
If you’re not moving ahead with
improved models in the archery
market, you’re falling behind. In

two to three years a company’s bows
or bow accessories can start to look
dated, causing retailers and the
bowhunters who support them to
pay proportionately more attention
to the competition.

When I began covering the
crossbow market for ArrowTrade a
decade ago, I found those model
lines were much more stable year to
year. In some years, from some man-
ufacturers, nothing had varied in the
handful of models they offered.

That was then. This is now. The
market for crossbows has been
growing for the past several years as
more states expand crossbow hunt-
ing opportunities. Crossbow manu-
facturers want to make sure they at
least maintain their share of that
growing market, and they’d prefer to
pull ahead in sales. So they’re invest-
ing heavily in new models that fit
better, shoot better, and look better.

The days when I had to dig to
find something new to write about in
the crossbow market are gone: Now
the challenge is to condense hours
upon hours of interviews into con-
cise copy that will help retailers
decide which brands and models

they should stock this summer and
fall.

Barnett International
Speaking of stocks, let’s start off

with Barnett International. That
Odessa, Florida firm is using Gas
Assisted Molding (GAM) to produce
attractively rounded crossbow
stocks that in many cases are lighter
than the slab-sided stocks they
replaced.

When you’re designing a stock to
be injection molded in the conven-
tional manner, you have to be con-
cerned about maintaining uniform
wall thickness so the cavity that
forms the part fills correctly and the
finished part cools without any
unsightly shrinkage or voids. That’s
why crossbow stocks for years had a
slab sided look; in fact some brands
shared stocks produced by the same
expensive tooling.

Barnett used stocks that were
cored out in different sections to give
them a look that was lighter and bor-
dered on the paramilitary, but it was
still essentially limited to a flat stock
design. “We got really tired of design-
ing crossbows around the limita-
tions of a tool, instead of making
them the way we wanted them to
look,” Barnett President Mike

Houillis told me. “With gas assisted
molding, nitrogen is injected into
the mold along with the polymer,
which allows you to hollow out a full
stock and make it much lighter than
it would be otherwise.”

This newer molding process
gives the Panzer 5 recurve a more
attractive and comfortable stock
than the skeletonized RC-150,
though the latter’s compound power
system givens it a 15 fps edge in
speed. The Wildcat C5 gets the new
“GAM” stock as well, with a longer
barrel that gives it a 13 inch power
stroke. 

Barnett International likes to
design longer power strokes rather
than offer higher draw weights as
you go up in price, Houills said,
because that’s a more efficient way
to deliver higher arrow speeds. In
black or camo, the Wildcat C5 can
launch its short arrows at up to 320
fps from 150-pound draw weight
limbs. What looks like a textured
cheek piece on this model pops off
to reveal a recess that’s been molded
to accept an optional crank cocking
aid. 

The Quad 400 also benefits from
Gas Assisted Molding and has the
hidden recess for a cranking aid in
the bullpup style stock. Also built
with a 150 pound draw weight, it can
claim arrow speeds up to 345 fps

Newest models offer better

12

2006 Barnett Revolution (left) and Wildcat C5
have lightweight, rounded stocks made
through a gas assisted molding process.
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thanks to an extended 15.5 inch
power stroke.

Owner David Barnett prefers
hunting with the Revolution, which
has a more traditional look in its
molded pistol grip stock and also
offers an adjustable cheek piece and
adjustable length of pull on the
buttplate. “Another nice feature on
the Revolution and Revolution XS is
a trigger that is now fully CNC
machined from top to bottom,”
Houllis said. “It’s a beautiful trigger
with about a 3.5 pound pull.”

Barnett developed a very sharply
defined painted camo for the
Revolution and Houllis said some
people have asked if it’s a dipped fin-
ish. That upgraded camo now can be
found on the other camo bows in the
line apart from the top end
Revolution XS. With that $499 retail
model you get a film dip Realtree
Hardwoods finish, a machined
rather than cast riser, and solid limbs
with High Energy Wheels that are a
little easier to break over than the
cams that come on the cast-risered,
split-limb Revolution. 

For a catalog detailing the com-
plete Barnett International line for
2006, call (800) 237-4507 or fax your
inquiry to (813) 920-5400.

