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DESCRBE THE PRESENT AND ORLG INAL (F KNOWN ) PHYSTALAPPEARANCE

This house I a one and a half story gam brelsoofed frame buiding
wih a small central colim nar fiont enttance (possbl added Iter than
the buiding of the orginal house; they arr typical of the early 19th
century), havihg a gabkd porton supported by two squar flated colimns
wih flated capialk; and phned to the house by wo Cornthian pibsters.
This portico has a cbsed pedinent and dentl course w ih halfxound
mouldig. The exteror is done In chpboard wih the comer boars
beaded, and the wihdows doubk-hung, six panes over six. The orgmnal
porton of the house i the gambrlkd man sectbn, buil cica 1780.
Vewed fiom the gabks, therr ar two wihdows at the haltstory.

Above the halestory s a small burpaned wihdow 1 the atti=. The
comie has a nanmow mke, the eves progcting one footwih a
dentil course.

Vewed from the fiont, this secton has wo equalsized, centally
phced wndows on eiher sde of the portbn. Ako at the fiont of
the house ar three domer whdows on the bwer shnt of the mof,
added by the Fres fam ily when the house was firstmoved n 1924 to
Chapel Phce. Over each of these whdows ther ar small sem rtciculr
fanlghts. A sin ibr sem Ellptcal anlght i over the fiont door.
h lne wih the door i the hrge rctangulbr centtal chinney. The
present visblE chinneys arr rephcements and w ill be restored as they
appearrd In the 18th century.

To the'rear and IfibHf the house, a wihg had been added in the
19th century, makng the L shaped buiding thaf exists today, and
that existed during most of the occupancy of the Fes fam ily. This
poxrton of the house has a sttaightpirhed mwof, the Tfiside (or
south side) being bnger than the rght. The ¥ ft side of this mwof
has a doubk-wihdowed dom er w ihout a fanlght, and ther ar five
doubk-hung whdows across the width of the halfstory. At the first
fbor s a small porxch (Pmwbabl a Vctoran additon) attached straddlng
the orgmnal porton of the house. This open porrch is supported by
two squar flated colimns sin ibr to the ones under the portro.

The rmar wihg alklo has a central chinney, but half the size of the
one at the fiont of the house. At the gabk end of this wihd i a
door phced off center on the first fbor, and two wihdows ako off
center at the halstory. Above these is another sm all burpaned
whdow In the attc.
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h the ebow of the two wihgs i a small rectangulr addibbn
mwofed at the first fbor ceilng lne. Thiks contains three equal
szed wihdows on the north side, and a door on the west sidde. Over
this has been added a large dom er attached to the m»war wing, wih a
flat shnted ofl

The exterr of the house s In is orgmnal condion (the
conditon at the tine of occupancy by the Fres fam ily) as shown in
perobd photogmphs. The arxchiecturml alleramtion consists of three
dom er wihdows added by the Fes fam iy to the gambrl rwof of the
fiont sectbn. A lTermtions by the ScottFanton Museum consist of
the enbrgem ent of a hrge domer to the rar wig of the house to
com pkte a caretakers aparm ent on the second fbor.

The house was moved fiom dts original sie on Manh Street in
Danbury by the Fes fam iy in 1924, t prperty on Chapel P hce,
J1st behind the Manh Steet sie. H-was moved aganh in 1967 to
the present sie of the Rogers Park Junibr High School, and agan to
its present sie on prperty adpining Rogers Park in 1971. The
buiding was moved orginhally to make way for the Danbury Natobnal
Bank. The second tine dtwas moved because the Faifield County
Trmst Co. needed mom t© expand, at whih tine the house was
given to the Danbury ScotzFanton Museum. Museum property at 43
Man Steetwas not suffrient t© accommodate the TFres Hom estead.
TFH-—was necessary to purhase fourteen acres In Rogers Park to prmovie
an Inmedihte sie for the house.

