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Introduction

The following compilation of laws relating to the definitions of the practice of engineering in each state has been 

developed by the National Society of Professional Engineers to provide detailed information about the breadth 

and scope of these laws nationwide. 

As stated in section 110.20(5) of the NCEES Model Law:

The term “Practice of Engineering,” as used in this Act, shall mean any service or creative work requiring 

engineering education, training, and experience in the application of engineering principles and the interpretation 

of engineering data to engineering activities that potentially impact the health, safety, and welfare of the public. The 

services may include, but not be limited to, providing planning, studies, designs, design coordination, drawings, 

specifications, and other technical submissions; teaching engineering design courses; performing surveying that is 

incidental to the practice of engineering; and reviewing construction or other design products for the purposes of 

monitoring compliance with drawings and specifications related to engineered works...

Defining the “practice of engineering” is of paramount importance in understanding the obligation of the 

professional engineer to the public health, safety, and welfare. The public places its trust in professional engineers 

when the public uses facilities, processes, and systems designed and developed by professional engineers. To 

ensure the work of professional engineers remains worthy of this trust, the practice of engineering is regulated by 

states and territories for the protection of the public health, safety, and welfare.

NSPE is providing this resource so that NSPE members, state societies, professional engineers, and the 

public can better understand the laws and regulations that define the practice of engineering. This assessment 

is intended to provide useful information that NSPE and its state societies can share with legislators and 

policymakers in their work to protect the public health, safety, and welfare. For the most complete and current 

information, please visit the applicable state licensing board website. Licensing board website links may be 

found at www.nspe.org/resources/licensure/licensing-boards.

http://ncees.org/wp-content/uploads/Model-Law.pdf
www.nspe.org/resources/licensure/licensing-boards
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STATE Alabama CITATION 08.48.341

7. PRACTICE OF ENGINEERING

Any professional service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, training, and experience in 
the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to such services or creative work as consul-
tation, investigation, evaluation, planning, design and design coordination of engineering works and systems, planning the use of land and 
water, performing engineering surveys and studies, and the review of construction or other design products for the purpose of monitoring 
compliance with drawings and specifications; any of which embraces such services or work, either public or private, in connection with any 
utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, projects, and industrial or consumer products; equipment of 
a control, communications, computer, mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or thermal nature, insofar as they involve safeguarding 
life, health, or property; and including other professional services necessary to the planning, progress, and completion of any engineering 
services.

Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, in qualifying a witness to offer expert testimony on the practice of engineering, the 
court shall consider as evidence of his or her expertise whether the proposed witness holds a valid Alabama license for the practice of  
engineering. Provided, however, such qualification by the court shall not be withheld from an otherwise qualified witness solely on the 
basis of the failure of the proposed witness to hold such valid Alabama license.

a. Design coordination includes the review and coordination of those technical submissions prepared by others, including, as appropriate 
and without limitations, consulting engineers, architects, landscape architects, land surveyors, and other professionals working under 
the direction of the engineer.

b. Engineering surveys include all survey activities required to support the sound conception, planning, design, construction, mainte-
nance and operation of engineered projects, rights-of-way and easement acquisitions relative to the centerline of the project. Engi-
neering surveys may be used to locate, relocate, establish, reestablish, layout or retrace any road, right-of-way, easement or align-
ment relative to the centerline of the project. Additionally, engineering surveys may be performed to determine areas, volumes or 
physical features of the earth, elevation of all real property, improvements on the earth and the configuration or contour of the surface 
of the earth or the position of fixed objects thereon by measuring lines and angles and applying the principles of mathematics. All en-
gineering surveys shall exclude the surveying of real property for the establishment of any property line or land boundaries, setting of 
corners or monuments, and the dependent or independent surveys or resurveys of the public land survey system.

c. The term shall not include the practice of architecture except such architectural work as is incidental to the practice of professional 
engineering; nor shall the term include work ordinarily performed by persons who operate or maintain machinery or equipment.

d. The practice of engineering shall include the offering of expert opinion in any legal proceeding in Alabama regarding work legally 
required to be performed under an Alabama engineer’s license number or seal, which opinion may be given by an engineer licensed in 
any jurisdiction.



Copyright © National Society of Professional Engineers. All Rights Reserved. 3

The data in this document is current as of March 2018

STATE Alaska CITATION Sec. 08.48.341

Definitions In this chapter:

13. “practice of engineering” means professional service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires the specialized 
knowledge of applied mathematics and sciences, dealing with the design of structures, machines, equipment, utilities systems, materi-
als, processes, works, or projects, public or private; the teaching of advanced engineering courses in institutions of higher learning; the 
direction of or the performance of engineering surveys, consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, and professional observation 
of construction of public and private structures, works, or projects and engineering review of drawings and specifications by regulato-
ry agencies; “practice of engineering” may by regulation of the board include architectural building design of minor importance, but it 
does not include comprehensive architectural services.

STATE Arizona CITATION 32-101

Purpose; definitions: 

11. “Engineering practice” means any professional service or creative work requiring engineering education, training and experience 
and the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical and engineering sciences to such professional services 
or creative work as consultation, research investigation, evaluation, planning, surveying as defined in paragraph 20, subdivisions 
(d) and (e) of this subsection, design, location, development, and review of construction for conformance with contract documents 
and design, in connection with any public or private utility, structure, building, machine, equipment, process, work or project. Such 
services and work include plans and designs relating to the location, development, mining and treatment of ore and other miner-
als. A person shall be deemed to be practicing or offering to practice engineering if the person practices any branch of the profes-
sion of engineering, or by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card or any other manner represents that the person is a 
professional engineer or is able to perform or does perform any engineering service or other service recognized by educational 
authorities as engineering. A person employed on a full-time basis as an engineer by an employer engaged in the business of 
developing, mining and treating ores and other minerals shall not be deemed to be practicing engineering for the purposes of this 
chapter if the person engages in the practice of engineering exclusively for and as an employee of such employer and does not 
represent that the person is available and is not represented as being available to perform any engineering services for persons 
other than the person’s employer.

Alaska-Arizona

https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/Portals/5/pub/aelsstatutesregs.pdf
http://www.azleg.gov/FormatDocument.asp?inDoc=/ars/32/00101.htm&Title=32&DocType=ARS
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STATE Arkansas CITATION 17-30-101

Definitions: 

4.A. “ Practice of engineering” means a service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, 
training, and experience in the application of special knowledge in the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to 
services or creative work such as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, and design of engineering works and systems 
relating to the use of air, land, water, municipal and regional planning, forensic services, engineering teaching of advanced engi-
neering subjects or related courses, engineering surveys, and the inspection of construction to assure compliance with drawings 
and specifications that are related to public or private service or work, concerning any utilities, structures, buildings, machines, 
equipment, processes, work systems, or projects including architectural work that is incidental to the practice of engineering.

B. A person practices or offers to practice engineering, within the meaning of this chapter, who:

i. Practices a branch of the profession of engineering;

ii. By verbal claim, sign advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other way represents himself or herself to be an engineer;

ii. Through the use of some other title implies that he or she is an engineer or that he or she is licensed under this chapter; or

iv Holds himself or herself out as able to perform or does perform an engineering service or work or any other service designated by the 
practitioner that is recognized as engineering.

STATE California CITATION 6701

Professional engineer defined: 

“Professional engineer,” within the meaning and intent of this act, refers to a person engaged in the professional practice of rendering 
service or creative work requiring education, training and experience in engineering sciences and the application of special knowledge 
of the mathematical, physical and engineering sciences in such professional or creative work as consultation, investigation, evaluation, 
planning or design of public or private utilities, structures, machines, processes, circuits, buildings, equipment or projects, and supervi-
sion of construction for the purpose of securing compliance with specifications and design for any such work.