Great Lakes Crossbows
I know  Rex Darlington of Darton

Archery well enough to offer my
opinion that the stocks he designed
for the Great Lakes Crossbow line a
couple years ago are too radical for
my taste. But then Darlington said
he didn’t design them for the way
they look, only for the way they per-
form. They’re the base for a crossbow
that shoehorns a 17 inch power
stroke into a unit that balances well
in your hand and weighs just 7 3/4
pounds. That’s lighter than all but

two of the
guns I own,
and one of
them is a pis-
tol!

What do
you get when
you combine
a 17 inch
power stroke
with a 165
pound draw
weight? A whole lot of Kinetic
Energy, which is a better way to com-
pare bow performance than arrow
speed. The aptly named Impact from
Great Lakes puts out 128 foot
pounds of KE. With the Impact your
customer could launch a heavy, 525
grain arrow at 331 fps through say, a
moose or elk. The Stinger has a 15
1/2 inch power stroke and produces
117 foot pounds of KE, still plenty for
any big game in North America or
Africa.

The Fireforce, with its 14-inch
power stroke, should be the easiest
to hand cock for shorter customers.
You can order that model in 150 or
165 pound draw weights, and still get
307 fps out of the latter version with
a light, 420 grain arrow.

“We feel we’ve got the best per-
formance in the crossbow market,”
Darlington said, “which is what
we’ve tried to do with our Darton
bows as well. We’ve got the long
power stroke, which is an advantage.
I think we know a little bit more
about cam designs than some other
crossbow manufacturers. And along
with the performance we’re getting
accuracy. Now part of that is due to
designing in a smooth draw force
curve, and part of it is our longer
arrow is going to fly better, especially
when you’re shooting broadheads.”

The drag induced by fletching on

an arrow has more control, more
leverage if you want to look at it that
way, on a long shaft than a short one.
Darlington said today’s crossbow
consumers often want to know how
well broadhead tipped arrows are
going to fly from a particular model.
“I know mechanical broadheads are
really being pushed along with
crossbow sales, but we’ve had a
problem with keeping them closed
because our Great Lakes Crossbows
produce so much thrust,” the
designer told me. “Some of the good
designs work well, and our sales reps
can tell you their favorites. But in
testing we’ve had to put up to four
rubber bands on others to keep
them closed at the launch.”

“Our first goal was to make the
fastest, meanest crossbows we can,”
Darlington said, returning to the
appearance question I’d started out
with. “Eventually we’re going to need
to have both these models and
something that looks more conven-
tional and has more appeal to gun
hunters. But we’re one of the newer
crossbow manufacturers and need
some more time to be able to expand
our product offerings.”

Parker Crossbows
Like Great Lakes, the Parker

Crossbows line is just a few years old,
and it too comes from a company

By Tim Dehn

fit, better looks, better triggers

The Great Lakes Impact has
a long, hard anodized, Teflon-

impregnated aluminum barrel
and machined riser. Shorter bar-

rels are used to produce the less
powerful Stinger and Fireforce.
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that first built its reputation with
compound bows. For 2006 the
Staunton, Virginia firm is adding two
new models that are shorter, lighter
and less expensive for your cus-
tomers to own.

All Parker crossbows are com-
paratively light, because the compa-
ny had that as one of its goals when
it first entered the market. The Safari
Classic, which has a MSRP of $699.95

weighs 7.4 pounds in part because
the beautiful laminated wood stock
is dished out on the side away from
the shooter’s face. The composite,
camo-finished stock on the $659.95
Safari-Magnum is shaped the same
way, and again comes in at 7.4
pounds. When Parker added the
Terminator a couple years back, it
developed an ambidexterous com-
posite stock that was even lighter.

That $599.95 bow has the same
limbs, cams, harness and no-lube
SpeedTrack system as the higher-
priced models, but the Terminator’s
lightweight stock brings the weight
down to 6.7 pounds.

It’s not just weight that can tire a
crossbow user, it’s the fact that
weight is projecting well in front of
the body when you carry it in front of
you or bring it to your shoulder. Vice

2006 
Crossbow Lines

Parker Crossbows’ new Fire-Ball is designed
for youth and women with a short stock and
100 or 75-pound draw weights. The new
150-pound  Buck-Buster looks almost identi-
cal except for a spacer under the buttplate
that lengthens the stock by 1-1/2 inches.

Circle 93 on Response Card
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President for Sales Johnny Grace said
the company was getting requests to
offer a shorter crossbow that would
be easier to cock, and one at a lower
price point.

