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Aside from the basic bow and
arrow setup, optics are the archer’s
most important piece of equipment.
They are used to find distant game
while stalking or scouting, to size up
an animal right below a tree-stand, to
double-check the location of the 10-
ring while participating in summer 3-
D tournaments, and in the case of
rangefinders, to determine the exact
range before every bowhunting shot.
It’s difficult to imagine a customer
owning a bow but not also owning
appropriate optics. Optics and hunt-
ing go hand in hand. Stocking quality
glass in every price point range
assures that your archery customers
are able to find something they need,
that they can afford, when they make
the decision to purchase or upgrade a
binocular or rangefinder.

Binoculars and rangefinders

come in a myriad of models and con-
figurations, filling every hunting
niche and budget. The most recent
trend seems to be leaning toward
higher-end models, as today’s
bowhunters grow older and possess
more disposable income and become
more savvy, willing to spend more to
make the best of limited hunting
time. Buying the best assures years of
trouble-free use, iron-clad warranties
and better performance. If a cus-
tomer is more than the occasional
weekend warrior, take the time to
explain the benefits of higher-end
models. Of course, there are budget
models for those willing to be more
careful with their gear. 

Optics of any class constitute big-
ticket items relative to a customer’s
income level. Many will want to put
them on a charge card while others

will be interested in  layaway or “90-
days same as cash” arrangements you
may be able to offer.

Binoculars were once easily
pigeon-holed into East or West cate-
gories, but lines have blurred as more
bowhunters discover the advantages
of large-objective lenses once
thought as the realm of mountain
stalkers only. High-quality, large-
objective binoculars gather more
light, reveal a shooter buck at the
edge of legal shooting light while used
on stand, and are worlds more steady
than the shirt-pocket models stand
hunters might have chosen in the
past. The difference in East and West
might be magnification chosen by
archers of various regions. While
bowhunting whitetail from stands I
choose something like a 8x32. They’re
less burdensome, yet provide good

Nikon has come onto
the hunting binocular
scene with good yet
affordable glass such as
the Monarch, shown here
with Realtree camo finish.

By Patrick Meitin
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light transmission in low light. Out
West, bowhunting mulies or elk or
bear, I carry 10x40s or 10x42, to glass
distances much farther, and because
I might sit behind them for hours in
search of game. 

Even manufacturers whose prod-
uct lines once consisted of little but
budget-priced compact optics are
beginning to introduce solid roof
prism designs in the 8x40 to 10x42
class. I never thought I would see the
day of $500 mid-range glass, or a
$2,000 top end for that matter, but
who could ever have envisioned
$40,000 pickup trucks?  For more cus-
tomer satisfaction, for fewer returns,
sticking to the mid to upper echelon
glass promises fewer headaches. With
optics you get what you pay for. 

Here’s what’s new and exciting on
the optics scene.

Alpen Outdoor 
Rainer Binoculars

For a relative newcomer, Alpen
has made a big impact on the optics
community, offering affordable, yet
quality binoculars. All-new for 2006,
the Rainer line is a prime example.
They include a rugged magnesium
body covered in sure-grip, comfort-
able textured rubber. The body holds
ultra-precision ground and polished
optical elements to provide premium
performance. An exclusive UBX
multi-layer coating allows maximum
light transfer, with extra-large BaK-4
prisms with SHR metallic and PXA
phase coatings for added brightness,
clarity and color fidelity. The large-

diameter lens allow for enhanced
field of view and eye relief. The “A-
lock” diopter system allows cus-
tomers to set and lock eye pieces to
desired settings, while eye cups twist
up and lock for use with or without
eye glasses. They are tightly O-ring
sealed and nitrogen filled to ensure
100 percent water- and fogproof per-
formance. One and a half turns takes
users from the closest focus setting to
infinity. They are tripod adaptable
and include a removable neck strap
system. Look for Rainer binoculars in
steady 8x42 or 10x42 configurations.   

Digital Binoculars
One of Alpen’s newest line of

binoculars enables the user to view
the compass direction, temperature
and time through an external LCD
screen, on top of receiving a sharp,
clear image while glassing. There are
three models to choose from: two
compact models with 8x28 and 10x28
configurations, as well as a full size
waterproof 10x42 roof prism model.
All have rubber armor and are backed
by Alpen’s lifetime factory warranty.
Compact models retail for less than
$100; full sized for less than $200.

Shasta Range Binoculars
Due to customer demand Alpen’s

popular Shasta Range Compact
Waterproof Binocular Line now
includes a new eye-cup system for
2006, a full twist-up
design that replaces the
previous pull-up system.
They are available in 8x26

and 10x26, binoculars with fully
multi-coated, BaK-4 optical system.
They have long eye relief for eye-glass
wearers, and are fully waterproof and
nitrogen filled for fogproof assurance.
They also include complete rubber
armoring over a case that has been
ergonomically styled for comfort.
They include Alpen’s lifetime warran-
ty, all for less than $200.

Contact Alpen Outdoor Corpora-
tion, 10329 Dorset St., Rancho
Cucamonga, CA 91730; (909) 987-
8370; www.alpenoutdoor.com.

