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CHRONOLOGIC L LIST OF SO E I 'PORT r T EVE TS 

A.FFECTING THE N RO N D· NBURY OORl,. 

PERIOD R.IOR-TO THE CIVIL '.AR 

First record ot lavery in New land. 

First record of slavery in Connecticut . 

anbury s ttled . 

First of the Black Codes enacted to prohibit 

wafildering slaves. 

1,000 e roes in Connecticut . 

Second or the Bl ck Codes making it 111 gal 

to rve slaves 1th intoxicants without exp s 

consent of th 1r master . 

ek Code - denie slave the r1 ht to purchase 

land or live with his femily • 

Connecticut Lew against Slave rade enacted. 

Dan ury burned by British. ( mex-ican Revolution) 

Opposition instate General Assembly defeats 

measure that would allo the direct recruitment 

of' Ne roes but 2 le rs are enacted that ke 

t easier- for slaves to serve in the Continental 

Army . 

Law enacted that a sl ave must be f reed at the 

ege or 2s. 
First fu itive Sl ve Law enacted . 

Fed ral Le.w prevents slave tra de to torei n 

ports, 



CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF S8Mm IM GRTANT EVENTS (Contd.) 

AFFECT? G THE NEGRO I D SUR!' DURING 

PERIOD PRIOR TO THE CIVIL WAR 

1797 raw enacted requli-ed slaves to be treed 
I 

a• 21 rather than 2S p a~a or a~e. 

lf'O? Pd ral Lew nacted probibitlng Atriaan 

Slave Trade. 

1830 Antl•alavery soclet1es p:r1n up 1n Conneot1cut 

oocas1onlng rtotlng in p~lnolp 1 o1tle through• 

out the State. · 

1833 Prudence Cmndall Law. 

18)7 R1et 1n Danbu17 over s'lavery question. 

1848 stat Legislature enaets law to emancipate the 

r w· remaining slaves tn Connecticut. 

l8S5 Bethel no longer a section ot Danbury. 

18g8 Repeal ot Prudence Crandall Law. 

1861 , Civil Wa~. 
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sia - :r, ta connect ·to11rt duPtna th l . tb and 18th 

eent..i e waa- paJ1it It tbe ~•1 var •t 111•• At n.-et 
, 

Indi ·ns, ana then a. "" were e'.Ra1 v • -·te 1 · 1t•• ln the 

tlelcl• and· h ot the O'o1ordat1.1 The l•olt ot -•QPO.We• 
tn ·th und lifevele,ed -C•1onr pteltab .lJ attded lm,e\111. to tb 

no•a117 aoo pt-4 , oult\lftl • · tte..n ot 11•••1'7• t,o dot1b-t, 

as tht IUdftlt aet•l nt or- Nev Haven · --rua New Lendon gNV ·• 

an tnonaetna mun.be-• ot 'Z nkee al1t na v e -ele w re out.ttttotl 

to• tta pNttiUable 11ave t.ad • tn an-r oa••• 16 1• n atte• 

lanbul-J .had betm • :t •tle4 ( 1664) the:re vel'e .,,.._. telr 

1.ooe e1ave• tn all et New En 1 ntl•_a BJ l91S, Co~tlout' / 

11ave, population b " cl g"11n 110 1,$500 out ot -. tot ·l et ' t._6,-019 

!nb bt tant ·•' Ia 1 TSJ th re w ff .p,.oatm t 1f 4.000 · al _ v••· 

in coeeettou, anct _,, 1114 al · ve, cf p,-1.- a 3.a,e ot th · 

Oaloni t 10-.1 p0pulattton whtch numbelfe4 61464., th 1 at. 

.. 11• • . Iii -,•1 I , IJ flfll!i1 II I d I.Pf I 

l . . 1 Pnnk s. Cb114e, 0:fVfX ln 111ffr.1tD!'I brteld 
111 to~e 1 soot IJ' • 13th tmua - po.rt., X ., lh .r,. 

- ' f LoMao GNeae, . 'h flU ta 9t!cmJll - Psl9W )6Jhl.IU lew 1••·· C•l..umbv · S.-veHI i; ..... ! ~, # P• ~ • 

3 l'b1d •, Jh 7J•74, -89·•90• 



e&·•• 10,ulatt.••• at the ·t tt me,. ot ftJ' ew mns1· nd Staff..1 

e. ttr ., pepula ti1.en tt gur • t ha·ve eMountJ Nd 

tOft th . D ·nbiJl'J ar1a al'• »eoc>rded ln th l7J6 Cannecltoul 

state 0-entua+ At that tlme, the penenil ge ot W . H 1••••• 
to, hlte •• la .Ju• ·t a i ·ttU @Nit • tbaa ••• nl>ua-11 

·1av · popul _·,t•n ctta 1ncrea_e though, end by 1174. tt Naohed 

-the n t _ t ·eJEien, et t te · NNtb vbea !J3 11lave• ott a 1/; 

et the t ot•l t•Ptd lion or '1\e town•• NtU>lNl•t 1n -. .Cenw• 

or th.al 1ea••• 
»vtns ,b - neat two 4, a·• the tqatttutt•n ot 

slave•r tn . nbu.r bad •tai-ted t o n 4lnd ,, 1810 ll bad 

v ntshed t,-m the: aeene -exeet:tt ln one lutano•• · Mal'f Jtttndl•, 

an 011· • · tAWta •e · 'lt11ft8 a1one t n 1she town, •wneB tbe •­

w,na1n1-. al.ave, · male ft'e -v li.f,. w• wa · ~ngaaea 11\ ••1cu1tort. 3 

!II Pl'Obablr tend" 11 sara.n, •conetae»tng the peo• 

asn cultun1 teohnoloat ad tool . &f the ,tme •• ·•-•e1atn 

them b•th• Al · ftJ Pa- D ilb tll'V 11 the geaa- l840 wa· .at 1re1J 

tNe or u1a·v . .,.,.. 

l OenNJotl out» Al'o.blv st ll vo1~tlo . _n w··-r Se·i-l• -• 

mg:~1~m1:!1,1. SffiBtf!1r·•,;IB: HD,/z•· 
•• ·•I'- '·•• 

2. l blf •. , ·P• lalt.• . 

J u •. s., B~•u ot tb e _ aue_J f!Ou£1b _Stl1'1lll /Jt -., 
2!1N . SaMII I J..81fbrt•n1,,1.,. 

4 u.. ~. •••• ot the Cena••• Sil~ c1u·u.@ •t tht . 
:gn.t tq · i!l\t•J. &lt.8i.t£~PJaultH!• 
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• ,... . .r_Jj an:i,!ICJ ,, to81 

tb flr1·1. JO t 
b Of taoNtr .. -1 ·., 

- ·· eult» ot M..._1 e•• 
an, tPllM':lf'W!! - · lat» 

eellno ot" 1a t- lb - . -1,ur, aa 1'e 

olOPI, flf'R-•~-t t ta 

ell4 ·.· N1 l ~bi• O l-t ·-~- ot 
th tevnepeopt. 1 l l 

. t. 'd . 1a ·. ~, · and IIINO ... • 

C ·loalel - :a, · to Lau •ttMt,1 

lurt 1• ll ·ect e . l 

tne ltottoa .,,.... dt t r.n. •• tit , .,_ ftlUJr9 

,, , t • · -ht · "· c , • . cue" ld.iUtl•• : Itri . 

i.1 · • · ·•lM ta t-..:na11:•N111-o. ·.ll 
. .-. ,. .. ....... ,, 

lathe 1-••r ,_- Pbffll ' .. 

l~fll! ! I I f I. I )' 1 1111r .IL . l I t t . - . ·1· • If f P_ I . I 

2 Ibid. 
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'.1 w 1n the · Colon, but lt was :reoo nized by Statut s ftd in 

the COUl'rts. During the eaJtlY rowth or Connecticut andl 

ten- lo periods thezteatter, slave laws w .l"e he-ld to a 

min imwn, to.,.. el.a •f'Y was cons1d red a P- ti-1araha1 1nsti• 

tut1ex:i.1 The master, who waa ld sol ly reapenstble 

for the actio ns or hts slav-e,. ttteated b as it be weP a 

child. Neverthele · e, i · ws weP.e enacted during tht period 

that laid th ground woi,k roi-· the the :n lnt ous eoanectiout 

Blaek Cod&s• The e reatr1ot1ve and re treint ta e were 

, dded t•• :trom tlm.e to tlm • Uhtil th pendulum of public 

opinion swung .ithe other war o~ the tnstitutton ot lave., 

and the col:0nr adopt d more lerd.&nt outlook., Foi- in fact-, 

al tho · h 1 t w t . ler- ge&t ·· 1a•e•holt.1 ez- 1n ew ngla n4, . 

Cenn c~leut was the ti~ t to outla tb s ~ tNd, htch 

it d14 tn 1169 .2 

Th tlrst o the BUc,k Cod s wae enacted 1n 1690. 

It deed all w nd rt s1a• e without a pat from th ·li­

owners. ~nawa,-a.3 !1th the pas a e ot en Act in 1703, 

tnn•keepers wer fOPbidden to serve 1ntoK1e nt to· lav B 

I 1 tllt · o. Fowl r-1 !he H1~»!~1cal, St&tu§ · e>.f tM 
AA$ in connect19y5 t ew Bavent fatties, Morehouse &4!iiYfiir, 

i81.51, p. 1!6. 
2 ·e Heven H1sto~1ca1 Soo ty P · pef', §lgvetx tp 

OOM&eticut ( • · vent Publi.sh d by The oet ty,_ 18.51) ,. , •. ,, , ......................... ~-llil .... 
3 lb1d1t 



• 1 -
-without the spec1tlc J)erml • .1&n of the1r owner·s.l Pourt en 

y az-s l -ter all ne · · es wei-e pztaht bt ted r.-am pur .chasina land 

or livt · wt.th tmn111es ot · tbeiz- own ,d.tbout the eeneent of 

fXtee· •~ - 1av-e -~ bad ao politic l !'ightu,. were restr1cted ri,om 

milt ter-y s ervice, making oontttaotua1 ·agN>. m nta, btatd .. ftea$,. 

ownereh1\I> of land, itsit'lg 1ntox1eant ,. movement ~twe-s.n towns, 

Pe&tdsne 1.n towns, tll ~ht, theft and ·ntd.ng o:r detami 

Whites ub.d ·p the pe!U\ltf -o-r the Law.3 At the a e time the law 

lnsureo th.ot o·ert in i-1.gh ts of the 1 v we\lla not b int:ringed 

upen by ht o mas.ter.. SlJves had manr ot th ~! ghts of an 

apf.Jr&ntioe tn crelon.1a1 Connecticut. 

t.l'be in te~ h a no o<mti-ol ovorr- the death ~f ht.a 

sla ~e and a slave cou14 bPin suit for D unwan nted baating 

OP roundt .4 
trh,d• end i f 10, . whebhe!' the Couz:tt round for- the pla i ntive 

bu~ 1t doe n•t seem llk ly. 

l Ib 1d ::t 

).Groene, iht IS~ 19 Co~en1,1 _, e -· 2blf&rul• 
P• 126>•129,. 312•-313• 

4 Fowl l't tr l'lif!ioJ'1cal StttUs,Of tbf S!'9.,1J! 
C6f1Mcttcu:fi, P• 147•· - ts. 
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Th Amerioari ftevolut1en opened the 1"11 tc~r th& 

Ne %'O slaves to g 1n the1~ ri-eed , Di~ et Neg~ r-oi-uit• 

ment wae conaldeNd bJ the le 1s1a~o~s tn 1111 but the 

l!l&asure s d t et d 1n th s tat · senat · ., t .t, two t,111 

we:re p ·ss•d tbat ye&P to nco·uPa · e Conn et1Qttt a.la• . ··- nett-a 

to e1low thelt- mal able-bodied Ne ~o slav s to n11st tn 
r 

the -centtne -nbal Ar.my. stei-t t-e u·rge to ottei- t · edom 

to slaves who •. und r the prov1siGna ot th 

act s- thelit own&fll' subati tute-..1 

Tb · econd ot the two Atlfls t- l a$ed th f&mer 

•lav~01mer trom nr tutu~ ~eponaibt1tt, · totr the main~ 

tena.nce or b.1• Hegtto l'ePl.aeem nt. P:z;tor ta the ad ·op-tlon 

ot · th.es 1ews, a tome• owne~ was h ld re Ptns1'ble t ·or- the 

tutul!'e ma1:n.~enanee or an, raon h had ~'"6-.-ciplt d-•2 

Several D nbui-y alav . s serv d ln. th COhtlnental '1!lff1 dtut1ng 

tbe war b\tt th ~eta some doubt that they ba4 rec1evea the1Ji 

l llenjalTlln ua~lea, _ae bm :!p 1• l158£1Pft "'o1utiOD• ( . _el'tb C i-ollruu ~vera Ay o~ Ol'F Nl-:na 
P is t IfJIS-1) • Jh $4-. 

2 Ibtd. 



•_f , . 

the conol\lsion of the war, J)eti tioned the Genet1al A.esemblJ 

fo-r :renumeJ:1&ti0-n tor th.etv slaves who had be n killea in the 
eontl1ct.l 

An Aet fol- the ~adual · nciPQ 4h1on .of all ot 

Connecticut• s He z-oes s· passed in 1784,. This Act deelat"ed 

that, tter the 1st of' MaNh oft.bat y-ear, all Pe~aons bottn 

of &le.vet must be fr -d at the a e ot trwent.J• f ive.2 The 

vol"unaar1 em nc1pat1on •~ olde,za slaves ·as p"'v14ed to'll eight 

year·s lat ·er.3 By th turn et· t he c .nt-ur1 the ag.e et manditorr / 

ema·ne1pat 1on was lowel'eo to twenty•c,ne and slavery was fast 

dy i ng in the State altho ugh ee:rtaln ppovtslons ot the law 

mad·e em,niclpation e-ontinsent upon the h 1th nd consent ot 

the slave.,1': Tb~ Federal Govel\mnent during the ttrst decade 

1 Fowl :l', P• 134• 

2 s ntON • I;f1gt·orx 
I 
o:r conacticus. p .• , 252• 

3 :ti.,owlet-., llgt2r1,cai Ste,,aua Of Ne3&9 1B. Oqnr,.ec3il,gyt 
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ot the - l9tb eenlUl't Probtbltet - At.rlean •14•• .... .... ·•· 

hand•-lting " ,fl Oft Ille wall ,, •• 'tbat tcr»bl . tnstltutton, 

The ti Ht tld . .ty V-.an ot tie Centn117 aa11 1•••17 fir.av· t t:1 

la · t bn · :th a·nl ,aa •ut et tJtl ·1:ence .S.n Dan ,u•y .to11Ned 

abertlr bf S.ta deal . ' thN\llhOUt t -h S-tat • .,. • Aet ot 

184,St th tw . lalng siav · s ln tbe State v••• s•t ~r ·. · .1 

• ,e•Pl• ot Dan'bu111 M •t th -- stat -. bad bowa 

that they weft • - laet th ,v11s ot hUIIJ&n t,rmllage 'bttl tm•y 

we• ®t · ·uttlelentlr enl& ·sl\t u4 to 1low the re •ctual 

14 hta · mt· p,-tvti1ae • ft- ·etas ,a. \r va •ne thing 11111 

altowt11g ht.m t• t 'lt• hla p1a4& aa tall .n · _ ed ot tt1era 

•• anotbel'• -io lnttlft that p · vtl•t»a•l•• la Q.cwema_ nt 

I , . 

