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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
May is the month in which Spring plans to stay. Time to clean up the yard and think about the 
gardening projects that need planning. I always look forward to Victoria Day which will be on 
the 18th. Victoria Day is a Canadian public holiday observed on the last Monday preceding 
May 25 to honour Queen Victoria, who is known as the "Mother of Confederation". The holiday 
has existed in Canada since at least 1845, originally on Victoria's natural birthday, May 24. 
Have a great weekend with your family and friends. 
 
Our PROBUS District Director Chuck Heroux 
held the annual Probus Canada Ontario District 
2 Workshop. In April five members of the Club 
Management Committee were happy to attend. 
This year’s workshop had sixteen tables which 
was two more than last year. They also 
welcomed the team from the brand-new 
Toronto South Club. At the workshop club 
members sat with other members that aligned 
with their roles in the club. We had attendees at 
the following tables - Social, Interest Groups, 
Newsletter editors, and Speaker 
chairs. They picked up innovative 
ideas that our Club may use in the 
future. 
 
Maureen has booked the August 
speaker Marlene Hodgson who 
will be presenting on the history of 
Camp X, a top-secret World War II 
spy training facility located 
between Whitby and Oshawa. Camp X was a Second World War training facility for agents 
operating behind enemy lines. We thought it might be interesting for members to visit Intrepid 
Park Camp X before the presentation. There is an event called “Doors Open Oshawa” which is 
on May 2nd from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. located at 2008 Boundary Rd. Oshawa. Join one of two 
guided tours or stay and engage with guest speakers. 
 
We hope to see you at the next general meeting on May 7th The speaker will be Susan Sheen 
“With a little Help from our Friends”. Susan Sheen (and dogs), representing the Lions 
Foundation of Canada Dog Guides, which trains and places specialized service dogs for 
people with various disabilities, such as visual impairment, hearing loss, autism, epilepsy, and 
diabetes.  

Website: www.scugog-uxbridgeprobus.ca           Email: info@scugog-uxbridgeprobus.ca 
  



General Meetings 

 
 

General Meetings are held on the first Thursday of every month 
10 a.m. to 12 noon at Hope Church, 14480 Old Simcoe Street, Port Perry, Ontario 

 

There is a 30-minute break at half time to meet people, enjoy refreshments, 
sign up for an Interest Group activity or a Social Event, and look into volunteering. 

 

The next General Meeting at Hope Church will be May 7, 2026.  
 
May 7 – Susan Sheen – With a little Help from our Friends  

 
Susan Sheen (and dogs), representing the Lions Foundation of Canada Dog Guides, 

which trains and places specialized service dogs for people with various disabilities, 

such as visual impairment, hearing loss, autism, epilepsy, and diabetes. 

 
 
 
 

 
June 4 – Dawn Gillespie, Founder of Room for a Child 

 
Ms. Gillespie's Room for a Child creates beautiful bedrooms for children in need. A retired 

school principal, she has been helping children for the last 13 years. "I got bored quickly in 

retirement and missed the kids," she said. "I knew there were needs. Many kids live in 

challenging neighbourhoods." She receives referrals from social services, schools and 

refugee organizations and then meets with the children and their parents to see what furniture is needed 

and designs the room with the child in mind. 

 
 
 
 

UPCOMING SPEAKERS: 
 

July 2 – Dr. Jennifer Wilson – Grant Us Tomorrow. An international movement of health care. 
 
August 6 – Marlene Hodgson – Camp X, A top secret WWII spy training facility east of Toronto  

 

 

After the General Meeting, everyone is invited to join us for lunch at Castle John’s in the Port 

Perry Plaza. A show of hands will be asked for before our break so that we can make a reservation. 

