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ARIUS (c. 256 - c. 336 AD)

THE MAN, HIS TEACHINGS, AND THE FOLLOWING HE AMASSED

A CONTROVERSIAL TEACHER WHO SPARKED A WORLDWIDE CONTROVERSY J

WHO WAS ARIUS?

Arius was a presbyter and teacher in Alexandria, -
Egypt.

A brilliant speaker with a

powerful personality, he rose

to prominence for his teachings

that challenged the deity

of Christ and the teachings

of the Church.

THE FOLLOWING ARIUS AMASSED

L]
Arius denied the eternal deity of Jesus Christ. d Through his eloquence and political connections,
His key beliefs included: ‘L‘.‘a" p I Arius gained a large and influential following.

Christ was a created being, not eternal. Condemned by
“There was when He was not.” the Church

® The Son was inferior to the Father. Arius’ teachings were d | | Many bishops, Support from Widespread Thousands
The Father alone is unbegorten and eternal. m"de'f‘"‘d a the priests, and several influential acceptance in of clergy and

Council of Nicaea deacons across leaders and churches of the laypeople
Christ was created by the Father in 325 AD, which the Empire civil authorities East
out of nothing. affimed that Jesus |
. ) Christ is “of one | His teachings spread rapidly, especially in:
| e bc‘ﬁr:’:zu(‘::cw}::ﬁhéxfcmmm‘ Egypt ¢ Palestine ¢ Syria * Asia Minor ¢ Thrace

Salvation is through Christ as God's
instrument, not because of His deity.

the dominant belief

in many regions

y , for decades,

a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom.” — Hebrews 1:8 challenging orthodox
Christianity
throughout the
Roman Empirce.

“But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever:

PROMINENT SUPPORTERS OF ARIUS

+ Euscbius of Nicomedia ~ Bishop who openly supported Arius

+ Euscbius of Caesarea (in carly years) — Initially associated
with Anian sympathics

+ The Emperor Conswntine (at times) - Showed periods of
favor toward Arian positions

+ Many Eastern Bishops - Especially in the 4th century

+ Arianism was condemned but not
immcdiatcly eradicated.

+ His controversy led the Church to
clearly articulate the deity of Christ
in the Nicene Creed.

: “FOR WHO HATH KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD? OR WHO
y/ _ . HATH BEEN HIS COUNSELLOR? OR WHO HATH FIRST GIVEN TO 27

HiM., AND IT SHALL BE RECOMPENSED UN HIM AGAIN?”
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