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The planning and the preparation of this book started with the idea of pre-
senting the congregation of the Mount Pleasant AM.E. Zion Church,a
composite picture of its church and organizations and the work which is so
dear to our hearts. Since a great deal of time is necessary to put together
all the information required to make this a worthwhile book, new names
have been added and some of the individuals in former organizations have
passed on or have taken new duties. Generally speaking, the church re-
mains the same.

The nature of the church has made it almost impossible to acquire all the
past history and pertinent information of the past ministries. It is hoped
that the preceding pages will be some small tribute to their labors and
spiritual endeavors in this community.

The reader should keep in mind that the memorials, donors and sponsors
at best were limited and that a truer picture can only come with time.

:betlicah'on

The contents of this book is dedicated to the Building Committee. Since
its organization, this Committee has worked faithfully to make the build-
ing program a success. We are aware of the many efforts, struggles,dis-
appointments and joys shared by this Committee. With these thoughts, we

dedicated this book humbly for their tireless efforts

The Souvenir Book Committee
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“Then shall the dust return to the earth whence it came, and the spirit shall
return unto God who gave it”’. (Ezekiel 12-7) B L
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Peace be with you, all whom death has united in this field, the last home of so
many departed ones, peace be with your souls, which have been recalled by the
voice of God to eternal life.

Amen.

Fondly remembering these servants of God, who in laboring sowed the seeds and

reaped the harvest of souls, who kept the flame of Zion burning in the city of
Danbury since May, 1885.

MEMORIAL WINDOWS IN OUR CHURCH

REV. JOHN A. EVANS - MAY, 1885 REV J.H. YOUNG
LILLIAN BOWMAN From REV. M. MONZINGO REV. W. GREEN
FR?:;'DS MRS. MURIEL MILLER REV. J.H. LEACHIA REV. M.M. SMITH
bal mawiory of REV. CHANCY HATFIELD REV. JOHN HOLMES
Methes, MRS, Kalif MILLER REV. A.J. TOLBERT REV. K.H. HOLLOWAY
Father, MR. ERNEST SMITH
BRENDA PARKER Son, MR. RICHARD R. GILLIAM REV. G.W. PAYNE REV. E.B. MIMMS
from REV. R. HOPKINS REV. T.C. McDOUGAL
MOTHER & FATHER REV. W.H. PARKER REV. J.H. BROCKETT
REV. J. WATKINS REV. L.J. MONTGOMERY
CHARLES HAJJ JRS. GER ;‘ ::JmDE SROWN e REV. JOHN H. HALL REV. L.G. LAWSON -1956
BRt;:‘l:[ER in memory of daughter
JUANITA HARRIS )
WILLIAM M. BROWN
from
THE FAMILY
HARRY DODSON SR, MR. JOHN H. BYRANT
from
THE FAMILY ACIE ROUNTREE JR.
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Former Building Erected 1908 - 1964

The Mt. Pleasant A.M.E. Zion Church organized 1889, when the Rev. Munzingo
was sent by the New England Conference to do missionary work in the Danbury
area. The Negro population being very small was quickly surveyed and a worship
for Sunday evenings was organized. The first service was held in a home
on Cherry Street. Other services were held from home to home until the congrega-
tion rented a place to worship on Liberty Street. This property was later
purchased as a house of worship, but was lost because of lack of support and
general interest. Worship Services were held after that in the loft of Barnum Grain
Store on Main Street. While worshiping at this place, a piece of property was pur-
chased on South Street. The congregation sougth to build in this area but met with
resistance. During this period, transaction was made with a Real Estate firm in
Brookfield for the sight on Rowan Street in exchange for the South Street property.
The men and women almost immediately began excavation for church building and
succeeded to build a church on Rowan Street by the year of 1908. The record
shows the church was dedicated in September 22, 1909. Rev. A.S. Tolbert being
pastor, Bishop Walters being the Presiding Prelate of the New England Confer-
ence. Presiding Elder of the district being Rev. Ball. Some of the ministers who
pastored were Rev. Shockley, Rev. George Biddle, Rev. Gibson, Rev. Munzing,
Rev. M.M. Smith, Rev. J.W. Holmes, Rev, Mimms, Rev. Green, Rev. Gant, Rev.
Brockett, Rev, McDougal, Rev. Holloway, Rev. Leroy Montgomery and Rev.
Leslie G. Lawson. The old building was razed November, 1964, to make room for

the new sanctuary. Bishop Stephen Gills Spottswood presided over the ground
breaking services.