Arkansas-California

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/arcode/Default.asp
http://www.bpelsg.ca.gov/laws/pe_act.pdf
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STATE Colorado CITATION 12-25-102

Definitions: 

10. a. “Practice of engineering” means the performance for others of any professional service or creative work requiring engineering edu-
cation, training, and experience and the application of special knowledge of the mathematical and engineering sciences to such profes-
sional services or creative work, including consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, design, and the observation of construction 
to evaluate compliance with plans and specifications in connection with the utilization of the forces, energies, and materials of nature in 
the development, production, and functioning of engineering processes, apparatus, machines, equipment, facilities, structures, build-
ings, works, or utilities, or any combination or aggregations thereof, employed in or devoted to public or private enterprise or uses.

 b. An individual practices or offers to practice “professional engineering” within the meaning and intent of this section if the individual, 
by oral claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other way, represents himself or herself to be a professional engineer, 
through the use of any other means implies that the individual is licensed under this part 1, or performs engineering services.

STATE Connecticut CITATION Sec. 20-299

Definitions: 

1. “Professional engineer” means a person who is qualified by reason of his knowledge of mathematics, the physical sciences and the 
principles of engineering, acquired by professional education and practical experience, to engage in engineering practice, including 
rendering or offering to render to clients any professional service such as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, design or 
responsible supervision of construction, in connection with any public or privately-owned structures, buildings, machines, equipment, 
processes, works or projects in which the public welfare or the safeguarding of life, public health or property is concerned or involved.

STATE Delaware CITATION §2803 

Definitions: 

25. ‘Practice of engineering’ or ‘to practice engineering’ includes any professional service performed for the general public such as consultation, 
investigation, evaluation, planning, design, or responsible supervision of construction or operation in connection with any public or private 
buildings, structures, utilities, machines, equipment, processes, works, or projects wherein the public welfare or the safeguarding of life, health 
or property is concerned or involved when such professional service requires the application of engineering principles and data, but it does 
not include the work ordinarily performed by persons who operate or maintain machinery or equipment, neither does it include engineering 
services performed by an employee of a firm or corporation that does not offer professional engineering services to the general public.

Colorado-Delaware

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B-K5DhxXxJZbRXRXT3dWa0Z2eWM/view
https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_391.htm
http://www.dape.org/files/2015%20Law%20Book.pdf
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District of Columbia CITATION 1599

Definitions: 

d. Practice of Engineering - Any service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, training, 
and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences, provided in consulta-
tion, investigation, expert technical testimony, evaluation, planning, design and design coordination of engineering works and systems, 
planning the use of land, air, and water, teaching advanced engineering subjects, performing engineering surveys and studies, and 
the review of construction for the purpose of monitoring compliance with drawings and specifications, any of which embraces such 
services or work, either public or private, in connection with any utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work 
systems, projects, communication systems, transportation systems, and industrial or consumer products, or equipment of control 
systems, communications, mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic, chemical, environmental, or thermal nature, insofar as they 
involve safeguarding life, health, or property, and including such other professional services as may be necessary to the planning, 
progress, and completion of any engineering services. Said practice includes the doing of such architectural work, as is incidental to 
the practice of engineering.

STATE Florida CITATION 471.005

Definitions: 

7. “Engineering” includes the term “professional engineering” and means any service or creative work, the adequate performance of 
which requires engineering education, training, and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, 
and engineering sciences to such services or creative work as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, and design of engi-
neering works and systems, planning the use of land and water, teaching of the principles and methods of engineering design, engi-
neering surveys, and the inspection of construction for the purpose of determining in general if the work is proceeding in compliance 
with drawings and specifications, any of which embraces such services or work, either public or private, in connection with any utilities, 
structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, projects, and industrial or consumer products or equipment 
of a mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or thermal nature, insofar as they involve safeguarding life, health, or property; and 
includes such other professional services as may be necessary to the planning, progress, and completion of any engineering services. 
A person who practices any branch of engineering; who, by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, or card, or in any other way, 
represents himself or herself to be an engineer or, through the use of some other title, implies that he or she is an engineer or that he 
or she is licensed under this chapter; or who holds himself or herself out as able to perform, or does perform, any engineering service 
or work or any other service designated by the practitioner which is recognized as engineering shall be construed to practice or offer to 
practice engineering within the meaning and intent of this chapter.

https://www.asisvcs.com/publications/pdf/660927.pdf
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/STATUTES/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&URL=0400-0499/0471/0471.html
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STATE Georgia CITATION § 43-15-2 

Definitions: 

11. “Professional engineering” means the practice of the art and sciences, known as engineering, by which mechanical properties of 
matter are made useful to man in structures and machines and shall include any professional service, such as consultation, investiga-
tion, evaluation, planning, designing, or responsible supervision of construction or operation, in connection with any public or private 
utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, works, or projects, wherein the public welfare or the safeguarding of 
life, health, or property is concerned or involved, when such professional service requires the application of engineering principles and 
data and training in the application of mathematical and physical sciences. A person shall be construed to practice or offer to practice 
professional engineering, within the meaning of this chapter who by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other 
way represents or holds himself out as a professional engineer or engineer or as able or qualified to perform engineering services 
or who does perform any of the services set out in this paragraph. Nothing contained in this chapter shall include the work ordinarily 
performed by persons who operate or maintain machinery or equipment.

TERRITORY Guam CITATION § 32103

Definitions:

(6) Practice of Engineering means any service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, 
training, and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to such ser-
vices or creative work as consultation, investigation, expert technical testimony, evaluation, planning, design, and design coordination 
of engineering works and systems, planning the use of land, air and water, teaching of advanced engineering subjects, performing 
engineering studies and the review and/or management of construction for the purpose of monitoring and/or ensuring compliance with 
drawings and specifications; any of which embraces such services of work, either public or private, in connection with any utilities, 
structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, projects, communication systems, transportation systems, and 
industrial or consumer products, or equipment of a control systems, communications, mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic, 
chemical, environmental or thermal nature, insofar as they involve safeguarding life, health, or property, and including such other 
professional services as may be necessary to the planning, progress, and completion of any engineering services. Design coordina-
tion includes the review and coordination of those technical submissions prepared by others, including as appropriate and without 
limitation, consulting engineers, architects, landscape architects, surveyors, and other professionals working under the direction of the 
engineer. A person shall be construed to practice or offer to practice engineering, within the meaning and intent of this Chapter, who 
practices any branch of the profession of engineering or who, by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other 
way represents themselves to be a professional engineer or through the use of some other title implies that they are a professional 
engineer or that they are licensed under this Chapter; or who hold themselves out as able to perform, or who does perform any engi-
neering service or work or any other service designated by the practitioner which is recognized as engineering.

http://sos.ga.gov/plb/acrobat/Laws/09_Professional_Engineers_and_Land_Surveyors.pdf
http://www.guam-peals.org/userfiles/files/guam_peals_law.PDF
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STATE Hawaii CITATION §464-1 

Definitions: 

“Professional engineer” means a person who holds oneself out as able to perform, or who does perform, any professional service such 
as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, design, or observation of construction or operation, in connection with any public or pri-
vate utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, works, or projects, wherein the safeguarding of life, health, or proper-
ty is concerned or involved, when such professional service requires the application of engineering principles and data.

