












THE WRITING OF THE GOSPELS 
The Eyewitness Accounts of Jesus Christ and the Early Church 

c. AD 60-70 
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--Jr.L_�--� ..... 
Written in Hebrew (or Aramaic) 
for Jewish believers in jt'rusalem. 
f'OCused on Jesus as the Messiah 
and His teachings. 

(Nr, <mginal zut ,urvit�s.) 

The earliest canonical Gospel. 
Written by John Mark, a companion 
of �1er, balled on Pe1er's �ewitnes.s 
account or Jesus. 

Written by Matthew the apostle 
and t.ax colltttor for Jewish 
believer,, showfog Jcsui &$ the 
Mes$iah and King. 

AO 40-50 AO 50-60 

FRAGMENTS OF MATTHEW'S GOSPEL THAT EXIST TODAY 
No original manuscript of Matthew's Gospel surviv«. 
Howc\lCf, we have thousands of manUKript copies and 
fragmenu, some from as early as the 2nd century. 

PAPYRUS 64 (1'64) 
c.. AO llS-IS0 

One of1he e:.rliest known 
fragments of the G�pcb. 

Contains M.stthtw 26:6-13; 
27,35; 27,4►54, 

PAPYRUS 67 (1'67) 
c. AO 12S-17S 

(;oa1.:1.iru porti,oni of 
Matthew 1:1-4:JI 
(including the 
Bcatitud<.'$). 

PAPYRUS 77 (1'n) PAPYRUS 101 (1'101) 
c. AD 150-200 c. AD 250-350 

Contains M.-uhew 11:2-12 Contains portions of 
and 12:14-16. 23-24. Matthew JS:23-31; 

16:U-20. 

AO 60-70 

PAPYRUS 116 (1'101) 
c. AD 250-350 

C:,cuains portions of 
Matthew 18:31-19:4. 

In addition 10 these papyri, we have many early uncfal manuscripts (4th-5th century) and thousands of 
oopiell in later manU$cripts in Greek, Latin, Syriac, Coptic, and other la.ngu;igt1;. 

c. AD 60-70 c. AD 90-100 c. AD 62-63 

Written by Luke, the physician 
.and companion of Paul, to giYe 
an orderly account for Theophilu� 
and Centile believers. 

Written by John the apos-tle, 
1he son of Zebedtt, emphasizing 
the divinity o( Christ a.td etttnal 
life thl'(lugh fl'!ith in Him. 

Written by Luke as a continuation 
of his Gospel, d«o"ibing the Church, 
the work of the l-loly Spirit, and 
the mission to the world. 

AO 60-70 

THE GOSPEL OF THE HEBREWS 
An ancient G�pc:I used by :K>me Jcw6.h 
Christians in the 1st and 2nd centuries. 
Written i.n Hebrew (or Aramaic::). 
Quoted by early church fathers. 

Topics included: 
• Jesus as the Messiah 
• His ,caching$ and miracles 
• His pa.s.sion and resutttetion 

1'n'1�fl""01r1t�'Pt"11,\,, 

�h�t �t=J,::.:t
l>P•....,..·e1·•.l:;1'•� 
Jlr,?\l'l'!f•r18cvt"'-l•tt.,.., 

No original manuscript survi,·ts. 
Only quotati(Ml$ and reference, 
ttmi.io from writcu •uch as: 
Jeromt, Origc-n, Ot-mcnt of Akxa.ndri:a, 
Epiph3niu.s, and Eu,ebius. 

AO 90-100 
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AO 62-63 

THE BOOK OF ACTS 
A Bridge from the Co,pels tQ the Church 

., 

Dncribcs th4.' 1 loly Spirit coming at f>cntec01St. 

Shows the growth of the Church in Jerus.a.lem, 
Judea. SJimaria, and t() the ends of the earth. 

�erords the minisuy o( Peter, ih,c com•crsion o( 
Paul, and the mi"ion to the Gentile&. 

Written to encourage belie\·ers and show 
rhit the Gospel is for alJ n:ui,ons. 

"These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that by believing you may have life in His name." - John 20:31 







THE EARLY CHURCH: FROM JERUSALEM TO PELLA, ANTIOCH & THE ORANTES RIVER 

1. JERUSALEM 
AD 30-70 

ihc churdl is born 

MAJOR MOVEMENTS 
•-• Jc:uu.lcm to Pella 
••• Ptll:i � Antio,ch 
...... Andodi to the Nati00$ 

Thes.t routes carried 
behtviers. 1iea-chers, teuen, 
aM Scriptures. 

