
V i s i t i n g  t h e  p l a c e s  t h a t  i n s p i r e d

t h e  " g r a n d  a n d  g l o r i o u s  n o i s e "

o f  C h a r l e s  I v e s .

M u c h  h a s  c h a n g e d  i n

D a n b u r y ,  C o n n e c t i c u t
a n d  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g
H o u s a t o n i c  V a l l e y  s i n c e
C h a r l e s  I v e s  m a d e  h i s  h o m e

h e r e .  P l a c e s  o f  s p e c i a l
i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  c o m p o s e r  a r e
m a r k e d  o n  t h e  m a p  s h o w n

h e r e  a n d  d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h e y

w e r e  i n  h i s  t i m e .  E n j o y  t h i s
t o u r  o f  t h e n  a n d  n o w . . .

1 210 MAIN STREET
Original site of the Ives'
homestead. Built in 1790
and situated 60 yards from
Main Street, it remained at
this location until 1923
when the property was
bought by Danbury
National Bank.Charles
Ives was born here in 1874
to George and Mary Ives
and lived in this house
until 1879.

2 16 STEVENS STREET

This was home from 1879-
1889 to Ives, his parents,
and his younger brother,
Moss. It is now a private
residence.

3 10 CHAPEL PLACE

The George Ives family
moved to a renovated barn
behind the homestead in
1889. Charles Ives lived
there until leaving to attend
Yale University in 1894. It
is now a parking lot.

4 8 CHAPEL PLACE
The Ives' homestead was
moved to this location in
1923, reportedly with Ives'
mother and his Aunt Lucy
Cornelia remaining inside.
Charles Ives paid for the
move. The property is
now a bank parking lot.

THE TOP OF
CHAPEL PLACE

This area was known as
Ives' Hill. In good weather,
George Ives rehearsed his
bands here.

5 MOUNTAINVILLE
AVENUE

This is the present location
of the Ives' homestead. It
was moved here from
Chapel Place in 1966, ren-
ovated by the Danbury
Museum and Historical
Society and opened to the
public in 1992. The c.1790
Dutch colonial is furnished
in mid-Victorian style. On
view are many original
Ives family furnishings,
including: a desk from
Savings Bank of Danbury
used by Ives when he lived
in New York, a c1840

p i a n o ,
m e m o r a b i l i a
f r o m  I v e s
you th  and  h is  dea th  mask .
A  ca rved  mus ic  s tand  g i ven
t o  I v e s  b y  h i s  w i f e  a n d  h i s
Pu l i t ze r  Pr i ze  a re  on  loan .
Fo r  hou rs  and  i n fo rma t i on ,
c a l l  ( 2 0 3 ) 7 4 3 - 5 2 0 0 .

220 MAIN STREET
The  F i r s t  Cong rega t i ona l
Church  was  loca ted  he re
u n t i l  1 9 0 8  w h e n  T h e
S a v i n g s  B a n k  o f  D a n b u r y
w a s  b u i l t .  F r o m  t h i s
c h u r c h ,  y o u n g  C h a r l e s
hea rd  hymns ,  pump  o rgan
and  be l l s .  H i s  f a the r  t r i ed
to  dup l i ca te  the  sound  o f
these  ou t -o f - tune  be l l s  on
t h e  f a m i l y  p i a n o .  I v e s
c o m p o s i t i o n  F r o m  t h e
Steep les  and  the  Mounta ins
was  based  par t l y  on  a  rec -

o l lec t ion  o f  these sounds.

THE WEST CORNER
OF WEST STREET
AND TERRACE PLACE

T h e  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  C h u r c h

was  loca ted  he re  in  1889
w h e n  1 4 - y e a r - o l d  I v e s
became  one  o f  t he

youngest  in  the  s ta te  to
h o l d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f
o r g a n i s t . I t  w a s  h e r e  i n
1 8 9 1  t h a t  h e  p l a y e d
Var i a t i ons  on  "Amer i ca " .
T h e  c h u r c h  w a s  t o r n

d o w n  a n d  i t  i s  n o w  a
b ranch  o f f i ce  o f  Sav i ngs

B a n k  o f  D a n b u r y .