. • . · ·st · . · . · . -zal --J.t»t -eanttl -oet _ the...-t ma • ·, ': _l". ls- . nd I J,ftlVli -a tba·t PNVlOU. •• stvtas. \1th • nltl ·oate-, 
they ebell b _ oonvlaoe4 b y aetual .-mlnatl-oa et taf.d '.fJCN1u,, 
tlurt he 1 ti_ •11'-0ue. to · be made t .e · •n• lt the M o.S.altat 
aM11 en reee1vl~ ,ft .oh • rtf tic te ··actp1t and • ·t at 
iu, • .-, ·••1d more••• ae, bts het• - • ••cutKtr•• aad th• 
. dmtnl•tNtott ab.all 1- r•nve• 4111-oba-.. ·4 _ .r ... .an, •• · t •• 
oba'i'ge vh1eh •r be oecaatwiecl 'by mat•••~-· or u,,.J'tllag 
••t« »oroae ••• fff · e,, · to:reeat•, l'NW14e4 ·that ~ 1ttt ~ 
ot Ema.nel,attoa ar-ut e· Ptltl•• -te ehall be R•OOl'd ·• ot -1• 
'fhriot mewuva. * 
*aeoe.ae of '1Jbe state ot Conn ctlo ·ttt:, 19GO•lh1 C Ra•tf•Pdt 
puh-ltshed bJ th ate, , 196~) vet. x:,, P•· 369•3?&• 

1 ~ to ait.-r, -emuni .ston to ·t:-be State •t eonneotle'Q1) 
,S1 ve·'J11 ln eonnectt.out f ew Haven, Ya1 trntven l ty PNes 
193$) , •. ,. 



dtda•t t•ll iau the VN>l'8 bend the Sia'- •d -eptecJ a law 

lie tr1otuag sutrwaa to whtte · m 1 eltt1et1a - et the ttaite.t 

Staet on1f•1 

Th• f .oi,e~• ot vrttt n law 1 -. pu'bll .o optnlon 

nl ••nt1m nt -. ., 'lo - un,ple th.• pnv1tUng altl tut• t-, -·J"d 

11&• rr 1.a D nbUPJ during the peptod tdllb whteh-fa ,onoemed 

I tu1Jned te tbe tcinmt - M1f p p ••• Altm.ough P~l:tlly 

oonc med wltn neva other then. 1ooal; tbe7 cto P-ftBent clue 

• to the 11aues _nd ttltud s, •• lack ot the _ • preva1 .. at 

ta the town. 

Danbu~y•. ttnt netfeP p •• _ we klF• ZdRnmtD 
19!£.lll WA pub1lahecl fl'Olll .... 1, 179& t• P _.bf'Q.,,, a,. 1193• 

IUl'l-S tble tlme -, a1thoug -b alav PY • ·• ftPidl7 on the 1'8D 

t.n tbe fOWAt, tb , ..... 1 ttld caw, ••• N1 dv .,1 
tor the 1 et tfegH al• •rut •••eral otteriQS MW&Ma 

t. ..... wa71. Int•JID NI _ 4 vt ·th -the .. , 08"7-,V 1'8 fl'Om 

an eattlle .~ a., .... ,..,_. ,eteot•d i., th• .-ctt tff d,o .. ,ha 
the ••ll• ancl follJ ot one a ·•• enalaveaent ot •••th&•• 
A•ttta117 tb&Pe vei. .,,;ly tlfO alavea to7> ••le edv r'bl tmente 
la tlle -~ .. ye•• of the papeiw••· put.1loatton.. ~he ttrat 

pnntet tn •• DeoelDbett 21, l .?99 edlilen ••••rtl iog twemr 
1••··· Sim ot t tlve , _ r old N .... ,., Iba' ... Ulltll 

1 Powlef; P• l!J4• 
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FebruarJ 1S, 1791 and ena adve:rtislng the sellf of two 

~a se:rva:nts,- man and w1f'e, vh1ch raa in the paper to., 

two weeks endi ng Mareb. 1St 1791. 1 There we-i-e fr,ur 

edver+tiaementa tor r,.anawaya all within th yeaP 11,2 but 

sint e it was t he practice or the time tc· dvertlse thNlugh• 

out the s tate tc:P ~1 .slavss. they may not have b en 

from Danbury.a 

The l ok et an.1 spee1f1o :rer·erenee to Negroes 

o~ slavery oth e~ than those al:reedy menti~ned tu~thers m1 

belief that t.he 11treduel emanc1p t1Qn that was ·ttein effected 

1n the area W$S tlet! up more with r-etuaone ct economy than 

with any speot:t'ic d~iv• op tzhol sale o .. in1&n to eNs$ the 

evil pract1tEh The 1 · s, 07 thls time had p:.rov1ded ~or 

the gttadual emanotpal1on c:,f a1aves. They ere enacted 

und$l!' tba J)l'rUUJUP s or etate 1de opinion that the institution 

was sinful, unneoess .r, and unecon teal. l)anbtlry was 

fellowing this ready~ad path without• 1t aetma, arq­

e1r n1fieant agitation, pzto err con. 

The reaps between 1794 and the first edition 

of :fh 'Qa!b~tt T\! t s in 18 37 sa s verel news, apeps o0lf1e 

n d so, nont• of which I am sowy to Plate, have I been 

able to find in any qu nttty that would gt~e me an inkling 

lTl)e .ffU!\e£9 S2J:WflPl-, rch 1, 1.791 • Ma11ch 15, 1791 •. 

2 I bld~, :reh 12• 179-2.,. Ap:ril 13t 1792• 
-ay aa. 1792. 



.ot wb t people weft oon,1c1 Pins l'lEnlawO~ et the t1in,. 

Doubtl '8 the entf.• .lave•y m.ovem nt that •PNlDS up tn 

eonn ctlout in the ea~1, 1830•e wa. oocupJ'Ull ••• spaee 

1n these papen. 

!,ti IH~OOnd vo11Jll'l a of '4h9 Rltb!!rJ: im,,, 6-ul, 12, 

1837 edit.to•., ta the ttret tlm tJiat . tala P$&r reco1tf1 

aoyth1ng ot e1so.1tte.ance cle ling tdtll the s.ro• p1tght. ­

Two and on..,..ha1t colum119 ot th t pap • are devo-tetl to th 

ew Yo Oitf's colentz1 soot tlea•· a pert -on L1b61'la. 1 

With tbta a•tlele •• t rt! point, tbe d·l to .. be lne 

ate poltor of antl••l ~••Y dltort. 1 comment•• He votce1 
bl.a nUm nte ove• the aboll tlon fJUe•ttoa rre,uea\17 durlng 

th e next 4 cad • Pree · ds et th Comie.c·tltut Anti• 1 ve-.7 

soot tt · t annual m ettns, held 1n H i-t-terd, •z-e repol'te"-2 

The litor agi.es · wttb tht 1d a ot hl gb.i • ed~atlon to-. 

,ua11t1 ·4 N g~oe when comm fttt ng on an article cone mlng 

. coie .. ed l'arttord 01er1J1D.an in th · Ausuat 30, 184) ed1tloih3 

DuP1ng thts pe:i-tod aent1Jleat mua, na•e be• 

building on. both s t et•• ot the abol l .tio •n queet1on and , t t.t; 

eee ma a . thoUSh th Danhui'J Time whloh waa p.o-abolltlon to 

1 Zh9
1 
D9n)?9t7 f!mt@, July 12, l,.8)7, 

I ·told• 126, 181.ti• 

3 Ibt«. Ausuet 30. 1843. 



e e extent was ~1the~ in a tavorsble ~opol1atic position 

or it was say!. hat the ma.jority or the tOl'ttn pe<11ple wa·nted 

to heor tor 1 t r ma1ned 1n business and e.ven 1.ncree.sed :t ts 

edvf.ltis ment.fh Oddly nou a, th<t ,ell or n1zed anti• 

~laver ·y riot th t took lace in. Danbury du~ing Octolz>er 
l 

o~ 1837, and th ?-ee.Glut1ons ot the nti•slsvery s o·c1et:r'·s 
2 

rne ting in Danbutty dux-ing April of 18)9 ppal?entl7 were 

not re po~ted bJ the Times. In any cas, the pa r se .ed 

te begi n te undeeylay the pr<,blem duz-1ng tb4} t'itties, early 

months ~t 1860 (-viz.- smell irticle on John Brown's tr1a1 
3 

I .en .• 13. 1660 ) and in taot, -up to tho t t't of the Civil ar. 

This could very well h ve been a reaction tse the fact that 

many Danburi ns, move than eve 1~ befoN, depended on the 

succesatul operation of tlt$ various hat factories for thei :r 

bread and butt i- and the south _, to ma y of' t:eee factories, 

was a seei i . ly inu1s pena1ble oonsurn0r a r ch oit ex• 

pllcitly, the PaPei- retlecrted the att1tnde ot the people 

in that or atory and r solut1ons eere OM th1 · •and __ .__ __________________ _ 

1 James . • Bail y • The U1sto:rf .. <!f: Y,tnburr1 ll>B!i.•1896 
{N • -Y. t Burr f'tJ1ntln J?ous,a, 1~6) !>. !ti • 

2 !b1dt JP 167. 

3 Th · _D .n~t.trf Ttme;s, JanuaV'y 13, 1860,, 

4 He>Patie T- Strothers, The t1¥!mround Rf1lroag 
in. conneet1out (! iidd l burr, Cenn.: esleyan \fn!vers tr 
Preas, !~62), p.36. 



·• lS • 
ev n on tbta tboV wen dlvtaea. but btUna tme-hand t t 

belpa tot d Y,Glt t . notb ... And • lti • that nbtUJJ'• 

1,m t ht s am .ttttu4e• move4 rrom e11sbt i114ltterene 

la po1a~11 .d ,.- .nd eon P·••tttona ·nc1 beolt toward 1h 

mlddl or Wie NM4 uattl tb .1 • lltd 'Mtllld the tl vbefl 

•• ttu- , ·ntng the· Unton 'bee e ·Snat.nent. 

Loo 1 · as.-.e• v,re nr 11 meatt.o · • ln the p p • 

4ul'1rag thl. . period - uiu..as · -one ha ·d got,ten into t.-uble vtth 

eta utllort tt • 1 •• ld.ne th · 1'0"1 · 81'0 poJulattoa 

only ntilllbe .d 6-f ana ot that tot l o!O.y ? nr• fNln a it.tr Nlftt 

-QP a ( Bew YoPIC) they ·• . " P¥tOb bly ·ocepted " tilt point 

t-hat they, w . net tho~bt ot a.a b t.ng· involiv • ta the 

eont~••. 

The ·ntl•t1every e mpatsn vbloh wa• t• at d l.l gbtly 

on the pi, . vtoue p . ea mt/iat hav seemed tt, vig9l'Otta ncS 

vooal,. tt Jt0.1' e la~ . and ettetttve . o~ aat allOftt ro-.. tbt 

mo• · ent etlffe.d up c-Oftetdereb1e oppoattl ·oa nci vtoleae 

wlthla the &tak• 
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aade,4 tmpe-tu by- two 4\t<fa,flleaa eonc•f'ntns .-a cluo tloa 

tlat ae· · ed to oy ·t 1·1se the ! uco. Apatq and· Ua4ttt Qlle 

had te 'b• dtao !Nied· tt Still• tJhe Nean p.epllle\li>a ~•ush• 
out the l1nlted S'fiat.e was· t• g in tta · ,_.. -4 ·_ ·NI v rieu• 

Jtund · ·. nt l i,f.,gbt,1 CW. 1Jh 1 -~ 1u, b -~-~-· blJ f- tl'Stnea 

tn th -it- PPeeen.1J ·•• -••• l'he •ubJeota the\ tat nettled 

the two b · eto pelnt1 of vt•v • - · the ,t p.t to tart 

• Wepo )teabanloal and Airlttul tunl toUeg tn Nev Haven 

and the Piwudenoe C·r _ nd11ll ·ea e in Cant t-bVJ• t·• lbe oae 

er idle to.me•• the How x.v n town meetbta .adopt ·cl res•lu• 
1 

tie• PMV · attng the r•\B\cili.-S et the eb.eol wbllt tn th 

c ae et the l•tter ,,. the at •• tqt.1letue ta 1$)) p -e- • an. 

Aet Which up•••l,, ,aba4e the ea-t·1llll1unent or , -obeol, 

tn th · State t•t- 11M tnet•uetl-oa ot H an ·a ~- •the• a 
8fte88• 

h-u4ene 8Nlnda11 ba4 de the mtatalte ot oe p• 
tng a Wegllt.t girl lato be• prrievlou 1y all•whlt glr1 - ' aal.Of>lt 

Wh n ab did tb11 all ot the etbeP -stu .. nta left- aa• . 1 .. 

l.flliW ~-j' ltfJ ' " IJJ . I Uil" lfl I. All I m n ' . * j!ij I ill n I ' 

l saneora, 1&1!Srx,2r .-ARD!lllti.fUh ,. 2J2'•2SJ ' 

2.ttd.41 P•ISJ 
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Crandall then Pl'OPO ed to sta!'t sn a11 Nesro s1rls 1 

school. It wee to defeat thts idda wh1ch was oonstdeNd 

contraory to t•e good of the villa ge and the cemmonwealth, ✓ 

that the Le -1s1 ture acted, As Pace p~juatce s~ew in 

&ne quarter, the bellef' ln the ev11, ot slavel'y grew 1n the 

other. Riot spread thx,ou hout the state duPlng the next 

few yeai-s. Violence erupted 1n lftany or the jo -!' ct ties 

and towns 1nclud1ng Danbury. 1 

A_boll tiop and She _. pbu~:r _ Ri o\; 

Th Danbuvy riot focused round a meeting 1n 

the Baptists Church at which an antl-slavarJ lecturer 

spoke.2 I have not to und any eVld nee of Neg1'8es 

in Danbury being attaoked during thls period or statewide 

Piots no:r do I find that they we:r~e actively involved i n 

the antt•sl very mov ment. 