Brunton 
Brunton is no newcomer to the

hunting industry, establishing itself
as a name to be counted on for
ruggedness and dependability in out-
door gear. The optics line is all new
for 2006 and has models at every
price point.

Epoch Binoculars
Brunton says Epoch contains the

highest grade, most advanced glass
available to the industry plus this
high-end model has a magnesium
alloy frame for ruggedness. The
Variable Speed Focus System allows
customers to acquire targets with
minimum twisting of the focusing
wheel. All include the finest lens coat-
ings and SF prism glass for perfect
color transmission and minimum
image aberration. They are protected

These Shasta Range 
compacts from Alpen
Outdoor have been
improved with
twist-up eyecups.

At right, the Epoch
Zoom  model from
Brunton offers 8 to 15
power.
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by ergonomic rubber coating to take
hard knocks, and are nitrogen filled
to be fog free. The lenses have also
been coated with an anti-fogging
compound for wet conditions; mak-
ing them 100 percent water- and fog-
proof. 

The locking, multi-step eye relief
system and locking diopter adjust-
ment makes these models compati-
ble to any user, including those wear-
ing eyeglasses. All Epoch binoculars

are covered by Brunton’s HALO
unlimited lifetime warranty.
Available accessories include split
shoulder harness, neck strap, leather
soft case and X-Triad tripod adapter.
X2 Field Scopes (retail $280) allows
customers to quickly convert Epoch
binoculars to a spotting scope by
removing the left eye cup and screw-
ing the 7-ounce doubler into place.  

The Epoch Zoom allows cus-
tomers 8- to 15-power options in a
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Optics Room,Viewing Platform    
Arural Pennsylvania dealer has

carved out a niche as the best
place in that part of the state

to compare and buy precision optics.
The family owned business, Lost
Creek Shoe Shop, was established 23
years ago to sell footwear, then
expanded into tack for the many
horse lovers in the Mifflintown area.
David Troyer said his father, Aden,
added binoculars 12 years ago
because he couldn’t find a good
place to buy a pair of high-end
binoculars he wanted for bird watch-
ing. More recently, the “shoe” store
has expanded with Rocky clothing in
both camouflage and the solid colors
preferred by farmers and others who
work outdoors for a living.

Today hunters and other nature
lovers will drive hundreds of miles to
shop in the “optics room” at Lost
Creek, where more than 100 pairs of
binoculars are out of the box and
ready to be pulled down, handled
and looked through. If you don’t see
what you like there, the staff has
more inventory still stored in the
boxes.

Spotting scopes are also ready
for use, set up on tripods so they can
be taken outdoors for viewing. Prices
range up to $3,400 for one of the
store’s specialties, “Spotters” that are
assembled from a pair of high-power
spotting scopes from Kahles or
Swarovski, joined on a custom base.
Who would need such powerful
optics? David said some of the gun
clubs in the area hold 1,000 yard
matches, and you need pretty good
optics to see the bullet holes when

you practice or compete at that
range. Southeastern Pennsylvania
has many mountain ridges and
sometimes the rifle hunters are
shooting from ridge to ridge.
Spotting game at that distance, and
then following signals from your
buddy so you can climb down, up,
and find the deer, also demands high
power optics mounted on a steady
tripod. Bird watchers who get into
viewing shore birds and waterfowl
often need powerful spotting scopes,
David said, and the store stocks the
swing-away brackets that allow you
to switch from viewing to capturing
distant images with a digital camera.

David told ArrowTrade’s editor
the outdoor viewing platform
behind the store has been invaluable
in helping to sell people on the
advantages of owning fine binocu-
lars and spotting scopes. The store
stocks models from Swarovski, Leica,
Zeiss, Kahles, Minox, Bushnell, Swift
and Nikon. “It doesn’t matter where
you buy them, you should try them
outdoors,” David Troyer said. “At
Cabela’s, they’ll have this much
inventory and more, but you’ll be
trying them out indoors.” 

The optics room at Lost Creek
Shoe Shop opens onto a covered,
fenced deck. The floor is cement,
because the wood the store started
with offered too much vibration.
Sturdy wooden benches and tables
face in three directions, and signs
have been mounted on the outbuild-
ings and trees so you know how far
away you’re looking. “If you go out
there today,” David told me on a

sunny February morning, “all the
binoculars in this room are going to
perform well. It’s in the extreme con-
ditions, the overcast, drizzly days or
when dusk is coming on, that the
better binoculars will stand out in
brightness and in color transmis-
sion.” True colors are something
birders are really interested in.
Hunters are keen on binoculars that
deliver high contrast and a bright
picture, though naturally brighter
images are a function not just of the
quality of the glass and the coatings,
but of the size of the objective lens
and its relationship to the power.

Since not all bird watchers are in
favor of hunting, David likes to find
out the customer’s interests early on
in an exchange so he doesn’t make a
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single 32-ounce unit, with optical
perfection at all magnification set-
tings. The 25-ounce Full-Sized Epoch
is available in 10.5x23 and 8.5x43,
while the Compact line includes a 13-
ounce 8x21 with all Epoch features
included. Retail prices range from
$670 to $1,900, and different models
are offered in camo or black finishes.