 
  



 

From the desk of Wendy Bond, Membership Chair 
 
Thank you for your continued support and involvement in the Scugog- Uxbridge PROBUS Club. We look forward to 

seeing each and everyone at the monthly meetings. We now have 202 members. To successfully operate the club, 

fees are collected yearly to offset the costs of venue rentals, speakers, insurance, website/communication tools, 

etc. The fiscal calendar for our Club is from June to May, operating the full year. The 2025/2026 membership fee will 

remain the same at $40.00. We are asking you to pay next year's fee by the June General Meeting. The Club is 

accepting e-transfer to the Club Treasurer at treasurer.scugoguxbridgeprobus@gmail.com . Under the comments 

section indicate your name and the reason for the e-transfer, Membership Fee. If e-transfer is not available, 

membership volunteers will be available to accept a cheque or cash at the upcoming May and June monthly 

meetings. 

 

GUEST REGISTRATION: All members are welcome. Guests MUST REGISTER UPON ARRIVAL and may attend 

two General Meetings as guests. After that, we welcome you to become full members and pay the Scugog-Uxbridge 

Probus membership fees, $25.00 registration + $40.00 annual fee = $65.00. 

 

Social Committee 

 
Saturday, May 2 - Doors Open Oshawa, Intrepid Park, 2008 Boundary 
Road, Oshawa. Meet in the parking across the street from the monument at 
10:30. There are two guided tours at 11am and 2pm over uneven terrain 
(wear walking shoes). The tour will start at the monument. Join this 
fascinating walking tour of the famous top-secret spy camp, Camp X, which 
was a Second World War training facility for agents operating behind enemy 
lines. It was also North America’s largest communications centre. There are 

no buildings to tour on the site but the speaker information is fascinating and a great link to our May 26th Oshawa Tank 
Museum tour through our Social team, as many Camp X exhibits are on display at the Tank Museum. You will be well 
informed and ready for our August speaker whose topic is Camp X. 
 
 

Saturday, May 2 - Dinner with the Dead at Jester’s Court; 279 Queen Street, Port Perry. Cost $103.08. Time 6:00 - 
8:00 PM. Experience an evening with International Psychic Medium, Cathy Chafe, at dining with the Dead. As you 
savour a delicious buffet at Jester’s Court, one of Canada's most haunted venues, Cathy will move through the room. 
Your ticket covers a three-course meal and an evening filled with inspiring messages from the Spirit. Tickets sell out 
fast, so be sure to get yours soon! https://www.durhamregionpsychic.com/event-list 
 
 

; 1604 Champlain Blvd, Whitby. Cost: Starters range from $16.00, while soups and 
salads are priced between $10.00 and $16.00. Lunch entrées are available from $14.00 to $22.00. Bistro 67 offers 
guests a memorable field-to-fork dining experience located within Durham College’s award-winning W. Galen Weston 
Centre for Food, where community, local agriculture, and learning come together. Meals are prepared and served by 
talented staff and students, who craft flavourful dishes using fresh ingredients grown in the Centre’s own gardens as 
well as products sourced from local suppliers throughout Durham Region. The restaurant is proud to hold the Feast 
ON® designation, recognizing its commitment to using locally sourced food and beverages. Bistro 67 offers gluten-
friendly, vegan, and vegetarian options. 
 
  



Social Committee 

 
Thursday, May 21 – Monday, May 25 - Tutorial on Google Tools; Port Perry Villa, 15987 Simcoe St, Port Perry. May 
21 time is 1:00 PM and May 25 is 10:30. Cost $5.00. Do you have a Gmail account but would like to know how to use 
the FREE Google Tools that come with it? Knowing how to use the free tools can save you money on programs like 
Microsoft Word and more. Bring your laptop or tablet for a gentle introduction to 3 basic tools. We will begin with some 
Gmail basics and setting up options. Learn about your Google Drive; what is it and how to use it. We will play in Google 
Docs. Why buy Word when Docs can do the same stuff for free? If time permits, we can delve deeper or set plans for a 
follow up session. Google Tools work best in Chrome. If you have not already done so, download the appropriate free 
Chrome browser for your device before the session. We can do it at the session if you need support. 
 