You have to lean over a crossbow
to cock it correctly with your leg and
back muscles, and that’s hard to do if
the relationship between body size
and crossbow length means the
stock has to be angled off to the side
during cocking. The inexpensive
rope cocking aids are great at reduc-
ing the weight you’re pulling, but
they also mean you have to pull
those handles twice as far as the
string travels. Grace said when he
built a 100-pound crossbow for his
young daughter, “by the time the
string was ready to latch, her hands
were up around her ears. When I
built a 75 pound crossbow, she was
able to comfortably cock it. And
when she was able to do it herself it
became ‘her’ crossbow.”

One of the features of a crossbow
is that a fellow can cock it and hand
it to the son, wife or daughter he’s
hunting or practicing with. But the
folks at Parker Crossbows figure it’s
even better for dealers, for them and
for the end user if that smaller-
framed person can practice and
hunt on their own. That’s the think-
ing behind the new Buck-Buster and
Fire-Ball Models for 2006.

These new bows reduce the
power stroke to 11 inches, 2 inches
shorter than the company’s full size
models. Instead of Mossy Oak’s New
Break-Up, their stocks and limbs are
finished in the less popular but
equally effective Trebark Bigwoods
pattern. Smaller hands can get a
comfortable grip around the pistol-
grip style, ambidexterous stock. A 2-
1/2 inch reduction in overall bow
length helps the 36.5 inch long Buck-
Buster come in half a pound lighter
than the Terminator, at 6.2 pounds.
While the arrow and string still glide
along a no-lube SpeedTrack System,
the slick surface is now molded in,
rather than attached as a separate
piece. That helps keep the package
price down to $489.95 with a single
Red Dot scope, $509.95 if you want it
with a 4 power Multi-Reticle scope or
a Triple Red Dot scope.

ORDER TOLL FREE
1-800-813-7708

www.buckwear.com

SPECIAL 
DEALER
RACK
PROGRAM

Rack up bigger
sales with our
flexible wall-
mount, end cap
or floor displays
— then watch 
the big bucks
come rollin’ in.

#934 Release–Animal

#932 Release–Hunter

#454 Madness–Bowhunter

#454 Madness–Big Buck

#259
Freezer Full 

#546
Trade Gun

#261
Athlete Hunt

#556
Stink Hunt

Circle 132 on Response Card
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These Buck-Buster crossbows
are only available in packages, and
they’re ready to shoot just as soon as
you bolt the front end to the stock,
and snap the quiver with its four
arrows in place. The Sims String
Leeches and LimbSavers have
already been installed, and the scope
has been mounted for you. “We do a
rough sighting in job, just like we do
with the Outfitter packages available
on our compound bows,” Grace said.
About the only adjustment the deal-
er may need to make on this 150
pound crossbow is to check the cus-
tomer’s length of pull and decide
whether to remove the 1-1/2 inch
spacer under the butt-plate.

“The real reason we designed the
stock that way is to allow us to build
the Fire-Ball,” Grace said, “which we
believe is the first crossbow specifi-
cally designed as a youth or ladies
model. In the Parker Compound
Bows line, we’ve always had what we
think of as the best ladies and youth
bows going. That’s been a very
important category for us. For the

same reason a full size compound
bow is not appropriate for a young-
ster or a lot of ladies, we wanted to
build a crossbow that was more
compact, lighter to carry and with a
lighter draw weight.”

The Fire-Ball is a compact 35
inches long, with the same 26 inch
axle-to-axle width as all the others.
Mass weight has been shaved to 6.1
pounds, about what they’d hold onto
in a .22 rifle. You can specify a draw
weight of either 75 or 100 pounds.
Unless your state has a higher min-
inum weight, those draw weights
should do the job on whitetails with-
in normal bow or crossbow range.
“My daughter hunted with a 75-
pound draw weight crossbow last
year in Virginia,” Grace said. “The
kinetic energy from it was in the
range of 60 to 65 pounds. That’s very
good, because we say we need about
40 pounds of kinetic energy to kill a
deer when we’re talking about a ver-
tical bow.”

The new Fire-Ball carries a
MSRP of $489.95 or $509.95,
depending on which sighting system
you prefer in the package. You can
get more details on the entire Parker
Crossbows line at (540) 337-5426.