Eterna Binoculars
Eterna from Brunton provides a

feature-packed, rugged alloy-framed
binocular at a mid-level price. These
have BaK-4 prism glass, full phase
internal coatings, Emerald Fire lens
coating, nitrogen fill and ergonomic
rubber armor protection to make
them water and fogproof, all for $250
to $600 retail. They also include
multi-step eye relief system and are
tripod adaptable for steady glassing
over the long haul. They include neo-
prene Bino Glove lens covers and

neck strap, and a limited lifetime war-
ranty. Included in the line are the 32-
ounce 15x51 High Power, 28-ounce
8x45 and 11x45 Full Size, 25-ounce
8x32 and 10x32 Mid Sized, and 12-
ounce 8x25 and 10x25 Compact. 

Echo Binoculars
While Echo binoculars include

BaK-4 prism glass, Emerald Fire full
multi-coating, twist-up eye relief sys-
tem, nitrogen fill, ergonomic body

     Boost This Dealer’s Sales

remark they might find offensive. “A
lot of birders hunt, but not all do.
And a lot of birders who don’t hunt,
don’t have anything against hunting,
but some do.” It helps that members
of the Troyer family include both
avid hunters and avid bird watchers,
sometimes one and the same.

Finding the person’s interest
helps staff steer them toward models
that fill the bill. A naturalist who
wants to view butterflies and flowers
will want something with close
focus, while someone who only
hunts won’t care about that feature.
David said he also asks early on if the
people have a brand preference,
which is one way of qualifying how
much they expect to spend. If the

person has no brand in mind, he’ll
ask for a price range so he’s not
showing a $1,800 pair of binoculars
to someone expecting to spend $100.
I’d assumed everything here was
high-end, but David said they have a
few models down to $39. Someone
shopping for a inexpensive gift or
just looking for something they can
use to see if the mailbox flag is still
up won’t be embarrassed when they
stop in this specialty retailer.

In addition to binoculars and
spotting scopes, the optics room at
Lost Creek Shoe Shop has tripods
ranging up to $300, window mounts,
and a limited selection of rifle
scopes. And its staff has the knowl-
edge to recommend what’s going to

work best for a particular applica-
tion, and a low-pressure approach
I’m sure customers appreciate. I
watched David spend a few minutes
with a photography buff interested
in a quality spotting scope. David
urged him to bring his camera back
with him, so they could make sure
whatever model he bought would
allow him to quickly switch between
viewing and “digi-scoping.”

When that customer returns,
you can bet that David, his younger
brother or his father will take him
out on the viewing platform. As
David said, “That back porch is
where the selling occurs.”

Tim Dehn

We’re grateful to Larry Wise, our Coaching
and Tuning Columnist, for introducing us to
his Amish friends at Lost Creek Shoe Shop.
That’s Larry on the viewing platform (far left)
and looking over the “Swarovski Spotters” in
the optics room, while author Tim Dehn is
above by a Rocky clothing display. Lost Creek
has sold Spotters and the brackets to build
them to customers as far away as Arizona. If
you’re interested, write Lost Creek Shoe
Shop, RR1 Box 571, Mifflintown, PA 17059.
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armor, and complete water- and fog-
proof protection —  just like more
expensive Brunton models — a tough
polymer frame and five-year warran-
ty makes the Echo perfect for cus-
tomers on a budget. They retail from
$100 to $260. They include lens cov-
ers, neck strap and carrying case, and
like other Brunton binoculars accept
X-Triad tripod adapters. Look for
Echo in 23-ounce 8x42 and 10x42 Full
Sized, 20-ounce 8x32 and 10x32 Mid
Sized, and 8x25 and 10x25, 14-ounce
Compact.            

Contact Brunton, 620 E. Monroe
Ave., Riverton, WY 82501; (307) 857-
4781; www.brunton.com.

Bushnell Performance Optics
The Bushnell name is best known

in hunting circles as the king of laser
rangefinders, but the company also
markets a fine line of mid to top-end
hunting optics. Most customers are
intimately familiar with the
rangefinder line, which includes
products as diverse as the 34-ounce
8x36 Quest binocular/rangefinder
unit and the Trophy 5x20 which
weighs just 7.6 ounces. Design fea-
tures have not changed from last year
on the wide line of rangefinders from
Bushnell.

Bushnell Elite Binoculars
The all-new Elite line offers a pre-

mium, top-of-the-line option in a
made-in-America package. Their
two-barrel design and open mid sec-
tion make them lightweight and easy
to handle, with a rugged magnesium
chassis holding BaK-4 roof prisms
with PC-3 phase coated lens for opti-
mum color fidelity and light gather-
ing capabilities. Add XTR coating
technology and these binoculars
promise a high percentage of light

transmission for an unsurpassed
view in low-light situations. They are
not only O-ring sealed to provide 100
percent water/fog/dust proof assur-
ance, but include a Rainguard coating
to make them impervious to the
worst Mother Nature can dish out.
Other worthwhile features include
long eye relief, rugged, lightweight
rubber armor, scratch-resistant pow-
der coat, center focus locking center
diopter adjustment knob, a quick-
connect secure strap, and custom
molded case. They are offered in new
8x42 and 10x43 configurations.