 
Monday, May 26 - Canadian Tank Museum; 1000 Stevenson Road, North, Oshawa. Cost $12.00. Time 11-12:30. The 
museum houses artifacts, medals, weapons and uniforms covering 150+ years of military history from the Fenian Raids 
of 1866 to the conflicts of today. Our Military Vehicle Conservation Centre has over 60 military vehicles and tanks on 
display. History lives here! Free admission for active or retired military; in uniform or with ID. 
 
 
Tuesday, June 9 - African Lion Safari 
and Royal Botanical Gardens. Please 
arrive at the Uxbridge Walmart parking lot, 
6 Welwood Dr. @ 8:15 AM for departure at 
8:30 AM. The bus will return to Walmart at 
7 PM. Uxbridge PROBUS Club Social Committee invites you to PAWS & PETALS, a Mary Morton Bus Trip. To sign up, 
please email social.uxbridgeprobus@gmail.com. 
 
 

1430 King St, Port Perry. Tee Off is 10 AM. Cost: $50.00 for 9 holes of golf (cart 
included); BBQ Lunch $25.00 + tax. We need to have the numbers to Sunnybrae by June 4th, that will be the cut-off 
date. Join us for a relaxing morning on the links, followed by a delicious BBQ lunch. The Uxbridge and Port Perry clubs 
will be joining us—offering a great opportunity to socialize, enjoy good food, and of course, have a few drinks!  
 
 
Wednesday, June 24 - Sister Act, Kings Wharf Theatre; 97 Jury Drive, 
Penetanguishene. Cost $199.00 - includes the play, bus fare and lunch.  

Final registration is due May 22nd. 
Departure time: 9:15 am. Pick up from Uxbridge Arena AND/OR Port Perry 
Arena (Pick ups will be finalized once we have sign up). 2 pickup locations 
will alter times slightly. 11:30 am:  
 
Lunch at the Boathouse Eatery, (choice of Stuffed Chicken Supreme or Fish 
and Chips). 2:00 pm: SHOW TIME! 6:30 pm: Approx. return home 
 
Get ready to raise your voice for the habit-forming musical comedy that’s pure joy from start to finish! Based on the hit 
film starring Whoopi Goldberg, Sister Act follows Deloris Van Cartier, a disco diva on the run after witnessing a crime. 
Forced to hide in a convent under the guise of a nun, Deloris struggles to fit in with the quiet, structured life of the 
sisters. But when she brings her dazzling energy and show-stopping voice to the choir, she helps the nuns discover 
their own harmony — and, in the process, rediscovers herself. Brimming with soulful, gospel-inspired music, electrifying 
dance numbers, and a feel-good story of friendship and faith, Sister Act is a divine musical celebration that will have you 
jumping for joy! 
 
 
 
  



Social Committee 

 

June - A.I. Workshop –Port Perry Villa, 15987 Simcoe Street, Port Perry. Cost $10.00. Curious about AI 
but not sure where to start? Join us for a friendly, hands-on introduction to Generative AI tools like 
ChatGPT, Claude, and Google Gemini—discover how they can enhance your favourite retirement 
activities. 
 
In this practical workshop, you'll learn how to use free AI tools to: 

 Plan trips and local outings with personalized itineraries 
 Get quick recipe ideas using ingredients you have on hand 
 Draft emails and letters effortlessly 
 Organize memories and family stories 
 Support hobbies from gardening to woodworking 

 
We'll cover the "5 Ps of Prompting"—a simple framework for getting great results—and demonstrate 
practical prompts you can try immediately. We'll also discuss important safety tips, including how to avoid 
scams, protect your privacy, and recognize when AI gets things wrong. No technical experience required! 
This is about practical tools, not complicated tech. Bring your curiosity (and your smartphone, tablet or 
laptop if you'd like to follow along). 
 
What You'll Take Home: A short guide with the 5 best prompts to try today, plus the confidence to start 
using AI as your helpful new assistant. Your workshop leader is Frank Morris. He's not just an 
enthusiastic adult educator with many years of college and private sector teaching experience, he's a 
long-time PROBUS member too. To take advantage of his retirement years, he's embarked on a 
doctorate in GenAI education at Ontario Technical University and now wants to share what he's been 
learning with others. 
 
