the email

misalaracterizing our discussions and failing to note my concessions. l am very ulsappolnted by hls choice.

IBxpkflnadinJakeflflhgflfiwggpgkesswafiflu-=n..
'.

.
ng‘lnwmmgbyy-lz i~-_

Advice would be appreciated. Derek and l already Ire surrounded by Taralon, who started construction yesterday

across the street. We managed to stop them fmm mowing down two oak trees. one a grand tree. now they are

appealing that designation as wall. l am sad and dlsheartened about what is happening. Your Mirror Lake

arguments were incredible and I am sorry they did not win the day.

Anne

Mmmflhnthm

I
<imageOO1 .jpg>

peter balmont <pbranumbelmont©gmallcom> Tue. Fab 12, 2019 at 11 :06 AM
To: Anne Bowling <acderek®aoLcom>

aflfleuu

give me a call (463-4612) at your convenience 8. nn probiem doing so at night. I'm typically up late. I am happy to

do what I can to help but I am not ”om to formally represent you ( l have way too much to do as it is). I think you
have to be cognizant that if me "other side" has any reason to feel you may be delaying or maybe not following

thru I would expect them to back ofi some. an example from my observations would be you said in the last phone
call you expected to have a real estate attorney representing you the following week but sounding like that has not

happend yet. my experience with jaka (have not had contact with hlm previously) was pretty positive in terms of

him being cooperative within the confines of his having a client to represent too.

Mmmmhmhwkm

Anne Dowllng <acderek@aol_com> Tue, Feb 12. 2019 at 11 :40 AM
To: peter balmont <pbranumbelrnon®gmaiLcom>

We interviewed three. Cost was prohibitive we have taxes and tuitions looming. So I engaged with Jake myself

and did my best. I am not a litigator. I made many concessions and asked to tour the home. I am waitinl on a date

to taur. l emailed Jake and called him multiple times about moving the hearing and a tour before he finally

responded that was over 72 hours later. If anything. I’ve been really engaged and willing to move a lot.

Basically, they want the landmark app gone. I won’t do that.

PB/PTB 00199
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Anne

Me, Anne Bowling!

[Quotedm mun]

[Quobdmldhfldm]

[Quobdbflhmufl
[Onondmhfldon]

I
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mmmmmdsnj
mmmuudsn]

mmmmuenl
.
Anne

I [ammmuanj
|

[Gunmanhm
{0mm mum]
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From: An ne Bowling <acderak@ao!.com>
Sent: Wednesday, February 06, 2019 10:41 AM
To: Jake Cremer <jcremer@steamsweaver.com>
Cc: Laura Duvekot <Iaura.duvekot@stpete.org>

Subject: Fwd: Postponement/Doc Webb Estate

Good morning.

Sending this again in case you didn't receive it yesterday.

Anne DowIing

Begin forwarded message:

'

From: Anne Dovfling <acderek@aol.com>
Date: February 5, 2019 at 2:50:13 PM EST
To: jcremer@stearnsweaver.com, Laura Duvekot <Iaura.duvekot@stpete.org>
Subject: Postponementmoc Webb Estate

Dear Mr. Cremar.

l am amenable to moving the Doc Webb Estate hearing currently scheduled for March
12, 2019. untn a date to be determined In April. If you are In agreement. please reply all

to let Laura know for us both. If you do not agree, feel free to call me and we can
discuss. My cell is 727-366-0207. I look forward to speaking to you in more detail about

. our offer later this week.

PB/PTB 00200
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Sinoaraly,
'

Anne Dowling

OONFDENTWJTYNOTBEflhommmmmmbEmanmmmhmummifieonfidmhlmmdion
Mammalsuscoffllemkmmedm.thwadmbmmbmhflwmmmm
mmmmmydmmmbn.dsmwmorcowofflflsmmuma1bnhsflmmmm lyoquanoelvedflismmunlcalbnm
amnplouawflacwleaondorhymE-maflanddestmyalcuflasofflnalglmlmesasaa.Thankwu.

|
<inage001-lp9>

peter bolmont <pbranumbelmont@gmail.eom> Tue. Feb 12. 2019 ét 12:24 PM
To: Anne Bowling <audewk@aot.oom>

call me and we can discuss options about how best to proceed
[cummmum]

PB/PTB 0020]
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