Bushnell Discoverer
Binoculars

These mid-priced roof prism
models also include XTR technology
for maximum light transmission and
bright images, BaK-4 color-correct
prisms, and full multi-coating and
PC-3 phase coating. They are 100 per-
cent water- and fogproof, and include
Rainguard coating to protect from the
elements. The solid body is protected
by rubber armor and includes long
eye relief. Look for new models in
light-gathering 7x42 and steady
10x42. 

Bushnell Legend 
& Trophy Binoculars

Customers on a budget have a
choice between solid roof prism
designs in the Legend and Trophy
line. There are no new models in the
2006 Legend lineup, but proven mod-
els like the 9x25 compact, 8x32 (in

black and Mossy Oak New Break-Up),
8x42, 10x42 (black and Mossy Oak),
and 12x50 are all fine choices, with
PC-3 phase coating, BaK-4 roof
prisms, full multi-coating, plus 100
percent water and fogproof qualities
with Rainguard. Other features
include twist-up eye cups, a trim
ergonomic design made of textured,
non-glare rubber armor, and large
center focus knob. I own a pair of
Legend 8x42s, have used them for
several years on rugged western
hunts, and have found them to be
solid and highly reliable.

The Trophy line includes 10 mod-
els, four of these new for 2006. All are
O-ring sealed and nitrogen purged to
be water- and fogproof, and are
armored in tough rubber. They are
outfitted with BaK-4 roof prisms, and
have multi-coated lens, twist-up eye
cups, and large center focus knobs.
Realtree Hardwoods HD covered
models are offered in 10x27 com-
pacts, 8x42 light-gathering glass, and
10x42 for glassing big country (these
models are also offered without camo
finish). The newest offerings include
8x56, 9x63, 10x50, and 12x50 options.

There are a multitude of other
models, but these are the glass I feel
best suited to hunting situations.
Contact Bushnell Optics, 9200 Cody,
Overland Park, KS 66214; (913) 752-
6105; www.bushnell.com.

Carson Optical 
If you’re not familiar with Carson,

you may soon be, given the promo-

Carson’s YK-500 is a
10x 42mm full-sized
binocular with quali-
ty optics ensuring
crystal clear images.
It also features a
Mossy Oak Obsession
camouflage shell.
Extra long eye-relief
accommodates eye-
glass wearers. Its
nitrogen purged
waterproof body is
covered with a rub-
berized armor for
shock resistance and
comfort. Accessories
include a soft pouch,
carrying strap and
lens cloth.
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tion this company is doing to spread
the word that it has premium optics
at working-class prices.  NoShock
models are specifically engineered to
protect against internal damage
caused by dropping or jarring
because the internal components are
spring-loaded. During testing, they
drop them from as high as 30 feet,
confident that they will perform flaw-
lessly after. Carson is so confident in
the durability of the NoShock line
they offer a lifetime guarantee in
prism alignment. 

In addition Carson offers a No-
Fault, No-Hassle “Best Binocular”
warranty on the entire line. If dam-
aged, regardless of cause, Carson will
repair or replace your customer’s
binocular for only $12, including
shipping and handling. 

Carson offers a wide line of
optics, but the XM- and YK-Series
appeal to  me as the best hunting
models. The mid-range, streamlined
roof prism XM-Series includes phase-
coated optics, O-ring seals, and are
fully multi-coated. They are offered in
24-ounce 8x32, 28-ounce 8x42, and
34-ounce 10x50, with 24.7-ounce
10x42; compact, 12.4-ounce 8x25 and
10x25 added more recently. The YK-
Series offers more rugged rubber
armor coating, in compact, sleek roof
prism designs with excellent
ergonomics and no-slip surfaces.
Notable models include 23.5-ounce
8x32, 31-ounce 8x42 and 10x42, and
41-ounce 12x50, with the newest
offerings including compact, 16.2-
ounce 8x28 and 10x28 models; plus
31-ounce 10x42 and 41-ounce 12x50,
each cloaked in sharp Mossy Oak
Obsession camouflage. All are com-
pletely waterproof.  

Contact Carson Optical, 35 Gilpin
Ave., Hauppauge, NY 11788; (631)
547-5000; www.carson-optical.com.

Khales
Khales has been my compact

binocular of choice for several years,
a 8x32 hanging around my neck when
I want something sharp yet unobtru-
sive. They’ve been on some rough-
and-tumble wilderness turkey hunts,
and been accidentally dropped from
tree-stands while hunting whitetail.
They have even been on myriad bull-

frog hunts in wet and muddy envi-
ronments, and still function perfectly.
The Austrian firm is the oldest optics
manufacturer in the world, part of the
Swarovski empire, which gives them
plenty of experience in assembling
rugged glasses. 

This is top-quality European
glass at affordable prices (from $700
to $900, retail), with full-metal hinge
and housing framework, special mul-
tilayer, broadband coating to increase
low-light transmission, and laser
aligned lens to alleviate eye strain.
The premium roof prism design is
fully rubber coated for impact resis-
tance and silence. They are finished
with Realtree camouflage, the stan-
dard blue-gray, or a newer Logan
Green on different models.
Customers can choose between 8x32,
8x42, and 10x42. 