Here are the dates for the classes: 

 Week 1: Wed June 3 @ 12 pm 

 Week 2: Thurs June 11 @ 10:30 am 

 Week 3: Mon June 15 @ 1 pm 

 Week 4: Tues June 23 @ 11 am 

 Week 5: Mon June 29 @1 pm 

 

More possibilities in 2026: 
 

Cooking Classes  Stratford Festival  Summer Festival 
 

The Social Committee has an email address that can be used if you need more information on events. Drop us a line if 
you have suggestions for activities that you would you like us to explore. The email address is: 
socscugoguxbridgeprobus@gmail.com 
 

The Social online Activities Sign up can be accessed from the Social Page of the website or by typing this address into 
the address bar of your browser: bit.ly/ProbusSocialSignup 
 
 
 
  



Social Committee 

 
 
 

Had a great morning 
touring the maple syrup 
farm, as well as hanging out 
with band! The 
O’Connor Bothers! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Line Dancing Group. 
Busting moves! Drinking 
beers might have helped with 
the moves. 
 

 
 
We had a great afternoon watching two 
fabulous Canadian films, as well as 
enjoying pizza for lunch! 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  



Interest Groups 

 

INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 
 
We are actively looking for new interest group chair coordinators to take over in June.  If interested, please talk to us at 
the Interest Group Table or submit your names before May 15th . 
 
 
Wine Club – Coordinator Lorraine Ward  
 
Members take turns hosting. The host decides on a theme, selects 
and buys the wine. Cost is $10.00 per event and everyone brings a 
dish to the tasting, pot-luck style afternoon of appetizers.  
 
The group met on April 23, with a “Name That Wine” theme.  
Our next gathering will be May 23rd.  This Wine Club group is full. 
   
Great News!! – we have a co-ordinator for a second Wine Group. 
Please sign up at the interest group table or email  
interestgr.scugoguxbridgeprobus@gmail.com if you are  
 interested in joining the second group. 
 
 
Bunco Group (Progressive Dice Game) – Coordinators Sue and Bob Armitage 
 
Bunco has been postponed for a few weeks. Bob and Sue will reach out soon. 
 
 
Hand and Foot Canasta (card game) – Coordinator Amber D'Aguiar 
 
Hand & Foot is a fun and challenging card game played in groups of four (similar to Canasta). We play on the 3rd 
Tuesday of the month. This month it will be held on May 19th in the afternoon. Lessons are held from 1-2pm for new 
players and/or for those who need practice. We continue to play from 2-4pm. All are welcome. 
 
 
Lunch Group – Coordinator Zana Maksimovic  
 
It was all-around cozy fare on a rainy day for eight of 
us who ventured to Twisted Fork in Mt. Albert on 
Friday, April 10th  
 
Join is for more good food & conversation at our next 
lunches: 

 Friday, May 8 at Annina’s in Goodwood 

 Friday, June 12 at Wooden Sticks (hoping for 
outdoor patio seating!) 

Summer possibilities - (TBD, patios): Corrado’s 
(Brooklin), Second Wedge (Uxbridge) 
https://tinyurl.com/SUP-Lunch-Signup  
 
 
  



Interest Groups 

 
Live Music Group – Coordinator Pam Norton 
 
The Social Committee will be the new coordinator for the Live Music Group. Here is their email address: 
Socscugoguxbridgeprobus@gmail.com . You can look forward to lots of local live music opportunities being discovered 
for you. Some events may be centrally coordinated, but most will be highlighted for your information. Events will be 
posted to the WhatsApp Group, and polling will be used so you can see who is interested in attending and/or meeting 
up before/after. An email from Social with more details will be sent out shortly. 
 