Thls pattem or inactivity can be treed to several 

factors which bJ ne means eccoURt tor t his po11ey in tull but do _ ...... ___________ _..... ____ ...., ___ 

1 Strothers, Tge Underground Ra11£Pad in OonpecticuJ• 
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~llJl to ov llftd . i-atan4ltia ·•t 1t• The ·esJ'O slav 1n D•nbu17 

and th•ougbeut eorm.otiout w a c pl t 11 oltteuaut1'1bed bJ 

1 • a to h1s llistit• nd ,aet1ona. a wes i1ltte~ate and 

'1'-ee tett es an. tntettlOl'• He bad no baudqp;QUM· ot ,organlz •-­

tton., leadership ot"' soolal protest. . Tb& ts- ·at tl-ttils eaa· pi-ae• 

tleea et el v f7 1f&i'G till vtrJ niuOh part ot- him tn the 

18,30s ancl 40s~ ta t . ct. tn 1840 the we!' · et111 J,.? slav s 
1 . 

ln c-onneettcu,.1 sem_, tw egN a tto show eat GNinei-y 

b11ltt s tthe-. la mllTJ.loi.na tbe Whlte meste,,. or tn aoc pt-

lng bt ·· lnr,tttutton · vltnes d bf the tact tbat tll re 

wr 6 tM N s.o alav- · owae .. e in the -81' te tn 1830 nd 

one Amoa Dem•••'• . tz, . · · ro lev ·ownei-• li'f d la J'ellf-
2 

ftall C·ounty. Nev ·ttthel ·as ~hey bad p. ~f{)ft1J,e4 as . lav · • 

o,lret.Un.ao•lb ln t ti- •tsht · , 1111 , rat • and· were 

, .. alt.tonally dlN(t't; tl l.n the1r thinld.qg. 

Danb1117 'a ,... N gl'O&I : a.ins t'h• ••• d prloi- to 

t ,he .i:- •Of the ateb. 11loa wtre just meldJ'8 the· t-..ans1t1on tran 

t,be tz-aditl •onal sub wient. slev -ote • t Ut to that ot 

. a 



• 19 • 

a llmlted tNeman. M ny slt11 lt•ed 1tb hlte t millu 

and tn Oltl e s e-,, the ws.r l i ved nd 'tlOrkea -at on houa ·hold 

vblle th buabana llvetl and 10ttked t antth ·lf• Tb 1 war 

all J.e•t,ore,.a oi-, ••l'•arltie wltb one ace.ptien na thet• 

oht1d ·n v re jut be&1rmtn.g to t-•• s<aho01.1 1rbo1 did 

aot have the lttltt7• tk - m na., op the dtree ·t1on need to 

pl y 1 · l'8 Pan s..n 1th att .. alav 111 rnov m t untll the w•• 
bs-ob out. 

l'he · gl'O at that tbr.te bad one thtna ta h.l -• t: ~o•, 
bt · war Nlcol'CI -~ eonnectS.e·ut esroea bad p J"ttl lpat-ed . 1n 

all ot th . ajo~ • toueh.""t on tbl -s centtneat. N p . 

teughit tn Kin, Oe.org ·te · ~. th ,~neb nd Intlan al', 2 th• 

Revo-J.uttonar.y and t . • tt of 1812.J D nhur, B · ro. tougla 

aM died in the · veluttoa po aS/b11 en Jrivat . r during 

tJhe ~ et 181a.lt. 0 ot th.$ t1_.at p non to leee bl lf.t . 

I u •. s.,,, Bureau ot the C neua, §1v eth -C n1•• ft 
t.bf trn1,tuit §\9$91, ,§12. 

2· 0:reene, 1'he fttSX:0 1n_poJon1g\ 1itY,lt!Slfe4• p.76-77. 
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..,.,. 
nslfled A a.m • He was d by a semu 1 . mi th of dd ing but 

on the 26th day of' Apftil, 1177 was in the pl.01 or Captain 

hen the Br1t1sb awtved a lltrsited 

enotinmter ensued a nd two ~, lt s, · osh\te 0 :Ptex-and Eleaa P 

Star~; and the negps slave i da s wer killed and the build! 

set ef1re. 1 

motlt ,aa when the ea.11 w nt Gut ro~ Ne o V8lunt e:ra 

, urin g the Civil er that 21 Danbury n.tn, out at a tot 1 

populat on of pproximat ly 81, voluntee~e ond ael'Ved 

valiantly. 



CIVIL V. R AND Ill x· .\CT ON !HE a·soaa. 
c,1;1cuu,_ 

As, •l'PID lit ot ••• --•1!.on i-uttl d: the eel•'• 

teethe,,•• th i,,,opl or J>an.1>u•1 eo.u14 ae M lm c1 · --t' · _ 

oau,e fop 18• •• tbe VMklY zt u au1, • perte,. T-he 

tllNal io the Unton wo\114 ev ··ntua11y be lSln.lute« thNtU&ll 

l 1 eompl'Clll •. 

b tt _ ·cte4 4 to be reokon ·a wt1ifl end as - »ly a, · 

len. S, 1860.- · oaanl tte• ,o , .. · el'V ihe Uttlon w . tottnel 

1n lanl,_,.,.a I• e-ttbe• event,, tbe vot " at Pa!Pt1•1ct 

Oeun.ty c , ,bet• ba11ote ta an o-, w. 1mtns majo.ttr ro,­
the man Ille' felti h · at sutte d to n -,1,,. th pitobl 1 

.lbN. tlao .oln .• 3 

to . their dl , : • ai-e4 eenti.tot b tween the 

s~tea bwke out- t fol't I "• tbad. •••• •• c. oa 
AP.-11 • 1861 n.4 thl.-een a,,. i. ·t•• the .tti-at eom,an 

to l.'eeJ>O'Od to tbct u · 11t w, 11 ·t et eo1r, auoktngbaa · • 

Danbon• oo t•• luaria.4 By Jl•r 1)1-4» two other Compe.nle-a, 

l DaDbUl'J ·!lmlat 'Ihle dltoM. 1 at,·tttucle l.e toUftd 
thltoughou·t. th »•P•zt 41.l_.lna the !tat :1...,, m.oath · -t• . 
·_tmed eentl1o :t bl'Oke out 1ri SOll1b 0-aMllba. 

a :n,td. • ~ •• ~. 1860. comnittte -. ntt .•••• gain 
Dee+ 26 ,., 1861• 

:,. tbtct. • ov. 81 1860., 

·~ 
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The Danbut,g B.ifle Ca.nPanJ find the rib-flvr zauavee ~1•1--il 

quield.J temea ~ma d1 pat·eba.d ~ Ua:,.tford and' dtadlt> 'ftei 

t• the cause at P:t?eaentns t he trnion.1 ~ri»s · f~lay 

eeaelon ·of th o,ne.x-al A,~- · hl.y t-J.1at •tl rea pub11-~ 

Aet 1.,a pa.a td. ~.lat1rig·· to ¢onneot1outts M1llt1 .-• tt 

·eta tes, in ;Pai'\• that 

n,.,,. 11 ~ 01· b04ted ltb!.te ~le <)tt!a n 
18 to ti$ 1'~ ·z:i$ ~;t ea;••~ ~ -•. ( t41 th ear~ t~ 
-~cepti On&)• s:••• · 11 be enr-o1led in i;be 
t<-'1'11~t• ·Of! -1 - J,. ..t.,8.• 411 . , .... 

/ l f ' 

~~sid4nt t4ne-oln w a, 1n the .$tlrl1 \ill.~ yeaJr•a,-

)..sQ d!.spos e4 a. ttt,t th us.e of . ~ troops 1 · ·tb$ Un.-on 

A!'lfi1• When ~ Ne!'tUt · ent ot e. Nei~ ~ · . _ t tfa=S t · tl · t · <. 

to the Pre eid n.t,, ·the -~~tl. .i:~! tte- o~s t _ t - e01i'l1a 

us& all that ~~ld V• 1:Unt~F .as 1abO~~r but no.i · s •~ · 

rtsnt111g men*3· !hi-· Jolley ,mt purau.$d· !11 cormocttc•i · 

unttt · ugu:at llt '186.3 · hen the tiit·st- ~ entt .ted · n ,; · 
28th (tolorad) ~e 1m . 'l~ OMnectteut V~f un~ ·e~ t~ llntt-r• 

Ga.tJ'. !tueldtJt;ba#l ~, ttthorlzed unde~ t.t 1'111 p· 1aet \ly t . 

·oe110Ni1 A-iuuemb1y that y_ . ~ to 011 ·i'df& N611lant of Me·gN, 

I?lt ant>!'-f tn. C10llltieot1-out. .Aa an efldi tl·Oftll . t1te ·nt111& lo : 

to- r.eel'Utt'a a 600·~00 ~u·e ~-•tte=-ef ,4. thl$r no 

1 tbt4, .-~ · 1 a:1, 1861.,. 

f tbt.d,t A Qot; 22·• 1861~ 

3 lhtd ,~# A· .ust 1~ 1862. 

Lt. 
W• A• Cflfful aa4 1· 

J!{il;D&otm,.d,£1...._• ( 



dt'lUbt, _·,ot-oUflt . in pan to , the ·Mptcltty ltb whteh thO 

a9tb wias &l"gantz d: tat; it does rlo-t oflt · · t th faoi that 

a n Union- s-ol.die~,. if -~p~ 1 1 the en 1• had no 
hope but to- be kt1" , · · 1natant11• 

tt · · U1 the - 19th R gilnonit 1Z81' 20· Clf the.!) 

eg1'0 - lJl&n o ,rct1tm· · · red tt'tln Danburf f'oz.. th milt t'al"f 

served w '.f~ Bt wt 1th ttie 1.a~est numbe-. or a~ men, 
I 

ta, d ,a, 1 ta Ptral Sa · ~ - Gbaitl·· .e· Rio rt ·. · lso ~ ✓ - , 
»;i~b1lff~t Ric -rd .·•· -2l t the ti:me ·of bta el11stneat, 

lad t · tn t pa ··t, ten ye:l's, a~v 4 to, town. tth. b1 

mo,the-r· from $'.ff Y°'••-•a He wo:11ke a a _ .ta · oztlv: -., 

in DanbujiJ pl'to:,, to ht - nlt ·tment-.,3 must ve eahtbtt _ 

·the quallttcattena tie.a .. d to c4chie\t the - ·rank Of Ftx-s,t 

sa e nt 11e tn: 'fib. 291lb a1noe 'tlhe_.. h no lf'll'1-denc& tb$t ✓ 
he had pt,d1ou,1y a J!"Ved in · 1 ·int,l1ta•7 t>Jtg8nlz· -tt.·•n 

t . ~v _·-• 
The R l - tat - _ rtiei _'" ta. ts.• I'd rou hil 

-t 1a whtcb. bhe aen d1 t1J2g'Ul .b.e« tb El1V 11ant1-, .. 

l c_o-nne.et I eut ill tatty ectwdl&,,-£.0.meet!.f!U·!. -s 
\n, !ht }1@£ [>f 09' R1:tnQ2t&o.a• p. 862. ' 

I 11saa ·un&1iNl ,§!@l@l .x!i!Ull lMl1s1Dl£f\ w, 
. .fiost&• 
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Eai-11e_.:., the General Ass ·mbly h · d ratified th 

l)th Amendment without a dissenting vote but on the r1rst 

Monday ot 8ctobe1" 1 186$, Connect icut as l n tailed to grant 

Ne roes the franchiae. 1 

li'i.8.!!! 1oRulat1on.Ingre1se 

· nhury llad not changed sre tly duping the period 

et the ar of the Hebellion but it had seen some population 

increase, rowth and conae11 atlon of intlusu-7. In the 

case of the Nero, the c unity durtng the span ot ten 

years b rg1nn1ng with the oonfllot, . bad 1nol'eaeed two• 

thirds, while the tnterstete lnlnlgntion ot esi-oas into 

th area had doubled.2 This pattern of intlux . into the 

area bad started i n the late 1840' and was given impetus 

by the mobility afforded the Negro atter the war. Negro 

migration wast, continue and incroase 1n Danbu~y thrPOughout 

the . neat halt Century. In t he rear 18SO• seven of a total 

Negro population ot 63 were bo~n 1n ew York State.3 Ten 

yeai,s l . tez-, 24 of 8111.sted in the census wer~ not natt'tte 

to the area.2 The 1870 Nport lists th& first egroes 

1 John • er~1s - w. A. Crottut. The M111tfff 
J.nd Ci v~l Htsto4;

7
of Connecticut, (New Yo!l'kt Led:, id B j 

ie;s J , P• 1,e. , . 
2 Comparison er Statistics 1Yen !.~ the 2th a11d 

8th Untted States Census: 18$01 1860 1 peeulat1en, -
Faia>i'leid County. 

3 §e~enth United Ststeg C9nsua118fOa Po2ulat19n, 
Fairfield CountJ• 

4 E1shth United states cgnsup11860 1 Popftlation; 
Patrt1 1d county. . · 
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or s,utharn slave state blrth among Danburr 's populationl 

and et the time of the next federal report , 81 or a total 

population numbering 192 are not native to the town.2 

The majority or egroes born out of the state and residing 

in Danbury throughout this span of time were or New York 

State birth with very few coming from States below the 

Mason-Dixon Line.3 The vital statistics or the town of 

nbury ror , the period 1671-1891, the ee~llest birth/death 

t'Jecords available, seem to indicate that the population 
¼.) <t.-.S 

inc~ease that took place 1n Danbu~y were a result ot inter• 

state 1 l ration rather then natural causes. Although 

the egro community had increased in si;e from 63 in 18SO 

to 133 in 1670 and 192 in the ye r 188o,4 the deaths, 

at leaat during the last decade mentioned and up to 1.888, 

had outnutnbered e ro births by 29.S The major contributors 

I, Ninth United States Census: 1870, population, 
Fairfield County. 

2 Tenth United s t,ta .s Cenlua, 188~1 ;eopulat1oni, 
Fairfield Count y-. -A!so see!st ofe gro res 'dents born -
out of state, P• 64. 

3 C pllation of the number of Ner roes born out 
of· state b t resiaing in nbury ·rrom the 7th, 8th, 9 th and 
,!0th UnJ.~_statee Census.: population, Fairl!eid county. 

✓ 

4 Total derived from 7th, 9th end 10th United 
States Qensus: 18201 18701 1880• population, Fairrleld Coantr. 

S nbur1 Town Records,, ecord of Bir'bhs in Danbur 
182$ Vol. 1 end Reco~d ar t>eaths in D nu Q 
The compilation or Nero births and dee he in D n ury to:r 
the period specified disclosed the fact that th e Negro 
mortality N1te was :reater than the birth rate for 18 yea:rs, 
See i~th/Death rate chart in the Appendix. P• 74• 
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to the l'O mottta1t ty r te n o~der, were conaumptton, 

heart d1seae and p umonta.l 

The Olvll . a:r and ind u str-lal groi., th had 11t .tle 

postt1ge tatluence on Nal estate as faia- es the Negro in 

nbuey scone rned. The smell b(l)dy or egro p:ropettty 

owners tnottttaeea their- n bars slcwly tore, during and 

after- this period. 

Danbury• 

tme1 

Negro real estete ~.rnel!t ean be t-,ece thro h 

p~perty i> cords baek to 1850. ( The teak or 
~ re prier- to t is ti me becme xtremely difficult 

beca use the majority or free Neg%'0 h de ot ho1eehold were 

listed by t i r-et name only, t11hile all ot th property reco~s 

I have eontronted 11st su:rnamea 1n eonjun.o·tlon wit h the first 

names. TheNfore 1 tm.less the reee s fop this period ~e 

examined wltb the flrst . end last name of a party in mind, 

the search wlll be truttless.) 

T fit-st Negro p:ropepty rner in Danbury, s te11 

as I eon as ·cet'tain, wa yman Peters, a bePbett,- who s.n 18>.0 

purchased property on Grassy Ple1n Roaa. 2 L an Pete!Ve wa·s 

to cont i nua to buy al estate and 1n the late 1800•s as 

l Ib 1d. 