All Kahles binoculars are sup-
plied with both twist-in-out eye-
cups best for eyeglass wearers, as
well as specially-configured, soft
eyecups with winged shrouds to
block out side light for customers
without eye glasses. They are water-
proof, even when submersed as
they could be if your customer
drops them from a duck boat or
slips off a log while crossing  a
stream. These products are light-
weight, as the 8x32 is only 21.5
ounces. They focus as close as 4.95
feet in 8x32, which means they’re
good for any bird watchers in the
family. They come with a neoprene
neck strap, pop-off objective lens
and one-piece ocular lens covers.    

Contact Kahles North America, 2
Slater Rd., Cranston, RI 02920; (866)
606-8779; www.kahlesoptik.com.

Leica 
Sports Optics

Leica represents one of the most
highly-respected names in optics,
also one of the oldest.  Quality of this
order comes at a price, so Leicas are
some of the priciest glass on the mar-
ket, with models described here
priced to retail from $1,475 to $2,000.

If a customer can afford them,
they are worth every penny. I once
wore a pair of loaner Leicas an entire
season and was reluctant to send
them back. They offer superior

brightness and resolution, are highly
durable and compact. 

Ultravid Binocular Line
Added in 2003 by Leica, the

Ultravid set a new standard for high-
end binocular performance; lighter,
brighter, faster to use and stronger
than most comparable models.
Ultravid 42mm models have been
available in 7, 8, and 10 power. The
Ultravid 50mm models come in 8, 10,
and 12 power. All are offered in either
green or black rubber armor, in addi-
tion to 8x42 and 10x42 leather-coated
models for the customer who wants
something unique. These higher
power glasses have proven perfect for
western bowhunters looking for
something to cover glassing vast
pieces of ground. 

New for 2006, Ultravids will now
be offered in two mid-sized options
sure to be  appealing to treestand
hunters. These include an 18-ounce
8x32 and 19.1-ounce 10x32. Both use
the thick-walled magnesium hous-
ings found in other Ultravids that
make them strong and durable. All
Leicas are covered by a Lifetime
Passport Protection Plan offering no-
fault product repair or replacement to
the original owner.

Next Generation Geovid BRF
Rangefinder Binoculars

My buddy Steven is hard on
equipment, prone to tossing binocu-
lars on a muddy floorboard while
banging about hunting grounds. He’s
been using a pair of Geovids a year
without complaints or problems. This
says a lot for this new generation of
hunting optics. The Geovid allows the
hunter one-look glassing and range-
finding. Those who remember the
original 7x42 Geovids recall their
unsurpassed accuracy and rugged
nature, but also their bulky nature. 

Not so the newest incarnation.
Brand-new Geovid BRF 8x42 and
10x42 give bowhunters the same
sleek lines of roof prism binoculars
with the same numbers, but with
built-in range-finding capabilities.
They are slick, rugged, and super fast
and easy to use, weighing 32 ounces.
They provide accurate ranging out to
1,300 yards and are 100 percent

May06AT098-107.qxp  4/7/2006  1:02 AM  Page 103



104

waterproof. They cost $1,800 or
$1,850, a major investment, but come
with a lifetime, no-fault warranty.

New LRF 900 Rangefinder
Leica is upgrading its already

popular line of rangefinders, so the
new LRF 900 offers improvements
over the original LRF 800 to make it
more user friendly. Improvements
include ranging to 900 yards, but also
scan mode, allowing continuous
reading by holding down the function
button. (The LRF 1200 also includes
new scan mode). The unit measures
4x3.75x1-1/8 inches and weighs only
10 ounces. It also includes fully-
adjustable, 7-power magnification,
and wide field of view for quick target
acquisition. The brightness of the

LED display automatically adjusts to
ambient light conditions. Like a fine
pair of binoculars, the LRF models
from Leica come with multicoated
lenses for sharp, high-contrast
images.

Contact Leica Sports Optics, 1
Pearl Court, Unit A, Allendale, NJ
07401; (800) 222-0118; www.leica-
camera.com/usa.

Leupold
It seems 90 percent of the rifle

hunters I’ve guided over the past 23
years have toted rifles wearing

Leupold scopes. I always won-
dered why the rifle scope giant
hadn’t been more involved in
the binocular trade, but my
questions have been answered
by the company’s relatively-
new entrance into the top-end
binocular arena. And what an
entrance it is. The biggest news
at Leupold in 2006 is a new line
of revolutionary laser
rangefinders I’ll also detail. 

Golden Ring Binoculars
Leupold’s all-new Golden Ring

roof prism binoculars provide a crisp,
clear image much in part due to the
company’s Index Matched Lens
System, which maximizes all avail-
able light the human eye is capable of
capturing. Combining this technolo-
gy with phase-coated, high-reflection
prisms, these binoculars ensure high
definition, image sharpness and
accurate color transfer. Leupold has
also incorporated their new Alumina
accessory kit, a thread-on filter sys-
tem that not only protects lens from
weather and dust, but utilizes avail-
able light to the highest degree. If
tough conditions such as bright light,
rain, or haze make it difficult to see
clearly, simply thread on the appro-
priate Alumina intensifier to instantly
increase clarity. 

