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Boots alone will never make
your customers better
hunters.  However when

poorly chosen, they can definitely
hold them back - effectively making
them worse hunters.  Feet do more
work and play a greater role in hunt-
ing success than any other part of
the anatomy.  It only stands to rea-
son that to be most effective in the
field, your customers need good
footwear that was chosen just as
carefully as the bows they carry.  

You’ve likely learned a few
lessons about boots the hard way -
through pain and
suffering.  It is time
to pass that along
to your customers
in a way that also
produces value for
you and your shop.
A three-inch blis-
ter should never be
the day’s biggest
trophy and your
ability to help your
customers bypass
this experience
(and help them
find boots that will
also keep their feet
warm on cold
days) will also
make your busi-
ness more prof-
itable.

Selling boots is
serious business
because you don’t
want to tie up
thousands of dol-
lars in inventory
that doesn’t move.
Here’s some of
what you need to
know about boots
if you want to do it
right. When you
pick the brand or
brands you want to
carry, the compa-
ny and its sales
reps should be
able to help you set
up a “model inven-
tory” where you’re
stocking the right

number of each size for your expect-
ed sales.

CONSTRUCTION
Cement construction requires

the boot material to be wrapped
around a foot shaped form (called a
last).  It is then cemented to the bot-
tom of the midsole and the midsole
is then glued to the outsole.  As long
as the cement bond is a good one,
this construction style produces a
durable boot with a limited number
of seams.  In some processes, the
outsole is molded directly onto the

upper and midsole for a more per-
manent bond and better waterproof
characteristics.  Cemented and
molded boots can’t be resoled.  A
growing number of very good hunt-
ing boots are being made this way,
stemming from the increased use
and effectiveness of this construc-
tion in the hiking boot industry.

Goodyear Welt is the most tradi-
tional boot construction method.  It
requires that the upper, midsole and
lining be stitched to a narrow strip of
leather or rubber, called a welt.  The
welt is in-turn stitched to the out-

sole, which is
wider than the
boot for added sta-
bility.  Boots made
with a Goodyear
Welt can be
resoled easily at
any boot repair
shop.  Because
there is more labor
involved, this boot
construction is
generally more
expensive than
gluing or molding.

In vulcanizing,
a welt is stitched to
the upper.  The
outsole is then
molded directly to
the welt and upper
for a very strong
union.  This is a
common boot
c o n s t r u c t i o n
method because it
requires little labor
and is therefore
the least costly to
the consumer.
However, vulcaniz-
ing results in a
heavier finished
product.

MATERIAL
F u l l - l e n g t h

rubber boots are
popular in many of
today’s deer camps
because they’re
100 percent water-
proof and reduce

Mad Dog Gear Ducks Unlimited insulated rubber knee boots
are a good choice for hunting from a treestand or ground blind.
Mad Dog Gear is a division of Minnesota-based Stearns, Inc.
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the amount of human scent left on
the ground and low vegetation.  If
they have their downside, it is dura-
bility.  Generally, it is a barbed-wire
fence or a sharp stick that eventually
performs the coup de grace on the
sides of the rubber boot.
Fortunately, you can generally repair
them easily.  

Rubber boots also provide only
minimal ankle support on uneven
terrain so you should definitely not
recommend them as a first choice
for hunters who plan to do a lot of
walking.  Rubber boots used to be
very cold due to their non-breath-
able nature, but they are becoming
better insulated for moderately cold
weather applications.

Cordura is a woven nylon fabric
that has amazing strength for its
thickness and weight.  When used as
a boot material, Cordura requires an
inner lining of Gore-Tex, or a similar
membrane, to assure that it will be
100% waterproof.  Cordura is not as
puncture resistant as leather, and
therefore doesn’t offer as much foot
protection.  You can also abrade
Cordura faster than leather, and it
tends to be noisier.  

Cordura, however, offers several
advantages as a boot material.  First,
it’s not expensive, helping to keep

boot price down.  Second, it
is lighter than leather or rub-
ber.  Third, Cordura boots
require less break-in time.
Fourth, the fabric can be
dyed in any camouflage pat-
tern desired.  While fabric
boots may not be the best
choice for two months in the
mountains, they’re perfect
for light to moderate service
under less severe conditions.

Leather boots are gener-
ally considered the most
durable and offer the best
overall foot protection.
However, they are also the
most expensive and have the

longest break-in time.  There are
waterproof leather boots available
that rely on treatments of silicone
and internally waterproofed seams.
I’ve never had much long-term suc-
cess with such boots.  They always
leak at the seams after less than a
year of hard service.  Like Cordura
boots, the only way to get 100%
waterproof leather is with an inter-
nal waterproof membrane.