STATE Idaho CITATION 54-1202 

Definitions: 

10. “Professional engineering” and “practice of professional engineering” mean any service or creative work offered to or performed for the 
public for any project physically located in this state, such as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, designing, design coordina-
tion, teaching upper division engineering design subjects, and responsible charge of observation of construction in connection with any 
public or private utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, works or projects or to certify elevation information, where-
in the public welfare or the safeguarding of life, health, or property is concerned or involved, when such service requires the application of 
engineering principles and data. A person shall be construed to practice or offer to practice professional engineering within the meaning 
and intent of this chapter who practices or offers to practice any of the branches of the profession of engineering for the public for any 
project physically located in this state or who, by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other way represents himself 
to be a professional engineer or through the use of some other title implies that he is a professional engineer or that he is licensed under 
this chapter, or holds himself out as able to perform or who does perform for the public for any project physically located in this state, any 
engineering service or work or any other service designated by the practitioner which is the practice of professional engineering.

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol10_Ch0436-0474/HRS0464/HRS_0464-0001.htm
http://www.ipels.idaho.gov/forms_pubs/20160706Lawbook.pdf
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STATE Illinois CITATION Sec. 4 

Definitions: 

o. “Professional engineering practice” means the consultation on, conception, investigation, evaluation, planning, and design of, and se-
lection of materials to be used in, administration of construction contracts for, or site observation of, an engineering system or facility, 
where such consultation, conception, investigation, evaluation, planning, design, selection, administration, or observation requires ex-
tensive knowledge of engineering laws, formulae, materials, practice, and construction methods. A person shall be construed to prac-
tice or offer to practice professional engineering, within the meaning and intent of this Act, who practices, or who, by verbal claim, sign, 
advertisement, letterhead, card, or any other way, is represented to be a professional engineer, or through the use of the initials “P.E.” or 
the title “engineer” or any of its derivations or some other title implies licensure as a professional engineer, or holds himself out as able 
to perform any service which is recognized as professional engineering practice.

 Examples of the practice of professional engineering include, but need not be limited to, transportation facilities and publicly owned 
utilities for a region or community, railroads, railways, highways, subways, canals, harbors, river improvements; land development; 
stormwater detention, retention, and conveyance, excluding structures defined under Section 5 of the Structural Engineering Practice 
Act of 1989 (225 ILCS 340/5); irrigation works; aircraft and airports; traffic engineering; waterworks, piping systems, sewers, sewage 
disposal works, storm sewer, sanitary sewer and water system modeling; plants for the generation of power; devices for the utiliza-
tion of power; boilers; refrigeration plants, air conditioning systems and plants; heating systems and plants; plants for the transmis-
sion or distribution of power; electrical plants which produce, transmit, distribute, or utilize electrical energy; works for the extraction 
of minerals from the earth; plants for the refining, alloying or treating of metals; chemical works and industrial plants involving the 
use of chemicals and chemical processes; plants for the production, conversion, or utilization of nuclear, chemical, or radiant energy; 
forensic engineering, geotechnical engineering including, subsurface investigations; soil and rock classification, geology and geohy-
drology, incidental to the practice of professional engineering; geohydrological investigations, migration pathway analysis (including 
evaluation of building and site elements), soil and groundwater management zone analysis and design; energy analysis, environ-
mental risk assessments, corrective action plans, design, remediation, protection plans and systems, hazardous waste mitigation 
and control, and environmental control or remediation systems; recognition, measurement, evaluation and control of environmental 
systems and emissions; control systems, evaluation and design of engineered barriers, excluding structures defined under Section 
5 of the Structural Engineering Practice Act of 1989 (225 ILCS 340/5); modeling of pollutants in water, soil, and air; engineering 
surveys of sites, facilities, and topography specific to a design project, not including land boundary establishment; automated build-
ing management systems; control or remediation systems; computer controlled or integrated systems; automatic fire notification and 
suppression systems; investigation and assessment of indoor air inhalation exposures and design of abatement and remediation 
systems; or the provision of professional engineering site observation of the construction of works and engineering systems. In the 
performance of any of the foregoing functions, a licensee shall adhere to the standards of professional conduct enumerated in 68 
Ill. Adm. Code 1380.300. Nothing contained in this Section imposes upon a person licensed under this Act the responsibility for the 
performance of any of the foregoing functions unless such person specifically contracts to provide it. Nothing in this Section shall 
preclude an employee from acting under the direct supervision or responsible charge of a licensed professional engineer.

http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=1344&ChapterID=24&Print=True
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STATE Indiana CITATION IC 25-31-1-2

Definitions: 

d. “Practice of engineering” means any service or creative work that the adequate performance of requires engineering education, 
training, and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to services or 
creative work that includes the following: 

1. Consultation. 

2. Investigation. 

3. Evaluation. 

4. Planning, including planning the use of land and water.

5. The design of or the supervision of the design of engineering works and systems.

6. Engineering surveys and studies or the supervision of engineering surveys and studies, including all surveying activities required to 
support the sound conception, planning, design, construction, maintenance, and operation of engineered projects, but not including 
the surveying of real property for the establishment of land boundaries, subdivisions, rights-of-way, easements, and the dependent or 
independent surveys or resurveys of the public land survey system.

7. Evaluation of construction for the purpose of assuring compliance with specifications, plans, and designs, in connection with any public 
or private utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, or projects.

STATE Iowa CITATION 542B.2 

Terms defined: 

9. a.“ Practice of engineering” means any service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, 
training, and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences, such as 
consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, design and design coordination of engineering works and systems, planning the use 
of land and water, performing engineering surveys and studies, and the review of construction for the purpose of monitoring compli-
ance with drawings and specifications, any of which embraces such services or creative work, either public or private, in connection 
with any utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, projects, and industrial or consumer products 
or equipment of a mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or thermal nature, insofar as they involve safeguarding life, health, 

http://iga.in.gov/legislative/laws/2017/ic/titles/025#25-31
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/2014/542B.pdf
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or property, and including such other professional services as may be necessary to the planning, progress, and completion of the 
services identified in this subsection. 

b. A person is construed to be engaged in the practice of engineering if the person does any of the following: 

1. Practices any branch of the profession of engineering. 

2. Makes a representation by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or other manner that the person is a professional engineer. 

3. Uses any title which implies that the person is a professional engineer or that the person is certified under this chapter. 

4. The person holds the person’s self out as able to perform, or who does perform, any service or work included in the practice of engi-
neering.

STATE Kansas CITATION 74-7003

Definitions: 

p. 1. “Professional engineering” or “practice of engineering” means providing, offering to provide, or holding oneself out as able to provide 
professional engineering services, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, training and experience in the 
application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical and engineering sciences, including the following: Common technical 
services, as defined in subsection (g); consulting, investigating, evaluating, planning and designing of engineering works and systems; 
producing engineering surveys and studies; and preparing any engineering design features which embrace such service or work, 
either public or private, for any utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, projects and industrial 
or consumer products or equipment of a mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic or thermal nature, insofar as they involve safe-
guarding the health, safety, property or welfare of the public. 

2. As used in this subsection, the term “engineering surveys” includes all survey activities required to support the sound conception, 
planning, design, construction, maintenance and operation of engineered projects, but excludes the surveying of real property for the 
establishment of land boundaries, rights-of-way, easements and the dependent or independent surveys or resurveys of the public land 
survey system. 

