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The John Rider House is located on a busy street in a commercial s.£gt&«a of 
Danbury. It shares its large lot with a low, modern *u$eu» and a 19ttl-H^entiiry 
frame shop, but these exhibit buildings are situated in tllft re«p «lwJ £  lift 
detract from the property, which is attractively planted nitti shrubs and shade trees* 
The house was built in 1705 and is 2*| stories high* frame,, tfitfc two brJLclte <8tone 
below) chimneys projecting fr0w the gable r«of, Tfce rldg«||ne"is parallel n|th 
street, and the main facade features the usual 9-window fenestrptlen,; /&ier$.. i 
lean-to across part of the rear, added sometime before the £840*9* V;?^ft'g**f 
framed with common rafters supported by two heavy purling with;  gracing 
chimneys. Although it has been reshingled, the clapboards tfMchj. c^lfer 
are mostly early ones -and were only recently uncoyerfsdf eveji ,.tll^ r,e,d,.'-paint $s 
to the original, based on the color found in the wall between £h.e tj^ujif-'and 
addition. The exterior lacks any ornamentation* The doors 'apd the wS»do.ws 
now have 6/6 sash, have plain board frames, and the projecting e«pilc.ef partly 
restored, is unembellished. The somewhat concave pent roof sh*lt*rl*g the 
is a reconstruction. Above the doorway is a five-paned tri^tii*\;jpfeeti|jr§ 
with six flush panels is fitted, as are other exterior doors/with a |itiid^f«rf ed 
latch handle, a spearhead design with a greatly elongated point* On the inside, 
door is reinforced with vertical battens and is hung on large strap hinges.

The interior room arrangement features two front rooms opening from a central 
hall which runs half the depth oft the building. Between the-fi*!! an<f the kitchen 
behind it is an unusual transoraed doorway. To the north *£ the kitchen is * smaller 
back room. Leading to the four chambers above are two sets ef staira, 1*ne in the 
hall with panelled sides and scroll-work and the other closed la between the two back 
rooms. Except for a replaced chair rail in the north rear room and the wainscoting 
between the kitchen and back stairs, the interior "woodwork'. Is origin*!^'; In each 
of the first-floor rooms except th* kitchen, the brick^fireplace Is'surrounded by 
two or three heavy bolection moldings and above is a mantel-shelf supported by bold 
cyraa moldings. Against the plaster walls Is set a molded chair-'rail * '!®c»ors ar« *f 
the flush-panel type, set ©n H-L hinges, and openings -have: plain ''fi:f»es"''W;itli-*'rai;ised: 
molding along the edges. In each of these rooms, remnants-,*£ a band «£ f!®raj~ia*tlf 
stencilling have been found, in different colors, and this Has beeft^reaewed ( in*th«
north front room. In the fireplace wall of the other
closets with flush-panel doors. The fireplaces upstairs 7__ _^ T ^_^ <t_
with simple shelves, except for the south front chamber, *«Mch has a 'molded mantel
like those on the first floor, as well as similar built-in cupbsards.JThe kitchen s
fireplace is very .large, with an even and mantel shelf resting,on heavy^moldings.
A panelled effect is created on this wall by the door covering the r*ven f_a sraall -
cupboard above the opening, and adjacent doors leading to the front room and to the
hall. In the cellar are two fireplaces} the one below the kitchen, n©*$«nger
accessible, is believed to have been used as a smoker. ,- The interior,,*f the lean-to
has no early material except the oak floor. " *';*, 7Ty~-  '" J" V^r*T^ ,"». . *' t ^r^- j

The Rider House is part of a larger museum complex and is furnished much.like a   
residence. This adaptive use has allowed the faithful preservation of original 
material as well as providing for continued restoration of; fragmentary ̂ remains, such ! 
as the stencilling. The result has been the retention of much of the building f s
historic integrity, both within and without.
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The John Rider House is a good representative 
The dwelling's typical form! as well as appropriate 
provides diversity and a source of historical continuity ^ the 
The house's considerable amount *f interesting detail, especially 
makes the building a valuable artifact* Its local significance as a resource is 
increased by the fact that the British burning of Danbury left the city with fewer 
old buildings than most Connecticut towns. Additionally, the house is a highly_ _ 
visible and accessible historic place. Located close to the-"downtown,A the museum 
has developed special programs for area college students* achoolchildren and ev«n 
pre-schoolers, so that its collections as well as the building lt*flf 
to many people, - * .

Much of the house*s original material is in * well-preserved »t*te* !° Tfie'fcand- 
forged hardware is especially interesting, with latches-'Wl4^ifi'0Pi; *foui>3- 
interior and exterior doors* The stencilling, which »*y4lh*^e'b^e^^NiU? literi"l 
another notable feature which fortunately was found in a re*torable c< 
shallow brick fireplaces, the plaster walls^and ceiling which conceal the structural 
members, and the limitation of woodwork to the firepl«c«f ^doorfr*me^iiadiChaiif r*il' 
moldings distinguish this house from earlier interiors* 31 At the same time, the room 
arrangement seems somewhat of a compromise, since it Is based on-th«^central^hm11- 
plan yet retains the long kitchen across the, back* If the &ows«^seeB>» -rather"plain 
and ordinary, it was nevertheless an appropriate dwelling for"a/ townsman;of; i " 
means.

The house was built in 1785 for John Rider
Rider (d. 1845). Rider was a cabinet-maker and a captain'i 
advertisements appeared in 18th-century newspapers and some 
are still owned by Danbury families.
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