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DEDICATION 

Dedicated to my wife, 

my gift, the most godly and 

courageous woman I know. 
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ARIUS (c. 256 - c. 336 AD)
THE MAN, HIS TEACHINGS, AND THE FOLLOWING HE AMASSED 

A C ONTROVERSIAL TEACHER WHO SPARKED A WORLDWIDE CONTROVERSY 

Arius denied the eternal deity of Jesus Christ. 
His key beLiefs included: 

0 Christ \\"ll a creattd being, not ttttna.l. 
--rhctt was when He was not." 

� The Son was inferior to the Father. 'If' The Father alone is unbcgotten and eternal. 

1111/!1.J;. Chri>t w:as cr,ai,d by the Father 
"fl out of nothing. 

0 Chri>t w:as the high<>! of aeatures, 
but not equal with God. 

0 Salvation is through Christ as God's 
instrument, not because of His deity. 

1,,.,--· 

Condemned by 
the Church 

Arius' teachings •"ere 
condemned at the 
Council ofNicaea 
in 325 AD, which 
affirmed that Jesus 
Christ is .. of one 

• Rut unto the S011 he saith. lhy throne, 0 God, 1s for e<•er and ewr. 
a sceptre of nghteousness 1s the sceptrt· of thy k111gdom .. - Hebrew, I 8 

1'1{0�1I\'l-\1 SLPl'ORlrRS Of :\IULS 

+ Ewebiui of Nicomedia - Bishop who openly supported Arius 

+ Ewebius of Caesata (in early ycm)- Initially assocwd 
with Arian sympathies 

♦ The, Emperor Constantine (at times) -Shov,-,d periods cl 
fa\'or toward Arian positions 

♦ Many Eastern Bishops- Especially in th, 4th century 

♦ Arianism was condemned but noc. 
immediately er.adic:atcd. 

+ Mis controversy led the Church to 
cle1rly Articulate ,he dei1y of Chri>t 
in the Nicene Crttd. 

\\'HO W\S \Rll'S? 

Arius was a presbyter and teacher in Alexandria, 
Egypt. 

A brilliant speaker with a 
powerful personality, he rose 
to prominence for his teachings 
that challenged the deity 
of Christ and the teachings 
of the Church. 

fnrlt ,'"' uf•1�. '11 ,\(•'· H'11 rz ht H.J, r:1)[, 
drltl fwf1n1 h1 H�i, hrirn. 111 Hd\ r1 )f 

- .\nu� 

l'HF H)l I O\\'l:\C, AKIUS \1\1.-\SSED 

Through bis eloquence and political connections ,  
Arius gained a large and influential following. 

e e e •
Many bishops, Support from Widespread Thousands 

priest:S,and several influential acc.epta.nee in of clergy and 
deacons across leaders and chwches of the laypeople 

the Empire civil authoritie:s East 

H,s teachings spread rapidly, cspcually m: 
Egypt • Palestine • Syria • Asia Minor • Thr.1cc 

the dominant belief 
in many regions 
for decades, 
challenging onhodox 
Christianity 
throughout the 
Roman Empire. 

AIIIIIIIIIIIII'�
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