3. The term “professional engineering” or “practice of professional engineering” shall not include those services specifically identified in 
the definition of “architecture,” “landscape architecture,” “professional geology” and “professional surveying” except for those services 
which are included in the term “common technical services,” as defined in subsection (g).

https://ksbtp.ks.gov/docs/default-source/rules-and-regs/2016-june-law-book.pdf?status=Temp&sfvrsn=0.1705779826979692
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STATE Kentucky CITATION 322.010

Definitions for chapter: 

4. “Engineering” means any professional service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, 
training, and experience as an engineer.

a. “Engineering” shall include: 

1. Consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, certification, and design of engineering works and systems; 

a. Engineering design and engineering work associated with design/build projects; 

b. Engineering works and systems which involve earth materials, water or other liquids, and gases; 

c. Planning the use of land, air, and waters; and 

d. Performing engineering surveys and studies;

2. The review of construction for the purpose of assuring compliance with drawings and specifications; any of which embraces this ser-
vice or work, either public or private, in connection with any utilities, structures, certain buildings, building systems, machines, equip-
ment, processes, work systems, or projects with which the public welfare or the safeguarding of life, health, or property is concerned, 
when that professional service or work requires the application of engineering principles and data;

3. The teaching of engineering design courses in any program accredited by the Engineering Accreditation Commission of the Accredita-
tion Board for Engineering and Technology or any engineering program deemed equivalent by the board;

4. The negotiation or solicitation of engineering services on any project in this state, regardless of whether the persons engaged in the 
practice of engineering: 

a. Are residents of this state; 

b. Have their principal place of business in this state; or 

c. Are in responsible charge of the engineering services performed; and 

5. The services of a professional engineer who engages in the practice of land surveying incident to the practice of engineering that does 
not relate to the location or determination of land boundaries.

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/statutes/statute.aspx?id=31417
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STATE Louisiana CITATION 37-§682

Definitions: 

12. a.“Practice of engineering” shall mean responsible professional service which may include consultation, investigation, evaluation, 
planning, designing, or inspection of construction in connection with any public or private utilities, structures, machines, equipment, 
processes, works, or projects wherein the public welfare or the safeguarding of life, health, and property is concerned or involved, 
when such professional service requires the application of engineering principles and the interpretation of engineering data.

 b. A person shall be construed to practice or offer to practice engineering: who practices in any discipline of the profession of engineer-
ing; or who, by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other way represents himself to be a professional engi-
neer; or who represents himself as able to perform; or who does perform any engineering service or work or any other professional 
service designated by the practitioner or recognized by educational authorities as engineering. The practice of engineering shall not 
include the work ordinarily performed by a person who himself operates or maintains machinery or equipment.

STATE Maine CITATION 32-§1251 

Definitions: 

3. Practice of professional engineering. “Practice of professional engineering” means any professional service, such as consultation, 
investigation, evaluation, planning, design or responsible supervision of construction in connection with any public or private utilities, 
structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, works or projects, wherein the public welfare or the safeguarding of life, health 
or property is concerned or involved, when such professional service requires the application of engineering principles and data.

STATE Maryland CITATION §14-101

Definitions: 

j. 1. “Practice engineering” means to provide any service or creative work the performance of which requires education, training, and expe-
rience in the application of:

i. special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences; and

ii. the principles and methods of engineering analysis and design

http://www.lapels.com/docs/Laws_and_Rules/WebLaw_2012.pdf
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/32/title32sec1251.html
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmStatutesText.aspx?article=gbo&section=14-101&ext=html&session=2016RS&tab=subject5
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2. In regard to a building or other structure, machine, equipment, process, works, system, project, or public or private utility, “practice 
engineering” includes:

i. consultation;

ii. design;

iii. evaluation;

iv. inspection of construction to ensure compliance with specifications and drawings;

v. investigation;

vi. planning; and

vii. design coordination.

3. “Practice engineering” does not include the exclusive and sole performance of nontechnical management activities.

STATE Massachusetts CITATION I-XVI-112-§81D

Definitions: 

“Practice of engineering”, any professional service or creative work requiring engineering education, training and experience and the 
application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical and engineering sciences to such professional services or creative work 
as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, design and supervision of construction for the purpose of assuring compliance with 
specifications and design, in connection with any public or private utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, works 
or projects, but it shall not include the practice of architecture, as defined in section sixty A, except that a registered professional engineer 
may do such architectural work as is incidental to his work, nor shall it include the practice of land surveying, except that a registered pro-
fessional engineer qualified in the branch of civil engineering may perform land surveying incidental to his engineering work for locating or 
relocating any of the fixed works embraced within the practice of civil engineering excluding property line determination.

A person shall be construed to practice or to offer to practice engineering who practices any branch of the profession of engineering; or who, by 
verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other way represents himself to be a professional engineer, or through the use of 
some other title implies that he is a professional engineer; or who holds himself out as able to perform, or who does perform any engineering 
service or work or any other professional service designated by the practitioner or recognized by educational authorities as engineering. The 
practice of engineering shall not include the work ordinarily performed by persons who operate, maintain or install machinery or equipment.

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXVI/Chapter112/Section81D
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STATE Michigan CITATION 339.2001 

Definitions: 

g. “Practice of professional engineering” means professional services, such as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, design, or 
review of material and completed phases of work in construction, alteration, or repair in connection with a public or private utility, structure, 
building, machine, equipment, process, work, or project, if the professional service requires the application of engineering principles or data.

STATE Minnesota CITATION 326.02

LICENSURE OR CERTIFICATION:

Subd. 3. a. Any person shall be deemed to be practicing professional engineering within the meaning of sections 326.02 to 326.15 who 
holds out as being able to perform or who does perform any technical professional service, such as planning, design or observation of 
construction for the purpose of assuring compliance with specifications and design, in connection with any public or private structures, 
buildings, utilities, machines, equipment, processes, works, or projects wherein the public welfare or the safeguarding of life, health, or 
property is concerned or involved, when such professional service requires the application of the principles of mathematics and the physi-
cal and applied engineering sciences, acquired by education or training, and by experience.

b. No person other than one licensed under sections 326.02 to 326.15 as a professional engineer may:

1. use the term “professional engineer”;

2. use any other abbreviation or term, including the initials “P.E.” or “PE” by signature, verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, 
or similar means that would lead the public to believe that the person was a professional engineer; or

3. use any means or in any other way make a representation that would lead the public to believe that the person was a professional 
engineer.

c. A professional engineering license satisfies any requirements by the state or its political subdivisions to perform any actions autho-
rized under the professional engineering license. A person licensed as a professional engineer under sections 326.02 to 326.15 shall 
only be required to obtain a license, certification, or other form of approval for a skill or service in addition to a professional engineer-
ing license if the state or political subdivision has made an affirmative written determination in statute, rule, or ordinance that such 
additional license or certification is necessary to safeguard life, health, or property, or promote the public welfare. This section does 
not preclude the state or a political subdivision from including additional requirements when soliciting public contracts for engineering 
services. This paragraph does not apply to practice areas where licenses or certifications are required prior to August 1, 2015.

Massachusetts-Michigan-Minnesota

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(kv1d01gjkejqpo3ixchca2bf))/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-act-299-of-1980.pdf
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=326.02
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=326.02
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=326.15
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=326.02
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=326.15
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=326.02
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?id=326.15


Copyright © National Society of Professional Engineers. All Rights Reserved. 16

The data in this document is current as of March 2018

STATE Mississippi CITATION §73-13-3 

Definitions: 

The term “practice of engineering” within the meaning and intent of Sections 73-13-1 through 73-13-45 shall mean any service 
or creative work the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, training, and experience in the application 
of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to such services or creative work as consultation, 
investigation, expert technical testimony, evaluation, planning, design, and design coordination of engineering works and systems, 
planning the use of land, air and water, performing engineering surveys and studies, and the review of construction for the purpose 
of monitoring compliance with drawings and specifications; any of which embraces such engineering services or work, either public 
or private, in connection with any utilities, water resources, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, 
projects, communications systems, transportation systems, industrial or consumer products or equipment of control systems; or 
engineering services or work of a communications, mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic, chemical, geotechnical (including 
geology and geohydrology incidental to the practice of engineering), geological, environmental, or thermal nature, insofar as they 
involve safeguarding life, health or property, and including such other professional services as may be necessary to the planning, 
progress and completion of any engineering services.

