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Palmer Lake Beach Club (PLBC) Board members have received numerous inquiries from PLBC 
members about PLBC’s lake overflow system and about a lawsuit filed by a third party against 
neighboring property owners Scott and Ann Walther, which it appears some members have been led 
to believe either should or could involve PLBC.  The purpose of this memorandum is to provide a brief 
factual summary regarding these issues of interest to PLBC’s membership.   
 
Review of Palmer Lake Drainage Issue & Mitigation Project 
 
Executive Summary: 
 
 As of 2018 the historical lake overflow system was no longer functional. 
 Starting in 2018, ending in 2020, an engineered and permitted replacement system was installed, 

which also provided the Walthers with 2” of water to which they were entitled pursuant to a 1929 
easement. 

 The overflow system was never designed to be a lake recirculation system, and no such system has 
ever existed in Palmer Lake. 

 Except for emergency overflow, it is designed to only provide 2” of water flow, which the Walthers 
can control. 

 In 2024/2025 there were a number of social media comments that the Walthers were not receiving 
their 2” flow of water, but there is no communications from the Walthers to PLBC to that effect. 

 In 2024 the Walthers were sued by their southern neighbor, Tasia Robinson, who has alleged that 
the Walthers excavated a drainage ditch on her property into which they have discharged excess 
water, which is unrelated to PLBC overflow drainage from the lake. 

 
Detailed Review: 
 
PLBC is the HOA for the plat of Palmer Lake, which has 502 lots. The potable residential water system is 
operated by Washington Water. Each lot has an individual private septic system. All the roads are 
owned by the county. Because the roads are public, there is no access control or limitation of traffic in 
the HOA neighborhoods.  
 
Palmer Lake is a private lake. All the property around the edge of the lake is privately owned or owned 
by the HOA. There is no public access to the lake. Palmer lake is a very small lake that in the mid ‘60s 
was improved. It is spring fed, and the water level is supplemented by the private well operated by the 
HOA. In the winter, depending on rainfall, the lake level can rise by several feet. At the south end of the 
lake, for decades there was an overflow pipe that drained the excess water from the lake under the 
county road into a drainage swale onto private property, where it meandered across the private 
property to another property to the south, then draining into Little Palmer Lake. The first property that 



the drainage swale was on is now the Scott Walther property, and the next property to the south is now 
the Tasia Robinson property. 
 
Here is the county map showing this historical drainage that 
existed for many decades and the current parcel ownership. 
The faint blue line is the drainage swale. It’s important to note 
that this swale was completely dry for most of the year, as the 
lake only overflowed once or twice a year. 
 
Over time, when the Walther parcel was owned by the 
previous owners, the swale became filled in. It was not clear if 
this was from natural causes, or intentional filling by the then 
landowner. Pierce County became aware that this overflow 
drainage was blocked, and without any coordination or 
discussion with PLBC, had spoken to the previous landowner, 
and it was rumored had considered legal action, but in the 
end, no action was taken. This meant that for a number of 
years, the lake level would rise, and in some cases, drain 
across the road into what is now the Walther plot. 
 
In 2018, PLBC entered discussions with the Walthers to 
correct the drainage issue, to restore the historical overflow 
system. Robert Perry was the PLBC president at the time and led the discussions with Scott Walther. 
 
At the same time, the Walthers needed water to their lot. A 1929 easement (see Enclosure A) existed 
that allowed the Walther lot to receive “2 inches” of water from the lake. Of course, if the Walthers 
wanted to exercise their easement to get water from the lake, they would have had to pay for the 
engineering and work to have it done. In the discussions with the Walthers, we planned a lake overflow  
drainage system that would also provide 2” of water to the Walthers, in a manner that they could 
control. In other words, we designed a system that would allow for lake overflow on the rare occasions 
when the lake level became high, but also provided the 2” of water, under the Walthers’ control. 
 
Before proceeding on this project, PLBC entered into an agreement with Walthers, so that after 
investing in the engineering and other work, there would be no issue with the Walthers executing the 
final revised easements for the drainage pipeline through their lot. On December 29th, 2018, we 
entered into an agreement which was executed by both parties and is appended to this document 
(Enclosure B). It’s important to note that unlike the historical drainage swale which impacted the use of 
the surface of the land by the Walthers, the drainage system design is an underground pipe that allows 
for the normal usage of the land surface by the Walthers. 
 
