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Trinity Friends, 

There is an old saying, “May you live in interesting times.” Well, we’re living it! 

We are living in interesting times.  Whether this is a curse or a blessing will largely        
depend upon how we respond and what we do with this time. A previous generation, 
over the course of their lives, saw the most dramatic social changes in human history. We 
could play a “remember when” game and mention something that happened only a     
couple of years ago!  

Navigating what church looks like during a pandemic has been a challenge, but we find 
hope in the faithfulness of our members and knowing that we can find new ways to be 
the Church. Church is not canceled. It just looks different.  We’ll just worship differently 
from where we are until we can be back together again. And we will be back together 
again. The future timing of worship together is uncertain. How about the founders of “Das 
Kirchen Friedens” now “Trinity” church??  The Church of Peace?  What would they say 
about living out the faith in Virtual reality? Would they recognize you as their church, 
worshiping with your dog and your cup of coffee in the living room? Let’s hope this time 
away gives us a better perspective on what it means to be the church.   

Many people are facing disappointments, grief, and other difficulties in this time too, of-
ten without the presence and support of their immediate family members.  Grandparents 
are unable to hold their newborn grandchild, graduates walking down their driveway to 
simulate the graduation ceremony that will not take place.  And no Baseball!!!!!  We’re all 
in this together and we’re here for you. God is still God.  God is still good.  All the time. 

All of our in-person events, groups, and other gatherings are on pause (through June at 
least) as we practice loving our neighbor through staying at home as much as possible. 
We haven’t stopped praying for you. Please continue to call or email updates to us on any 
prayer requests you may have. We update our website www.trinityucc.org  regularly with 
the latest news about how our church is “meeting” and serving during this time. Please 
visit the homepage to take advantage of all of the ways that you can connect with others. 

 
What we hope you will do: 

Stay connected and connect. Isolation isn’t good for anyone and we’re making sure that 
having to be physically distanced doesn’t mean we’re completely disconnected. We 
shouldn’t waste this opportunity to connect with people who are searching for a faith 
community. All of us have an opportunity to connect with people online and serve our 
community right now. It helps if you “share” our virtual worship and prayer services on 
social media and find other ways that we might reach a broader audience in this time 
when so many are in need. 
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Love our neighbors and Serve. There are needs inside and outside of our church that we 
can work together to help meet. Even if you’re not in a position to donate financially, a 
kind word through the phone, volunteering in local relief efforts, or spreading a hopeful 
message on social media can really help. Our members have done an amazing job of     
contributing financially over these two months as well as other resources and making 
connections.  

How is our mission? Our members have been advocating in our community for a low    
barrier shelter, sanitary facilities and health care. Members also provided masks and   
sanitizer to health care workers, members and community members. 

We hear from our partners in Germany having the same struggles as we do. We are sad 
that we have had to postpone exchange trips this year. Our mission team returned from 
Tijuana, Mexico working with Esperanza just the week before physical distancing was   
enacted.  Our Mexico workers are preparing video remarks about our mission there 
which will be featured in an upcoming worship service.   

We heard from Re-member on the Pine Ridge reservation in South Dakota that they are in 
desperate need of masks. We shipped 72 masks to Pine Ridge from Trinity. We hope to 
continue to help them with other needs as we learn more.  

Community Breakfasts continue as carry out. Thank you to everyone who has provided 
fruit, pastry, eggs and other products as well as donations to our breakfast program.  
Blessed are the mask makers! Masks and sanitizers will be part of our lives for quite 
awhile.  Keep them coming.  

Since we began this journey over two months ago, I have tried to be single-minded about 
simply following the leading of the Spirit. So far, so good. We encourage you to do the 
same.  You don’t have to be able to see the whole staircase to take one step at a time. The 
important thing is that you act. I hope that you also will make it your intention to follow 
the leading of the Holy Spirit in the way that you respond to these days of need. Please 
feel free to reach out to us with any offers of help, questions or concerns. 