STATE Missouri CITATION 327.181 

Practice as professional engineer defined – use of titles, restrictions:

1. Any person practices in Missouri as a professional engineer who renders or offers to render or holds himself or herself out as willing or able 
to render any service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, training, and experience in the 
application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to such services or creative work as consultation, 
investigation, evaluation, planning and design of engineering works and systems, teaching of advanced engineering subjects or courses 
related thereto, design surveys and studies, the design coordination of services furnished by engineers and other consultants as they relate 
to engineering work, construction observation and the inspection of construction for the purpose of compliance with drawings and specifica-
tions, any of which embraces such service or work either public or private, in connection with any utilities, structures, buildings, machines, 
equipment, processes, work systems or projects and including such architectural work as is incidental to the practice of engineering; or who 
uses the title “professional engineer” or “consulting engineer” or the word “engineer” alone or preceded by any word indicating or implying 
that such person is or holds himself or herself out to be a professional engineer, or who shall use any word or words, letters, figures, de-
grees, titles or other description indicating or implying that such person is a professional engineer or is willing or able to practice engineering.

2. Professional engineers shall be in responsible charge of all engineering design of buildings, structures, products, machines, process-
es, and systems that can affect the health, safety, and welfare of the public within their scope of practice.

Mississippi-Missouri

http://www.pepls.state.ms.us/pepls/web.nsf/webpageedit/Licensure_Law_PAGE_LL_PAGE_LL/$FILE/Law2015Final%20(7%20%201%20%202015).pdf?OpenElement
http://www.moga.mo.gov/mostatutes/stathtml/32700001811.html


Copyright © National Society of Professional Engineers. All Rights Reserved. 17

The data in this document is current as of March 2018

3. Notwithstanding any provision of subsection 1 of this section, any person using the word “engineer”, “engineers”, or “engineering”, 
alone or preceded by any word, or in combination with any words, may do so without being subject to disciplinary action by the board 
so long as such use is reflective of that person’s profession or vocation and is clearly not indicating or implying that such person is 
holding himself or herself out as being a professional engineer or is willing or able to practice engineering as defined in this section.

STATE Montana CITATION 37-67-101

Definitions: 

7.a. “Practice of engineering” means: 

i. any service or creative work the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, training, and experience in the application 
of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to the services or creative work as consultation, investi-
gation, evaluation, planning and design of engineering works and systems, planning the use of water, teaching of advanced engineering 
subjects, engineering surveys, and the inspection of construction for the purpose of ensuring compliance with drawings and specifications; 

ii. any of the functions described in subsection (7)(a)(i) that embrace the services or work, either public or private, in connection with any 
utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, projects, and industrial or consumer products or equip-
ment of mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or thermal nature insofar as they involve safeguarding life, health, or property. 

b. The term includes other professional services necessary to the planning, progress, and completion of any engineering services. 

c. The term does not include the work ordinarily performed by persons who operate or maintain machinery or equipment, communication 
lines, signal circuits, electric powerlines, or pipelines.

STATE Nebraska CITATION 81-3421

Practice of engineering, defined: 

1. Practice of engineering means any service or creative work that requires engineering education, training, and experience in the ap-
plication of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences. The services may include, but not be limited 
to, planning, providing studies, designs, drawings, specifications, and other technical submissions, and administering construction 
contracts. The practice of engineering does not include the practice of architecture. 

2. A person shall be construed to practice engineering, within the meaning and intent of the Engineers and Architects Regulation Act, if he or she: 

Missouri-Montana-Nebraska

http://www.leg.mt.gov/bills/mca/title_0370/chapter_0670/part_0010/section_0010/0370-0670-0010-0010.html
https://ea.nebraska.gov/files/doc/EA_Handbook.pdf
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a. Practices any discipline of the profession of engineering or holds himself or herself out as able and entitled to practice any discipline of 
engineering; 

b. By verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, or card or in any other way, represents himself or herself to be a professional engineer; or 

c. Through the use of some other title, implies that he or she is a professional engineer or licensed under the Engineers and Architects 
Regulation Act.

STATE Nevada CITATION NRS 625.050

“Practice of professional engineering” defined: 

1. “The practice of professional engineering” includes, but is not limited to:

a. Any professional service which involves the application of engineering principles and data, such as surveying, consultation, investiga-
tion, evaluation, planning and design, or responsible supervision of construction or operation in connection with any public or private 
utility, structure, building, machine, equipment, process, work or project, wherein the public welfare or the safeguarding of life, health 
or property is concerned or involved.

b. Such other services as are necessary to the planning, progress and completion of any engineering project or to the performance of 
any engineering service.

2. The practice of engineering does not include land surveying or the work ordinarily performed by persons who operate or maintain 
machinery or equipment.

STATE New Hampshire CITATION 310-A:2 

Definitions: 

III. “ Practice of engineering’’ means any professional service or creative work requiring education, training, experience, and the applica-
tion of advanced knowledge of mathematics and physical sciences, involving the constant exercise of discretion and judgment, to 
such services or work as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, design, responsible oversight of construction, and respon-
sible oversight of operation, in connection with any public or private utilities, structure, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, 
works, or projects, wherein the public welfare, or the safeguarding of life, health, or property is concerned. 

https://www.leg.state.nv.us/NRS/NRS-625.html#NRS625Sec050
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/XXX/310-A/310-A-2.htm
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STATE New Jersey CITATION 45:8-28 

Definitions: 

a. The term “professional engineer” within the meaning and intent of this chapter shall mean a person who by reason of his special 
knowledge of the mathematical and physical sciences and the principles and methods of engineering analysis and design, acquired by 
professional education and practical experience, is qualified to practice engineering as hereinafter defined as attested by his license 
as a professional engineer.

b. The terms “practice of engineering” or “professional engineering” within the meaning and intent of this chapter shall mean any service 
or creative work the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, training, and experience and the application of 
special knowledge of the mathematical, physical and engineering sciences to such services or creative work as consultation, inves-
tigation, evaluation, planning and design of engineering works and systems, planning the use of land and water, engineering stud-
ies, and the administration of construction for the purpose of determining compliance with drawings and specifications; any of which 
embraces such services or work, either public or private, in connection with any engineering project including: utilities, structures, 
buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, projects, telecommunications, or equipment of a mechanical, electrical, 
hydraulic, pneumatic or thermal nature, insofar as they involve safeguarding life, health or property, and including such other profes-
sional services as may be necessary to the planning, progress and completion of any engineering services. The design of buildings by 
professional engineers shall be consistent with section 7 of the “Building Design Services Act,” P.L.1989, c.277 (C.45:4B-7).

 The practice of professional engineering shall not include the work ordinarily performed by persons who operate or maintain machinery 
or equipment. The provisions of this chapter shall not be construed to prevent or affect the employment of architects in connection with 
engineering projects within the scope of the act to regulate the practice of architecture and all the amendments and supplements thereto.

 A person shall be construed to practice or offer to practice engineering, within the meaning and intent of this chapter, who practices 
any branch of the profession of engineering; or who, by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other way rep-
resents himself to be a professional engineer, or through the use of some other title utilizing or including the word engineer, implies 
that he is a professional engineer; or who represents himself as able to perform, or who does perform any engineering service or work 
or any other professional service recognized by the board as professional engineering.