As contemplated in paragraph 12 of the December 18, 2018, Agreement, PLBC and the Walthers also 
entered into an Easement Agreement (Enclosure C) to provide details governing the location and 
maintenance of the new overflow system.  PBLC then moved forward with the project and engaged a 
local engineering firm, Contour Engineering based in Gig Harbor, to handle the discussions with the 
County code officials and to create a design. The design was reviewed and approved by Pierce County 
(Enclosure D).  The permit is #912384 issued on 2020-04-01. 
 



The construction work was performed by Federal Construction.  On 2020-10-29 work was completed 
and inspected by the County.  The County inspection and project completion record is attached 
(Enclosure E). 
 
When the system was first activated, there was improvement to the water quality of Palmer Lake, 
because the 2” flow of water to the Walthers also allowed movement of algae and nutrients to move 
from the lake.  While this was beneficial, it was not ever part of the planned function of the lake 
overflow system. 
 
In February 2026, PLBC received a demand from the Walthers’ attorney that PLBC indemnify and defend 
the Walthers against the claims asserted in Ms. Robinson’s lawsuit pursuant to the indemnification 
terms of the Easement Agreement. After review of the relevant records, PLBC’s attorney notified the 
Walthers’s attorney that PBLC rejected his indemnification demand because the Easement indemnity 
provisions provides only that each water user shall indemnify the other parties from any claims by users 
of the system and does not provide for indemnification against claims by third parties such as Ms. 
Robinson.  PBLC’s attorney also noted that the Walthers’ February 2026 demand was untimely given 
that the lawsuit was filed in in August 2024 and a great deal of litigation had already occurred by the 
date of the demand.  The lawsuit between the Walthers and their neighbor to the south is not related to 
PLBC’s overflow from the lake but is related to the Walthers drainage of their 2” of water onto their 
neighbor. The court records of this lawsuit are public (Cause 24-2-10034-8) and its important to note 
that Scott and Anne Walther, in the response to Ms. Robinson’s lawsuit they filed on 2025-09-05 
(Section 2.4 and 2.5), acknowledged that the water flowing into Ms. Robinson’s property is from their 2” 
water line. 
 
The Board understands that the Walthers may have asserted to some members that PLBC gratuitously 
“received” valuable land from them, but the facts are quite different. The Walthers received the 1929 
easement benefit of 2” of water at essentially no cost (had PLBC not built the drainage system, the 
Walthers would have had to fund the full cost of cutting the county road, engineering and installing a 2” 
water system), and improving their property with the elimination of the drainage ditch, which allowed 
them the full use of their property surface.  At the last minute, the Walthers also indicated they would 
not sign the easements they had agreed to sign, and “wanted more”. PLBC granted the Walthers a 
roadway easement to connect the northeastern corner of their property to 24th street – the county road, 
which improved access to their property and improved its value. Then the Walthers signed the 
easements. The Walthers agreed to also fund $4,000 of the drainage system cost because they got their 
2” of water (See enclosure B). The Walthers have never paid this amount to PLBC. 
 
In 2026, there has been a lot of social media commentary about this drainage system, much of which is 
false or inaccurate. Some of this is related to the lawsuit between the Walthers and their neighbor.   
 
Here are the facts as we know them: 
 

1. The lake drainage system is designed, planned and installed as a lake overflow drainage system, 
and a system to provide 2” of water flow to the Walthers’ lot, for their benefit, not as a lake 
recirculation system. 

2. The existing drainage swale (ditch) could have been dug back out across the Walther property, 
to restore the existing historical overflow, but it was not. Instead, an underground drain line 
system was installed, which made the surface area more valuable and flatter for the Walthers. 



Had PLBC not been a good neighbor, we could have simply taken action to restore the ditch, 
which we were legally entitled to. 

3. Scott Walther interrupted several PLBC board meetings and had to be repeatedly asked to leave. 
PLBC board meetings are not public; they are for the owners (members) of PLBC. As a result, and 
because a number of board members (and an employee who was approached on the job by 
Scott) felt intimidated by Scott, as part of the PLBC’s attorneys’ communications with Scott 
Walthers attorney, he was told not to come onto PLBC property without advance approval. 

4. The Walthers have a dispute with their neighbor. It does not involve PLBC. PLBC does not desire 
to waste members’ resources to be a party to an action that does not involve us. 

5. There is no “pump” in the middle of Palmer Lake. 
6. The water fill system for Palmer Lake is just to keep the lake level up in the summer months, and 

it is turned on and off as needed, and also provides the 2” flow through drainage system to the 
Walthers, who can turn off that flow if desired. It has never functioned as a lake circulation 
system. 

 
 
If there are any questions regarding this information, please contact PLBC at 
contact@palmerlakebeachclub.com. 
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