OUTSOLES, MIDSOLES 
AND INSOLES

Aggressive outsole treads, such
as Vibram lugs, provide the best
traction in demanding conditions.
Rocky terrain and steep grades are
no match for a good lug sole.
However, they tend to hold mud

tightly, an inconvenience if the extra
traction isn’t a requirement.

Air bob outsoles were designed
as a compromise between aggres-
sive lugs and flats.  The air bobs are
pointed knobs that grip the ground
but unload their cargo of mud more
easily than lugs.  The air bob sole is
very flexible which makes for quiet
footing (and a good boot choice)
when the hunt turns into a stalk.
Though it doesn’t offer the foot pro-
tection of a stiff Vibram, air bobs are
a good overall choice for hunters
wishing to use one tread design for
all applications.

The midsole provides a boot’s
shape and size and stabilizes the
foot on uneven terrain.  Midsoles
often have a steel shank between the
heel and arch to stiffen the boot and
arch for better support.  Many mid-
soles are also constructed with more
than one layer to control lateral
(side-to-side) foot roll.

Insoles are the removable layer
inside the boot, but they serve an
important function.  Contoured
insoles aren’t standard with all boots
but can usually be purchased sepa-
rately at a shoe store.  They serve to
cradle, cushion and stabilize the foot
for greater comfort.  They’re well
worth the extra expense.

INSULATION
Most leather hunting boots have

only a single layer of insulation, typ-
ically Thinsulate.  It comes in weight
ranges (a measure of thickness)
from 200 grams to 1600 grams.  If
most of your customer’s hunting is
during periods of moderate temper-
ature (greater than 40 degrees for sit-
ting and greater than 20 degrees for

Insulated over-boots are a great add-on to your
boot sales program because they permit stan-
dard duty boots to double as cold weather boots.
Insulated over-boots are very effective at extend-
ing the time on stand even in very cold weather.
Icebreaker is the best-known maker of these and
has hand muffs as well.

A Note About Comfort Ratings
The misguided belief that a boot rated for -20 degrees will actually

keep feet warm on a tree stand when it’s that cold has no doubt frustrat-
ed many hunters. Comfort ratings are based on continuous activity lev-
els, and in many cases, don’t correlate to any hunting situation you can
put your finger on. Many factors determine whether feet will actually be
warm at the rating temperature, such as wind chill, humidity, the kind of
socks worn and type of circulation the hunter has in his feet.

In my experience - I’m fairly cold-blooded - a boot rated for -100
degrees Fahrenheit keeps my feet warm for several hours on a tree stand
only if the temperature is at, or above, +10 to +15 degrees. That’s a far cry
from 100 degrees below zero.
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constant activity) consider either
400 or 600 grams of Thinsulate,
depending upon whether or not
they’re cold-blooded.  In colder tem-

peratures, especially for
stand hunting, the 1600-gram
Thinsulate will be more com-
fortable.

There’s a lot of high-tech
science in the way multi-layer
extreme weather pack boots
are designed.  In essence, the
best of these are geared not
only for insulation but for
moisture transportation, as
well.  Inner layers are com-
prised of polypropylene and
other polyesters to draw mois-
ture away from the socks.
Mid-layers are designed for
maximum insulation as well as
wicking ability.  A combination
of wool felt and Thinsulate

insulation is a popular choice, as is a
combination of polypropylene and
felt.  Outside layers are designed to
collect moisture and hold it away
from the feet.  Some boots even
include a foil layer called Radiant-Tex
(or similar), that reflects radiant heat
back toward the foot.

For stand hunters, make sure the

cold-weather boots have extra thick
insoles for greater insulation from
below.  I’ve experimented with a
number of different pack boots, but
the only ones that kept my feet really
warm under tough stand hunting
conditions had this extra layer (usu-
ally it’s wool felt) underfoot.  It feels
funny to walk in boots that suspend
your feet several inches off the
ground, but that’s the price for
warmth when hunting in severely
cold weather.

It’s a good idea to sell your cus-
tomers a second set of liners so they
can swap them each evening to
assure that they’ll always have a dry
pair in their boots to start each day.
Here’s a tip you can offer.  After a
strenuous walk to the stand, suggest
that your customers open the tops of
their boots for 15 minutes to allow
foot perspiration to escape before it
has a chance to condense and make
the insulation system less efficient.

BOOT HEIGHT
Hunting boots are measured

from the top of the sole (not from the
ground) to the top of the boot.  Most
traditional hunting boots are 8 to 10
inches high, but there are specialty
boots that will reach much higher.

Caring For A Good Pair Of Boots
Here are some tips you can pass along to your customers when they

buy a set of boots from you.

All boots: Never put your boots in an oven, next to a fire or on top of a
hot heater to dry. Doing so has the effect of breaking down the com-
pounds in rubber and cooking the oil out of leather boots, causing them
to crack and fail prematurely. You have two options for drying wet boots.
Take the insoles out and let the boot dry at room temperature or use a
specially designed boot dryer set on low. Replaceable boot liners make
room temperature drying much easier.