A new interpupillary distance
lock allows customers to secure
binoculars where needed to be ready
for instant use. Say your customer is
crawling closer to a trophy animal,

and the binoc-
ulars are
bouncing on
his hip or under
his chest. When
he brings them
up to his eyes,
he’ll be able to
see through
them without
losing precious
time readjust-
ing them on the
hinge.
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You’d assume these were conventional binoculars,
so we added an arrow to point out the raised rec-
tangle over the push buttons that control opera-
tion of these Geovid BRF rangefinding binoculars
from Leica. This 8x42 model is far trimmer than
the original, but still carries a hefty price tag.

This Leupold RX-II ranges objects out to 750 yards and comes in Mossy Oak Obsession
or a classy two-tone. The units incorporate a 6x monocular and compensate for angle to
give bowhunters and rifle hunters the True Ballistic Range.

This 8x32 model and
a 10x32 are new in the
top-end Golden
Ring line from
Leupold.
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Retractable, twist-up eyecups are
comfortable and suited to eyeglass
wearers. Golden Ring optics are 100
percent waterproof and have a new
brown armor coating for protection
from the elements and a distinctive
appearance. Look for the Golden
Ring line in 8x32 and 10x32 (27
ounces), 8x42, and 10x42 (slightly
heavier), retailing from $700 to
$1,000, and offering a Full Lifetime
Guarantee. All come with a neoprene
neck strap, custom case, objective
lens covers, and one-piece ocular
lens cover. 

RX Rangefinders
Leupold’s all-new RX rangefinder

line promises that all hunters, rifle or
bow, will now be able to accurately
determine ballistic range to the tar-
get when shooting on steep inclines.
Available on all RX models except the
RX-1, True Ballistic Range (TBR)
combines an inclinometer and laser
ranging, plus a sophisticated ballis-
tics algorithm to provide corrected
and precise target distance. The sys-
tem includes three ballistic settings
each for rifle and bow to make every
shot dead-nuts accurate. 

(The reason we often caution
people to “aim low” when shooting
from a treestand is that it’s the hori-
zontal distance that affects arrow
drop, not the longer line of sight dis-
tance. These rangefinders let you aim
with the correct pin, or set your range
adjustable sight precisely, whether
you’re shooting down from a tree-
stand or up a steep draw.)

Each RX Rangefinder features
Leupold’s Match 13 Reticule System.
The RX-1 and -II are capable of rang-
ing to 700 yards, the RX-III 1,000
yards, the RX-IV to 1,200. A high-tech
Quick Set Rotary Menu makes it easy
and fast to use under all field condi-
tions. A illuminated display allows
viewing in low light, and as you might
expect, the multi-coated optics make
for a crisp and bright image. Other
features include fast-focus eyepiece,
thermometer, rugged, waterproof
construction, and fold-down rubber
eyecups for use with or without eye-
glasses. The RX-IV also includes a
magnetic inductor compass that
maintains high accuracy on inclines

and flat ground. 
Contact Leupold & Stevens Inc.,

P.O. Box 688, Beaverton, OR 97075;
(503) 646-9171; www.leupold.com.

Nikon
Nikon produces some of the best

camera lenses in the world but its ini-
tial line of  binoculars was nothing to
cheer about. Nikon has put that
shaky start behind it over the in the
past few years with a line of mid- to
high-end optics that give the top
names a run for their money. Too,
Nikon range-finders have emerged as
some of the finest around; user
friendly, compact, and accurate, even
at longer rifle ranges needed by some
two-season customers.

Nikon Premier LX-L
Binoculars

Nikon’s high-end binocular is the
Premier LX-L. These are made to take
extra punishment when the going
gets rough. They are made to be
clearer, and tougher than Nikon
binoculars of the past, while also
proving 19 percent lighter in 42mm
models. Ergonomics have been
enhanced for better comfort during a
long look. Your tree-stand customers
will enjoy the quality, compact
design of 24.5-ounce LX-L 10x32 and
8x32,  while the 28-ounce LX-L 10x42
and 8x42 offer the ultimate in light
gathering capabilities and steadi-
ness. All include multicoated lens,
phase-corrected prisms, sure-grip
rubber armor, light-weight magne-
sium alloy bodies, O-ring seals and
nitrogen fill for complete waterproof
assurance. Plus they have adjustable
eye cups that accommodate eye-
glass wears as well as those without.
They average about $1,000 retail. 

Monarch ATB Binoculars
One of the best mid-priced

binoculars to come along in years,
Nikon’s new Monarch ATB and Team
Realtree Monarch ATB retail for
about $300 to $350, yet are excep-
tionally reliable hunting tools. I
recently guided a friend for late-sea-
son New Mexico elk using Monarch
binoculars. I spotted a group of bach-
elor bulls at something like three
miles with my 10x42 Monarchs, a

spot that ended with my buddy tak-
ing his very first elk. My Monarchs
provide detailed resolution, are light-
weight (21.5 ounces), and handsome
to boot, covered in sharp Realtree
Hardwoods Green HD. 

