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5 Freeway traffic improvements in the Newhall Pass were approved by the Los Angeles County Metro 
of directors, officials said Thursday.
The board unanimously approved actions Thursday to move forward on two projects identified by North Los Angeles County leaders and residents as high priorities under Measure M.

This will include a construction support services contract for the I-5 North Capacity Enhancements project in the Santa Clarity Valley and a rail corridor service development plan for the High
Corridor project in the Antelope Valley.

The board’s approval of the construction support services contract for the I-5 project is a critical milestone that is required for the procurement process of a construction contractor and to ad
assist throughout the construction of the project, which is set to begin in Spring 2021, according to the agency.

The project is set to add new north and south carpool lanes between the SR-14/I-5 interchange and Castaic and will add southbound truck-only lanes through Newhall. The project was appr
County voters as a “first-decade” project with funding through Measure M. It also received significant grant funds from state and federal agencies.

“The I-5 is the backbone of commerce in the Western U.S. and this project is the realization of many years of effort and partnership with local, state and federal stakeholders,” said Supervis
Barger who represents Santa Clarita. “I want to acknowledge the Metro project team and Caltrans for their close coordination on this project, in addition to some key local leaders who have
advocated over the years, including Victor Lindenheim and the I-5 Golden State Gateway Coalition, and the North County Transportation Coalition Executive Director Arthur Sohikian.”

To move the High Desert Intercity Rail Corridor closer to the “shovel-ready” stage, the Metro board’s approval of a rail corridor service development plan includes at least 15 percent prelimin
operations, safety and maintenance plans; rail modeling and simulation analysis; fleet and technology planning; station access analysis; right-of-way impacts; integration with existing rail sy
financial modeling and potential funding support.

The plan will be the result of a funding partnership between XpressWest, Metro, and the California State Transportation Agency.
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To ensure that the plan moved forward expeditiously, Barger agreed to advance $1.5 million from her 5th District Proposition A discretionary funds, which will ultimately be repaid by Metro t
Measure M funds at a later date.

“This is a transformative project for Palmdale, the Antelope Valley and the greater Los Angeles region,” said Barger. “We have an exciting private sector partner in XpressWest in addition to o
partners. Working together, we are bringing this project to the shovel-ready stage. After many years of coordinated efforts between Los Angeles and San Bernardino Counties I’m very excite
move another step closer to delivering a one-seat, high-speed ride from Palmdale to Las Vegas and linking to our Metrolink system.”

Do you have a news tip? Call us at (661) 298-1220, or send an email to newstip@hometownstation.com. Don’t miss a thing. Get breaking KHTS Santa Clarita News Alerts deliv
your inbox. Report a typo or error, email Corrections@hometownstation.com

KHTS FM 98.1 and AM 1220 is Santa Clarita’s only local radio station. KHTS mixes in a combination of news, traffic, sports, and features along with your favorite adult contemporary hits. Sa
news and features are delivered throughout the day over our airwaves, on our website and through a variety of social media platforms. Our KHTS national award-winning daily news brief
read daily by 34,000+ residents. A vibrant member of the Santa Clarita community, the KHTS broadcast signal reaches all of the Santa Clarita Valley and parts of the high desert communitie
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