The present sie of the Fres house adpins a ciy park Rogers
Park) on pmwperty bought by the Museum for this pumpose in 1967.
Soon after, the city needed the l4-acrr sike on whih the house stood
t© buid the Rogers Park Junbbr High. The city bought the property
from the Museum and kased seven of those acres t© the Museum as a
99 year kase wih a rnewal optbn. I i on these seven acres
that the Fres house now stands, boxlerrd by the Junir High prmoperty
and M ountainvile Avenue.

The Intexrbr, of the house has been greatly alered; Iittle or
no orginal fAabric s apparent. hterbr woodwork”™ consists of
phRih Vitoran moldings, manteks and doors. The fbor is composed
of uniom w dth tongue and gmwove boards. The nterbrwals
appear to be plhster over machhe sawed hthe.
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Alhough the TFres Homestead acheves its prncipl significance
as the bithplhce of Charks Edward Fres (1874-1954) recognized
as Amerras most orginal and outstandinhg composer” the creator
of modem Amerran must, therr arr ffw houses now standinhg 1
Danbury that have been mor cbsel associhted wih the history and
gowth of the city.

The house was built soon aflter the Revolitbnary W ar by Thomas
Tucker who purchased the Iand nn 1780. He erscted the origmal house
(gam breld section) and conducted a prwvate school ther=. The house
came Into the possessbn of Isaac Fres (pom Jan. 13, 1764) in 1828
and remanhed I the possessbn of the Fes fam iy untl 1962. Isaacs
son, Geoe W hie Fres, was very active 1 the early gmowth and
devebpm ent of Danbury and was forem ost In many communiy enterprses.
He was one of the orginal mncormpomtors and first treasurer of the
Danbury & Nowak Raimad; one of the organizers of the Danbury
Gas Company; laxd out the W ooster Cemetery (1851); and founded the
Savigs Bank of Danbury in the parbr of the Fres home (1049).

A Tl of these enterprises 1 whrh Geomge W hie Fres had a hand"
wer genermted durhg nfom al gatherngs at the Fes homestead.
The '"north parbr" sewed as a convenknt meetng phce bcated as
d-was In the center of own. Later on, durng the occupancy of
Lyman Brewster who had m anried an Fres, this same parbr served
as the study in whtrh much of the workk mvoled in dmfting one of
the Bndmark acts In the field of Amerran Jirsprudence-the
Negotabk hstum ents Act, camried out by Judge Brewster as Chaim an
of the Com sbbn on Uniom Laws of the Amercan Bar Associaton,
together w ih W oodmow W ison, a felbw member of the Comm ssbn.
They met on several occasbns at 210 Man St. t work out the detais
of dmfiing the proposed Bhw.

Therre wer five chidren bom t Geome W. and his wife Samh,
one of whirh did in chibdhood. Joseph Moss Fres was active too 1
communiy enterprises and serwed on the Boam of D iectors of the
Danbury Agrculuml Faix. Mrs. Joseph Fres (Samh Cooky M errit)
sewed as D Irector of the Danbury Hospial bunded in 1890. Another

son, Coemge Edwamrd, was bom *n 1845 and serwed as cash®r and D Iector
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of the Savigs Bank and at the r=quest of Col Nekon L. W hie funded
the Connecticut Volinteer Bank and served in the C #7ilW ar w ih the
F Ist Connecticut Heavy Arxrtlery.

Charks Edward Fes was bom on October 20, 1874 in the Tes
homestead. W ih his father, a musit teacher, and his mother, a
Churh sobist, Charks grew up In an atnospher satumted w ih
m arches. Church hymns, sentinentalm eoldi¥s, and bam-dance fiddlng.
Many an evening iIn the fam iy parbr was devoted to the must of
Bach, Handel, and Beethoven.

Charks Tes moved out of his birthphce to a house on Stevens
Street wih his parents and brother when his Aunt Amela came home
w ih her husband Lyman Brewster to take carr of Charks'aged grandm other
Mrs. Geomge W. Fres. Amela nsisted that her brothers get out of
the house, but according to fam iy members, ther= was never a day
that the fam iy did not gather at the o homesttad. Charkes and
his brmther conthued t© spend most of their tine in the backyard
plByihg gmwcery storr 1n a small buiding directly behind the oX house.