 
                    Your Partner in Christ’s Ministry, 

                       Dr. Franklin  

June 7th Scripture: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 Sermon: “Perfectionism” 
  Holy Communion | Graduate Recognitions 
 
June 14th Scripture: Genesis 18:1-15  Sermon: “Sarah Laughed” 
 
June 21st Scripture: Genesis 21:8-22  Sermon: “This is the Life” 
 
June 28th Scripture: Matthew 10:40-42  Sermon: “Holy” 
  Esperanza Reflection 
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    FINANCIAL POSITION - April 2020 

             Trinity UCC Wooster - “Embracing & Celebrating God’s Love” 
 

General Operating Fund Financial Snapshot 

                             **Current Month**                 **2020 Year to Date**           **Last Year Actual**    

                                 Actual          Budget                 Actual                Budget                    YTD 

Income              $  18,997      $ 23,317          $69,567  $83,319         $ 85,432 

Expenses          $ 23,832      $ 29,585          $104,351 $118,826         $ 111,882 

Net                     $ (4,836)           $(6,268)          $(34,784)         $(35,507)               $(26,450)      
 

Comments: We are happy with the status of our general fund during this pandemic. During April, our 
contribution income was under budget by roughly $3,400. On our expense side, the only over-budget 
area was our pension dues as we got caught up with their billing. Our expenses were $7,500 under 
budget. 

Thanks again to our members and friends who continue to donate during the pandemic! 

Building Repair Fund Balance:  $ -(80,049) 

 
4th Edward Eberhart 
6th Judith Amstutz 
7th Ken Richard 
7th Diane Bostancic 
8th Vicki Butler 
10th Janice Blackwood 
10th Karen Howard 
11th Clair Wenger 
13th Mary Lee Lowe 
14th Sandi Keim 
23rd Donley Swinehart 
24th Jim Pearce 
24th Linda Houmard 
26th Marvin Smith 

Youth Birthdays 

8th Morghan Wenger 

26th Kenzo Griffin 

30th Jalen Wenger 

Average weekly on-line worship  reviews: 433. This includes Easter! 

Directories are in! 

You may pick one up at the Church 

office during the hours of           

Monday-Friday 8:30-5:00 p.m. 
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Collecting pull tabs helps the Ronald McDonald House to      
purchase items such as coat hangers, electric tea kettles,        
silverware, serving utensils, and much more to help the       

families stays more comfortable.  This is done by Metalico 
Annaco of  Akron picking up the tabs and recycling them for 

cash! You do not need a special container, and labels are      provided for free! You 
are also not required to collect any certain amount and you do not need to 
count them. Once you have collected your tabs please drop them off at Trinity 

United Church of Christ.  

*All pull tabs are usable! Pop tabs, pet food tabs, soup pull tabs, etc.  

Thank you to all the volunteers who have invested 
your time making masks for Trinity to hand out to the 
community! We received a letter from One Eighty 
“Thank you so very much for the masks for staff and 
clients. It is greatly appreciated! 

Videos are on Trinityucc.org (HOMEPAGE) 
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 This month's GREEN HINT 

Plastics, which are made from oil and gas by- products, have infiltrated our lives 
and their pollution affects all of us and virtually every ecosystem on our  planet.  

     In case you have run out of activities, while staying at home, I suggest an activity 
(myself included) to help us become more aware of the plastic in our environment.  

     Make a one day's list, of all the plastic items and things that come in plastic that 
you find in your home, that you will, eventually, have to either throw away or        
recycle.  Don't forget to include packaging on grocery items.  

     When you have your list made, divide them into 2 columns:  

One labeled:  Items that can be replaced by a more sustainable substitute--such as: 
Plastic water bottles--replace with a stainless steel insulated reusable bottle. 

Second Labeled:  Items without an alternative, at this time, such as: the housing on 
your television, computer or your vacuum cleaner.  

Good hunting & listing. 

Ed & Carol Eberhart , Trinity Climate Crisis Committee  

We received a letter from One Eighty. 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for supporting OneEighty’s mission with 
your gift of $126.00. With your help we are able to 
serve over 1,000 individuals each year in six service  
areas. We would not be able to do what we do without 
you.  

With best wishes and sincerest gratitude,  

Bobbi Douglas 

A letter from People to People 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

I wanted to write you a personal note to thank you on 
behalf of our ministry and staff how much it means to 
us to know you are thinking of us and especially those 
we get to serve. We are truly blessed by your gifts of 
support and prayers especially now during the   
Covid-19 crisis and we rejoice together. 

Sincere gratitude in Christ Jesus, 

Joe Szeker 
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Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth. 

Psalm 100: 1 (NRSV) 

Spring is the noisiest season of the year—but noisy in a 
good way, a bold way, and absolutely in a joyful way.  

If you are awake and outside around dawn, you can’t miss 
the loud twitters, chirps and squawks of the dawn chorus-- 
a joyous cacophony of sound that fills the pre-dawn air as 
birds stake out breeding territories and locate mates in 
spring.  For the birds, it’s about continuation of the species; 
for us, we are eavesdropping on an auditory celebration of 
life and renewal. 