Fred Bear Crossbows
By this fall the Fred Bear Archery

division of Escalade Sports should be
on the market with at least two new
models using the patented Reverse
Draw Technology that was intro-
duced by its inventors at the 2005
Archery Trade Show. As announced
in our July 2005 Crossbow Issue,
exclusive rights to market and man-
ufacture crossbows using that tech-
nology were licensed to Escalade
Sports by RDT Archery, which came

up with the
concept of hav-
ing limbs move
forward at the
draw so you
could incorpo-
rate a much
longer power
stroke. Fred
Bear Archery
was expected to
have its first
RDT models at

the 2006 ATA Show this past January,
but product manager Scott Alread
said they decided to hold off when
they realized with more time the
engineering and product develop-
ment staff could explore two distinct
avenues. “We could have a model
that would be super for hunting
because it would offer easy cocking
and be whisper quiet. And then we
could have a second model that
would be God-awful fast.”

As the product development
manager at Fred Bear Archery,
Alread originally assumed the RDT
crossbows should be tailored to
shoot about 320 fps so they’d be
competitive with other brands.
“That’s plenty fast for the 40 yards or
under shots that are considered the
effective range of anything that
shoots a broadhead tipped arrow.”
Because of the long draw stroke pos-
sible in the patented design, a low
draw weight of about 120 pounds
could be employed and that means
much less noise as limbs, cams and
harness return to position at the
shot. “Most crossbows out there
sound like a .22 when they go off. I
thought it would be really something
to have one that makes that speed
and just makes a ‘whoosh,’’’ Alread
told me in a phone interview in late
May.

However, when Alread visited
retailers last fall to observe how cus-
tomers were reacting to the three
existing Fred Bear models (and other
brands) he had something of an
epiphany. “Customer after customer
would say, ‘Which one of these is the
fastest.’ In my mind I was aiming to
emphasize low shock and vibration,
ease of use and good drawing char-
acteristics.” What he heard about
customers’ need for speed helped
convince Alread and others at the
Gainesville plant and Indiana head-
quarters to pursue two development
paths. Delaying the introduction
also let Fred Bear Archery fine-tune a
couple patented features which have
to do with shock and noise reduc-
tion. 

What will the new crossbows
look like when they reach dealers in
late summer? The day I spoke with
Alread he said a stock vendor was at

Circle 82 on Response Card

2006 
Crossbow Lines
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the plant showing two variations.
One was a solid wood with a thumb-
hole stock, something akin to what
you’d see on a nice target rifle, while
the second possibility was a stock
laminated from contrasting colors of
wood. Expect the RDT models to be
a little smaller and sleeker than the
competition, and to be more expen-
sive than current Fred Bear models
due to the wood stocks, the cost of
gearing up to manufacture new
models, and the fees associated with
licensing the basic technology.

“I think the smarter, more edu-
cated-about-crossbows guy will go
toward the smoother shooting
model. On the other hand, a lot of
what we call ‘early adopters’ may go

for the speed version, just so they
can say ‘I shoot the fastest crossbow
on the planet.’ It will be interesting
to see at the end of a year which of
the two planned models sells the
most,” Alread concluded.

Horton Crossbows
Where Alread feels a four-cross-

bow line might be the right number
for retailers to deal with, Horton
Crossbows has nine choices for 2006.
Paul Vaicunas, the Vice President of
Sales for the company that can trace
it roots more than four decades, said
Horton likes to be able to offer a
model that fits the budget and the
body of any crossbow buyer. 

A new PerfectFit Adjustable
Stock is one of the features on the
2006 Hunter Models, which also
have been restyled with a Realtree
Hardwoods HD camo finish. At first
glance the stock looks like the famil-
iar Bull-Pup Thumbhole style the
Tallmadge, Ohio firm has used for
years. Now though, one four-piece
system can be used to adjust the
stock length by 1 3/4 inches, while a
second four-piece system adjusts
the cheek piece height by 1/2 inch.

“We send these crossbows out
with both set to the medium posi-
tion,” Vaicunas said. If you have the
customer shoulder the crossbow
with their eyes closed, with cheek
against the stock, they should be
able to open their eyes and look
through the sights. If not, you can

adjust one or both portions of the
stock to get that all-important
“cheek weld” that should help them
be more accurate and comfortable
with their new Horton.

Horton builds a Hunter HD 175,
which combines a 175 pound draw
weight with 14 inch power stroke,
and a Hunter HD 150, which has a
peak weight of 150 pounds and uses
a 12 inch power stroke. Both bows
come alone or in packages with a
new style of 3-Dot Red Dot sight that
automatically adjusts the dot bright-
ness for different lighting conditions. 