For 2006 the line has been
extended to not only include light-
gathering, 21.5-ounce 8x42 and
steady 10x42, but a new 21.8-ounce
12x42 for long-range snooping, with-
out giving up ultra-rugged Nikon All
Terrain Binocular (ATB) perfor-
mance. All Monarch binoculars are
water-, fog-, and shockproof, with
phase-corrected-coated prisms and
fully multi-coated lens for enhanced
optical performance, plus adjustable
eye cups to fit any user. The Monarch
ATB offers hunters Nikon’s No-Fault
Policy for replacement or repair. 

Monarch, Buckmasters &
ProStaff Range-Finders

Nikon offers four models of laser
range-finders to fill any hunter’s
needs. The two top models of
Monarchs are completely water- and
fogproof, while the Buckmasters and
ProStaff models are “water resistant”
and could take on water in a down-
pour or if they get dropped into
water. All models are available in
Team Realtree Hardwoods Green HD.
Nikon’s  Monarch Gold Laser 1200
Long Range 7x25 is likely better suit-
ed to customers who also rifle hunt
regularly. It boasts an honest 1,200-
yard ranging capability, with half-
yard accuracy to 500 yards, one-yard
accuracy beyond. Nikon’s Tru-Target
(TT) Ranging System includes First
Target and Distant Target priority
modes in a 9.8-ounce package. It also
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has a selectable backlighting feature
in a bright LCD display. This unit has
scanning capability and comes with
7-power multicoated optics. There is
a focus diopter so the customer can
adjust it to his or her vision. This unit
can be adapted to tripod use.

The Monarch Laser800 6x21
has become one of my new
favorites, a more bowhunter-
friendly and compact 7.4 ounces,
but with the same power-packed
elements of the larger 1200. It
includes half-yard accuracy to 400
yards, one-yard to 800. Features
include 18mm eye relief and 6-
power multicoated optics. The
Buckmasters Laser600 6x20 is more
compact yet, has the same weight
as the 800, but lacks a protruding
eye piece. It provides half-yard
accuracy from 11 to 99.5 yards,
one-yard accuracy from 100
through 600, with 6x20 monocular
for low-light brightness and resolu-
tion. The Prostaff Laser440 8x20
weighs only 7 ounces, allowing cus-
tomers to range to 437 yards, with
more powerful 8-power multicoat-
ed optics. The Buckmasters and
Prostaff lack backlighting capabili-
ties. All models run on a single,
provided CR2 Lithium battery.

Contact Nikon Incorporated,
1300 Walt Whitman Rd., Melville,
NY 11747; call (631) 547-4200;  or
use www.nikonusa.com.

Opti-Logic Binoculars
Many are familiar with the Opti-

Logic name due to the novel line of
laser rangefinders, including tilt-
compensated units. They are said to
be accurate to a single yard, and to
one-degree grade angle, have four-
yard minimum range capability and
a maximum range capability of 200,

400, 600, 800, or 1,000 yards,
depending on model. More recent
developments, though, include a
new line of  binoculars. These high
performance roof prism models are
affordable but also waterproof, plus
are multicoated to provide high clar-
ity and brightness. They are light-
weight and easy to handle due to a
non-reflective rubberized armor
coating. They come with a neck
strap, ocular and objective lens cov-
ers, and carrying case in a 29-ounce
8x42 and 34-ounce 10x50. 

Contact Opti-Logic Corp., P.O.
Box 2002/201 Monclair St.,
Tullahoma, TN 37388; (888)
OPTILOG; www.opti-logic.com.

Swarovski Optik 
Swarovski has emerged as one of

the most respected names in optics,
a brand chosen by professional
guides and serious hunters around
the world for top-drawer quality and
uncompromising rugged-
ness. These qualities have
made the SLC line among
the most popular premium
binoculars. A pair accompa-
nied me during a month of
non-stop bowhunting in
Africa, through weeks of
choking dust and hard
knocks while crawling after
Cape buffalo. They belonged
to the producer of the televi-
sion show I was working with
that year, and I was reluctant
to give them back when we
parted ways in the States.
Swarovski has also entered
the rangefinder market,
good news for fans of the
esteemed brand.

SLC- Binoculars
New Swarobright SLC-Roof

Prisms offer tolerances tweaked to
less than 2 arc seconds, and accura-
cy standards for the fabrication and
polishing of lenses raised to the
finest, premium photo quality level.
Improved color fidelity has also been
achieved through refined lens coat-
ing applications. This all spells
brighter, sharper image resolution,
and more spotted game. A new
ergonomic design and armored
housing helps improve feel and bal-
ance, with traditional thumb rests
molded into new, high-grade, vul-
canized rubber armoring. With this
new armor, weight savings have
been significant, especially in 56mm
models. Also, a new, quick
attach/detach, strap-carrying sys-
tem has been designed for greater
convenience and comfort afield.  

SLC-new models include a wide
range of options, including compact
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Author Patrick
Meitin has carried
the same pair of
Zeiss 10x40 binoc-
ulars for more
than 20 years of
hard hunting and
guiding. They are
as clear today as
the day he bought
them, one reason
why it pays to
invest in high-end
optics.