Rubber boots: Store rubber boots away from direct sunlight to pre-
vent UV radiation from breaking them down. A standard tire repair kit (or
rubber wader repair kit) will make patching easy. I’ve even patched them
successfully with duct tape in a pinch.

Leather boots: Clean your waterproof leather boots at the end of each
day so that caked-on mud won’t draw necessary waterproofing oils out of
the leather, causing it to dry out and crack. Don’t use soap, wax or oil
treatments. After the boots dry, treat them lightly with a silicone spray or
whatever application the manufacturer recommends. Non-waterproof
leather boots should be treated with Neats Foot Oil (or a similar leather
treatment) before wearing in wet conditions.

The author has never owned a pair of truly water-
proof leather boots that didn’t have some kind of
waterproof/breathable liner inside. The most pop-
ular liner in the hunting market is Gore-Tex.

Circle 173 on Response Card
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High boots offer
more support and
protection for the
lower leg, but they’re
heavier.  If the cus-
tomer doesn’t need
the extra height, don’t
burden him with it.
The best mountain
boot I’ve ever worn is
a 7 inch, mid-weight
backpacker.  I’ve
worn out two pairs of
Vasque Sundowners
during many seasons
(and many miles) of
mountain hunting,
and I can vouch for
their quality and sta-
bility.  Boots of this
style are designed for
rough country and most weigh less
than three pounds per pair.
Compare that to four pounds per
pair, or more, for a 10-inch boot.

On the other hand, if your cus-
tomer will be fording shallow creeks
or slopping across marshy parks or
bogs, higher boots are necessary to
keep your feet dry.  Several years
back I ordered a set of Danner boots
for a trip to the boggy and rocky ter-

rain of Newfoundland.  I chose the
boot not only because it was light in
weight (3.8 pounds), waterproof and
offered the ankle and foot support
needed for walking 15 miles in a day,
but also because they are 12 inches
high.  They worked perfectly.  Turkey
and deer hunters in snake country
should look for boots with thick
Cordura or leather uppers reaching
at least 16 inches in height.

LACING SYSTEMS
Eyelets are the least expen-

sive lacing system and will do
everything needed.  However,
they’re very slow to use.  A bet-
ter system employs a combina-
tion of D-rings, hooks and what
are called cinch hooks.  Cinch
hooks have a crimped neck so
that when the lace is looped
through it and pulled tight it
will be held snugly in place.
Cinch hooks located at the
boot’s flex notch will keep the
laces tight in the lower part of
the boot while the hunter laces

the upper part.
With all the miles hunters walk

each fall, it sure would make their
time more enjoyable if they were
wearing the right boot.  By turning
yourself into a hunting boot expert
you can fill this need and make extra
money for your store in the process. 

A FEW POPULAR BRANDS
Rocky Deerstalker: (800) 848-

9452, www.rockyboots.com 
I have worn Deerstalker boots

for several seasons because I wanted
to test an alternative to rubber.
Rubber boots aren’t the most stable
to walk in on rugged terrain and my
feet sweat in them easily and quickly
become cold when I get to my stand
on frigid days.  The Deerstalker are
lace-up leather and Cordura boots
made with a liner of Gore-Tex.  The
Boa Series also has a Gore-Tex Scent-
Lok liner – an activated carbon layer
that help to contain human scent.  

I found that as long as I kept the
boots away from foreign odors when
not in use they did a great job of con-
trolling ground scent.  The key is
keeping them very clean between
hunts.  They were very comfortable
when walking and very warm on
stand.

Browning’s versatile Lacer big
game boots: (717) 272-5724,
www.browningfootwear.com

Rocky Deerstalker boots, in one style or another, have
been on the market for several seasons. They combine
leather, Cordura and Thinsulate in a way that produces
great warmth and walking comfort in cold weather.

La Crosse has been a standard name in
rubber boot manufacturing for many
years. Recently, they have gone toward
molded outsoles that make walking
more comfortable.
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Browning boots are a licensed
product made by H. H. Brown Shoe
Company.  They make many excel-
lent boots for bowhunters.  They
offer exceptional standard-duty
Cordura and leather boots like the
Huntsman 8-Inch Lacer for general
duty big game hunting. It is a very
versatile boot with 1000 grams of
Thinsulate insulation (enough for
good warmth throughout most of
the season, but not so heavy that you
can’t also do a little spot and stalk
hunting in them.)  The Scrambler 8-
Inch Lacer is another great overall
option with just a bit less insulation
for those who walk more and stand
less.