25 WEST STREET
Ives  began  f o rma l  s t ud ies
on the organ here at  St .
James '  Church  in  1889 .

Church  ca r i l l on  i s  p layed
d u r i n g  s u m m e r  c o u r t y a r d
concer ts .

1 0 32 WEST STREET

The  Wes t  S t ree t

Cong rega t i ona l  Chu rch ,
n o w  t h e  I m m a n u e l
L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h ,  w a s

located here. I t s  o r g a n ,
a l though  rebu i l t  severa l
t imes,  is  the same one on

wh ich  Ives  p layed .

CORNER OF MAIN
AND CENTER STREETS

St .  Pe te r  Ca tho l i c  Church .

Downtown Danbury,

5

PEARL

The Things Our Fathers Loved
(and the greatest of these was liberty)

"I think there must be a place in the soul all made of tunes, of tunes of long ago,
I hear the organ on the Main Street corner, Aunt Sarah humming gospels;

Summer evenings, the village cornet band, playing in the square.
The town's Red, White and Blue, all Red, White and Blue

Now! Hear the songs! I know not what are the words
But they sing in my soul of the things our Fathers loved."

C.E. Ives, 1917
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13- Civil War
Monument 6- Ives Birthplace

GRANVILLE AVE.
ELLSWORTH AVE

SUMMIT ST.

Ives' father George, a
music teacher known for
experimenting with sound,
directed St. Peter Band.
Noteworthy stained glass
windows created by
renowned Munich artist,
F.X. Zettler.

12 ELMWOOD PARK

At a re-dedication ceremo-
ny here in 1879, several of
George Ives' bands-
Danbury, Ridgefield and
Bethel-?marched to the
park from various direc-
tions while playing differ-
ent music. Charles Ives
later used this musical
device in many of his
compositions.

ISLAND AT MAIN
1 3 AND WEST STREETS

This Civil War Monument,

dedicated in 1880, was once
the site of many town cele-
brations. When Ives visited
Danbury in 1939 after the
deaths of Aunt Lucy and
brother Moss, he walked
from the old homestead to
this monument, expressing
disappointment at how so
much had changed. "T'm
going back, you can't recall
the past," were his words,
according to nephew
Bigelow Ives. Charles Ives
never returned to Danbury.

14 7 WEST STREET

The Taylor Opera House,
where Holiday Quickstep
premiered in 1888, was
located here. The opera
house was consumed by a
disastrous fire and the
Pershing Building was built
on the site in 1922

1 5 265 MAIN STREET

A  d r u m m e r  i n  G e o r g e  I v e s '
C i v i l  W a r  B a n d ,  C h a r l e s
Sch leyer ,  owned a  barber

shop  here .  He  taugh t  young
Char l es  t o  p lay  d rums  i n
t h e  m a r c h i n g  b a n d .  T h e
D a n b u r y  P o s t  O f f i c e  n o w

occup ies  t he  s i t e .

INTERSECTION
OF MAIN AND WHITE

1 6 STREETS

T h e  O l d  W o o s t e r  H o u s e
B a n d  S t a n d  o n c e  s t o o d

h e r e .  A m e r i c a n  W o o d ,
I ves '  f i r s t  compos i t i on  dea l -
i ng  w i t h  T ranscenden ta l i sm
and  wh i ch  l a t e r  became
par t  o f  h i s  Second
Symphony,  premiered here.
The  Woos te r  House  Ho te l
was  once  l oca ted  where
Feinson 's ,  a  c lo th ing s tore,
now s tands.

17 288 MAIN STREET

Once home of the Danbury
News, this 1873 building was
utilized in one of George
Ives' musical experiments.
He placed one band on the
roof, a second on a town
green and a third in a church
steeple.All three bands
played different music
simultaneously!