These lightweight EL 32s are new in the
Austrian-made Swarovski line.
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20.8-ounce 8x30 WB, 33.5-ounce
7x42 B, 30.7-ounce 10x42 WB, 40.6-
ounce 7x50 B and 8x50 B, 40-.9-
ounce 10x50 WB, 43.07-ounce 8x56
B, and 45.5-ounce 15x56 WB. Retail
prices range from approximately
$1,075 to $1,975.

New EL 32 Binocular
The original EL set a new stan-

dard for hunting binoculars, with
wrap-around grip for rapid han-
dling, even with one hand. These are
super light weight, and have
ergonomic thumb depressions, and
a large, grooved focusing wheel for
rapid use while wearing gloves. The
wide, twin-bridge construction is
part of the torsion free design that
keeps them in perfect alignment. As
you’d expect, they have water- and
dust-proof construction, adjustable,
twist-in eye cups (removable for
cleaning), plus optional winged eye-
cups to prevent entry of ambient
light. There is even an optional
binocular doubler that screws into a
removed eye piece to act as a spot-
ting scope. For 2006 the new EL 8x32
gives customers all these features –
and more – in a more compact and
lightweight design than the earlier
8.5x42 and 10x42 WB. They retail for
about $1,500. 

8x30 Laser Guide
Rangefinder
This new rangefinder uses a
Swarovski 8x30 Swarobright
Monocular and high-capacity laser
system. The new rangefinding
instrument – as Swarovski would
have it – delivers accurate range
measurements from 10 to 1,500
yards, with one yard accuracy at all
ranges. The 8x30 Monocular is an
equivalent to one half of a premium
Swarovski binocular, giving it a mag-
nification edge without the extra
weight and bulk of a full-sized binoc-
ular. Advanced technology makes it
adept at ranging the most demand-
ing targets in the most adverse light-
ing, weather, or reflection condi-
tions, with bright LED readout.
Carefully designed body ergonomics
and function buttons makes it
extremely stable and accurate. It
weighs 12 ounces, is

waterproof/submersible, offers
compact 4.75x3.5x1.5 inch dimen-
sions, and includes yards or meter
selection.    

Contact Swarovski Optik North
America, LTD., 2 Slater Rd.,
Cranston, RI 02920; (800) 426-3089;
www.swarovskioptik.com.

Carl Zeiss Sports Optics
Zeiss is a name customers will

know and trust unconditionally. This
comes from a combination of practi-
cality, ruggedness and unsurpassed
clarity. Back when I made my living
guiding hunters of all kinds, I bit the
bullet and spent a Grand on a pair of
Zeiss binoculars. I’ve been using and
abusing that pair of 10x40 for some-
thing close to 20 years with zero
problems. They are as clear today as
the day I purchased them. They have
been through a lot, have found me a
lot of game, in places as wide flung
as Alaska, Old Mexico, and Africa. It’s
difficult to see how they could make
a binocular any better, but they have.

Victory FL Fernglaser
Victory binoculars offer one of

the best optical images of any glass
in their class, with minimum weight
and optimal ergonomics and han-
dling ease. They use special objective
lenses ground from fluoride glass
(FL) allowing greater light transmis-
sion from thinner material, resulting
in a 10 percent reduction in weight.
They supply complete waterproof
protection, have deep ribs for a sure
grip, and use eye cups that can be
locked into four settings. The new
8x32 and 10x32 T* FL provide opti-
mum performance in compact form
many tree-stand hunters prefer,
while 7x42, new 8x42, and 10x42 T*
FL offer unsurpassed image bril-
liance and ergonomics in a more
steady package. For extreme low-
light viewing, or glassing for long
periods over extremely long ranges,
especially from a tripod mount,
8x56, 10x56 and 12x56 T* are the
answer. Victorys from Zeiss are
priced from $1,450 to $1,550. 

Conquest Binoculars
Conquest binoculars from Zeiss

are water and dust-proof, at a price

even a budget-minded bowhunter
can swallow (from $600). They also
include lockable slide/rotary eye
cups. The 8X30 and 10x30 T* offer
the most compact options in this
line, perfect for those who want
something that stays out of the way
in a tree-stand. The brand-new 8x40
and 10x40 T* are full-sized models.
Long-range glassing options for tri-
pod-mounted viewing include
Conquest 12x45 and 15x45 T*. 

All Zeiss optics come with eye-
piece ocular and objective lens pro-
tective caps, carry strap, and
Cordura pouch.

Contact Zeiss Sports optics,
13005 N Kingston Ave., Chester, VA
23836; (804) 530-5841;
www.zeiss.com/sports.

The optical market has burst
wide open in recent years. There are
many companies I have not includ-
ed here because there is not the
space, or no new models were
offered for 2006. Those I have includ-
ed offer plenty of information for
comparison. In short, look to models
and brands that your customers
know they can trust, glass that pro-
vides the most trouble-free con-
struction to avoid disappointed cus-
tomers and assure fewer returned
items. And remember, too, that with
optics, price dictates quality, and
while there are many models that
provide a lot for the money, there are
no undiscovered “bargains.”  One
thing you can count on; if your cus-
tomers are bowhunters — any kind
of hunter — they need optics. Are
you ready to take care of those cus-
tomer’s needs? 
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