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The Good, The Bad, & The Ugly
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The best and the worst of the Palmetto State in 2007

B Many Thanks

For the eleventh year
in a row, Travel +
Leisure bestowed us
with the title of most
polite city in the coun-
try. (Reviewers appar-
ently haven't driven on
I-26 at rush hour.)
They also named
Charleston one of the
“10 Best” destinations
in North America. It's
hard not to agree with
that, even with traffic.

THE BAD

| S
I Bye-Bye?

The Town of Edisto
Beach threatened to
secede from Colleton
County and rejoin
Charleston County
after the school board
instituted a mill levy

M Do It for the Kids
The South Carolina
Education Lottery—
also known by some
as the idiot tax—
contributed more than
$273 million to edu-
cational programs
throughout the state
and made some peo-
ple very rich in the
process. Who's the
idiot now?

M No Such Bliss
South Carolina resi-
dents may be the
most polite, but they
are also the most
brutal toward each
other. The Palmetto
State had the dubious
distinction of the most
reported domestic
violence cases—
more than 30,000
this year—in the

M Lookin’ Up
Search engine super-
power Google invested
$600 million into a
new data center in
Berkeley County. Once
operational, the center
will employ about 200
people. Calling all
computer geeks!

M You Want Some
Fries With That?
When it comes to
being healthy, S.C. res-
idents aren’t, ranking
42nd in the U.S. The
state’s low education
and high poverty, vio-
lence, and obesity
rates contribute largely
to the insalubrious
state of its citizens. The
good news is the rank-

M You Too

The Citadel, of all
places, was the site of
an early Democratic
presidential debate
this year. But it was the
method of questioning,
not the very red-tinted
location, that garnered
national attention. For
the first time, candi-
dates fielded (and
even answered) ques-
tions submitted by
citizens via YouTube.

M Abreast of the
Situation

City Council member
Wendell Gaillard has
again railed against
those sinful coeds who
scandalize the city by
frolicking with the sun
on their bare shoulders
in Marion Square. Or
maybe he revisits the
topic every year 'cause
the view is better from

THE UGLY

il

M Dream Come
True The first fuse-
lage for the next gen-
eration Boeing 787
Dreamliner rolled off
the North Charleston
assembly line in May.
When complete, the
state-of-the-art plant
will create more than
700 jobs.

M Reedin’ & Ritein’
The state’s education
system has yet again
come under fire with
the news that we are
dead last in the coun-
try in high school grad-
uation rates. Less than
half of S.C.’s freshmen
will don cap and gown.
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Il We’ll Leave the
Light On For You
The folks at Travel +
Leisure sure do love
Charleston. They
ranked three Low-
country hotels in their
Top 10 in North Amer-
ica: Woodlands Resort
& Inn (#2), The Sanc-
tuary at Kiawah Island
Golf Resort (#5), and
Planters Inn (#7).
Wonder if they give
locals a discount?

I Party Poopers
When political satirist
Stephen Colbert
declared his run for
the presidency, every-
one, including state
Democratic Party lead-
ers, thought it was just
a joke. Not so much.
After he filed to be put
on the ballot in S.C.,
party officials voted to
not allow the funny-

«
T
o
<
«
o
o
e
o
T
o
e
z
w
=
-