-
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The ground was broken for the new place of worship October 4, 1964. The work
began on the church in earnest in March, 1966. It was completed in December, 1966
The congregation worshiped for the first time in the building December 26, 1966.

The official opening date was May 8, 1966. The cornerstone laying was October
30, 1966.




REV. LESLIE G. LAWSON
69 Rowan Street
Danbury, Connecticut

GREETINGS FROM BISHOP SPOTTSWOOD Home Office
748-4261 744.5653
It is a great day for Mount Pleasant A.M.E. Zion Church. I am grateful for your
superior leadership, your faithful congregation and the fact that you have been
permitted by God to bring to Zion, in Danbury, the New Mount Pleasant Church.
Holy greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

With Best Wishes, I am,
It is most satisfying for me to have had the opportunity, to join with you the Of-

Bishop Stephen Gills Spottswood ficers and members of the Mount Pleasant A.M.E. Zion Church in this noble ven-
ture. The final results of our work together has been most rewarding.

May God bless and keep you in His care.

<

Leslie G. Lawson

GREETINGS FROM ELDER ].C. BROWN Pastor

It always is for me a pleasure to be associated with the good people and
the pastor of the Mount Pleasant A.M.E. Zion Church.

My sincere wishes for your continued success.

Dr. J.C. Brown,
Presiding Elder Hartford District 9



BOARD OF TRUSTEES

The Board of Trustees of the Mount Pleasant A.M.E. Zion Church, annually and
for one year duration. The work of the board is to maintain and keep in good re-
pair a place of worship for the people and to see that order and decorum are kept.

The following people are current members:

Mr. Alexander Williams, Chairman
M:. Melvin McCarley

Mr. Sam Young

Mr. Willie Jones

Mr. L.C. Jefferson

Mr. Arthur Perkins

Mrs. Hazel Cromwell i
Mrs. Glayce West

Mrs. Morilla Crowder

Mrs. Muriel Miller -

Mr. John Byrant, Trustee Emeritus

Rev. L.G. Lawson, Ex. Officio President
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STEWARDESSES
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Down through the years the Stewardesses of the Mount Pleasant A.M.E. Zion
Church have assisted the Parson in the alleviation of the cost of Communion.

Previous presidents have helped the Stewardesses along. They all devoted their
time and patience to the society in various ways; by instituting cake sales, lunch-
eons, teas, and dinners. This has helped the church to raise money.

Since the middle of 1962 the organization has been headed by Willie Mae McCarley.

She has continued the work of Mrs. Greene.

The organization has flourished since it’s institution. By their good work and
money raising affairs they have assisted the Parson in supporting the church.

The officers and members are as follows:

Mrs. Willie Mae McCarley, President
Mrs. Burnell McCarley

Mrs. Katarine Miller

Mrs. Lucy Saxton

Mrs. Elizabeth Cole
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. Laura Brimage, Treasurer
. Gertrude Brown, Secretary
. Lina Peck

Louise Dodson

. Cora Dunn




The Women Home and Foreign Missionary Society of Mount Pleasant A.M.E. Zion
Church dates back to the erection of the church in Danbury, Conn., because this society
is under the jurisdiction of the New England Conference,

All accurate records prior to 1938 have long since been misplaced, therefore, this
History can date back only to the former President of the Society, Mrs. Gertrude Cruse.