18 IVES STREET

This street was named for
the Ives family, a prominent
force in Danbury long before
Charles gained fame as a
composer.

1 9 NEW STREET

Site of the New Street School
(grades 1-12). Charles attend-
ed from 1881-1892. The
Danbury Fire Department
now occupies this location.

WOOSTER CEMETERY
ON ELLSWORTH

2 0 AVENUE

Char les  I ves ,  h i s  w i f e
Harmony ,  h i s  pa ren ts  and
o the r  re la t i ves  a re  bu r ied
i n  S e c t i o n  M ,  o v e r l o o k i n g
a  p o n d .  I v e s 'g rand fa the r ,
George Whi te  Ives ,  was

ins t rumen ta l  i n  es tab l i sh -

ing  th is  garden cemetery
i n  t he  1850 ' s .

DANBURY MUSIC
CENTRE

256 MAIN STREET
Const ructed in  1879,  the
f o r m e r  D a n b u r y  P u b l i c
L i b r a r y  n o w  h o u s e s  t h e
D a n b u r y  M u s i c  C e n t r e .

T h i s  n o n - p r o f i t  o r g a n i z a -
t i o n  i s  d e v o t e d  t o  c o m m u -
n i t y  mus ic  pe r fo rmance .
I n  w h a t  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  t h e
ch i ld ren 's  read ing  room,

h a n d - p a i n t e d  m u r a l s
dep ic t  f a i r y  t a les .  Mura l s
were  pa in ted  i n  1936  by
Char les  Federe r  who
used area residents as
m o d e l s .  F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,
ca l l  ( 203 )  748 -1716 .

DANBURY MUSEUM
AND HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
43 MAIN STREET

Spec ia l  exh ib i t s  and
pe r i od  f u rn i sh ings  i n
c .1785  John  and  Mary
R i d e r  H o u s e .  H a t t i n g
m u s e u m .  L i b r a r y ,

i nc lud ing  genea logy .
I v e s  f a m i l y  p i c t u r e
l i b r a r y .  G u i d e d  t o u r s  o f
severa l  h is to r ic  bu i ld ings
inc l ud ing  t he  Cha r l es
I v e s  B i r t h p l a c e .  F o r
h o u r s  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,
c a l l  ( 2 0 3 )  7 4 3 - 5 2 0 0 .





Pine Mountain, Ridgefield
In 1903, Charles Ives built a rustic retreat atop this moun-

tain on family-owned land. Here he wrote music and found
inspiration in views of steeples and mountains. In program
notes for Decoration Day, he wrote, "where the sunset behind
Pine Mountain breathes its benediction upon the day."

From the Civil War Monument *, go.4 miles on West Street.
Turn left onto Division Street. At the traffic light, turn right onto
Park Avenue. Go 2.6 miles to Miry Brook Road. Turn right at the
stop sign. Pine Mountain is .6 miles on left. Go.8 miles to end of
road, park on right. Hiking trail is on the left, marked by yellow
paint. Note: The Discovery Center of Ridgefield leads a hike up Pine
Mountain each year around the anniversary of Ives' October 20th
birthday. Call for details, (203) 438-1063

* Civil War Monument, shown as #13 on map above.

Site of Outdoor Camp Meetings, West Redding
Thousands of let-out-souls gathered here in the summer to

sing gospel songs and hymns directed by George Ives. The
Methodist revivalists pitched tents at Brookside Park and
stayed for days. Charles Ives heeded the words of his father,
"Don't pay too much attention to the sound, for if you do,
you may miss the music." Ives found inspiration in the
campers' off-key singing and included it in his third
Symphony (Camp Meeting).

From the Civil War Monument *, take Route 53 south for 5.9
miles. Turn right onto Side Cut Road. After .6 miles, the Post
Office is on left. The stone pillars at the entrance of the parking lot
are the remnants of Brookside Park.
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