STATE New Mexico CITATION 61-23-3 

Definitions: 

E. “engineering”, “practice of engineering” or “engineering practice” means any creative or engineering work that requires engineering 
education, training and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical and engineering sciences 

New Jersey-New Mexico

http://lis.njleg.state.nj.us/nxt/gateway.dll?f=templates&fn=default.htm&vid=Publish:10.1048/Enu
http://www.sblpes.state.nm.us/uploads/FileLinks/3a22dfad719d4b208229a6ac3d17b69c/2012_NM_Engineering_and_Surveying_Practice_Act_2013___WEBSITE_1.pdf


Copyright © National Society of Professional Engineers. All Rights Reserved. 20

The data in this document is current as of March 2018

to such creative work as consultation, investigation, forensic investigation, evaluation, planning and design of engineering works and 
systems, expert technical testimony, engineering studies and the review of construction for the purpose of assuring substantial compli-
ance with drawings and specifications; any of which embrace such creative work, either public or private, in connection with any utili-
ties, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, projects and industrial or consumer products or equipment 
of a mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, chemical, pneumatic, environmental or thermal nature, insofar as they involve safeguarding life, 
health or property, and including such other professional services as may be necessary to the planning, progress and completion of 
any engineering work. The “practice of engineering” may include the use of photogrammetric methods to derive topographical and 
other data. The “practice of engineering” does not include responsibility for the supervision of construction, site conditions, operations, 
equipment, personnel or the maintenance of safety in the work place.

STATE New York CITATION §7201

Definition of practice of engineering: 

The practice of the profession of engineering is defined as performing professional service such as consultation, investigation, evaluation, 
planning, design or supervision of construction or operation in connection with any utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, 
processes, works, or projects wherein the safeguarding of life, health and property is concerned, when such service or work requires the 
application of engineering principles and data.

STATE North Carolina CITATION § 89C-3 

Definitions: 

6. Practice of Engineering

a. Any service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, training, and experience, in the 
application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to such services or creative work as con-
sultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, and design of engineering works and systems, planning the use of land and water, 
engineering surveys, and the observation of construction for the purposes of assuring compliance with drawings and specifications, in-
cluding the consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, and design for either private or public use, in connection with any utilities, 
structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, projects, and industrial or consumer products or equipment of a 
mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic or thermal nature, insofar as they involve safeguarding life, health or property, and includ-
ing such other professional services as may be necessary to the planning, progress and completion of any engineering services. 

New Mexico-New York-North Carolina

http://www.op.nysed.gov/prof/pels/article145.htm#sect7201
http://www.ncbels.org/rules/Chapter_89C%20thru%202015%20Session%20Laws.pdf
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 A person shall be construed to practice or offer to practice engineering, within the meaning and intent of this Chapter, who practic-
es any branch of the profession of engineering; or who, by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other way 
represents the person to be a professional engineer, or through the use of some other title implies that the person is a professional 
engineer or that the person is licensed under this Chapter; or who holds the person out as able to perform, or who does perform any 
engineering service or work not exempted by this Chapter, or any other service designated by the practitioner which is recognized as 
engineering.

b. The term “practice of engineering” shall not be construed to permit the location, description, establishment or reestablishment of proper-
ty lines or descriptions of land boundaries for conveyance. The term does not include the assessment of an underground storage tank 
required by applicable rules at closure or change in service unless there has been a discharge or release of the product from the tank.

STATE North Dakota CITATION 43-19.1-02

Definitions: 

7. “Practice of engineering and practice of professional engineering” means any service or creative work, the adequate performance of 
which requires engineering education, training, and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, 
and engineering sciences to such services or creative work as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning and design of engi-
neering works and systems, engineering teaching of advanced engineering subjects or courses related thereto, engineering surveys, 
and the inspection of construction for the purpose of assuring compliance with drawings and specifications; any of which embraces 
such service or work, either public or private, in connection with any utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, 
work systems, or projects as are incidental to the practice of engineering. A person must be construed to practice or offer to practice 
engineering if the person practices any branch of the profession of engineering; if the person, by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, 
letterhead, card, or in any other way represents that the person is an engineer and is able to practice engineering in this state if the 
person through the use of some other title implies that the person is an engineer or that the person is registered under this chapter; or 
if the person holds out as able to perform, or does perform any engineering service or work or any other service that is recognized as 
engineering, for a valuable consideration for others, including the public at large. 

STATE Ohio CITATION 4733.01

Professional engineer and professional surveyor definitions: 

E. “The practice of engineering” includes any professional service, such as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, design, or 
inspection of construction or operation for the purpose of assuring compliance with drawings or specifications in connection with any 

http://legis.nd.gov/cencode/t43c19-1.pdf
http://www.peps.ohio.gov/4733/473301.aspx
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public or privately owned public utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, works, or projects in the proper ren-
dering of which the qualifications of section 4733.11 of the Revised Code are required to protect the public welfare or to safeguard life, 
health, or property.

STATE Oklahoma CITATION §59-475.2

Definitions: 

4. . “Practice of engineering” means any service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, 
training and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical and engineering sciences to such 
services or creative work as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning and design of engineering works and systems, planning 
the engineering use of land and water, teaching of advanced engineering subjects or courses related thereto, engineering research, 
engineering surveys, engineering studies, and the inspection or review of construction for the purposes of assuring compliance with 
drawings and specifications; any of which embraces such services or work, either public or private, in connection with any utilities, 
structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, projects, communication systems, transportation systems and 
industrial or consumer products or equipment of a mechanical, electrical, chemical, environmental, hydraulic, pneumatic, thermal, 
control system or communications nature, insofar as they involve safeguarding life, health or property, and including such other profes-
sional services as may be necessary to the design review and integration of a multidiscipline work, planning, progress and completion 
of any engineering services.

 Design review and integration includes the design review and integration of those technical submissions prepared by others, including 
as appropriate and without limitation, engineers, architects, landscape architects, land surveyors, and other professionals working 
under the direction of the engineer.  The definition of design review and integration by engineers does not restrict the services other 
licensed professional disciplines are authorized to offer or perform by statute or regulation.

 Engineering surveys include all survey activities required to support the sound conception, planning, design, construction, mainte-
nance and operation of engineered projects, but exclude the surveying of real property for the establishment of land boundaries, 
rights-of-way, easements and the dependent or independent surveys or resurveys of the public land survey system.

 A person or entity shall be construed to practice or offer to practice engineering, within the meaning and intent of Section 475.1 et seq. 
of this title who does any of the following:  practices any branch of the profession of engineering; by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, 
letterhead, card or in any other way represents such person to be a professional engineer, through the use of some other title implies 
that any person is a professional engineer or is licensed or qualified under Section 475.1 et seq. of this title; or who represents qualifi-
cations or ability to perform or who does practice engineering.

http://www.oklegislature.gov/osStatuesTitle.aspx
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STATE Oregon CITATION 672.005

Additional definitions: 

1. “Practice of engineering” or “practice of professional engineering” means doing any of the following:

a. Performing any professional service or creative work requiring engineering education, training and experience.

b. Applying special knowledge of the mathematical, physical and engineering sciences to such professional services or creative work as 
consultation, investigation, testimony, evaluation, planning, design and services during construction, manufacture or fabrication for the 
purpose of ensuring compliance with specifications and design, in connection with any public or private utilities, structures, buildings, 
machines, equipment, processes, works or projects.

c. Surveying to determine area or topography.

d. Surveying to establish lines, grades or elevations, or to determine or estimate quantities of materials required, removed or in place.

e. Surveying required for design and construction layout of engineering and architectural infrastructure.

f. Performing photogrammetric mapping.

STATE Oregon CITATION 672.007

Acts constituting practice of engineering, land surveying or photogrammetric mapping:

1. A person is practicing or offering to practice engineering if the person:

a. By verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card or in any other way implies that the person is or purports to be a registered profes-
sional engineer;

b. Through the use of some other title implies that the person is an engineer or a registered professional engineer; or

c. Purports to be able to perform, or who does perform, any service or work that is defined by ORS 672.005 as the practice of engineering.

https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors672.html
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/bills_laws/ors/ors672.html
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STATE Pennsylvania CITATION Section 2

Definitions: 

a. 1. “Practice of Engineering” shall mean the application of the mathematical and physical sciences for the design of public or private 
buildings, structures, machines, equipment, processes, works or engineering systems, and the consultation, investigation, evaluation, 
engineering surveys, construction management, planning and inspection in connection therewith, the performance of the foregoing 
acts and services being prohibited to persons who are not licensed under this act as professional engineers unless exempt under 
other provisions of this act.