2 To19 et anbu;a roJ?e~X ... !!ISOJ:dlh Vol. 38• 



noth 1' 

b itb •• Hortut• Petettaon, on July 25, 16$6•,- bought property. 

and bu11dlng · en Town H111 va. 2 ..rwo month later he 

tided to ht beldlnge and in tlme · he owned cott 14 rable 

pt-epe?lty in D~nl:nil'Y•) ,tlllaon Ph1111Pa 1 a 63 :, a~ el,d 

ttam· n wh · 11 'tf d wl th be'f.t son and hts tamtl.1-,4 bought the 

house in h!.,eh t · r 11\'ed, No;rembezt 1860• toz.. 300.0 0 •. S 

Th e ye . i-s 1 11 thi PNPePisy lffUt sold to .Ral p HQJ.ly. 6 

a N sn ·1oollke p :r in Danbu1.1y. 7 

:t n 1868 Alexander Pl boUghi propo11ty on Cbe:a,111 

St,, ln th we _-t•ntJ ot t01dl•8 Feu~ 1 -n l&t r, bis bvoth • 

Jellle bee the .co.rid membex--of his t . 11 to o property 

1a Danbur,~ 9· 

1 N1nth pnt t 1d .S!)etf)s Ce-nQtl870, pcpula tton, 
Fa1Pfield Oeuiii, . -

2 Rt, tbU!!,t FlsJ?S!l'!iY RtHf(H!41• Vol. - 44t P• )17 • 

3 I bi ·d,, Vol. 44, P• 347 

4 FJif11!h !!nl!U Sl@tep g,n ~- t 186641; topulat i on• 
Fairtield coun 1• 

) ~n tagRt ffleipp f eso,eg. Vc,1, 48 , . • 307. The 
·p 1ling ot P • ~r~1-.11tst nani• 1 11 but 111egtb1o 
1n the 1860 census f .,ox-d vh1oh 11st .be• as · pl'Operty 
owner tut it appears to b . illlc n.t. In th prop ~ty 
~ecerds it is 11 -t d as Millison Ph11l1 Pfh 

6 pant;,uJ1: ,tr-ope,:t:z; ~o,l!!1.I-• Vol. ~o. f• 226. 

. 1 Pp yP&t;pa ,l!iatH f22n1JUL1tl8'0. Popult1on, 
Pat .. tield Co~ • · 

8 B9nl,u, P99rtz !li99rll ·• Vol. ~1t P• 17~• 

fJ Ibldt~ Vol., 621 P• lS9• 



t Ph n. D , ln 1 ?l, pus-c· · ·ed ta.mi J>rop· :rtr 

tn tddle R ver ?>1 trie·t.1 The o:Pi 1nal »Nw · at d 

tooa. on lop · ov 14.ooldng t he ro ·d until rec .n·t17 

wh a, tt r long p riod or bo ¥'def up, t:he hous 

r z •• 
o1 on ·utle~who had lived ~1th hi t· 1ly ot 

1 ht oa e1a?>b«k\rd _R!cl 

Ma,rtot. F 'b 1!1 1811,2 

ltoad pure _i, d !and in H y _ town 

lJUxting tho b · 

built a h&U on .t p~, l'tfl' ieh et1U . tanchJ· tod -ay •. 

S_ ver 1 hundre .d f ... ,. . u from th Butler houa tantlS 

bid.1d1ttg <tCJlSti-uc-ted in the l t 1810' b7 . 111 

lenkias • '"' rtr wa PUJ'O s ta hl wtte •· s 
A rt1 St 1817-.3 ~be 3e:nk1n h ia t;ill Oiim Q b7 

ti· seendan. t o:. 1111 and · eao-1 Jenklna. 

I n · dd'itlon tG the . PX'OP Ptnr ownezt :ntione i·btv · 

• ll& Baubt# e: Vi ,:,al othetttJ who .bad eq-lrl1 d ve 1 

as te eur!.Dg tht p Piot!I ·lthough, - ln -Ztelat1on to th 

1 Ibld • . , vol.~ P·•· 4g9,, 
2. tbid •. , Vol..67 • P• 274-• 
3 l:bta, • Vol.. 671. P•Slt.8• ,aa ·re _ :n col'C1 ot 

two PMP z.ty t-raa . etlous nvol.virig ·· 1 leakths na bo'1l 
ln He ·stovn Dl tnet. Oat pi _ee ot N-a .- a · te ve · pu.• 
ob.a.a ·a ® P•ll,S-, 1877 : nd th th. v l.n .s » . be•, 1894,. 
Gn the d-vtce $f' dtNot cl .se .n nt t.,t - -• J'--nJd.na• --

•-n· than Pre ,,t I cfMluded the t th !>"9&1'11 1n 4ue tton 
w· PUNha ea ta la??• 
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Tht 1tu tten v • I bell v , due, 1n ·rt,- to th 11m1t a 
SC 1 d ooeup t1Gna1 appoittun tf av 11 b1 to th 

e re, ·, Xn oth r ,m 1m~, t · reb 11lon n . ub equenl 

tnau ttt,t ·lte tlon otad a a ·t!v · tntlu no · keew,,ing 

,opel"-ty out ot th ncl_ of ould• -gM N• 

.-J.tb.Ough tile intlu nc m leas by 4 - 1 than by cha~o -

tb re e n be no oubt that th ro•e ab1111y to rn 

tmp ll'e b th _ 1 nte wttb h.lell 1hi9u tl'Y b OPbl-

hlm tnto tter payl oocup tto · • 

to o• ·ou t • H t f etottl 

e •1Y t h ti• _ t d o 4 e t ·, mo 

I · n 11\r t-· rer I the Jor ndu tn 1 10, ,-.2 tt;a 

a- tbl plo nt sa,m1B to · bav o - d 

of aon 1aei-eb1 • In 1860 t 1e - t 1$00 pr on, worked 

tn hat t · ctort a oi- i-e1 fl 4 S.ndu ·t.i th·' Y t 10 1 · -H 

ter --lo,m nt in thl 1.ndu tl'Y cli-opp c1 ·PPNS tely 300 



- ) 1 ... 

i,orkez.s tl'om 1ts rolls.l 

to ·the SP'fl$test de,gvoe. 2 

'rh1a loss effected male o.tnplo.yoe 

'The Ne ~.s during this tbrie t hQd made s~vsrnl 111-, 

roada into previously all~·vth i te oc(rupati.cm:.ia. 11111 .. aF! Wheel •· 

Gla~ence 'hitneT and ·arren (last name 1llet1ble} by 1870 wePe 

vor' ng in hat factoriss.J Ne::rroas also number d smomg thei r 

oc·e·upatio1as, oth r than th · tra ditional rvant, washwaman 

ond l bore:r, b !'ber, en ineer-, eeok and lilostl r. The 

letter wo · i-k and lived -et one er Denbury•s hotels. 

Barb ttir1 r ther than. industry had o:rtere d the ,.rcfateat 

ohranoe :ro~ economic advansa ment to the et,_ro. As early as 

1140 the eolorful "Judg n 1-Iomer 'Pet :rs ""·as ~a:rning sul, ... 

s nt1 l 11v ng at hai~aiittin .5 !-!fa wa:1 follo ed 1n this 

2 I id , 

.3 -~p.th Uni _ted States _ Cen musr 16!.0i pop ul tiP! b 
Fai rfi eld county . 

4 I bid. 

S I t 1s assumed , i"r 
e te.te hol ! - a ~ listed in th 
C nsua r eports ta r t n in 1850 
p~rti _necor~e , that he srne a 
cutti ng. 
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prc,:fi a·sion by L n l>ete:rs. both or ora were to 'b oGID l · 

tlv lJ 1 rs property owner b:, ro stand ra c,t th ti · •1 

Evld nc · .... ~ ....... u ..,. to lnd1o t that th baPb r t1 te 

prl -r i ly 1 lt not xcluslv ly, to th whl · 

lllt.- BNJo , t,ho l - till m mb d bf · ., t 

ly ~esid . nt ot t r ·_ .,, t up hl b 1'b ·i-· ,ho t 19 

St et :tlm& b tw-en 1878 ·nd 1860. 2 Wh th • follo d 

t ter • moa 9f operation tn re s ard to hi cu t m, · 

dUJ11ng th . . arl7 ye ·. r · ot ht bu l s a 1 -· n t kn ltho h 

bf 1900 bi cl1ente1 w s lmost oxelu iv 11 gp0. l 

t l86t> P. d n1 C n u 11:st v ital otb · non. 

manutaaturl OGG·UJ> ,1 -0 . t111 d by the NJ 1nolud1 ng 

·t e drtv •• a ba·t bJtUs en and f rmeia who .· rk d hi 

ownlftd. 

su, lt was IO· ta s v nl ·4ecad s b r ~ the N ~o, 

ln ·ny numb&•• oould ~• into v n t t nl 1 or Uldu t•1 l 
Joba., f c1v1.1 Wal' had occa -alo ti a o ·"'8tn ount. of 

obtltty tor the · 881'0 but tt did llttl !n the 1 ot 

rrol'dl him n, lnduetz-1al connect d ocellPa,t o-. 

l §~ve9'131 em\ &sbth ttnttm, .§tates_ Censua.. opuletlf!k 
Palrrt ld eountr•-

2 'l . ,;ta P!l:·~@d S;tgtgs Ceruau;u 1880; PoauA yl9!la 
Pait-field coun J'• 

; Interfl. - 1d tb t'• ClaP nc Bourn .ft• · 



tn 186 ther w ~0 only 9 egro al ployed 1n hat 

t otorie •1 At a t1m only 26 et th 811t1re numbeP 

o ott 1 atiul ts 1-n D n'bur a job that eM not clas- i• 

ti 1n th tit d1t1o 1 y. 2 

B tt r 1tns l•skill 4 oc~up tte ®on 

-which ht ed th ab11lty to own la 11 cqul ot 

t n1aet1e o-r ltt w :r to r , in out ot· th · t- oh o t 

mult1tud , o dtl11lng t SO's ere rant on th 

ot 1.00 d y wt cut be rd l bor o!' l .SO k 

int C Of~- 1 uw.u~atic erv nt •) 

'the t1 t t th. · gl'O 

out th s na, to~, _ t 
Ve l lgniglc nt O -

• att • th - ct.,rtl 

otm•." Th n b • ot *"° 
t · b d 1,4 lthoUghf. 

county .• 

t P• th cauntl'J, be · c1e 

bul'f • ch · _ l 

o 1\Iat"l'iUltas n o- l ·t on tbe1• 

Pe ldtng ln . bite ho hold dlmtn-, 

, lr dy not d'• thet• occup ttone 

1rt11d 

C rt o ro occup tf.ona in 

s e rt or ·r~ 
pp natz, p. 60-62. 

e ro 

t-odugts ot 

lo tn t 
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on the hol sln d the name. 

As - gro s set up their own household th '3 usu 11,­

p1cked the eont Porto to do s0. 'l'hi ovcm nt as 

not a result or 6 tt0.iz t1on far as l te s 1880 there 

re .36 r i li loce .t d. on 17 di ff' arent stveet, wt th the 

re!lte t concen: ~atic:m consisting o .our am111e • • 

din g on I v Stre tan.a four on Cherry ti- et. 1 The 

shi:rt ot pppulation ithin D nbury eem. mot> a l"eeult 

of the .faet that oat ot the jo b 9ceupie4 by n gro s 

we~ inor a i 19 looted w.thin the conf'ln s ef the 

Barou gh. Si no , 'th jority of i ro s we. plc,gAd 

•S dome tlo a S'Vonts or lebore~s , PatheP th _n t ~ wo~k~ 

rs, tt- neport ti.on ould lso he e be n e ·toctoP 

s esting reloc ton within oloa p~o t 1tV ot t 

job. althou gh argum n'ffo pren .. ised on the 1d a of property 

Ce•. th lack of av 1labl ~ent and 1aabiltty to buy 

Pt10Perty} could b ju tifi ble. t ny xa te, 1t se s 

that itov nt tot1 rd the c . nter of nburu s a trend 

ste~ted about 1860 hon &pp~oxim tely half t th 21 

hou eholds re loot a 1n th Burouga-.2 

1 !bl• 

• 
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By 1880 th1 · num • had wn to 36 with n1y 3 81'0 

houeehc,lds 1.oc ~ ·d out id of the o nte~ .•. 1 !bi - p _ t · · ,n 

ot diftu d 1oe ttoa wa ~•~ &Ptltv d though n4 lt 

tt long b fON 1' z-o c un1tJ dUl'ing nothep · 

pert · of lftdus,:tti 1 s~th and ca . o11dat1on, lc,e t a 

vl thin the Q&ntev Qf Daabtu,,. ? 
( 



CHAT Ill 

C 

Se r. 11 · &P- than d c 4 d l · d" tu , 

t · · se·ttl nt or nbUitJ, n the Fl ._ t Congste atio 1 

ooi ,, et d churoll bulldin •1 o.a ·t d - t ton 

na t111 1· 1 ••a t ctor tn the 11v a ot · the 

opl .e of! Danbur • tmS.1arly• 1 not to · · · te• d ~ • 

· ·re, lit ln the O . Urd.ty 1 bound up wlth Mligloa 

lthoUgh 81'0 lo tltut-lone nd butl lng · weft no:tl to 

o into b 1 tmbil th wm of the 19vh C Gt\lPJ'• 

Since th t~ inc pttcm d con·ttnutns untll • 1e1itlf; 

thos in tt tutt.ou . • • rv d t · 1 potnts l• th 

o unity tu cl ·1 · wall a reltgtou o,tvlt1 ,~ 

gn churo V Pl'OVli d pl ,e ,o, c·omf'OPt., t low-

1hip and te ling ot b loftglng toz, th ta- COngP atlon. 

' u . th _· t!hureh $ ·V pl '9 n tm,-rtaldtt •t ln 

th llt ot ~he S"• thl otlon will d v t 4 to 

1i 13ft h1 tOl'f• 

Unto.-tunat l.1, t t ht tOl'J• 

111 not do Ju tloe to the 1n ~itutlona· dU -, Prim Pil • 

• 36 • 

•• 



to the leek ot r,eco~ds ·t.,nd docim·onts . A l&ck ot1 written 

:rt";P ~ts is cha.Fact :,1st o o ... ·~otn or tho lil ,:.o Church a 

1n Dt!n'bt~ry.. 1 tact , nai thor or tho two hrtve merrbersh1p 

:ttOll:it de t-:tng 1." · <,lt ov r 20 ears. !11.nanoial l'eeo~, 

and r eports , ex~ept for da&.ds, aro slso n nexist<:rnt. It 

a a-rns that aaa :h (;)fficer· ltept t;he records o:t his :resp.er~ 

ti,re o:ffi~e and t :h~ r -eqo:Pd·s hf.nre been lest to obH.viou ., 

~he matej!i1.sl. t · at I am uat nr t c nstt' uot t'11a 

aec~t :ton ws.a obtained; p~t 111.ly, t :roi.i h inter vt ema. 

