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To Whom it May Concern,

Consideration of IPALA Membership

The International Pediatric Academic Leaders’ Association (IPALA) is a new organization with a mission to enable collaboration, support, enrichment and value to those involved in teaching, education, research and leadership in child health and global child health. Listed below are some of the benefits of belonging to IPALA. 

I would encourage all relevant people to consider membership. If you are a Departmental or Unit Head, please consider joining up as a Department, where 5 people can be added under a Departmental subscription. Members will find the collegiality and tailored programs strengthen their professional work and outputs, as well as contributing to this global-facing enterprise that seeks to enhance the standards and functioning of pediatricians, pediatric education and research world-wide.

IPALA Membership benefits

· IPALA is a new organization whose mission is to harness the energy and commitment of pediatric leaders to promote international collaboration in pediatrics and child health through fostering excellence in education, research and clinical practice, drawing on the global expertise of leaders in the field. We urge you to consider joining us in achieving this mission. 
· Becoming a member of IPALA connects individuals with the global child health academic community. Many academics, particularly in the relatively small discipline of pediatrics, feel somewhat isolated from other like-minded colleagues, particularly at the global level. Joining IPALA enables members to build connections with others.
· Members of IPALA contribute to and shape how we achieve our mission through their contributions to our education, training and research programs. Our leadership academy and education committee offer tremendous opportunity to enhance the success of our global academic pediatric community.
· Becoming a member of IPALA enables the members to actively contribute to this mission and shape it, to be involved in governance by sitting on the committees of IPALA and so assist in driving forward improvements and value in training, research matters and collegiality for the global pediatric workforce. 
· Do you wish to assist and contribute to pediatric training programs in different counties and regions? Becoming a member is a rewarding opportunity for educators to link with other global educators and assist and contribute to pediatric training programs globally.
· Members of IPALA provide a base of potential collaborators for global initiatives in research education and workforce development. 
· Membership in IPALA offers opportunities for aspiring leaders to connect with mentors and colleagues as they develop their careers or as they seek advice on addressing challenges in their work. 
· If you wish to meet with other globally-focused pediatricians at conferences and workshops, membership of IPALA can facilitate such meetings. IPALA holds a satellite meeting at each IPA Congress, and will conduct meetings between each IPA Congress. As a member you will receive advance notification of these meetings and the opportunity for active involvement.
· As an IPALA member, you will receive a quarterly newsletter which will keep you up to date on, global pediatric academic matters. This newsletter will also allow members to publicize important academic events at their institutions..
· Most importantly, membership in IPALA enables your expertise and ideas to be shared within the global academic pediatric community.  As a member you will be able to bring your experience and expertise to this global community, to the benefit of all.

Professor Kevin Forsyth
President, IPALA
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