St. Casimir Parish Council Meeting
Monday, May 9, 2022

In attendance:	Fr. Ryan Pietrocarlo
		Mira Gasko
		Vicki Kruszka

OPENING PRAYER led by Fr. Ryan

OLD BUSINESS
a. Approval of Parish Council Statutes – Mira Gasko moved to approve, and Vicki Kruszka seconded – the Statutes are approved.
b. Church Bathroom Updates – Fr. Ryan said that St. Casimir’s has received a grant for $17,000 and we still have $20,000 from last year; however, the $20,000 grant will expire June 30th.  Fr. Ryan may ask permission to use this money for a different parish project.  Niezgodski has provided an estimate in the amount of $74,553.00; we are also contacting Hermann & Goetz for an estimate.
c. St. Casimir Parish Festival – St. Casimir will have a Parish Festival run mainly by the Hispanic parishioners on the third Sunday of August (8/21/22) from 1:00pm to 5:00pm.  Married Men’s Club will try to assist in getting the corn for this.  It will be smaller than the Corn & Sausage Roast, without a ‘Beer Garden’ or a band, but will include different food booths and kids games.  Vicki volunteered to check on if any of the old kids games are still somewhere; if not, she will get replacements.
d. Church Ceilings – Fr. Ryan said we have an estimate of $23,000 to paint the main nave of the church but does not include the sacristy area.
e. Council Membership Drive – Fr. Ryan was given some names for consideration/invitations for the new year beginning July 1.


NEW BUSINESS
a. Intinction – Fr. Ryan said that Bishop Rhoades has given permission for the parishes to offer Holy Communion under “Intinction” which is the priest or EMHC dipping the Host into the Precious Blood and then placing it on the communicant’s tongue.  This is to be offered only to those receiving Holy Communion on the tongue – not in the hand.  This will require one additional EMHC to hold the chalice next to the priest with an altar server holding the paten under the person’s chin.  There will be an announcement regarding a designated line for receiving on the tongue.
b. Neo-Catechumenal Way – Per Fr. Ryan’s request, Mira Gasko offered her thoughts on the meetings held since she attended them regularly.  She suggested that perhaps meeting only one day a week as opposed to two might be better for some people.  She also suggested that they should let people know ahead of time about confessions and retreats so that people might be able to prepare.  Fr. Ryan said that a small group of 13 will continue to meet on Tuesdays but may eventually join with another group that’s already been meeting on Thursdays
c. Fix-It List – Mira Gasko went through many items that had been completed from the list.  A few things were discussed about taking care of, one of which is removing the wooden ramp by the school since it is not used anymore and is beginning to show signs of disrepair.  Fr. Ryan mentioned two outside groups that asked, for their projects, to beautify in front of the rectory/church and also the Mary garden.  Greg applied for a grant from the city for the sidewalk in front of the Webster St. parking lot.  Also, the double doors that lead into the school from the parking lot will be replaced this summer.
d. Eucharistic Renewal – The USCCB has designated a 3-year Eucharistic Renewal plan to aid catechesis for Catholics who think the Eucharist is merely a symbol.  The 2022-2023 focus is on the diocese – the USCCB will provide resources to every diocese in the U.S. to aid in this endeavor.  One of the events in our FW-SB diocese will be a Eucharistic Procession on the Feast of Corpus Christi in Warsaw, Indiana.  Fr. Ryan would like to take a group from our parishes down to participate in this diocesan-wide event.  The 2023-2024 focus will be on the parish – one example Bishop Rhodes wants to do in our own diocese is for every parish to have a 40 Hours adoration event – the diocesan office will send resources to each parish for this second phase.  The 2024-2025 focus will be nationwide – one of events for this phase will be a Eucharistic Congress held in Indianapolis, date TBD.


ADDITIONAL COMMENTS FROM COUNCIL MEMBERS
a. Fr. Ryan discussed the Eucharistic Renewal, restating that 2022-2023 will be the diocesan phase, 2023-2024 focus will be the parish phase –Bishop Rhodes has suggested that every parish have a 40 Hours adoration event.  Fr. Ryan said that Msgr. Schooler sent emails for the different parishes to put in requests for days for their respective 40 Hours events.  We will first request the time around the Feast of St. Casimir, with a couple secondary requests.  Then 2024-2025 focus will be the national phase with a Eucharistic Conference held in Indianapolis July 17-24, 2022.
b. Vicki Kruszka asked that the St. Casimir Formed website be listed in the bulletin.

CLOSING PRAYER led by Fr. Ryan.

Next Parish Council Meeting is scheduled for Monday, August 8, at 6:00pm in the meeting room.