Under the Pastorship of Rev. Marshall Smith, Mrs. Gertrude Cruse, kept the Mis-
sionary Society together through hard work and faithfullness. It was under her Presidency
that a complete new hardwood flooring and Pulpit Set was installed in the Church. The
first set of Silver for the dining room was purchased. During the time of her Leadership
there were “Eleven Life Members’’. The Society could also boast at that time of having
one male member, faithful and hard working in the person of Mr. William McKinley Brown.
With their Vice President Mrs. Hazel Cromwell, Mr. Brown, Society Members and friends,
they were able to burn the mortgage to the Parsonage in 1945,

Most of those faithful members have now deceased. The late Mrs. Sarah Green, Mrs.
Clara Taylor, Mrs. Betty Wakeman, Mrs. Marshall Smith wife of the Pastor, Mrs. Primrose
Wakeman and Mrs. William McKinley Brown. Those living today, Mrs. Esther Davis, Mrs.
Jannie Forrest and Mrs. Hazel Cromwell.

With Mrs. Cruse’s diligent and faithful service of 15 years through the pastorship
of Rev. Marshall Smith, Rev. Holmes, Rev. Holloway and Rev. Mimms, had surely earned
a much needed rest, and the Society in turn elected as President, Mrs. Hazel Cromwell.
She too has proven through the last 17 years to be a true, hard working President, serving
under Rev. Mimms, Rev. McDougal, Rev. Brockett, Rev. Montgomery, and the past ten
years under our present minister, Rev. Leslie G. Lawson.

Under Mrs. Hazel Cromwell’s leadership the first dining room tables were provided
for the church. She and the members have worked hard and met the Conference Assess-
ments, also contributed to our sick and shut-ins of the Community. Contributions have
been sent to Africa. The Missionary Society is the Parent Body of the Y’s organization of

k which Mrs. Lillian Lawson is Chairman, and Mrs. Blanch Cherry is chairman of the Buds.
There are at this time five living ‘‘Life Members’’, they are Mrs. Hazel Cromwell,
Mrs. Elneada McCarley, Mrs. Lillian Lawson, Mrs. Juanita McCarley, Mrs. Gertrude Cruse.
Serving with the Missionary Society, some in active at this time are the following
officers and members.

Pres., Mrs. Hazel Cromwell

Vice Pres. Mrs. Elneda McCarley
‘Sec. Mrs. Helen Fooks Watson
Treas. Mrs. Juanita McCarley

Chaplain, Mrs. Lucy S=zxion :
Former Sick Comm, Chairman, Mrs. Dora B. Hines
Present Sick Comm.Chairman, Mrs. Ruby mcCarley

MEMBERS

S. M. McCarley, Mrs. B. Cherry, Mrs. O. Starks, Mrs. L. Lawson, Mrs. Ann Jones, Mrs.
. Allen, Mrs. C. Knight, Mrs, G. Brown, Mrs. L, Dodson, Mrs. E. James, Mrs. G. Gibbs,
5. W.M. McCarley, Mrs. B. McCarley.
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HOME MISSION HISTORY

This Home Mission body is the outgrowth of an organization over which Mrs. Ester
Davis was president for seventeen years, After Mrs. Davis began failing in health,
she asked Rev. Lawson to release her.

Mrs. Juanita McCarley graciously accepted the invitation from the pastor to be-
come the president and she was appointed by Bishop W.J. Walls at the Annual
Conference held in Hartford, Connecticut in 1961. She has served in that capacity
since.

Mrs. McCarley has gathered together a wonderful working body of ladies to serve
with her. The members are as follows:

Mrs. Juanita McCarley, President Mrs. Annie Jones

Mrs. Burnel McCarley Mrs. Mattie McCarley

Mrs. Lillian Lawson Mrs. Elizabeth Jefferson

Mrs. Oshia Starks, Chaplain Mrs. Willie Mae McCarley

Mrs. JoAnn Parker, Secretary Mrs. Dorothy Maye, Treasurer
13