Only in Strve1.,al instano os havo I been abl to docur,.ent 

any r that ma te1-i l w1 th T>r• · r ry soi..i~<.Je t.rt'1 tten evi• 

denoe al thou-rh, in th-a n1a in, th"· accounts of th t*e:t1lous 

peopl intervtewed ue 

In colonial Ccnnectieut it was eane~slly th 

accepted practice or Christian ·fogroes te att nd the 

Co gat1on. Chiw~he • Ther nould tt-nd · .. rvtee but 
1 

naturally had t"la voice tn Chu:roh matt r ·• tt 1a needl ir 

to say that th Socisti s., s i ne they exel?Cized 

l n~ 0g1+0 Slavery in Connecticut," ~1he gonn .o.ti ~ 
eut @FJleil!~,1 J n 5 1899, ·• 1~0. 



exceptional ·powers over t he t1hl te p-opulao. , aleo atte.Qted , 

the Ne ro .. , E•en atteP other ehui-ch.es we~ organtsed ln 

the area th& Fti-at co ~egational Society retained !ts 

contiaol ovet- the NesPo as w1~essed by an address . dellvePed 

by Ir ,. Timothy Langdon. P sto~ or the Fir ·st soeietJ• at tb 

executt o·n ot Anthony• · free M re, who had ~quested a 

sermon. 1 sirn11ar1J in 181l, Hill:tam AntitteWs, leo minister 

ot the Flrst Congregational Cburcb at nbury, . deliveNd 

se rmon et the execution ot Amee Aciarr1e, als o a Negro• in 

front ot capacity aua1ence.2 The" ordn and thfl 

church 1nt1uencea the Ne ro at every tum. In later 

year-a •. the 168o•a and 1890•s• many NegliOes or thetr osn 

vo11tton attended the Advent Ch~1stlan ehureb located 



- • 
1\ ta l f' 
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1 
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In 1889 t A. • Y.J. io n I-JT1ss1on es loeo ted 

ln a la:rg hall OV0i' ' rn.um•· Feed ~t-o t 223•21$ aln 

:St et. 1 ~h$ serv1oe. i re held th r o.r 20 ye rs.2 

Pitobabl tb t1r t p tor ppeint d to t,he Chux-cb 

R v. Cw. ff tft ld who V@ to 

to 1699.3 

ain in nb t !'Gm 1890 

Th& cl t-@1 of the • • E. zlon Chut-oh, unlike 

th Baptt. t h& J'V on Pea for 1 ~lh 8!'8 polnted 

to th various ohur-oh 

he mt.nu of the 46th nnu l N 

y 6th to lltht 1891; 11 ts 3 mem . r 

l d Oonf nee, h ld 

a 6 PN>hat1one 

a th tot 1 •dult -congregation at tlurt time.- The su 'I 

School nraol nt. t th me time,. wea 2j.YJ Fi nc 1 1 

dif tow.ttes · · u d the e Pl is ion and w ~ · te oont1flu 

( 

Holt• 
pt 1st Chu:reh ln nbur fop 

11-I nt w1ew with R v. Le 11-e ... taw on .• 

, E. 21on Conte~ ne • ?tgc a ings ~~ t 9 
.-t..6...,.-·t .... h......_ ........ .___t_l~!Sil .... l@ 1. 



t• o 10 tor ome ttm to com • or n t Pe tor- 1· · nn -1 

& lai-y- o 12.19 eoul.dn • t be t end n I t e t ken 

cart &t, the ball x- nt _ a usually overdu ·• Thi tile 

oaee in 1891. 1· Funds w· 

anti t etery o;·u: nAll'k'\. to'&' h 

e rly rtod.a 

1fbrou h.out , 

olici d 

opt ot th ChUlteb. aurt this 

t de d 

J • H. Y u P·P01nt t t h D ~bUJ7 · 1 ton 1n 1891 

wher b 1,1em. ti\ed - s l' star unt!.1 19&a. T - d 1 tes 

1 nd Conte no • 1 6t h to U th 

of that 1 r, a to l'ePo~t a•o b1e be · l'lC ot 
~S7.GO in th · nbui-y a ury.4 hen R v. G · .no took 

ov i- th p1!'1tua1 r · 1ne ot t h bU!'Oh ln 1903, t o ~ -

ttett num · red .30 bll th Sund y chool d to-

e11N)1 nt of' 19~-' fl v. G're , durtns h1 3 1/2. x-a 

1 Ib1 • 

. 1 . P• . nd JI t ClaMI\O. . B01.mlliLR 
b ~ or h . Bop . pti t Chul'Ch Gr so odd 

Cha~l 8 Holt nd John ~an-. 

. l •• • i. Bl -OD_ CoatePenc .. EqcoeQlB gt -
"" .A a, 58$ ADP¥ 1 ,,Sf!! .SS , l 91-,, 19'0~. 

4 t 1-6. ~ S8t b 



ot t 

Cb1.1rch 

• 42 -
to 1ncN bOtb t PWll'l,uei~ bl _p d t 

nl tlon.1 b •ttnenl or Loe l a tone 

land Cont :reno t n 1904 olv d to do · -'8 

n u17 le lon ft Ph rt 

rt on th e tate or _tt t.i-

t t be 1 eon •. 2 The St ceo ..... -..... ..____ to Ore 11 • 100.00 

ln t -,re eu.-y nd th conare. tlon n i-tolra d the ld 

o pure lot n ere ct chuJ1Cb l n t r 

utu . •' l'be · cont~ no e 36.82 to t b loc 1 botly 

t • • 4 Thl . nt, at th t ime, ,, _ 8 con ld bl 

when f eet t t to 1 • ber blp ot 11 the A. •· E • ..,I.on 

ChUreb e ln land 1 thall 2.000 Ju t t 

•11 ••' 1th tbl& -- tel1 d o l wltb tb re t . 

or t tre su17. d hl b an to cone a• 
v l'lou pleo ot pro •ty · 1n n _ round bu•r• On euoh 

pt e , 1 nd d bu1·1dl ne on Ll '• va tum down 

on th le or • ntl ld 1 tl'On16 

§8th 

3 Iblch-• P• 2g. 

4 I bl4•• P• 34 

ot b 

S • • m. Zlon Cod r no • '!:E!!O ec)19Sg Of thf 
1 0-et19 • 1902~ 

6 lntel'VS.e w1 th JI• an t: n. , Cl N DC 
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Tr y troct, t e 1ocal Chttrch n l90S w1 th ev. G·re • 

untimely d th 1le b in Towl ton. 1 

t e y •• R v. o. t111e oho. n by the 

Pz- sidi l N of -t . . w 1 nd Cord' l' o · to till t 

ind P ot Otte n: ·ta ppoibtrrt nt. 2 !n 11'ti6 t nawlf 
.... 

a oint . ·d P tor, Rev. • "fl!1 o, broUSfit Gre ' 

pl n · to tru1tloa th the oquia1tion ol bulldin 1ot 

on t co &it ot ROV&l\ tt'eet. nd s - on Ave·.nue 1n DanbuJ'J' 

wh eh 1 th e ai e ot th p ·. a nt Churoh.3 TU lot s an 

xcav t . d sand 'bank • · d by nry B. owl y, o ueas1an, o 

Broo11t1· 10, Cenn .. 4 Altbou h sta 

ople int t'V w . oe:ntli,ot on th 

nta ct th v rtotts 

ount ot money 1ven 

in exo nge tOP th p,:;-opev.ty. onl1 One DoJ. r ( 1.00) and 

other v· lu bl com 1d t1on re 11st d 1n teh ed• He 3.ey 

ln the D ci, le tlpta s 

n. •• .. that th said prem1s s shat 1 b u a-. k pt.. 
1n 1ned d iepo d of s a pl oe of l>ilf1ne 

orship tor the us . ot the ,1n1etry na erqhip 
ot the A, r- .. E. Zi&n Chu~ch in ~1ce.n 

A 1t would as m t t th property ·. s ctu lly a strt te 

the Ohurch.S Almost 1mmediatal y , th€;a eongr gat1on• with 

l • M. B. ZiQn Oonr ranee, ~oeed1!?.{5s o Yie 
p2nd_6nnUJl eeMl!!Sa 1906, P• 27• -- '' '- 1 

-

2 Ib id- . 

) DanbUP-z Pl'OJ? ·ui e~eisds,. Vel .. l.23-, p.. 681. 

4 l b1 • Ji.l O n !nt !'Vi 1th ft Vw Leslie " on. 

S Dftnttu£r b9?ert1 Recqrdl• · 01. 113, lh~ei.. 



(l O 80 to c n 

ot u U t11 ltl 

3 J b · th 

90 3 3 'ti _"b, 

twctti o o the ohuxich e ereo 

te 

rth ot 

he lo't, 

ll 

1st1 

f&undatt n.2 

butlft 

e :ttl e 

· ooult1 

ro · lt1 took tt toll u n the 100 1 chUZ'Ch• 

d or~ •. n~c ~ utl ,. 1 oe 

e or l t, 190 , tor . 
of t t uo· -p . , Tl'M) 110n, s. ,GU 

0 

Th eona.tvu ct ion nd Q · tl8 of 

une t ~ torship o e~ . • J , J: 1 rt -

d le t cet monr , 1 3, 19.09, h 

of ev. • J . oi. 'l.be1~ Q oid:..n +;l. e i!-911, li c~ .. 

s Oi' ~,·no t O .. ct f~ ,. on Ch:L 

1ft nbu • 

cA; # .• •-- d eazltabp?t t ;z1WI J. 4 L ~t ·t IC t 1 . IL 

Im r ·'1'I , with I l' • 

2 Ibid ,. 

i ll 

.:;~~~..:Jt~~il,.,J.~~:.2..t · v~i. 121, , • se1. 
4 e t• 23,, 190 • Dt g 

'o 

h 

l 

·no 



4-rho onl7 othor o 11g1.ou t'&tiOn ln 

DQJr1~u,g dur· thls p toa · s t e HoPe · ti t; Ch,wcb ,.. 

It s tQUnd d 

dUG to - 1t dop · 

'i 

·uf'fi ·Cl . t J'.JA~~~\~ t.,o 

ffiliat&d 1t h the Co 

or €Wtto · · t-al.1:fllou.a pga: r7!ell t or 

2nd Pti t - huttch of 

1 .. • ., z on• .. ow 1~ 

i n b.r ot 

t:t t conv 

;, 

e ,. 

· rte !: y1c.r. p (J'to Ot' t 1 t ,pti t CbU 0£ . t~ tto. .2 

v. fl tt 

, . Co Jo on,, Ji co 11 n. t 1le~ 

naobb. , hold t.r oo. ·G . '. t 1).'td tt.ooi, 

te n 

til 

tt 1110 · 4 . t. 264 I 1n t . t.-3 

a t :nr:nMlilm ion nd thG t 

do re zro e. 1>e1~tne1ut eh-u~ .. u 1d1 

u~ no· $:i, 

D01U1tu8 . 1 ent . 

Vnd l't t -bll · di ct1on _ ev :M D. o .. TU~ll'llO,B. • the eunm~ 
· ot ~ - o~l d· bui1d1 

I don' t 

. f P I JI _- '8111 I ti .I .. I "" · ti, !:ii I I - l , - · ' 

1 m. -t<n'it .l S · tch r;'t the 
Ch,t.WQhu t ubll h p 1 <ft1 196;,). 

:S.' .lb1 if 

2 J tt,t · '• 

4Ibt . 

pttst 
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ut , ·:n y ov 

HO:r>o 11ptis+: C 

., . o a t 

ld sol c 

tho 

to sol o· t :rnd once o in fo~ tho tt 

C . rr:7 t ,..ee-t in 915 

eichborhood . 

11 z,,o•i..e '&j , to no v • 1 , 

dominantly · hi te 

lie on ~Le 

a• t tho e r Pt t Chiweh 

loc t _n 'tn J 1eir m cl · al bou h t.1cr 

art ,1 o, .te-r.. · n ·t " onax l a1~ a Gi tho o1 t • Tl 

u n t b o ~ en le los nGso of a 

oou bu~ on con ic ~ sono . Sinee ro .rn 1 pro o~ty- ,a t 

be, ponstble tu ~h ould hope or- • i t h. t hotr- 1 1 ted 

p 

.... .t' nsa c ti on t:J' -<=­

ort y ua . urch _ -ti in tha 

t roh 16 1 1915 1 t 

ot tr , co cticut 

Bupti t uon ent.,,.· 

11~ho old r:o locatoc on ti 16 · b · l •,.O t . lot4 

•••••> ,, ., , • r n · 111• ~ •1 • 

d Che.,-. lo .. ol -t. 

n n d , ~ - ... olt . 

3 R bJ:!£1 ldR;U:\t , ,;tPS.~~* Vo-l 11,.8, • 314• 
4 1bl4 .• 
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r1,g v:tco 

d:ritre by 

-total eo 

tel1 thivty-odd ~~bora t t d up the 

ot huroh d~in . t· s _ 1:~1.ou o early i01 t h , 

hol thcl 1 ae:Mieo J ,c.co.Jt fo, • c•uoo y ~c ool., in tho 

even1 -, a t:r. 

o~ oat o:t" the . m b ro or i;he co re at o -

all oat ,;.olu vely , .ro-tt-1 ed o eat.1.. a .., 

00 ldn' t " le 1J'e th il'> b unt'il , .. lM Y' af"te1noon . 3 B 1915. 

s · ~1 n1~ p ·.rice w ro o.r rod nth l~ to o~ ns d r y 

• Sm.r :r1ll1 he lute Su, y niornine eo~tc . 

, 00 r cedani~. t~ C~urche l'"o · ~'I! ,::.ad - roe funot ons 

f o the l"' by o 

Orf nizattona at lea t Pl~-0~ to the t 

.. t .. or c· u.r-ch had e 01~.a·'.l nt bu tling hos a 

l ---ntorviow w th r. harl e n 1~olt. 

2' · 1. ,h u the eo1~ne1"ator...a, o# t?te bt.t1ld i · 
dated t,24, tho ehurca ~san't e~ected .until 192S. 

l th A t'f. Ohfizl e · Halt. 