2. The term “Practice of Engineering” shall also mean and include related acts and services that may be performed by other qualified 
persons, including but not limited to, municipal planning, incidental landscape architecture, teaching, construction, maintenance and 
research but licensure under this act to engage in or perform any such related acts and services shall not be required.

3. The foregoing shall not be deemed to include the practice of architecture as such, for which separate registration is required under the 
provisions of the act of July 12, 1919 (P.L.933, No.369), entitled “An act to regulate the practice of architecture in the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania by providing for the examination and registration of architects by a State Board of Examiners; defining the power and 
duties of said board of examiners; and providing penalties for the violation of this act,” excepting only architectural work incidental to 
the “practice of engineering.”

4. The “Practice of Engineering” shall not preclude the practice of the sciences which shall include but not be limited to: soil science, 
geology, physics and chemistry.

TERRITORY Puerto Rico CITATION § 711b

Professional Practice: 

(a) Practice of engineering or architecture. -- Comprises the rendering of any professional work or the execution of any work of a 
creative nature whose completion requires the knowledge, training and experience of an engineer or architect. It includes the 
application of special knowledge of the physical sciences, mathematics, and engineering or architecture for rendering such 
professional services or executing such works of a creative nature as may be required in any work involving consulting, studies, 
research, appraisals, drawing up of blueprints, measurements, inspections and supervision of works under construction, in order 
to ensure compliance with the specifications and the proper execution of the projected works in relation to any public or private 
works, facilities, machinery, industrial procedures and methods, equipment systems and works of a technical nature in engineer-
ing or architecture.

http://www.dos.pa.gov/ProfessionalLicensing/BoardsCommissions/EngineersLandSurveyorsandGeologists/Documents/Board%20Documents/Board%20Document%20-%20Law.pdf
http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/lawsofpuertorico/
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STATE Rhode Island CITATION § 5-8-2

Definitions: 

f. 1. “Practice of engineering” means any service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, 
training, and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to services 
or creative work such as consultation, investigation, evaluation surveys, planning and design of engineering systems, and the super-
vision of construction for the purpose of assuring compliance with specifications; and embracing those services or work in connection 
with any public or private utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work, or projects in which the public welfare 
or the safeguarding of life, health, or property is concerned.

2. Any person shall be construed to practice or offer to practice engineering, within the meaning and intent of this chapter, who:

i. Practices any branch of the profession of engineering;

ii. By verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other way represents himself or herself to be an engineer, or through 
the use of some other title implies that he or she is an engineer or that he or she is registered under this chapter; or

iii. Holds himself or herself out as able to perform, or who does perform any engineering service or work or any other service designated 
by the practitioner or recognized as engineering.

STATE South Carolina CITATION 40-22-20 

Definitions: 

25. ‘Practice of engineering’ means any service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, 
training, and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to such 
services or creative work as commissioning, consultation, investigation, expert technical testimony, evaluation, design and design 
coordination of engineering works and systems, design for development and use of land and water, performing engineering surveys 
and studies, and the review of construction for the purpose of monitoring compliance with drawings and specifications, any of which 
embraces such services or work, either public or private, in connection with any utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, 
processes, work systems projects, and industrial or consumer products or equipment of control systems, chemical, communications, 
mechanical, electrical, environmental, hydraulic, pneumatic, or thermal nature, insofar as they involve safeguarding life, health, or 
property, and including such other professional services as may be necessary to the planning, progress, and completion of any engi-
neering services. The mere execution, as a contractor, of work designed by a professional engineer or supervision of the construction 
of such work as a foreman or superintendent is not considered the practice of engineering. A person must be construed to practice or 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/Statutes/title5/5-8/5-8-2.HTM
http://www.llr.state.sc.us/POL/Engineers/PDF_Files/Ratified_Bill_2016.pdf
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offer to practice engineering, within the meaning and intent of this chapter who:

a. practices any branch of the profession or discipline of engineering; 

b. by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other way represents himself to be a professional engineer or through 
the use of some other title implies that he is a professional engineer or that he is licensed under this chapter; or 

c. holds himself out as able to perform or does perform any engineering service or work or any other professional service designated by 
the practitioner or which is recognized as engineering.

STATE South Dakota CITATION 36-18A-3 

“Practice of engineering,” “design coordination” and “engineering studies” defined:

For the purposes of this chapter, the term, practice of engineering, means the practice or offering to practice of any service or creative 
work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, training, and experience in the application of special knowledge 
of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to such services or creative work. Such service or work includes consultation; 
investigation; evaluation; planning; design; and design coordination of engineering works and systems; planning the use of land and water; 
land-use studies; teaching of advanced engineering design subjects; performing engineering studies; and the review or observation of 
construction for the purpose to determine whether the work is in general accordance with drawings, specifications, and other technical 
submissions. Any such service or work, either public or private, may be in connection with any utilities, structures, buildings, machines, 
equipment, processes, work systems, projects, and industrial or consumer products, or equipment of a mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, 
pneumatic, or thermal nature, insofar as they involve safeguarding life, health, or property, and including such other professional services 
as are necessary to the planning, progress, and completion of any engineering services.

For the purposes of this section, the term, design coordination, includes the review and coordination of those technical submissions pre-
pared by others, including consulting engineers, architects, landscape architects, land surveyors, and other professionals working under 
the direction of the engineer. The term, engineering studies, includes all activities required to support the sound conception, planning, 
design, construction, maintenance, and operation of engineered projects, but excludes the surveying of real property for the establishment 
of land boundaries, rights-of-way, easement exhibits relating to land boundaries, and the dependent or independent surveys or resurveys 
of the public land survey system.

A person is construed to practice or offer to practice engineering if the person practices any branch of the profession of engineering, if the 
person, by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other way represents himself or herself to be a professional engi-
neer, or if the person through the use of some other title implies that the person is a professional engineer or that the person is licensed 
under these provisions, or if the person holds himself or herself out as able to perform or does perform any engineering service or work or 
any other service designated by the practitioner which is recognized as engineering

http://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=36-18A
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STATE Tennessee CITATION 62-2-105 

Definitions: 

c. A person is construed to practice (or offer to practice) engineering, architecture or landscape architecture who, by verbal claim, sign, 
advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other way, represents such person to be an architect, engineer or landscape architect, with 
or without qualifying adjective, or through the use of some other title implies that the person is an architect, engineer or landscape 
architect.

STATE Texas CITATION §1001.003

Practice of Engineering: 

a. In this section: 

1. “Design coordination” includes the review and coordination of technical submissions prepared by others, including the work of other 
professionals working with or under the direction of an engineer with professional regard for the ability of each professional involved in 
a multidisciplinary effort. 

