Summary
· The Houston Safety Council monthly meeting was called to order, opened with invocation and the Pledge, then proceeded to introductions, reports, old/new business, and a guest talk on certifications and current CDL/ELP issues.
· Elections: board members moved up; Chad was named the new alternate board member.
· Finances: the treasurer reported routine income/expenses; current balance quoted at $11,483.66.
· Recognition: rare “Pathfinder” award (given ~every 10 years) recognized senior contributors (incl. Mike K. and Lonnie Bennett, among others). Photos posted to the council’s social pages.
· Programs & events:
· Driver Appreciation Cookout set for Wed, Oct 29, 2025 (La Porte PAD) — volunteers, in-kind items, and cash donations requested.
· Blue Santa gift collection next month; bring items to the next meeting.
· Joe Atkinson Award nominations due Dec 13, 2025; past recipients vote; jackets presented in January.
· Spring Golf Tournament (date TBA) — goal is biggest yet; start recruiting teams/sponsors.
· Ongoing speaker recruitment for the new year.
· Meeting day: quick pulse on possibly moving off Fridays; mixed reactions (some prefer Wed/Thu, many indifferent/okay with Friday).
· Professional development: strong push to pursue safety certifications (state & national options with peer boards; pathways to transfer/upgrade credentials). Mentorship available.
· Featured safety/regulatory briefing:
· Texas DPS (aligning with an FMCSA emergency rule) has suspended issuance/renewal/reissue of non-domiciled CDLs/CLPs for certain non-citizens (e.g., refugees, asylees, DACA) effective Sept 29, 2025, until further notice.
· Licenses tied to work authorization: holders without current, valid work documents or passports risk downgrade (e.g., to Class C) or being considered unlicensed if expired; out-of-service applies at roadside if found during an inspection.
· ELP (English Language Proficiency) enforcement in Texas is being emphasized: roadside interactions may include basic Q&A and traffic sign comprehension. Intrastate-only (historical “K”) allowances may narrow; watch for updates.
· Practical impact: recruiting could tighten; carriers with non-domiciled CDL drivers should proactively audit documentation to avoid surprise downgrades/interruptions.
Key Points & Dates
· Now: Start lining up volunteers/donations for Driver Appreciation; confirm what’s needed with Sylvia/Henry; cash donations coordinated with Lonnie.
· Oct 29, 2025 (Wed): Driver Appreciation Day @ La Porte PAD. Setup ~7:00–9:00 am; serve until food runs out. Optional Halloween-style fun encouraged.
· Next Meeting: Bring Blue Santa gifts; speaker slated from “Blue ____”.
· Dec 13, 2025: Joe Atkinson Award nomination deadline.
· January 2026: Joe Atkinson Award presentation meeting.
· Spring 2026: Golf Tournament (date TBA) — target high turnout; start sponsor outreach now.
Action Items (for members/companies)
1. Volunteer & Donate for Oct 29:
· People (grill/serve), coolers, tables, water/sodas, condiments, produce, swag for drivers.
· Cash donations welcome to cover gaps/last-minute runs.
2. Promote Attendance:
· Tell drivers it’s driver-focused (not enforcement) and an easy in-and-out event.
3. Submit Nominations:
· Draft and send Joe Atkinson Award nominations before Dec 13.
4. Plan a Talk:
· Propose topics or volunteer as a guest speaker for early 2026 agenda.
5. Prep for Golf:
· Start forming teams and lining up sponsors/prizes.
6. Compliance Readiness (high priority):
· Audit I-9 files for any non-citizen CDL drivers; verify unexpired passports and work authorization end-dates.
· Keep copies of current documents accessible; set ticklers for renewals.
· Train dispatch/frontline leaders on ELP expectations and how to respond/support drivers.
· Review any intrastate-only drivers and routes; watch for changes to restrictions.
· Ensure HR & Safety know how to respond if a CDL is downgraded mid-employment (routing, coverage, customer notifications).
Open Questions / Watch List
· Will Texas formally change or sunset the intrastate (“K”) path in light of ELP emphasis?
· When will DPS/FMCSA reinstate processing for non-domiciled CLP/CDL applicants (and under what criteria)?
· Any official guidance on grace periods for renewals impacted by document lags?

