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Timbers burn Battery
on late penalty kick

repeatedly stymied by the retooled
TIMBERS 2’ BATTERY | Battery defense, which only _in-
BY ANDREW MOSIER cluded one player, Ivan McKinley,

from last week’s horrid defeat

against Atlanta. The solid back-

line did well, giving Hudock little
to do.

That all changed in the 28th
minute when Battery defender
Jason Kutney was slow pushing
forward and left league-leading
scorer Alan Gordon onside with
nothing but green grass and
Hudock in between him and the
goal. Gordon took advantage and
slotted home his seventh goal of
the season.

Paul Conway, returning from
injury, leveled the score in the
42nd minute off a brilliantly
played cross from Simmonds.
Having jumped on a long clear-
ance into the corner, Simmonds
held his defender at bay in the cor-
ner until he had support in Con-
way. Conway got his head on a
waist-high cross and tucked it
neatly into the near post.

With 20 minutes remaining in the
match, Battery coach Chris
Ramsey inserted forwards Wolde
Harris and Chris Bagley up front
with Conway to pressure the Port-
land goal. Several attempts fell
just short, and it looked like
Charleston was content to take its
chances in overtime when the
penalty was awarded.

“It’s like we have a black cloud
over us at the moment,” Ramsey
said. “I'm very, very disappointed
with that call. There wasn’t any-
thing that warranted that call, But
they have their ways and their
means of doing things. From our

point of view, it’s just another
chapter in the saga we seem to be
in at the moment.”

Special to The Post and Courier

DANIEL ISLAND —It seemed the
Charleston Battery had done
everything they needed to against
Portland on Friday night.

With the score tied 1-1 in injury
time, it looked like the revived
Battery would walk away with at
least a point against the unbeaten
Timbers at Blackbaud Stadium.
Until referee Andres Pfefferkom
had his say in the matter.

With less than a minute left in
stoppage time, Pfefferkom whis-
tled an inexplicable foul on Bat-
tery defender Mark Watson inside
the Battery penalty area, award-

ing the Timbers a penalty kick.
Alex Bengard slammed home the
spot-kick past a diving Dusty
Hudock to beat the Battery 2-1.

No sooner did the ball bulge the
net than the referee ended the game
and was escorted by police off the
field, and out of the stadium, as the
more than 4,000 fans in attendance
whistled their displeasure.

“There was no foul on the play,”
said Watson. “From the referee’s
point of view, it was embarrass-
ing, I thought. I just headed it

away, and he blew the whistle. It’s
a pretty devastating way to lose a
game.”

The Battery (2-4-3) had the first
good chance of the game four min-
utes in, when Greg Simmonds
cracked a right-footed blast off the
post. Aleksey Korol jumped on the
rebound and hit goalkeeper Josh
Saunders square in the chest before
the ball was cleared to safety.

The Timbers (6-0), with the best
attack in the A-League, were

Santos aims to play spoiler

Associated Press _ Santos said. “T can give him no ad-

vice because I'm going to try to
NEW YORK —Jose Santos knows beat him, The only thing I can tell
the pressure jockey Stewart El- him s ‘Good Luck.”’
liott is facing heading into the Bel- Santos said he had a great time
mont Stakes. * during his Triple Crown run.
Santos rode Funny Cide, last “J¢ Was very exciting,” Santos
year’s Kentucky Derby and Preak- saiq. “Me and my family had a
ness winner who came up short in great time. We made a lot of good
the Belmont in his Triple Crown friends through the Triple Crown.”
try. The popular New York-bred Funny Cide was unable to handle

gelding finished third as the even- the wet
monev favorite '€ wet track at Belmont.
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Kinston (N.C.) Regional
At Grainger Stadium
Kinston, N.C.
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Game 1 — Stony Brook at East Carolina, ppd., rain
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Kenl State 2, Notre Dame 1
Arizona 7, UC Irvine 3
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