3 Int r'ti a wit h John 13r. t, o!' _ V• 
01a r1enfle · • 

in 
l nteI-viow 



act t cl · tlQS lt mat d b&WG4m the 

lndi vldu 1 bl -r · ftth J'f then to P t e-tlng 11 ., 

Soon MOU.' CblJJ'Cb gM\lJ)I into · 1 or · nta tlona ~ .. -

to d to PHYld ;tellowsh1p · nd Sptl'ltual dlreot10ft _ Dd 

l r whole i-ray of ohu:a,ch eoM ct d · c 1 tuncttona 

awmin· wer e tox-thc ns• Boa ·1uneh aGtt 1 , 

wl · p r-tt and . rmual p1ente bee th · bl b i,e1nte 

·ot .-o eola1 lt e ln el If.on to the ehuNh• Thl'Ouah 

t he ohurobe • roes NC ntly eft"lv · d tn town b «1. 
. cq lilied vlth the st ot th · ce unt.t y anti· as the . ohUS'Ch 

Mlle • . 0 aid t b-r hlp tn ttll ted adult fM! 

youth sraup orsan!. ·tlon •1 '!'he r oad 1tttan Ord • 

et th 1.sht o Pfthl :J chUrch ftill r t ma1 

S1'011P, a or g OS.a · · by t b tound • of the 

OhU:Nth. '1'. • 0 rnett. Thi 0006 

· · ch tmum a,trensth ln tb iatter 2&• and· 

na t n • olln nd d& nd V8P 1 ,e .. . •• a 

,. 
rly JGt 

In a\1, the church e provt4 d t · po wttb 

1 .a r hli, _nd dt• etton nd b came ftl11Jlna ,otnt fol' 

the tlarlr oODDun1tJ at a tbrl hen that c miltf w,ut 

bes lnntns to de lr r oognltton a· s· · thin mo. tban 
1 ter Cbarlt • boJ• 

1 Ib1d. 

2 Int ni w wlth i-. C ral 'Holt• 



CONCLT1510N 

Thro ughout tht · pape:r I have drawn vartous 

conclusions about the Negro, his 11te and ctroumatance 

in Danbu!'J, 'J1hese eenolusione, although ba don f'eirlJ 

reliable material, ar undoubtedlJ shPouded tn eubjeotivtty. 

The same t&l'lal exam.in d r~om a ,U.fterent point ot view 

would probahly yield different oonQlus1ons. Recognizing 

this tact• I will PN>O ed with s e tl1ng clown the maln 

inferences I have drawn trom my research. 

Th most obvious conclusion reached in this 

· pa, ei, is that the Negro in Danburr ri-om the period ot 

slavery up to the first decade of the 20th Century pro• 

gl'essed a reet d al in many ways. The year 1910 witnessed 

:r·t fty-four ot f'iftJ•aeven school age chtldred attending 

public sohools, 1 At the same time two Negro chu:rehes 

bad been but1t that served both the religious and social 

needs or the oomnun1ty. Various occupational opportunities, 

which had pr viously been barred to the N ro, "'ere al0&1ly 

openi up fer h1m. The list ot Pl'OPertJ owners had grown 

over the years and 1nc:reased mob1l1ty added impetui to the 

Negro population ex, ans !on im the area. __ ...,.....,._ ______ ....,. ________ __ 
l Tb1Pt~ nth United Statee geggua: l91Qs 

population, Vol It, P• 258. 
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• so. 

Prior to 1860 the attitud ot the majo~ity ot 

the white cltia ns of Danburf var1ec1 between pateitnal1 m. 

and 1ndlfterenc until requi:r d to take a definite stand 

by the C1v11 War. Underlylng these shifts in publle 

senttruent . those remained a minorlts· that opposed the 

Negz;o at every turn. The classlcel &xampled or this 

opposition was the anti-abolition riot 1n D·nbUl'J• Deter 

and after th Oiv11 ar certain oocupations, notabl7 hatting. 

re mained closed to th Negro. Va•tou neighborhoods• 

espec i ally in the southend or town, were ott limits tor the 

Negro thzto'ulhout the period. As let · as 1910; bodily hami 

was 1i'ltlloted on Negroes found walking along South Street 

because they were trespassing in e wh1ta n 1 hbophood.l 

Mino~ity oppes1t1on whtch took various forms, was also 

tound throughout the State. 

In the State Legislature. where at the close 

ot the Oiv-11 ar, th 13th Amendment was ratified without 

a d1s·senti vote. a bill tor gro sutrr ge l18s over­

whelm1ng1J defeated. However, a~ter th Civil iar~ th 

responsible white citizens of DanDU!-1 oft en atd d, or 

at le st did little to hinde:r th pro reas c;f the egro. 

1 Interviews with r. and rs. Clarence 
R_ev. Lawson and r. Gh ~lea Helt. 
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r1or to th vit i of th1 paper I h ld 

gena ml mistaken notions. One, ther was a marked 

cha nge in t he status S11d role of the Me ro in Danbul'Y 

i mmediately after his Paleaae from slave:ryJ t e, tb 

increased mobility ocoasioned by the etv11 ar bad, at 

its en'd.t led to a large 1mm1 ration ot Ne l'O s tltam 

south ern state into the area. Th evidence seems to 

prove that just the o~posite ts the c in both instances. 

For the first two decades atteP the majority ot 

Ne&i~es in Denbury had been freed, their statue and roles 

seemed to change ~ery little r~om that which they had 

been during slavery. The notable exoept1on was that a 

tree negro could no longer be b ou ht or sold. egroes 

still lived and worked 1n white home or tame ass ?'Vents 

and laborers. · re than two or three members of a 

family nrely lived together because or the nature ot 

their employment and financial conditions. DUrirlg these 

eeFly years many ot the Nero's rights iere llmlted by law. 

He took iho pal't in oi1tlc affairs and bad little sense ot 

community. It wasn 1 t until the Negro was rtnanc1ally 

able and resolute eno h to set up hts own hous holds that 

he be gan faverebly to lter his position in society. 

The 1ncreas or the Nero population ot Danbury 

after the C1v11 a• was primarily a result of interstate 



/ 
I 

I 

1 1 ration. This 
11
population rrovament had been gein:1 .ng 

1/ 

mernentum since ~he T840's and it did in~reese substantially 
I I 

erter the ua:r l:>ut ¥pe souther.n. statee were poorly rep:re-

' sented in the m~vere~t. The major'lty o:r the Ne roes who 

came to Danbury, $t least up to 18801 were natives of New 

Y k S .,__ t ;' / /, or . ... \IQ e.. 1 ; 1 

/ !; 1 
Ir/ al 1'•/)I have concluded that the Civil er and 

Danbury's 1pdqstfial gt'Owth had little imrred1e.te effect 
1. 

on the life or wie Neg:ro. He had been free for s number 

of years befor-e !.'/the w r so th o t t his status was not 
I / I 

affected. The /1 influx of population trom othe r states, 
r I 

al thou j:t iricji,ended after t he wa1", was not reatly 
} I I 

changed a~ ~,.d,reot result of t he co flict. The Negro's 

occUpatio~ at;u3) flnoncisl co nli tione 1"8Jlleined samawhat 

st tic arle~ ~he war end he <Ud not benefit dil'eotly from ) y·;. 
the ind.ust:rlsl expansion o:i.t on in Danbury. Consequently 

l i,., 
the Slb~ll n~~er ,of e ro pro pe~ty owners grew very slowly • 

. .f , j I 

No d~bt 'th~ i~ar did ive rlse to a sense of citizenship 
/ '!/ \ 

and '• it offe~ed t9e Ne :ro a chance to proi,-re himself on the 

battleficld J t-ut the future chan es that were to come ss a 
}/ 

/ 

direct or/ i ndirect result of the war did so slowly and 

not ea~~lysmieally ~s one might have suspected. ( }$1, 
.,) ( On the eve of world ar l the Ne ?'O 1n Danbury 

;, ! 

belo e1• 11" not to the whole ool!lllunl ty, at lea at · to 
'fl 

his own,, He had progressed but still was low man on the 
{ 



totem pol or soclal atructur • He bad hi ehurcbe , , 

his households, and 1nc~eas'lngly, his rights. He was 

on the threshold ot a new era. It was an era that wee 

to a e many egl'O young men go ott once again to prove 

thelr worth on the battlefield and their lov ot tN dom 

as th y had done Ollle halt century elrller. 



A PENDIX 

S mple or an 18th Century Slave Deed 

Ori inal o ned by Robert Rider 
of Redd1 , Conn. 

( Unpubl 1 shed ) 

I Jededah Hull of fairf1eld i n the county or 
f arf i eld and coloney of eoncute.t in new englen esived 
to my full Se.tesration or Danial Chapman or R1din in 
aid county t he sum of twenty Pound lswfull inoney for 

~ ne ger gall naimed ille 1s tore years and nine months 
old of Delucco Said al for a well hail rued all and 
will warent said Gall from any person or Persons layi 
any la full olat ne to to Gall as witness 

y hand this 18th Day ot Janary AD 1775 
ined in Presence ot 

Phin ny Chapman 
Cornel1o Hull Jeded1 Hull. 

- S4 -



1756 

1774 

1782 

1790 

1800 

1820 

l~O 

1860 

- ss -

GRO ND UTUT l I ITA.NTS OF CO •CTICUT, 17$6•1860 

(Com.piled f~om St to and Federal 
Census fi ures) 

htte epro 

126,976 3,636 

,197,910 6,462 

202,~77 6 ,273' 

202,902 6 , 281 

245,621 4 , 33$ - Free 
951 Slaves 

267,161 1,~ • Free 
· · 7 Slaves 

301,,856 810S - Free 
17 Slaves 

4s1.so4 8,627 - Free 
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POPULATION OF F. IRFIEI,D COUtlff 

State Census R8 cords 1774 - 1156 • 1782 

Danbury 

Pals-ti ld 

GJteenwi ch 

New F irfield 

Ne town 

OPtttal 

Redding 

Ridgefield 

Stamford 

St!'atford 

'1'0 . ·1 

1714 
ih1t N l'O 

Slaves 

2,473 53 

4,544 319 

2,0S4 122 

1,2-88 20 

2,168 61 

4.243 14.S 
1,189 4S 
1,673 34 
3,S03 60 

s.201 3J4 

..... 
28,936 1,214 

17$6 
it l'O 

Slave 

1,501f 18 

4,195 260 

2,021 

713 

1.230 23 

2,9.S6 94 

1.o69 46 
2,648 120 

3,goa 1$1 

19,849 ?11 

1782 
bit gPO 

S Vs 

2,697 so 
5,803 273 
2,530 93 

l,429 12 

2,3S4 se 
J.919 1.32 

1,2S? S) 
1,672 2$ 

J,?$6 78 

s.1os J69 

29,722 1,134 
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DANBURl'1S GRO HI PO ff OH DtftiI G 

PERIOD 0 17!J6 TO 1860. 1 

Whit N> Slav a Fzre ( l .on• t ) 

17$6 1,S09 18 

1714 2.473 S3· 
1182 i.697 so 
1790 2,977 2.3 28 

1800 3,220 .3 , 51 
1810 3,SS8 48 
1&20 3t81$ I •1 S? 
18)8 4, .279 S3 
181,.0 · ·4,4JJ . 49 
18SO 63 

1860 81 
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DA U N ROES IN THE CIVIL ARl 

29th ( Oo~O£!d) Regim,nt Infantr:y 

co, - Overton, Charles 

co. B - Richards, Charles, 

G ul, Is ao 

f)1ne, W1111am 

rrnstrong, William 

Brown, El bert 

Daul, Georse 

co. C • OodCrey t J eremiab 

co. D • 
··---------co. E • Halstead, Geor e 

co. F • Aray, Charles B. 

Coe G - -----·-----
co. H • Bark er, J oseph 

co. K - Ptne,AlbeN; 

co. B • Edwards, Joseph 

1st gt. 

• 

Knapp, John 

Phillips, Chauncey 

Phillips, Granville 

Smalley, Johns. 

Watson, John T. 

Halstead, Albert 

Prince, Albert 

Smith, Charles 

iment 

l 
Conneat1gut 

List comp led from Cennecticut 111tary Records, 
n 1n the er or t Ribell1gn. 



1790 

1800 

1810 

1820 

18.30 

1840 

County. 

- S9 -
FREE ROES I DANBURY ESIDr G ALONE1 

1790 - 1840 

eme 

Cato 
Jube 
Cato 
11mr1 

:rod 
Samson 
Cato 
Ceto ill tam 
Cato 
Abraham 

Nlm~od 
Csto 
U:riah 

Benhard, Sampsen 
Bibbs. Joshua 
Star?'• Jack 
woodbrid e, Peter 
Gewl, Abraham 
Armstrongt ' illiam 

Ju dd. Aten 
Joshan 
B --•-
Billy 
Peter 
Jack 

Hubbit• Philip 
Peters., illlam 
Peters, Homer 
Freeman. Ebenezer 
Armstron • illiam 
Sages, Amy 

umber of embe~s 1n Fam111 

1 s 
t 
4 
7 
l 
8 
1 
4 
s 
2· 
6 

l 
2 
3 
2 
4 
3 . 

3 
3 
7 
2 
2 
3 

3 
3' 
4 
3 
l.t. 
3 

1 United States Census; · 1790-1840, Fa1:rtield 
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NF.GROES IN DANBURf RESIDI G ALONE 
18$0 ~ 1880 

(These lists were eomp11ed ~rom the @b.1 8thf 9th@" 
10th Unlt~d States Census, ·population. Fair 1 idounty.) 

18$0 

1860 

1870 

e 

DaP11ng. Ph1n1as 
A strong. 1111 m 
Ryley. H land 
Peters ·•· Homep 
Potts. Richard 

y-., Malinda 
Leatuis, William 
F1 sher• · ri-en 
A st?JOng. Aleund -er 
Freeman, Ebenezer 

Butle1"., Willia 
Armstrong. A J 
Edwards • . «1emea 
Riley,- William 
Fisher. . ifarren 
atson, : J,ay 

0 1.ne, James 
atson, Betty 

Sel'tdo, Laf y tte · 
··hite·ny,. Wanzer 
Butler. l on 
Gibson,- J'ulla 
Peters, Dolly 
hillip, Harriet 

Holey. Ral .ph 
Phillipa, John 
Ph111ip1J, ----
Ri cha I'd a• . aria 
c·omell =' Hem-7 
P ters,. Lyman 
FNeman. Ebenezf)r 

Butl ~. J me·s 
Glov P• ugustu 
B utlel".. Nel on 
Richards -on. Fratlk 
Richard • Ohar~les 
Phillips, Clancy 
Scott. li 
Pine. Alexander · 
Pine.- illiam 
Pine.- allace 
Steele ., L wie 

embera 1n FN9ll7 

2 
) 

i 
2 
12 
4 
2 
2 
7 

6 
2 
3 
1 
3 
l 

t 
2 
4 
2 
l 
1 
3 
2· 
s 
3 
2 
4 
3 

10 

6 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
2 

It 
4 
2 



1880 
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Nm ROE I N D tJRY RESIDI NG ALONE - Contd. 
18SO - 1880 

ame 

Walter. Ophelia 
Bol>i nson. Charlotte 
BPian, Oser 

hl tney ., warne1' 
Ph1111ps, ca·rollne 
'l'homp son. John 
Johnson., George 
Peters. Dolly 
P ters. Lyman 
Lewis •. Eliza 
Jenkins. William 

tflel .d• arren 
Cornwall. Theodore 
Freeman, Sally 
Scott. John 
Gant, ---
Fisher. WaM-en 

J>iaew. Stephen 
J, nk1ns. · tlllam 
Butler. el on 
Lo n, Cha~les 
Bass tt. John 
Darlinth ( r)? 
Brown, Charles 
Gre ny • Geol'g 
Butler. Harry 

hi tne1- Julia 
Glood? Hem-7 
Richards,. Charle 
Stele, A. 
FPanklln·, 1111.em 
Hatfield •. Warren 
Young., Pi-1sc11la 
Youns, ? 
Dl s:• tlllam 
Wheeler. 1111am 
Robinson, Geo:rg 
Gaul• Abora 
Von Li81f• Frank 
Halstead, Geerg 
Treadway. Edwina 

1111ams,, Anna 
Cornell. Theodore 

Number ot .. embers ln FamtlY 

) 
2 
2 

' 2 
2 
) 
1 
2 

i 
3 

a 
s s 
3 

8 
4 
7 
2 

i 
3 
3 

I 
3 
2 
3 
1 
2 
6 
3 
3 
2 
3 

G 
3 
3 



1880 
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111@11888 I N DANBURY RESIDI G ALONE - Contd. 
1650 - 1860 

ame -
Starr, , Geor ge 
Johnson. George 
Glover, Au ustus 
,orris, Frank 

Brooks. v. 
ine. Jane 

Eaton, Harry 
Stevens.. illiam 
Jackson, Me:rgaret 
Williams, John 
Butler. Ha:rfly 

umber of Me bers in Family 

tt 
2! 
2 
) , 
3 
3 
2 
2 
2 
3 
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LOC TION OF l OR0
1 

OU OLDS IN DA lBUR'l' 
1880 

ooste ·:r st. 2 

lest ooster st . l 

Ch ·rry s t . 4 

Elm St . 2 

Highland Ave . 3 

Beaver ·st .. 2 

Jt"'rankl in .st•· 3 

Co:;i'l Pit Rill 2 

Canal St. 3 

Delay s t . 2 

Ive•s. st • 4 

Conte~ St ·• 1 

Railroad Ave.. 2 

south st .. 1 

smith St . 2 

Osborn St. 1 

Mapl ve. 