A flera few years on Stevens St. In 1879 the Geome E. Fres
fam iy moved t© 10 Chapel Phce behind the Man Stweet house.
Accoring to Bgebw Ies, the fam iy fiom then on wer In the Man
St. house mor than at home and the Chapel Plhce house was considered
an annex to the homesttad sihce dt-was on adPpining property.

Ih 1894 TFres entered Yal. Ther he studid musi under Homto
Parker. Kes became an accom plshed organist and composed must as
a career. He contnhued t© wrte untl 1930 when, because of a heart
conditon, he r=tired t© his home In West Redding, Connectcut.

Fres' mustr inclides four symphonkes, six sonatas, orxrhestmal
works, and nearly wo hundrd songs. Publc rrcognibn came hte.
Few of his works werr perfomed in hi lifetin e, but he did receie
great satisfacton fiom a perform ance of the Second Symphony by
Leonar Bemstein in 1951.

H s mgged dissonances, hi quartertones and conflrting mythms
wer a new mus|c for Amerta. 'Colmbha, the Gem of the Ocean,"
heard In the Second Symphony, becomes a m asterpirce wih a firercracker
4th of July expbsieness. 0n one of his scors, Fes wrie a note for
the cop®r: 'Dont fix anythinhg. Every wmwng note is rght!"

Charks was awamded the Pulizer Prize for the most distihguished
m usial com positbn perfomed in 1946. He did at his W est Redding home
n 1954.
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Charks went to New Haven in 1893 first to prep school and then
t© Yak and did not r=ally r=tum to Danbury to lwve theraflter.
However, when he did r=tum, dtwas always to the Homestead. Hi
m other rrtumed t© lwe in the house afier Amela did. Her sister
Irved therr wih her untl M. Fes diad 1 1929. Tcwas durng this
perbd that the house was firstmoved. Charks and J. Moss, his
brmother decided t© move the house because dt-was being compkrtely
sunmounded by busihess and had st is "aum" that had nnspied
Fres music. The wo elderly Ihdis obected and In fact stayed
rght in the house when dt-was moved a few mwds up the hill off the

bushess street.

A fter Charks Fres' death and the death of his sisbsrin-hw,
who was the Iast fam iy occupant of the house, the fam iy sod the
poperty to the Faixfield County Bank whxrh wanted to expand its
parxking bt. Fwas entirrly sunmounded by busihess and the bank
amanged for dt-to be t@aken over by the H storial Socity whih
moved dtto a sike adPpining a city park hopnhg to re=captur the
essence about the house that Charles had bved and rrmemberd m
his musial com positon.

The house had greatmeanihg t Danburans because of its
signiftance in town history. The peopk who occupird it ncliding
Charkes, wer in portant to the gmowth of the communiy; Gt represents
the past t© Danbury as no other house does. Townspeopk rgreted
the necessiy of moving the house, but arr not disturbed on that
account sihce they know that the buiding wouln't be In existence
othemw ise. They do not connect the Fes fam iy of Charkes w ih any

other house in town.

As far as houses Fes was assochated wih durng his lifetim e,
the Redding House was a dearly bved rsidence of Mr. and M rs.
Fres, but they didd not e 1n dtdurnhg his prductive years, nor
dd dtprmvide any inspiatin or backgmund m aterial for his musxt.

The two houses 1n Hartsdalk, New York wher he Inved durng hs
m ost productive years arr no bnger n existence.

He Iwed n eghtplhces nn New York C iy, but they ar momr
associhted wih TFes' bushess carer than wih his must. He wmte
much of his musi on the commuter trmains, whih wer mor in portant
than his home to hi Ilife as a music@an.

fDNn Q2 ARR
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Charks Fres Rememberd; An OmlH story, by Vivian Pexrls, 1974
Charks E. Fes Memos, edied by John K ikpatrck, 1972.

Charkes Fres and Hs Must, by Henry ¢ Sidney Cowell, 1955.
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