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Hello Friends!

We might be rushing spring a little, but soon we'll be seeing the
snowdrops in the museum's garden!

There's a very busy season ahead of us as we get ready to welcome
3rd grade students back to the Danbury Museum in April thanks to a
substantial grant secured by State Representative Farley Santos --we
cannot wait!

http://danburymuseum.org
https://danburymuseum.org/student-resources


We're pleased to welcome back presenter Eric Chandler for two
excellent programs, one in February and one in March. "Slaves,
Freemen, & Haitians in the American Revolution" is this Saturday,
February 24, at 2 pm. On Saturday, March 23, at 2 pm, Eric will
present "Putting the Her in Heroics, Women in the American
Revolution." Both of these events are FREE and open to the public,
but free will donations are encouraged for attendees.

Every year we host programs or events to commemorate the
anniversary of the British Raid on Danbury during the Revolutionary
War. This year, we're bringing in author Jack Kelly to speak on his
new book, God Bless Benedict Arnold on the 247th anniversary of the
raid, Friday, April 26! We'll have refreshments and a rousing good
evening--and we hope many of you will join us for this special evening.
We are also seeking sponsors, so check out the sponsorship
opportunities at the bottom of this newsletter!

John O'Donnell joins us again this month with a most interesting
exploration of 19th century travel to the Holy Land.

We'll look forward to seeing you here in a month or so, when the days
are longer and sunnier and the weather's a little warmer!



Eric Chandler is back at the Danbury Museum!

We're so pleased to be welcoming back Eric Chandler for two
programs in the coming weeks! Join us on Saturday, February 24, at
2pm for "Slaves, Freemen, & Haitians in the American Revolution" and
on Saturday, March 23, at 2pm for "Putting the Her in Heroics, Women
in the American Revolution." Both these programs are FREE and open
to the public.

https://danburymuseum.org/upcoming-events


Eric Chandler is at the Danbury Museum again on Saturday, March 23!

https://danburymuseum.org/upcoming-events


Join the League of Women Voters of Northern Fairfield County for a
program celebrating Women's History Month on Saturday, March 9,
2024 from 1:30-3. This program is FREE and open to all.



Stebbins B June headstone via Find A Grave, photo by tbyvci.

Three Journeys to the Holy Land

by John O'Donnell

One of the highlights of volunteering at the Danbury Museum &
Historical Society is the possibility of exposure to original documents.
This is one of the magical moments for an historian. To be able to
read and analyze an original document and then to identify people
mentioned in the document and understand the writer’s motivations is
a boon for an historian. Then to work on contextualizing the document
and understand the reverberations of the document in the wider
historical narrative is a vindication of the study of history and an
unmatched pleasure. I am happy to report that this recently happened
to me and suggested an essay about this wonderful experience.

https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/99649866/stebbins-b-june


Interestingly this topic that I came across had never been studied by
me in any deep way. I knew some superficial facts about journeys to
the Holy Land. For millennia, travelers have been undertaking this
arduous journey for a number of wide and varied reasons. Of course
the religious aspect of the journey seems to have been the
predominant one.

While working at the Danbury Museum, I was told by one of our vital
researchers, Patrick Wells, about a manuscript that he was reading
that he thought I would also be interested in reading. The manuscript
is the record of the journey of an American citizen to the Holy Land in
1839. We had some difficulty identifying the author of the manuscript.
But Patrick did some great research and was able to identify the
author as Stebbins Baxter June who is called "Uncle Stebbins" in a
note added to the manuscript. Once this identification was made the
story behind the manuscript became much clearer as to why it was in
our collection.

I have started reading the manuscript but am only in the early stages
of this process. Uncle Stebbins is a very powerful writer. There is a
great deal of descriptive prose that gives the reader a feeling that they
are accompanying him on this momentous journey, and we feel the
immediacy of his ability to bring us with him. We are early in our
researches on Stebbins Baxter June, but we have already found out
some pertinent details of his life. We think he was born in North
Salem, NY, in 1811 and died in 1861. He is buried in the June
Cemetery in North Salem. His family owned the property on which the
famous landmark, the Balanced Rock, is located. His family was also
connected to the company that organized the first traveling circus in
the United States. This was June, Titus, Angevine & Company. He
may also have been involved in going abroad and procuring animals
for the circus. And the reason we have the manuscript in our collection
is that he was the uncle of Laura B. Scott (nee June) who married
John Fanton. They traveled extensively throughout Europe, Asia, and
the Americas and collected artifacts from each country they visited.
Some of their collections ultimately became the Scott-Fanton Museum
which is our predecessor.