Driven by persecutwn, guided by the Spirit-carrying the Gospel to the ends of the earth. 

2. PERSECUTION RISES 
AD64-70 

Hostility in«e.aSC$. 
Believers are &C-'ttcred 

Ueru.salem's desuuction 
in AO 70 by litus). 
M1:tny flee for �fcty. 

�r,«'U.bc,n 
&ndsancnrig 

I 3. TO PELLA (IN OECAPOUS) 
C. A.O 70 

1 lklic\·ers., including <"ldcrs, 
relocate 3Cr0$$ the J<>rdan 

4. TO ANTIOCH 
c. AD 70-80 

Antioch on Lhc Orontcs 
becomes a major cente.r 
for bclicveJ3-Gwtilc$ ...... to Pella for iafety. 

..,... £uscbius (}-list. Eccl. 3.5) 
T«ord.$ thl� move. 

J.nl•Sdl v::fltury 
Churches and monasttric, 

multiply manuscripts. 
lgn,1tim" knen and lhc 

New TcstM'lcnt circ1,d.;itc 
th.rougbout the cmpirt', 

Mo-lc-toPdla ToAotioch 

and Jews wor�hip togtthcr . 
Herc the di&eiplei wtrc 
first called "Christians." 

(Acts 11:26) 

2nd-Sth Century 
The inspi.rod books b«ome 
e�u1blished and are �ad 
in<:hurc.�: 
• Gospels (Matthew, Mark. 

Lui«-, John) 
• Aa:i. 

• Paul's Leners 

Alltiom on I.lie- Onntcs 
b«iomcl II major hub ll.'lllll.UXnpts 

5. ANTIOCH ON THE ORANTES RNER 
c. AD 5-0-120 

THE JOURNEY OF 
THE EARLY CHURCH 

A hub of teaching, discipleship, 
and sending mission.aries. 

A global crouroads whe re the 
Cospd i.s written, copi«I, 

a.nd sent to the nation,. 

ltwmtiooof 
·-

ft, From persec:ution 
W' 10 ptt!tervanon 

A. From Jerusalem 
U' to the Mtions 

t.Jl\. From a local movement 
W to a glob.al mission 

A From o,raJ t�d\ing 
� 10 wriue-n Scripture 

"Whut you ha� hC'i1rd/rom mt 
in die pr�ru:t of ma11y witnnseJ 
entrust ro foith/ul mien who 14'ill bt 

ablt to teach others t11$o." 

- 2 Timothy 2:2 















































































































































fr ONE BOOK. Two THOUSAND YEARS. 

MILLIONS OF BELIEVERS. ONE TRUE STORY. 
---------e"""j:>--t::...--------

T he New Testament did not come down to us by chance. 
It was written by cyewilnesses, preserved by faithful believers, 
protected through ;,ersecution, carefully cop;ed by generations of scribes, 
defended by the Church, and finally printed and translated 
so that the mess.ago? of Ch rise could reach the world. 

Tms IS THAT STORY. 
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FROM THE APOSTL£S TO THE EARLY CHURCH 
See hew the New Testament was written, copied, 
and trusted in the first century. 

THROUGH PERSECUTION AND TRIAL 
DiS<;oYer how believers preserved God's Word 
even when their lives were at risk. 

MANUSCRIPTS, FATHER.S, AND COUNCILS 
Explore ancient manuscripts. Church Fathe£S, 
and key councils that shaped the Church and 
guarded the Scrtprures. 

ThANsLATIONS IllAT CHANGED THE WORLD 

Folio--. the journey from i.neient langu�ges io the 
pr'inri:ng press, and the birth of 1he 1Ci1\g James Bible. 

PRESERVED FOR ALL NATIONS 
Fmm monasteries to modem missions, see how the 
Word of God reached every corner of the e:i.rth. 

INSIDE You WILL DISCOVER: 

• Hundreds of full-color images and maps • The history of Bible translations
• Ancient manuscripts and papyri • The l<tng Jrunes Bil>le and its legacy
• Church Fathers and their writings • ArchaeologicaJ discoveries
• Pel'$«utions and miraculous preservation • A 40+ p<ige full-cobr atlas
• Important Church councils and creeds • Timelines, eharts, and hundreds of facts

GOD'S WORD ENDURES. 

THIS IS THE STORY OF How HE MADE IT POSSIBLE. 
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