Cl pboard Ride 

Middle Rive~ 

1 

2 

1 



18.$0 

1860 

1870 

1880 
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NEGRO Bt!5IDENTS OF D.A:rBURf BORN OUT OF STATE 

(As 1 eted in tb.e Fede · 1 Census 

umJ2e£ 

7 

19 
2· 
2 
1 

3i 
2 
2 
1 
l 
l 
1 
l 

60 
7 
3 
2 
2 
2 

l 
l 
l 
1 
l 

fOJl the years 1850-1880) 

Total 
§tate 

Ne-wYerk 

.[umber ot: ? egro Residents 

Net, York 
Pennsylvan1z 
r-aryland 
t est I ndie·s 

N York 
Virginia 
New Jer :sey 
District of Col bia 

aryland 
Louisi . na 
South Carolina 

e-11 Hampshire 
C ada 

Hat-1 York 
Vir inie.. 
~eat Vi r 1nia 

Maryland 
south Carol1Ni. 

ass -cliusetts 
New Jersey 
Pennsylvsnia 
District of col ia 
Georgi · 
Louisiana 

63 

134 

l.92 



1850 

1860 

1870 

1880 
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LIST OF ftO OCCUPATIO ~ OTHER T 

LABO~ER O SER~AIT 

(FOP the years 16.$0•1880)1 

0ccuJ)at1o!l@ 

Barber 

Barber 
Saloon Keeper 
Sta e D!1ive:r 
Hat Broshman 
F mer 

Barber 
Cook 
Hoalslar 
Engineer 
Hat Factory foFke~ 

~ber 
Hat Factory ror k ei> 
Hostler 
Porter 
Te ster 
Waite~ 
Peddler 
J itor 
Claman 

mnbet-· EW?loYad 

1 

3 
1 
l 
1 
1 

1 
1 
l 
1 
3 

3 
9 
s 
2· 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 



I 

,, ,, 

I I 
i 
\ 
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! I 

I LI S'l OF SOME OF THE FIRST ERS 

,fl 1

' OF NEGRO CHURCHES I 1 DANBtmYl 
t 

ew Hope Baptist Ch:9Dfl! 

Stephe n nraw 
Geor ·e Johnson 
Jacob t1lson 
Kate Bailey 
Matilda Rando1ph 
11ll1am C!'US-e 
illiam Brotm 
rthur Jones 

Bonj 8fllin Perry 
t-ary Baldwin 
Bertha Brown 
l ildred Conway 

artha Ev·ans 
Laura a:rshall 
Esther Pemb1eton 
Laura Spatley 
Carrie Taylor 
J .. ary Taylo~ 
t-'1ary Hest 

A• M. E. Zion Ch:srqh 

L1z~1e Green 
J ary Atkins 
James Butlet-
Gusty Butler 
Ottrin Butler 
J enn1 e Bu tl elr 
Kelly C ings 
Fannie illiams 
N rg aret Stas.dwell 
Thomas. Bobinson 
Albe:rtie alton 
R.H. Cousins 
r. o. Cutts 

Jane cous!.n.s 

1 These lists wer-e compiled from various 
interv i ews. the unpublished pamphl t. nH1stor1cal 
ketoh of the New Hope Bapt st Churchn and the A. 1e Ee 

Zion Property Deed. 
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NEGRO BIRTHS II DJ\ TJRY 

January 1871 to November 1895 

(Extract ed f~om earliest birth 
:records or t he Town of nbury) 

Name 

Whitney~ Warren 
Jac kson ,_ Emeline 

lley. Georg e 

Richa?'dson, Nellie 
Stesdwell, Hattie 
Johson, tt:i.e 
O'Brien, Arthur 

Richardson, Harry 
------so n 

Johnson, 

Stetson, Sarah 

Ryley. James 
Johnson, ----

Car>l, Ida 
Dunni ng., Kathex-in 
Johnson, Ulysses 
Stea dwell• Ca~rie 
Steadwell., Charles 

Richartt,s, Henry 
Hall, J mes. Jr. 
Reede. Lewis 
Sowarroi-1. Jennie 

Jo hnson., Walter 
BPOwn, Francis 
Starr., Anna 
Bryan~catherine 

heeler, 1nn1e 

Dou:rl nd ,. Char1 e 
Robi nson. George 
Phillips. Walter 

Date of B1rth 

April 28, 1871 
October 28, 1871 
November 25, 1871 

arh 1, 1872 
ovembe~ 10. 1872 

Nevember 21 , 1872 
September 8., 1872 

Septe mber 27 ., 1873 
February 3, 1873 

Septembe~ 3. 1874 

June 22., 187.$ 

Narch 31. 1876 
October 1$» 1876 

a rch 21, 1877 
June 30. 1877 
November 2 - 1877 
November 2t. 1877 
December 19 ~ 1877 

April 10 •. . 1878 
April 15.. 1878 
Ootobe~ ac,, 1878 
Decembe~ 22 . 1878 

June 11, 1879 
June 16, 1879 
Au · ust 10.- 1879 
Septe mber 28• 1879 
Dec-ember 26. 1879 

y 9 . 1880 
June 29. 1880 
Decemb er 2S • 1880 
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NEGRO BIRTHS IN DAif URY, Contd . 

Name 

Butler, Caroline 

Brol-m. Albert 
Rob1nson, Gertrude 
Butler, N'elson 
,Johnson. Edi th 

Butler, . Carrie 
Treadway. Ha:r-r1 
Johnson Frederick ------
Washington, Clara 
Wheeler. Herbert 
Foote• Edith 
Robinson~ Mary 
Reed. Clason 
Brown. Josephine 
Jehnson,, Harry 

Bre1,r, Jennie 
Drew. Annie 
Robinson, Emma 
Robinson, Sarah ---~--.. 
Jones, Tillie 
Butler. Hen:ry 
Johnson. Cornelia 
Staadwel~ Fraiure 
Jones, Arthur 
Jones~ Lulu 
Drew, . Ann e 
Robin ons James 
Drurrnnond, Gertrude 

heeler, Jenny 
Stesmons. 1lllam 
Steadwell, Rosa 
W1111s, Nellie 

ones, Mathilda 

Date of Birth 

January 31, 1861 
February 2. 1881 
September 13, 1881 
June 21. 1881 
November 21, l l 
1'ovember 21, 1881 

January 21 1682 
Octobe:r 2tj 1 l882 
November- S. 1882 
Decemb :r 12.. 1882 

J anua~y 22 1 1883 
Februapy 1~. 1883 

ay 28, 188_; 
J uly 27. 1883 
Au ust 26.., 1863 
September 5. 1883 
October 24. 188.3 

February 8. 1884 
July 3., 1884 
September 23, 1884 
October 191 1884 
November 6~ 1884 

ovember 6. 188li 

r ... ay 17-,- 188.$ 
October' 2., 188§ 
October 8, 188~ 
January- 21.a.1 1886 
May 4. 1880 
June 9 ,_ 1886 
June 9• 1886 
December 12_ 1886 
Decemoer 12. 1886 

Y' 23. 1887 
June 13, 1887 
July 3, 1887 
July 4, 1887 
Novembe~ 29 ,. 1867 



NEGBO BRI!HS Ill DANBURY• Contd. 

Robinson. Charle 
Riley. San!Serd 
11' llman, Ho rd 
V 1l s .,. Grace 
11ne~~ Hatti 

Steadwell• F - s P 
Wlllla.ms• Albert 
Bl-and, ... ..., 
Reed-----

, MJ rs, - John 
Ellwood. llllam 
Robinson., Frank 
But l e?i• Aztlnda 
Riley. John 

Robinson. Ines 
Hlokson~ 1amt 
Je>hna•n• Jennle 
Wheele:r, Chr1.a.t1na 
Stead'well, LU-CJ 

Butler. Chai-lea · 
l 1111 ms, Edith Burdis .... ___ , 

Kn1Pl nd ·• Herb.el't 
Allen, Feratnana 
Butl~,x--. Chr1at1na 
St adv ·11. L~cy 

Heed• · ---•­
'King , Florence 

h el -~., Charl 8 
Eaton,- 111e · 

heeler-. 81aNm.Oe 
Allen•----• 
Robin on. att1e 
Borman (Bowman) ? • Joa -epb. 

Edtmt'ds .• Franc · 
K:lngsley. Joseph 
Jonas, Amend 
Ellwood. Ernest 
Eaton. Artemus 

oorman"• Pred :rick 
Ste dwe11~ Beajamln 
Butler. Frank 

Date _ ot Btrtb 

July )I). 1888 
Jul7 31. 1886 
Octebep 8• 1888 
Dec b s, 9_. 1886 
J anuar1 12 •. 1888 

January 24~_1889 
July 16• lcsu9 
Sept ber 1,- 1889 
Nev mber 17.1889 

February 131 1890 
) a-roh 12., lti99 
-.rune 18.. 1890 
July lB • 1890 
Decem~e:P 23. 1890· 

AP!'il 13• 1891 
Apr.!1 18 1 '1891 
18J ,. 1691 

August 1,. 1891 
Decemb PS. 1891 

3anuar7 21., 1892 
J nu ·ry 22. 1892 
F bru ~ 12,, 1892 
June 1a. 1892 
.June 21'.iJ. 1892 
Se p tember 1._ 1892 

• DecambeP :,. 1892 

Pebrua -~r 2i·. 1893 
April 20 • 89 3 
Apz-11 30, ·1893 

ay 12 · •. 1893 
81 13, 1893 

August 311• 1893 
Dctober 201 189) 
Nov b r '.Us. 1893 

Janua~y 31. 1694 
P bJ1UaP7 2h11 1894 

arch 4., 1894 
Ap.S.1 9,, 1894 
April 16.. 1894 
April 24, 1$9~ 
August 1. 189ti. 
Wovembe:r 3 •. 1894 
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RBGRO BIR'l'IIS IN ., 
Bo 
Bu tl r. George 
John ton. Ethel 
Ste dwell• Harry 
3ohnaon. r-y 
Mathews. Thomas 
Bald! .• Anna 

BURr• Contd. 

pate ot !rtll 
January 4. 189S 
Marett. 12. 189S 
June 1. 189S 
zun 1, 189S 
Sune 10 •- 189S 
July 21,. 189·S 
Octobez- 18. 189$ 
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NEGRO DEATHS I DANBURr 
1871 Q 1888 

(E ·tracted from the earliest 
death records of the Town of Danbui-r) 

Name 

Johnson, Harri1et 
Gaul, Esth e:r I 

hitney, Clarence 
th1 tney • Arthur 
Johnson. Oeorg.e 
Steel • Lou1 1 

Hall, illia, . 
I I 

Pine. Geor ge; 
Butler, r.er$er 
Edwards, Jo,eph 

ary Be.11ndJ 
Freeman , e, ;l te~ 1 

/ 

Watson, BeJsr i 
Halstead. Peor e 
sio •~s. EV line 
Butler.. J'1rnes l 

Kiefer. ' arry 
Freema n ,,, . • 

I 

Oollins,
1 

Grace 

Freeman, Sally 
Crosleyi Theron 1 

I itchel . ,. T1111 1 l 

Carl. lottie 
Champlin----­
Pine, 1Jile tta 
Scott. Walter 
Brown, Agnes 
Scott, John 

i J 

} ' 

I 
I ,. 
I, 
I I 

Vaulies, Eveli>ne , 
Capen ter,, He~ y · 
Brown, Luch 
Reed-----
You • Anna 
Cud o, ¥ eke 

~ 

18 
70 
15 1/2 o. 
3 ·•o .. 

11 o. 
6S 
53 

7 r o. 
92 
45 
9$ 
17 

so 
31 

l Day 
67 
97 
20 

3 

$9 
19 
24 
27 

23 
10 

4i 
21 
82 
7S 

40 
' 8 

Year 

1871 

1872 

1873 

1874 

1877 

1878 
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NEGRO DEA'l'BS I N DA URY,. Contd. 

N!ml AS!. x,,r 
Robinson, 1111 11/2 ~1879 
Steddle., Charles l 1/4 
Derimlngs,. . Carrie 1 
3 ckson. Dani 1 56 
Butlel' 11 Sus n 65 
Halstead •. Emma l.6 
Hal teed, Pruice 80 
Hlekok ----- 80 
Sower-row., Flora 1 

MOP~is• aPy S2 1880 
Jackson. 1111am 47 
R1charis ·, "ary 26 
Bryan- fary 38 
Patera, Polly Ii Vbi!ba.ey• Fl'ede~lck 
Scott. Josephine 9 

1881 
Peters. LJman 70 
at son. 'PJ 40 

Brown, CGmella 30 

BPi n. Kitty 2 1/2 1882 
Ba sett• John 63 . 
B~yant. Battle 10 
Brown. , Alfred 11 ~ • Brown~-----

Scott.---- 6 188)" 
Gregory ----- 1 Day 
Foote-----
Logan. Cemelle 68 
Denny• Sarah 43 

1n1s. John 2G 1884 
. Sm.1th. Frank 1 o. 
Olovez,• HeJU7 6) 
Robinson. Sara h 9 
sovanow. Lena 27 

Spenoel",- orman A o. 188S 
Heed• arola 28 Reed,. er,y 
ood. Minnie 23 

Jon•• Isabella 6 
Jo nes. Lula s .. 
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NEGRO DEA s IN D NBURY, eont~. 

Drew., tewta 
Drew-• Ann! 
Brown~ Wl.111 
Brown 
Steaciwell .• Cl ra 
Legan, El1zab-etb 
BuPF. Francis 

Steel• Ep hrem 
Lee. Carri 
Robinson. OhaPles 
Bttl'T·t Obarl ,a 
Robinson. Jam e 
Wheele~, . Jennte 
Davt • Burt 
Jones., Sherle -a 

Westn, SPY 
Hatfield• Warren 
Vt Ollt- Grace 
Hatfield•- Karen 
Oatsklll.• l1lla 
,Jam son~ G org1ana 
Riley• Sanford 
Tallman• Ella 
Tallman. Howard 

Ja Yeap 
3 1886 
l YPSelO o. 