If you have any issues with connecting to the WhatsApp group, you can visit us at the Interest Group table at the next 
meeting. WhatsApp link: https://chat.whatsapp.com/Lb0Wl2s5FtW5A3Skv37Kv3?mode=gi_t 
 
 
Hiking & Outdoors Group – Coordinator Darlene Humphreys 
 
The hiking group currently meets Friday mornings at 10am. We are looking forward to some beautiful spring flower 
hikes in the next few weeks. We are also looking for a coordinator for this group. If anyone is interested in taking over 
as coordinator for the group, please send us an email interestgr.scugoguxbridgeprobus@gmail.com 
 
 
***NEW*** Walking and Talking – Coordinator Pam Norton   
 
This new group held its inaugural walk April 20th in Uxbridge. The next walk will be May 11 at 11am. We will likely 
choose Mondays or Wednesdays as our regular walking day. We are looking for a permanent coordinator for this group.  
If anyone is interested in taking over as coordinator for the group, please send us an email 
interestgr.scugoguxbridgeprobus@gmail.com 
 
 
***NEW*** BIKING – Coordinator Pete Kooger 
 
Pete Kooger is interested in starting a biking group if we have enough interest. There will be a sign-up sheet at the next 
general meeting. This group will be what the participants want it to be. Pete would like to meet with interested SUP 
members briefly after the next general meeting to see what type of rides people are interested in. For example, e-bikes 
vs. regular bikes; shorter or longer rides; off road flat trails vs. road riding; local rides vs. day trips. There are lots of 
possibilities! 
 
 
Travel Information – Coordinator Tim Casey 
 
Meetings are generally the 4th Monday of the month at 11 am to 1pm, with lunch for those who wish to purchase. 
We have an exciting list of informative travel presentations planned for 2026-2027. Travel is changing very quickly these 
days. It's increasingly important to stay on top of where to go and where (maybe) to not go, as well as being aware of 
emerging travel opportunities and issues and useful travel tips. The main presentation for the April 27th meeting, at the 
Red Lion Pub in Port Perry, was on New Zealand. All Scugog-Uxbridge PROBUS Club members are welcome! 
 
 
Pickleball – Coordinators Nancy Steele and Marilyn Lee 
 
Pickleball will start Tuesday May 6 at 1-3pm at Uxbridge Fields. Please wear your badge and join the What’s App group 
sent to those on the list. Please reach out for more information. interestgr.scugoguxbridgeprobus@gmail.com 
 
 
  



Interest Groups 

 
Book Club – Coordinator Wendy Bond 
 
In April we discussed the book “Bitcoin Widow”. This is a memoir written by Jennifer 
Robertson, with the assistance of Stephen Kimber. Jennifer married the man of her dreams, 
Gerry Cotton was the founder of Quadriga, he was a bitcoin wizard who quickly amassed a 
substantial wealth through his company. The couple traveled extensively and bought lavishly. 
Then he died, leaving his investors looking for money along with questions, suspicions and 
accusations of fraud. It touches off major investment and criminal investigations, leaving his 
widow holding the bag. This book generated more discussion than others we have read. What 
did Jennifer know, didn’t know, did Gerry die or fake his death? All valid questions: Jennifer 
tries to explain her involvement and to reset her life in the wake of one of the biggest 
investment scandals of the digital age. This story has also been made into a Netflix movie 
called “Trust No One: The Hunt for the Crypto King”. The Book Club gathered in April to watch 
the movie. In May we will review the book "Funny Story" by Emily Henry. 
 
The Book Club is full - contact Special Interests Group if you would like to co-ordinate and start a second group. 
 
 
Bower Power – Coordinator Joanne Drury 
 
This group meets once a month on the 4th Friday at 7 p.m. This interest group is currently FULL but we could use a 
couple more spares to help with coverage during high travel times. This is a joint interest group between the Port Perry 
Probus and the Scugog-Uxbridge Probus clubs. Please email the coordinator at joanne.drury7@gmail.com if you are 
interested in getting on the waitlist and/or being a spare. 
 
