Hello Neighbors,

I’m writing to share some news that will seriously impact our community. 

This week, the Davis School District announced worst-case scenario options if there is no new housing in Davis and student enrollment continues to decline across the School District. 

Both options presented include closing Patwin Elementary School in the ‘28-’29 school year. Concept A leaves open the possible need to close an additional elementary school in the ‘30-’31 school year, and Concept B includes the closure of both Patwin Elementary and Birch Lane Elementary School in the ‘28-’29 school year. You can view the DJUSD presentation here.

While my children attend XX and many of our neighborhood students attend XX, any school closure in our district will impact all our schools. The students from Patwin and Birch will be redistributed among Willet, NDE, Korematsu, which will mean larger class sizes. 

Nothing is final yet and there is still time for community feedback, but my husband and I are throwing our full energy into this issue now. If you are also concerned by the prospect of school closures, we could use your help to make sure this doesn’t happen. 

Here are a few ways to stay informed and get involved: 

1. Talk to your neighbors and friends who don't have kids in schools and may not know what's going on. Spread the word!

2. Submit feedback online to the School District using these links: 
a. Concept A Feedback Form
b. Concept B Feedback Form

3. Attend one of the community feedback sessions from the District to share your perspective on the proposed plans (childcare and interpretation services provided):
a. Monday, Nov. 3rd from 6-8 pm at Davis Senior High All Student Center
b. Wednesday, Nov 5th from 6-8 pm at Emerson Junior High Indoor Commons
c. Thursday, Nov 13th from 6-8 pm at Da Vinci Charter Academy Tech Hub

4. Attend, send emails, make public comments in person or on voicemail at upcoming City Council and Planning Commission meetings in support of getting new housing on the ballot like Village Farms Davis (VFD) in June ‘26 and Willowgrove in Nov ‘26:
a. Nov 4 – City Council VFD Workshop
b. Nov 6 - DJUSD School Board (closure/redesign discussion)
c. Dec 2 – Planning Commission: Hearing & Action on VFD
d. Dec 16 – City Council: Hearing & Action on VFD
e. Jan 6 – City Council: Final Approvals, FEIR Certification, and Election Authorization for VFD
Submit written public comments to CityCouncilMembers@cityofdavis.org and PlanningCommission@cityofdavis.org. Submit public comments by voicemail prior to the meeting: Call the City’s dedicated phone line 530-757-5693 to leave a voicemail message for public comment. Staff will play comments during the appropriate agenda item. Comments will be accepted from 12:00 noon until 4:00 p.m. on the day of the meeting. Voicemail public comments will not be accepted after 4:00 p.m. Speakers will be limited to no more than two minutes.
5. Join the Friends of Davis Schools. A dedicated group of parents and community members from across the Davis Joint Unified School District, representing a variety of Davis schools who are committed to active advocacy in support of preserving our schools.

6. Join the Davis Community Action Network (DCAN), which has a Volunteer Team focused on the housing to schools connection. DCAN has an event coming up on the afternoon of Sunday, 12/7 for education and advocacy around housing (details to come). Sign up for their mailing list to learn more, and you can join their action teams: https://www.daviscan.org/.

7. Support new housing in Davis when it's time to vote!

See you around,

XXX