LaCrosse AlphaBurly Sport 1000:
(800) 323-2668, www.lacrosse-
footwear.com 

The Burly is the standard by
which all other rubber boots have
been compared.  The AlphaBurly
Sport is 18 inches tall, features a
Mossy Oak camouflage finish and
1000 grams of Ultra Thinsulate insu-
lation.  The boot is constructed of
rubber covered 3.5 mm thick neo-
prene making it waterproof and nat-
urally warm (neoprene is a natural
insulator).  The boot won’t slide off
the foot when walking and is an ideal
boot for most treestand-sitting
bowhunters.

Hodgman waders: (800) 333-
1179, www.stearnsinc.com

Hodgman waders are an indus-

try standard.  The name
has great recognition
value because the com-
pany has been making
waders and boots since
1838.  That’s right, since
1838!  I have recently
tested a pair of the com-
pany’s boot foot neo-
prene camouflage
waders and have found
them to be a very reliable
product and a good value
in the market.  Unless I
was in a fly fishing mar-
ket, I would focus on the
boot foot waders because
they offer the greatest
flexibility for hunters.
Insulated boot sections
are also a very good
choice.  The Brighton wader has 5
mm of neoprene, 1000 grams of
Thinsulate in the boot as well as
wool felt insoles.

Mad Dog Gear/DU 17” Rubber
Knee Boots: (800) 333-1179,
www.stearnsinc.com 

Mad Dog Gear products are also
a division of Stearns, as is Hodgman
waders.  Mad Dog makes Ducks
Unlimited licensed rubber knee
boots in several styles.  The 1000-
gram Thinsulate 17-inch model is
ideal for bowhunters who sit on tree-
stands.  I have tested the boot and it’s

Proper Fit For Hunting Boots
1. Carry a well-rounded selection of sizes. You need all the half-sizes

and width variations to be assured of a proper fit.

2. It’s critical that you measure and fit both feet with the customer
wearing the socks he’ll wear while actually hunting. You’re selling a top of
the line boot; make sure they fit both feet.

3. Feet change during a person’s life. Weight gain or loss affects foot
size, as does aging. Don’t assume anything. Re-measure your customers
each time they come in to buy a new pair of boots. Also, boot sizes aren’t
the same from one manufacturer to another.

4. Boots that feel too small in the store will be too small in the field.
Don’t expect them to stretch appreciably.

5. The most important aspect of boot fit is the length from the back
of the heel to the balls of the feet. Have your customers check to make
sure that the ball of their big toe lines up exactly with the widest part of
the boot. This will put the arch support in the right place. Toe room will
take care of itself.

Hodgman Waders are a solid performer
and have great brand recognition. They’ll
be good sellers to bowhunters who hunt
along creeks and through swamps and
naturally hold appeal for your waterfowl
hunters and fishermen as well.

The Woody Max from
Muck Boot Company is a
lightweight, well-insulat-
ed boot for tree stand
hunting. Made from the
company’s closed cell
foam it contains odors
and is waterproof.
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comfortable to walk in, doesn’t slide
off your heel when walking and has a
solid and supportive foot bed. The
height helps keep scent off vegeta-
tion. 

Muck Boot Company Woody
Max: (877) GET-MUCK, www.muck-
bootcompany.com

Muck Boot Company offers sev-
eral styles of hunting boots geared to
provide an alternative to all-rubber
construction.  The Muck Boots are
made from the company’s propri-
etary closed cell foam overlaid with
natural rubber in strategic locations.
The Woody Max is the company’s

warmest boot.  Since most
bowhunters will be wearing this boot
for stand hunting, it makes sense to
look at the Woody Max and probably
the Fieldmaster, which has less insu-
lation.  Muck Boot Company has also
come out with a new leather line that
shows some good merit. 

Danner Pronghorn: (800)-345-
0430 www.danner.com 

The Pronghorn GTX CamoHide
8-Inch boot is a perfect example of

Danner’s strength in producing com-
posite leather and Cordura boots.
This boot is ideal for foot hunters
who want a comfortable boot for
serious western spot and stalk hunt-
ing and early season stand hunting.
The boot is Gore-Tex lined so it is
waterproof.  

Wolverine King Caribou III:
(800) 545-2425, www.wolverine.com 

The King Caribou III is unique in
featuring complete camo Cordura
construction for light weight hunt-
ing.  Gore-Tex lining produces water-
proof performance and 800 grams of
Thinsulate makes the boot warm
enough for most stalking & early sea-
son stand hunting.

Circle 70 on Response Card

You have a lot of options in outsole design.
Generally, the more aggressive the outsole the
more it will tend to trap dirt. If your customer
doesn’t need an aggressive sole for hunting
steep terrain, he will be well-served with a style
similar to the bob-soles at far right that are
essentially self-cleaning. The bobs are not as
long-wearing, however, as a more traditional
cleated Vibram sole like the one at far left.

The author is a firm believer in using
lightweight hiking boots for mountain
hunting. This pair of Vasque Sundowners
have served him well for many years of
hard hunting.
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