
More than a dozen Crystal Lake
residents gathered Wednesday eve-
ning at the Algonquin Township
Building and sat in a circle. They were
all there for one of a series of weekly
meetings they’ve been holding in
efforts to stop a trucking company
from expanding to within feet of their
backyards.

Crystal Lake-based logistics and
truck repair company NVA Transpor-
tation, located at 7013 Sands Road, first
proposed a request to rezone in July in
order to expand the business by more
than 20 acres. The proposal to the city
includes parking spaces for more than
3 0 0 s em i t r u c k s and a n ew
33,000-square-foot building, according
to city documents.

“It’s ridiculous that we’re having
this conversation when they are three
to five feet from a neighbor’s house,”
resident Kevin McVearry said.

The initial proposal called for a
20-feet landscaped buffer between the
business and adjacent homes, and a

By MICHELLE MEYER
mmeyer@shawmedia.com

The next rezoning attempt by NVA
Transportation is set for Nov. 15

Image provided by the city of Crystal Lake

A digitial rendering of the proposed NVA Transportation expansion shows what the building in Crystal Lake could look like after construction
completes.

Trucking company expansion riles up Crystal Lake residents

See TRUCKING EXPANSION, page 8
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Creative Aging: Exploring
New Activities for Seniors

As we age, we can at times get stuck
in the mindset that we can’t learn
new things. But this is false. Learning
new activities helps keep the brain
active and can help improve memory.
Elderwerks Educational Services offers
the following suggestions for seniors
who are in need of creative outlets:
1. Painting
Painting is a relaxing way to be

creative. There are many methods,
such as paint-by-number canvas art,
repurposing furniture with new colors
and designs, painting birdhouses,
adding a splash of color to a wall, or
even painting flower pots to provide
colorful homes for your blooms.
2. Writing
Writing is therapeutic and can help

you work through troubles in your
mind. Writing your own story benefits
your family and documents history for
others to read. If you prefer to keep your
writing private, write in a journal to
keep your mental notes.
3. Crafting
Crafting, including crocheting,

needlepoint, woodworking, pottery,
glass-blowing, or making jewelry,
candles, cards, and photo collages, are
all creative ways to use your skills.
4. Talent
The ability to play an instrument,

sing, dance, or be an actor in a play
lies within all of us and is a great way
to share your talent. Additionally,
teaching others to use a computer, work
with tools, or cook/bake can be very
fulfilling.
There are many ways to be creative,

continue using your skillset, and
bring some joy to others while doing it.
Volunteering your time teaching others
is rewarding as well. The achievements
made are your own, but the outcomes
can positively affect others. Whatever
you choose to do, do it now for your own
wellbeing.
Elderwerks Educational Services is

a not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization
offering senior living coordination,
advocacy, and education. Elderwerks
provides complimentary information,
referrals, and guidance to older adults,
seniors, caregivers, and families.

Elderwerks Educational Services
251 E. Northwest Highway
Palatine, IL 60067
855.462.0100
https://www.elderwerks.org/
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$349 Brake
Pads & Rotor
Special!*

*some vehicles will require additional parts, labor and/or cost.

Full Service Auto Repair

SM-CL2110453

5220 S. IL RT. 31 • CRYSTAL LAKE
815-526-3552

$5 OFF
SYNTHETIC BLEND

OIL CHANGE
(REG. PRICE $37.99)

5W20 & 5W30
Includes FREE Safety Inspection
Add a Tire Rotation for Only $10

Appointments Highly Recommended

Most Cars. Up to 5 Qts. Some oil
filters have additional cost. Subject to
Environment Fee of $2. With Coupon

Only. Expires 12/31/2023

$15 OFF
SYNTHETIC
OIL CHANGE
(REG. PRICE $79.99)
0W20, 5W20 & 5W30

Includes FREE Safety Inspection
Add a Tire Rotation for Only $10

Appointments Highly Recommended

Most Cars. Up to 5 Qts. Some oil
filters have additional cost. Subject to
Environment Fee of $2. With Coupon

Only. Expires 12/31/2023
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POP UP SHOPPOP UP SHOP
AT THE DOAT THE DOLE

AY!!TODAY!!

POP UP SHOP
AT THE DOLE

TODAY!!

FOOD & BAR

Rain Rain Go Away!
But IF It Won’t,

Come IN To Play!
(OR SHOP THE POP UP!)

JUST $5
TOUR THE DOLE MANSION

(1st Floor Only)
SHOP THE POP UP SHOPS!

RAIN OR SHINE!RAIN OR SHINE!RAIN OR SHINE!
LIVE MUSIC 4-8PM

401 Country Club Road 60014

IS TODAY!

OPEN
12PM-3PM

AND 4PM-8PM

company representative said they’re
willing to negotiate on that point, but
the residents’ concerns remain.

McVearry acts as an unofficial
leader of the group and strategizes
with his neighbors. They bounce
around ideas on how to prove that
the expansion would create air,
water and noise pollution, along with
traffic and safety impacts.

NVA Trucking was scheduled to
appear before the Crystal Lake plan-
ning and zoning commission on Oct.
18 but asked for a delay to create a
revised plan, including a traffic
study. The next rezoning attempt is
set for the Nov. 15 commission meet-
ing, Crystal Lake City Planner Eliza-
beth Maxwell said.

This is the second delay request
NVA Transportation has made. The
company was originally scheduled to
appear at a September meeting.
McVearry said he thinks it’s the com-
pany’s attempt to make residents
lose interest.

“That’s the tough part,” he said.
“We’re trying to rally everybody
together.”

Attorney Mark Daniel, represent-
ing NVA Transportation, said they
needed the extra time to present a
revised plan that addresses certain

resident concerns.
“We’ll have some fencing and

landscaping that they’ll be able to see
that’s enhanced compared to the last
plans that were submitted,” Daniel
said.

NVA Transportation will also
have testimonials and reports on the
expansion’s environmental impacts,
Daniel said.

“It’ll be in compliance with all
[Environmental Protection Agency]
standards and any county and local

standards,” he said.
NVA Transportation first pre-

sented the rezoning request to the
Crystal Lake planning and zoning
commission on July 19. More than
100 residents attended, with dozens
speaking about their concerns.

“NVA acquiring land that was
zoned out of favor for their profitable
desires is not a hardship,” resident
Brian Anders said at the meeting.
“We are the ones facing the hard-
ship.”

Neighbors started an online peti-
tion in July before the company pre-
sented the rezoning request to the
city. Now, the Change.org petition
has more than 1,200 signatures.

Despite months of delays, the
neighbors continue to organize.
Along with weekly meetings, they
communicate on a Facebook group
and created a website called Save-
SandsRoad.com.

Residents are looking at other
ways the expansion could affect
Crystal Lake including potential
flooding and increased traffic.

Neighbors first felt the effects of
the proposed expansion when the
woodlands behind their homes were
removed last October by the com-
pany without warning, they said.
More than 150 trees were removed to
clear space for the proposed expan-
sion.

“We have a swing set in the back,
we have little kids, we have pets,”
resident Jen Walker said. “We were
just, for lack of a better word, trau-
matized by this.”

After the Nov. 15 meeting, NVA
Transportation will hold a separate
public meeting to connect with neigh-
bors to further the conversation,
Daniel said.

“We should have that meeting so
the people have a full understanding
whether or not they agree with the
project,” he said.

• TRUCKING EXPANSION
Continued from page 4

Shaw Local News Network file photo

NVA Transportation is located at 7013 Sands Road, Crystal Lake.