 

Golf Group – Birdies & Bogeys – Coordinator Kim Lendvay (co-chair with the Port Perry Probus Club) 
 
Sixteen SUP members have confirmed their participation in playing golf this season! Based on feedback from the 16 
SUP members and 18 Port Perry club members, we'll be playing weekly Thursday mornings starting May 7 with tee 
times 9/930am and rotating between 5 local golf courses. Note: if you can only join us biweekly that's fine. This is not a 
league but simply an opportunity to play golf with other Probus members. This will continue to be a joint Interest Group 
between the Port Perry Probus and the Scugog-Uxbridge Probus clubs until we get a coordinator or co-coordinator from 
SUP. If you want to be added to the list for golf season 2026, please email interest.portperryprobus@gmail.com. Kim is 
also looking for a co-coordinator to assist with this interest group. 
 
 
Board Games – Coordinator Nancy Steele 
 
We have attempted to kickoff twice on Mondays at 1:00. This is proving to be a bad time for many. There are 
overlapping events. Nancy will be polling people for perhaps an evening time to see if we can get more attendance. 
If interested in joining, email interestgr.scugoguxbridgeprobus@gmail.com 
 
 
Kitchen Bridge – Coordinator Mary Bristow 
 
We meet every Tuesday, with the exception of the 3rd Tuesday of each month. This conflicts with Hand and Foot. Eric 
Nidd has kindly been providing Bridge bidding lessons for us. We are a lively, inquisitive group and are very grateful that 
Eric is willing to share his expertise with us. Please email interestgr.scugoguxbridgeprobus@gmail.com if interested. 
 
  



Interest Groups 
 
Euchre Group – Coordinator Marilyn Howe 
 
The group met on April 22nd.  The next meeting is tentative 
for May 6th. If interested in joining, please email   
interestgr.scugoguxbridgeprobus@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Arts & Craft, and Puzzle Groups – Coordinator Maureen Wood 
 

The Arts & Crafts Group meets 
on the 4th Tuesday of every month. 
For more info contact: 
interestgr.scugoguxbridgeprobus@gmail.com . 

The Puzzle Group meets at 10 a.m. on 
the first Tuesday of every month. For 
information, contact: 
interestgr.scugoguxbridgeprobus@gmail.com 

 
Below is the Arts and Crafts schedule.  Drop by the interest group table to sign up if this intrigues you. 

 May 26 - Small Framed Felt Landscape 
 June 23 - Dorset Buttons and other items using the same technique 
 July 28 - Dream Catcher 
 August 25 - Needlework- learn basic stitches 
 September 22 - Friendly Fidgeting – drop in during the day 10-3. Open to all Probus members with 

registration for the event. Sign up at the Interest Group table. 
 October 27 - Ceramic Painting 
 November 24 - Cookies in a Jar 
 December 15 (NOT on the 22nd) - Christmas Survival Kits 

 
 
Puzzle & Book Swap – Coordinator Maureen Wood 
 
Open every month at the General Meeting during intermission in the first break out room. Come in and browse. 

 
 
  



Interest Groups 

 
 
 
 
 
 

March Arts & Crafts 
Printed Tea Towels 
A few crafty ladies 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Live Music upcoming opportunities soon to be coordinated by our Social Committee: 
 

 https://greatcanadian.com/event/tragically-hip-tribute-practically-hip/ 
o May 9: Practically Hip tribute To the Tragically Hip 
o May 30: New Rodeo tribute to Blue Rodeo 
o June 13: the Blushing Brides tribute to the Rolling Stones 
o June 27: The Beatles Band 
o July 18: The Beach Bums tribute to the Beach Boys 
o Sep 5: Epic Eagles 
o Sep 19: No Sugar Tonight - Guess Who 
o Oct. 10: My Favourite Headache - Rush 
o Oct 25: Mystic Highway - CCR 
o Nov 14: Desire - U2 

 
 
  



House Committee 

Volunteering with the 
House Committee at 
the monthly General 
Meetings. 

 

 

 
  



Member-abilia 
-abilia - noun suffix: items of interest relating to specified persons or things (in our case PROBUS) e.g. Elvis-abilia 

 

May Birthdays F Y I 

 

 

Please sign in when you arrive 
Wear your PROBUS name badge 
Member’s guests are allowed 2 visits 

Remember to “Lug a Mug” 
This is YOUR club ~ ENJOY!!! 

 

 



Looking back on our April General Meeting 
 

 
 