One of the early and most joyful noises of spring are the 
spring peepers. The sound of these little frogs has been described as a “sleigh-  
bell-like” chorus, although the sound can be overwhelming if you are standing next 
to the pond. A chorus of peepers is a joyful promise that spring has arrived.    

But there are other, more subtle joyful noises of spring. Children playing, water 
splashing in a creek after a spring rain, or the steady clip-clop of a horse on a  
country road all nudge us into a spirit of reflection and appreciation. 

Joy can also be given and received without making a sound. The cascading          
profusion  of blossoms from  dogwoods or crabapple trees radiate joy as              
profoundly as a choir. Even the spunky little dandelion, faithfully opening its flower 
every morning and closing it each evening, can be a metaphor for joy.  

One way we can worship the Lord with gladness is to pause to hear (and see) the 
joyful “noise” of springtime. Take a walk around the backyard, in the neighborhood 
or in a park and absorb the natural joy that abounds. Expressions of joy are always 
nearby, in all seasons of the year and in the most difficult of times. 

-- Herb Broda 

Psalm 30: 11-12 (NIRV) 

 “You turned my loud crying into dancing. You removed my clothes of sadness and 
dressed me with joy, so my heart will sing your praises. I can’t keep silent. Lord, my 
God, I will praise you forever. “ 

As we continue to go through these times of change, loneliness, worry about what 
the future looks like, and a bit of fear, the above scripture has been a huge help to 
me. We may not be able to gather together physically, but we can be joyful about 
the ways we are reaching out to our church family…texting and phone calls; cards 
and letters; ZOOM gatherings and especially for me, “Porch Deliveries” to our Youth 
and Young Ones! I pray that you each find time to dance, sing praises, and share 
God’s love, especially during these uncertain times. Peace. 

Suzanne Feltner, Director of Christian Education and Arts 
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Friends, 

Three sessions of a Monday faith formation class met in May, where we discussed 
the meaning of a still-speaking God, through the lens of Henri Nouwen’s book     
Discernment. Many folks have shared their interest and engagement beyond our 
class. How are you hearing God’s voice? Let’s keep our discernment ears open, this 
summer, and beyond. I appreciated the engagement around the book and               
discussion. Look for the Facebook group, “Discernment Study @ Trinity UCC,” to 
view some of our discussion and resources. 

Are you a 20s-and30s-something? I invite you to a Zoom discussion on the first    
Friday of each month. In our May discussion we had time to support each other 
through this odd pandemic, discussed a passage from Romans about the love of God 
near us always, and dished out some ideas about “self-care” during the pandemic. 
Come next month: June 5, 7:30pm. All of our virtual gathering links to join are 
found on www.trinityucc.org.  

I am looking forward to time to talk and share our faith.  

Be blessed, Pastor Emily 

Madison Blough | Wooster High School and WCSCC 

Andy Seman | Hillsdale High School 

Chloe Landers | Ohio State University 

David Lilburn | OSU Fisher School of Business | Degree in Information Systems 

Breanna Schmidt | College of Wooster 

Luke Wiest | Masters in Accounting from Owen Graduate School of Management, 
Vanderbilt University 
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Trinity United Church of Christ 
“Embracing and Celebrating God’s Love” 
150 East North Street 
Wooster, OH 44691-4350 
 

Office Hours:  M-F  8:30a - 5:00p 
Phone (330) 264-9250 
Fax (330) 264-0380 
Email:  trinityuccwooster1819@gmail.com 
Website:  www.trinityucc.org 
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Church Staff 

Rev. Dr. Kevan Franklin, Senior Minister 

Emily Howard - Assistant Pastor 

Brandi Stevenson, Administrative Coordina-
tor/Secretary 

Suzanne Feltner, Director of Christian Education 
and Arts 

Phil Starr, Business Manager 

Karla Jewell, Assistant Business Manager 

Joslyn Hauter, Custodian 

Nursery Staff include: 

Yulia Allison 

Christopher Feltner 

Alexis Glassburn 

htts://www.facebook.com/trinityuc
cwooster/ 

Visit us online at      
www.trinityucc.org 

www.youtube.com/                     
trinityuccwooster 

Our Worship Service is Broadcast-
ed on WKVX 960 AM every       
Sunday morning at 8:30AM. 