48 
S9 

~i 
22 1887 

2 yrs. 
52 

1/2 yr, 
2 t o. 
2 O• 

S2 
$0 1888 
63 

6 O• 
S6 
18 

6 Mo. 
2 wks. 

10 
20 Days 
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C 'PARISO OF THE Ntm ER OP NOORO 

Bill'l'HS A D DEA.THS IN DANBUR!' 

1871 ... 1888 
I .• 

Yee Blttthe:& Deaths 
~ 

·Tot 1 Mai • Femal Total Mele• F ale 

1871 3 2 l 3 1 2 
1872 4 1 3 5 s 
1873 2 · 2 2 l l 
1874 1 l 6 .'3 3 
187S 1 1 l 1 
1876 ~ 1 2 z 21 l 
1a1i 2 3 2 ~ 187 ~ 3 l 6 1 
1879 2 3 9 li i 1880 3 3 1 l 
1881 6 2 4 3 1 2 
1882 4 2 2 s 2 I 1883 7 i s 
18~ 6 5 3 2 1aas 3 1 2 6 1 s 
1886 6 3 3 7 i 3 
1887 s 1 4 8 2 
1888 s 3 2 9 4 s 

*6 ot the BiPth w re still born. 
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' 
A LIST OF SO E EARLY •ORO I HABITANTS 

OF DANB 

Name w 1850 - 1860 1870 .1880 

Abel• aria 45 X 
Abell, aria 30 X 
Abels, l' aria 19 X 
Ada.ms, er aret 4S X 
Adams, Ja mes 23 X 
A·rmstrong, 1lll l 60 X 
Armstron g , Anna 63 X 

Alexander 3S X X 
Sarah 32 X 
Lorento S4 X 
Geor ge 73 X 

Brown, Andrett 17 X 
Francis 20 X 

Block, iierren 17 X 
Sarah 22 X 

Buckley-, Ro ell ~ X 
Butler, William H. X 

Delia 40 X 
mry 17 X 

Theodore 10 X 
Charles 7 X 

· Flota : s X 
Iiem-y 20 X 
Melson 22 X K X 
Phebe 36 X 
James ti X 
Susan X 
Harriet 17 X 
Ann 15 X 
Susan 13 X 
James 12 

elson 39 X X 
Jennie q X 
Lewis X X 
Or rin lt 

1nni e t X 
Annie X 
Sally· l X 



i 
I 
I 
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A LI ST OF S:> ME E RLY I EORO !' . IABITANTS, Contd. 

Name Ass!!! 1820\ '1860 1870 1880 
I L 

Danthcomert Hat,t,ie 17- X 
Brian, Osey 25 X 

ary 2$ X. 
Bassett, John 62 X 

Rebecca se X 
John, Jr ~3'2 X 
Abner 22 X 

ora 16 X 
Burr, Au usta t; X 
Bruce• A. X --- 29 X 

Jefferson 50 X 
Brinley. Fanny 14 X 

I' Brown., Charles 23 j X 
Jennie 20 I I X 
Betsey 40 \ X I 

~ 

B. 9 X 
Melville s l X 
Delia 28 

I 
X 

George 9 i. X 
Brews t er• ary 9 \, X 
Butl er', Harry 43 I 

X •) 

Priscilla 29 \. ,. X \ 

Lloyd 2 X 
Brewster,. J. 3 ll X 
Brown, Geo:r. e 24 

,, 
X 

~ ery 22 I X 
George, Jr. l I X 

I 

Harriet l 0. •j,' X 
Brooks, • 34 ,I X 

Julliette 1i 
I X. !·. 

Butler, Har:ry X X 
Emna 21 X 
Annie 23 X 

11 I 

Cromsell, le.xander zz I 

ff 

Cud el, ry 22 ./ lt .'I, corn---, Henry 28 J 
X 

Amanda 24 { X 
Isabella l ti X ' : 

Frederick 6 0 I X 
Cahil, Clara 18 X 
Cornwall, Theo 38 g 

Mary 23 X 
A. 2 X 

Coley, Caroline 14 X 
Crosby. Arthur 15 X 
carrl, rttn, 23 X 

L. 3 X 
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A LIST OF SO I FARLY NEGRO .I HABITAUTS, Contd . 

Nam.a Ass. 18$0 ,1f!2_9 __ 1§:Zq 1880 

oa:rnell, 'f'heodore so K 
-8.1 48 X 

Orel ia 12 X 

Don, tsey 16 X 
Darli ng , hineas 25 X 

or1a 30 X 
DoMnd (?) , Se"'leca 17 lt 
DJtew, Stephen Jl.9 X X 

Je ne 20 X X 
Frances 4 X 

a 2!1 X X 
Oeor ianna X X 
Tills s X 
A::rrena 2 X 

rl1 ng , a. 23 X 
D. 16 X 

uel 1 X 
s. 1 o. X 

Di e, illiem 29 X 
L. 27 X 
Jean i e I X 
Sarah X 
Leora 4 X 
Jessie 2 X 

Deming, RiohaX'd 40 X 
Catherine 33 X 

11 X 
,. 

Geor e 8 X 
l ill m 3 o. X 

Edward , James 31 X 
Emily 23 X 
Cho:rles $ X 
su an 19 X 

Elwell , Ann 46 g 

Fishez-, iSP.l'en 21 X 
l ary- 37 X 

F?'anlclin . Jame 29 X 
Harriet 22 X 

Freeman, Ebenez r 38 X X. 
Sall~ 36 X X X 
Sara 13 X 
John 10 lt X 
Benjamin 9 ~ X X 
Helen 7 X Jt X 
Josephine 2 X 
Caroline 10 X X 
Alta s X 
ral tett 3 X X 

Hannah 1 • X 
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LIST OF SOME EARI.Y RO INH BI'rA s . Contd . 

!jattte 41a J.820 18§0 1870 1880 

Fishe:r , Warren 42 X 
. ary 49 z 

~ X 
Fields ., Joseph 

Oallj Geor e 30 X 
Ann 2~ 

g 
Mt.ncy X 
Thomas 2 X 
Hiram i~ Gibso n, Sa ~uel X 

Jul:la 48 lt 
Jane l X 

ill1am X 
Glover , Au stus 3$ X ~ 

Elifa 1! X X 
tan X 

Gabriel (?) 18 X 
Graves, Eveline a1 X 
Gree,n, Charlotte sa X 
Gant,---· 31 

Lillian , X 
Alta lC 
Sa~ah 3 X 
Herbert l X 

G•reeny , Geo11ge $9 .x 
Ol Qod (?), Hen~y 59 

Tife S5 X 
J&shua 

~6 
X 

Indiana X 
atilda ~ X 

Gaul, Aaron X 
Cl..ara 73 X 

Hatfield, warren 25 X X X 
Harr-d.e-tt k~ X, 

Holley. Relph X 
Fanny j8 

Hunter, 32 X 
Halsted• Georre 22 g 

l ne 26 X 
Larue 11 X 
Alice 18 X 
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A Lt 'r OF SO iID· &\RIX MEGRO I . IT.ANTS-. C6htd . 

ams Ali J.820 1860 1ezo 18§0 

Ha ley, Fannie so a 
Hyatt, Jerak 18 

Johnson, Jane 21 X 
Jackson 1 Clara 6S X 
Johnson~ Stephen 25 X 

Fttancea 21 -~ 
eox-ge 31 X 

.Julia 23 g 
Is bell 1 X 
Elsie 13 lt 
Geor e 35 

il11am S3 X 
Oeor, e 22 X 
Lett e ai X 
s uel X 
Pra nki o 

Jackson ., Clem 62 X 
Iarael 62 g 
~affa!'Gt 2r X 

Jenkins, · il · ilUll X X 
Maney 22 lt 
Ho ell 12 X 
El zsbeth 8 lt a 
Kat1& 2 X 
Cathei-1ne 11 X Jt 

King , t~ary 22 X. 

Lea tus, Willt.arn 60 X 
.arfaretta 25 

Sal y 3S X 
Henry 23 X 

Le s, Ellza 'l ~ 
Florence X 
3ohn s X 
Elizabeth .x 

Lo an, Char-les 30 a 
E11aabeth 3~ :g 

,.,., linda 16 .x 
r~tdQ X 

Mu~ay. John 30 a 
Lyda 21 X 
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A LIST OF SO ' EARLY mGRO I . Ifl'A TS, contd , 

Nam@ w 1820 1860 ):§l g ! . ;L880 

1tch&11, . Ern1ly 16 X 
t orr1a.. t rank 52 X 

Lots 32 lt 
~ tthet-1s ., . ,_._. 22 X 

Pe tera , I-Io.mer !8 X X 
Nancy 38 ~ % 
r ero1 18 X X 
I ry 16 X ff L. 16 :x: 
Dolly 66 X X 
Leonard 14 X a 

Potter . Ja.c()b ~! X 
!,..ary g 

POt,er-s, Amelia 20 X 
Potter, Riobard 3S 

Hester 3$ lt 
PetePs, Dolly 16 lt K 

Lyman J'1~ X lt 
r art I X 
Fa -ny ~ 
Samuel X 
_lancJ X 

Phillips, John 27 lt 
ca:roline 23' X X 
Melson 2 X X 
., 'JfflG~ l X 
~1111ce.nt 6a X 

B. ·l X 
C '}a Un Cey 16 X X 
Molly 20 X 

Pine , Ja rres 25 X 
Julia 23 X. 
Vio l etta 6 X X 

*lliam 6 •,o. X X 
William 

~6 
X X 

Berta .x 
AlexandeP ~ X 
Jana X 
Loretta 11 X 
Frederick 7 X X 
Jalla.ce 36 .x 

H&lnnah 26 X 
Bartha $ X 



A· ttsT OP SOME EARLY NEGRO I DI'lANTS, Contd. 

N1111_e l8$2 . J8{Q . J.Szg . 1880 

l>hilliPea l'ah 
,a~ ret 

Dol'Q 
Bern1ott 
L,-an 

Par i sh, Prance 
Pb1l1iPa, aden 

ILla on; t endui; 
Ray, Lout e 
Riley., Helan 

r ertoa 
JaP!e·s 
Martha 
William 
Rebecca 
An<ii?'ew 
Le~is 
Henry­
Jane 
Daniel 

Rich.a.res, a~ia 
Ch.a~leff, 

Ryless~ Halter 
Richards, Lucy 
Reed, Ed a:rd 

I a~az-et . 
Ella 
Caroline 
Laura -

Richards ., Charles 
r at7 
George 
Lel1us 
Charle ·s 

Robtnson1. Cha.rt ty 
Chat' l 9. 
George 
Ida 
' • ''1!1 

Riley, el'tha 
George · 

20 
3!7 
10 

2 
10 

~ 
18 
10 • 
3a a 
24 X 

3 Jt 
1 • 

37 
32 
11 
11 
2 
1 
l o. 

53 
20 
21 
21 
33 
25 
5 
3 
!, I o. 

lt.2 
39 

~ 
2· so 

27 

~i 
2i 
lS 

a 

K .. 
X 
X 
a 
a 
lt 

• B 
le • X 

X 

• JI 
a 
lit 
X 

• X 
2 

X 

• a 
K 
X 
a 
X 
X 
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A LIST OF SOME EARLY NEGRO INM IT.A TS., Conbd . 

a e Age 1820 1860 18:zo 188Q 

Richardson , F l'Snk 23 X 
Caroline 19 X 
August 19 X 

Richards, Charles 29 X 
Clara 17 X 

Robinso n , Charlotte 40 X 
Ann 7 X 

Sage• .. a!' sret 15 X 
Stur es , Elizabeth 16 X 

allers, Lafayette 40 X 
Sally 4 X 
Elizabeth li X 

Scott, Eli sa X 
Julia lo X 

Steele. Lewis X 
6:rinda ~6 X 

Simon, Sarah 40 X 
Steala, Limeson 21 X 
Scott, John 31 X 

ary 22 X 
illiam 4 X 
alla -ce 2 X 

)3. - X 
:1ry 30 X 

'-Tosephine 8 lt 
Emma 6 X 
Percy 

. 4~ 
X 

EJ..1 X 
Julia 47 X 
Jodi 3 X 

Smalley• Catherine 24 X X 
Emma l X X 

STeale, Simeon 32 X 
Amand 60 X 

Steadwell;- John 
¼18 

X 
Lero ·y 

Stevens. 1111am lt4 X 
Abbie 42 X 

Styles , Hannah 19 X 

Taylor . nn 
Thabaker , A lscn 

40 
40 
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A LIST OF SOME EARLY NlOO-RO INHABITANTS, Contd. 

lf,me Ase 1850 1860 1618 1aa2 
Treadway, Elmira io X 

Frank 5 X. 
Anna 

1~ X 
Edward 1 ' JC 

Titus, D. X 
T~eadwell, Nor~is 26 X 
Thompson, E11a 18 X 

John 35 Jt 
Aug~stus .39 lt 

Tallman, Ab?'aham 25 X .. 

Weston, Ellen .12 X ~ 
Erline 15 .. ,~ 

Whitney. Geoz-ge ;J) X 
Watson, Betty 4,0 X 

Alexander 24 X 
Geor ge 22 X 
Tyle:r 18 X 
Mary 2~ X 

William,, Georgia l , X 
Watson, Ophelia 45 X 

ary A. 29 X 
Mary -E. 13 X 

Whitney; Wavner 3S X X 
Julia 32 X X X 
Clarence 14 lt X 
Benson 12 X X 
Frances 9 X 
Frederick 7 X :K 
Madisen 8 X 

West, Thomas ., X 
Williams, H. X 
Wheeler, William !: X X 

Annie 1 • X 
Effie 6 Y.t0. X 

Washburn; L. ~h X 
Williams, Anna X 

Howard 15 X 
. Bertha 2r X 

Weston, HarJ."9" 31 X 
Sarah 37 X 

Ida 9 xx 
Williams .; William 20 X 

.John 29 X 
Martha 27 X 

Young, Priscilla 25 X 

···- 26 X 
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Fre1 3. Crofutt. New York: 1899 . 

Personal Interview w1 th ~-r. and ~:,rs. Clarence Bowman, long 
time residents and me:r:tbers of t h e New Hope "'.3aptist 
Church Danbury, February 11, 1966 . 

Personal interview with Mr. John Bryant, early member of 
:r.' ount Pleasant A. l • ·IT:. Zion Ch"Jrch, Danbury, 
~ebr uary 25, 1966. 

Personal interview with r•, r. l'fa than Freeman, lif along 
resident of Danbury, January 12, 1966. 

Personal interview with T~. r. Charles Holt, long time 
resident and early member of the New Hope Baptist 
Church. February 22, 1966. 

Personal interviews with Rev. Leslie G. Lawson, Pastor, 
Mount Pleasant A. l\/f. E. Zion Church, Danbury, 
November 10, 1965 md March 23, 1966. 
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