2. “Engineering survey” includes any survey activity required to support the sound conception, planning, design, construction, mainte-
nance, or operation of an engineered project. The term does not include the surveying of real property or other activity regulated under 
Chapter 1071. 

b. In this chapter, “practice of engineering” means the performance of or an offer or attempt to perform any public or private service or 
creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, training, and experience in applying special knowl-
edge or judgment of the mathematical, physical, or engineering sciences to that service or creative work. 

c. The practice of engineering includes: 

1. consultation, investigation, evaluation, analysis, planning, engineering for program management, providing an expert engineering 
opinion or testimony, engineering for testing or evaluating materials for construction or other engineering use, and mapping; 

2. design, conceptual design, or conceptual design coordination of engineering works or systems; 

3. development or optimization of plans and specifications for engineering works or systems;

4. planning the use or alteration of land or water or the design or analysis of works or systems for the use or alteration of land or water; 

https://tn.gov/assets/entities/commerce/attachments/Arch_Law.pdf
http://www.engineers.texas.gov/downloads/lawrules.pdf
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5. responsible charge of engineering teaching or the teaching of engineering; 

6. performing an engineering survey or study; 

7. engineering for construction, alteration, or repair of real property; 

8. engineering for preparation of an operating or maintenance manual; 

9. engineering for review of the construction or installation of engineered works to monitor compliance with drawings or specifications; 

10. a service, design, analysis, or other work performed for a public or private entity in connection with a utility, structure, building, ma-
chine, equipment, process, system, work, project, or industrial or consumer product or equipment of a mechanical, electrical, electron-
ic, chemical, hydraulic, pneumatic, geotechnical, or thermal nature; or 

11. providing an engineering opinion or analysis related to a certificate of merit under Chapter 150, Civil Practice and Remedies Code; or 

12. any other professional service necessary for the planning, progress, or completion of an engineering service.

TERRITORY US Virgin Islands CITATION 27 V.I.C. § 282

 The practice of engineering means any service or creative work of an engineer, as defined above, the adequate performance of 
which requires engineering education, training, and experience in the application of special knowledge of mathematical, physical, and 
engineering science to such services or creative work as consultation, investigation, evaluations, survey, planning, and designing of 
engineering systems and supervision or inspection of construction for the purpose of assuring compliance with the design and plans. 
Any graduate civil engineer from a recognized college or university is hereby included in the practice of land surveying as defined in 
subsection (h) of this section.

STATE Utah CITATION 58-22-102

Definitions: 

9. a. “Professional engineering or the practice of engineering” means a service or creative work, the adequate performance of which re-
quires engineering education, training, and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engi-
neering sciences to the service or creative work as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, design, and design coordination of 
engineering works and systems, planning the use of land and water, facility programming, performing engineering surveys and studies, 

http://www.lexisnexis.com/hottopics/vicode/
http://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title58/Chapter22/C58-22-S102_1800010118000101.pdf
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and the review of construction for the purpose of monitoring compliance with drawings and specifications; any of which embraces these 
services or work, either public or private, in connection with any utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work 
systems, projects, and industrial or consumer products or equipment of a mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic, or thermal nature, 
and including other professional services as may be necessary to the planning, progress, and completion of any engineering services. 

 b. The practice of professional engineering does not include the practice of architecture as defined in Section 58-3a-102, but a 
licensed professional engineer may perform architecture work as is incidental to the practice of engineering.

STATE Vermont CITATION § 1161

Definitions: 

2. “Professional engineering” means any service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, 
training, and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences and the prin-
ciples and methods of engineering analysis and design acquired by engineering education and engineering experience, insofar as the 
service or work involves safeguarding life, health, or property. This includes consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, and design 
of engineering works and systems, planning the use of land, air, and water and accomplishing engineering surveys and studies, any of 
which embraces such services or work, either public or private, in connection with any utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equip-
ment, processes, work systems, control systems, fire protection systems, communication systems, transportation systems, projects, and 
equipment systems of a mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic, chemical, or thermal nature.

STATE Virginia CITATION § 54.1-400

Definitions: 

The “practice of engineering” means any service wherein the principles and methods of engineering are applied to, but are not necessarily 
limited to, the following areas: consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning and design of public or private utilities, structures, ma-
chines, equipment, processes, transportation systems and work systems, including responsible administration of construction contracts. 
The term “practice of engineering” shall not include the service or maintenance of existing electrical or mechanical systems.

http://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/section/26/020/01161
http://law.lis.virginia.gov/vacode/title54.1/chapter4/section54.1-400/
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STATE Washington CITATION 18.43.020

Definitions: 

5. a.“Practice of engineering” means any professional service or creative work requiring engineering education, training, and experience and the 
application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical, and engineering sciences to such professional services or creative work as 
consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning, design, and supervision of construction for the purpose of assuring compliance with specifica-
tions and design, in connection with any public or private utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, works, or projects.

 b. A person shall be construed to practice or offer to practice engineering, within the meaning and intent of this chapter, who practices 
any branch of the profession of engineering; or who, by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, or in any other way rep-
resents himself or herself to be a professional engineer, or through the use of some other title implies that he or she is a professional 
engineer; or who holds himself or herself out as able to perform, or who does perform, any engineering service or work or any other 
professional service designated by the practitioner or recognized by educational authorities as engineering.

 c. The practice of engineering does not include the work ordinarily performed by persons who operate or maintain machinery or equipment.

STATE West Virginia CITATION §30-13-3

Definitions: 

e. “Practice of engineering” means any service or creative work, the adequate performance of which requires engineering education, 
training and experience in the application of special knowledge of the mathematical, physical and engineering sciences to such ser-
vices or creative work as consultation, investigation, evaluation, planning and design of engineering works and systems; planning the 
use of land and water; teaching of advanced engineering subjects, engineering surveys and studies; and the review of construction for 
the purpose of assuring compliance with drawings and specifications any of which embraces such services or work, either public or 
private, in connection with any utilities, structures, buildings, machines, equipment, processes, work systems, projects and industrial 
or consumer products or equipment of a mechanical, electrical, hydraulic, pneumatic or thermal nature, insofar as they involve safe-
guarding life, health or property, and including such other professional services as may be necessary to the planning, progress and 
completion of any engineering services. Engineering surveys include all survey activities required to support the sound conception, 
planning, design, construction, maintenance and operation of engineered projects.

 Any person who practices any branch of the profession of engineering or who, by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card or 
in any other way represents himself or herself to be a professional engineer, or by using another title implies that he or she is a profes-
sional engineer or that he or she is registered under this article or who holds himself or herself out as able to perform, or who performs 
any engineering service or work or any other service designated by the practitioner which is recognized as engineering, is considered 
to practice or offer to practice engineering within the meaning and intent of this article.

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=18.43.020
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/WVCODE/Code.cfm?chap=30&art=13#13
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STATE Wisconsin CITATION 443.01

Definitions: 

6. “Practice of professional engineering” includes any professional service requiring the application of engineering principles and data, in 
which the public welfare or the safeguarding of life, health or property is concerned and involved, such as consultation, investigation, 
evaluation, planning, design, or responsible supervision of construction, alteration, or operation, in connection with any public or pri-
vate utilities, structures, projects, bridges, plants and buildings, machines, equipment, processes and works. A person offers to prac-
tice professional engineering if the person by verbal claim, sign, advertisement, letterhead, card or in any other way represents himself 
or herself to be a professional engineer; or who through the use of some other title implies that he or she is a professional engineer; or 
who holds himself or herself out as able to practice professional engineering.

STATE Wyoming CITATION 33-29-201

Definitions: 

vii. “Practice of professional engineering” means performing for others or offering to perform for others any “professional service” or “pro-
fessional creative work” requiring engineering education, training and experience and special knowledge of mathematics, physics and 
engineering sciences. An individual performs “a professional service” or “professional creative work” in the practice of professional 
engineering if he:

A. Represents himself to be a professional engineer by sign, advertisement, letterhead, card, verbal claim or any other manner;

B. Quotes a fee for a professional engineering service;

C. Executes a contract or agreement for a professional engineering service;

D. Teaches upper division engineering design subjects as a professional engineer at a college or university;

E. Performs research investigations as a professional engineer;

F. Testifies as an expert in professional engineering; or

G. Holds himself out as able to perform or does perform, as a professional engineer, any similar service defined by board rule as the prac-
tice of professional engineering.

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/443.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BwJ9TTkaa31Ld3pKaTdKb1dXakE/edit