During the same week I was introduced to the manuscript about
June’s journey to the Holy Land, I watched a movie about the stories
of O. Henry which was introduced by John Steinbeck, the great
American novelist who won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1962. I
was doing some background research on Steinbeck and came across
the following story about Steinbeck’s paternal grandfather, Johann
Großteinbeck (the name was shortened to Steinbeck when the family
came to the United States). His grandfather emigrated from Prussia to
Palestine in November 1849. He was a cofounder of a farm in Jaffa
called Mount Hope. He and his family members had lived in Jerusalem
first before moving to Jaffa in 1851. The motivation for the founding of
the farm and their journey to Jerusalem (they were Millennial
Protestants and the United States) was to train the Jewish citizens of
Palestine to farm and thereby accelerate the Second Coming of
Jesus. In 1854, another family led by Walter Dickson, his wife Sara,
son Henry, & his daughters Elmira, Marie & Caroline, came to the farm
from Groton, Massachusetts. In June of 1854, there was a double
wedding on the farm: Johann Großteinbeck to Elmira Dickson & his
brother Friedrich to Marie Dickson. Then the Mount Hope community
was shattered by an attack on the farm which has gone down in
history as the Outrages at Jaffa.

Mount Hope had repeatedly been plagued by harassment from the
nearby Arab community. But none of this had been violent until
January 11, 1858. On that day five Arabs attacked the farm and
created an international incident in the process. They murdered
Friedrich Großteinbeck and raped his wife Marie and her mother
Sarah Dickson. Under pressure from the United States and Prussian
consulates, the Ottoman authorities arrested four of the attackers and
sentenced them to life imprisonment. In June 1858, the farm’s
remaining residents left the colony and emigrated to the United States.
On January 30, 1966, John Steinbeck made his own journey to the
Holy Land and one of his stops was a tour of the Mount Hope site.

There was another visitor to Mount Hope who preceded the attack on
the farm. In January 1857, Herman Melville, arguably the greatest
American novelist of the nineteenth century, came to the farm. Melville



was in the Holy Land as part of a Grand Tour of Europe. The journey
to the Holy Land resulted in Melville writing an epic poem titled, Clarel:
A Poem & Pilgrimage in the Holy Land published in 1876. This poem,
at 18,000 lines, is probably the longest in American literature, and is
longer than the Iliad, Aeneid, or Paradise Lost . The poem concerns a
character named Clarel on a pilgrimage through the Holy Land with a
group of companions who question each other as they pass through
Biblical sites. Melville uses the poem to explore his own spiritual
dilemma, his inability to either accept or reject Christian doctrine in the
face of Darwin’s challenge. Melville used the Outrages at Jaffa as a
model for a character’s death in Clarel; John Steinbeck also alluded to
the Outrages in his novel East of Eden. The Outrages at Jaffa
certainly reverberated through American literature. These journeys to
the Holy Land, all close together chronologically, had somewhat
different motivations. The Mount Hope experiment grew out of a
Millennial determination to speed up the Second Coming of Jesus
Christ. Melville’s own Holy Land Journey grew out his desire to
reaffirm and restore his Christian faith. We are still working to
determine what motivated Stebbins Baxter June’s own Holy Land
Journey.

John O'Donnell first became a history devotee while in
elementary school. He was raised in Brooklyn and frequently
went to Prospect Park which has a Revolutionary War
monument. He was hooked!



Balanced Rock in North Salem, NY. Via Atlas Obscura.

https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/balanced-rock


https://www.ctpublic.org/show/connecticut-garden-journal/2023-12-07/connecticut-garden-journal-the-new-hardiness-zone-map-reflects-a-changing-climate


We're excited to welcome author Jack Kelly to the Danbury Museum
on April 26, 2024, the 247th anniversary of the British Raid on
Danbury. It'll be a truly revolutionary evening, and we're seeking
sponsors to cover the cost of the speaker and the refreshments for the
event. Interested? Let us know and we'll be happy to start that
conversation with you. In any event, we hope to see you for a night of
historic fun on Friday, April 26th!



Follow Danbury Museum & Historical Society on Facebook

Follow @DanburyMuseum on X

Follow @DanburyMuseum on Instagram

http://facebook.com/DanburyMuseumAndHistoricalSociety
http://twitter.com/DanburyMuseum
http://instagram.com/DanburyMuseum
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