“We’re emphasizing our cross-
bow packages more and more every
year,” Vaicunas told me. “It’s very
rare that a person will trade in their
compound bow for a crossbow. Our
customers tend to be the shotgun
hunter or the muzzleloader hunter
or the rifle hunter that wants to
extend their season. These guys are
used to spending $700 on a
rifle/scope combination. When we
can tell them, as many crossbow
manufacturers can today, that they
can get the bow, the sighting system,
the arrows and the broadheads for
that price, they take out their check-
book.”

Gun hunters may like the look of
the rounded stocks offered on the
Legend HD Pro 175, the Legend HD
175 and Legend HD Pro 150. But
Vaicunas said they typically don’t
notice or care that the Legend mod-
els carry a molded-in track while the

Circle 163 on Response Card for Parker Compound BowsCircle 140 on Response Card

2006 
Crossbow Lines

The current
line of three
Fred Bear
crossbows may
be trimmed by one
with the introduction of
two RDT versions later
this summer. This F300
model and the faster
F325 and F340 all use
a 175 pound draw
weight limb design.
F325 and F340 models have no-
let-off cams yet can still claim a trigger
pull of just 2.2 pounds. These crossbows 
all use lightweight, cored-out stocks
so mass weight is just 6.3 pounds 
for the F340, a little less for 
the other two models.

July06AT012-23ok.qxp  6/6/2006  6:38 PM  Page 18



parker compound bows www.parkerbows.com

July06AT012-23ok.qxp  6/6/2006  6:39 PM  Page 19



20

Hunter models have a machined
aluminum track mounted to the syn-
thetic stock. “One bow won’t shoot
better than the other. All our cross-
bows are tack drivers.” And while
strings may  need to be replaced cus-
tomers aren’t likely to wear out a
crossbow before the introduction of
new features bring them back into
your store to buy a new model.

One change that has helped
Horton sell to a lot of repeat cus-
tomers the past two years is an
upgrade in the company’s triggers.
This year the Talon Ultra Light Match
Grade Trigger is on all the Hunter
models, most Legend models and
the Team Realtree HD 175. That trig-
ger breaks at 3.8 pounds, Vaicunas
said, with no creep. You may sense
some travel in the less costly, though
still machined, Talon Custom Trigger
on three 150-pound draw models,
though the trigger still breaks at
under 4 pounds.

TenPoint 
Crossbow Technologies

Suffield, Ohio based TenPoint
has also been improving trigger
action and now has three styles used
over the seven models in the line for
2006. The Titan TL-4 holds its 165-
draw weight limbs back with a new
DropLatch trigger formed by MIM or
metal injection molding. Compared
to the investment casting it replaces,
the DropLatch has a much
smoother, harder surface for a big
improvement in trigger action over
the 2005 model.

The 175-pound draw weight
crossbows and the new adjustable
weight “Slider” models use a
RollerTouch trigger with twin rollers
that roll off the string latch’s sear sur-
face. The drops trigger pull into the
5-pound range.

P r e m i u m
models from
T e n P o i n t
C r o s s b o w
Te c h n o l o g i e s
have 185-pound
draw weights
held by a more
c o m p l i c a t e d
PowerTouch trig-
ger that uses the
MIM process for
all its compo-
nents. Your cus-
tomer can launch
an arrow down
the aluminum
barrell of an Elite
or Pro Elite with
91.4 foot pounds

of kinetic energy, by applying just 3.5
pounds of force to the trigger. 

These two crossbows share a
11.5 inch power stroke and differ
only in the finish. The Pro Elite has a
full coating of Realtree Hardwoods
Green HD, while the Elite has an
anodized bronze finish on barrel,
riser, trigger and limb pocket.

A black riser and limb pockets
are combined with the Realtree fin-
ish on the Pro Fusion, a new model
designed to give TenPoint a stronger
presence at the mid-range price
level. “On the Pro Fusion the entire
stock and barrel are molded from a
new material called Verton,”
explained Rick Bednar, the executive
VP and Chief Operating Officer.
“That bow is fun to shoot, it’s got the
RollerTouch trigger. We’ve tried to

BURR & COMPANY

INSURANCEE   PROGRAMS
FORR   THEE   ARCHERYY   INDUSTRY

Property

General Liability/Product Liability

Range Liability

Life/Health

JEFFREY A. DEREGNAUCOURT, A.R.M.
1 800 878-2877

Circle 146 on Response Card
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Excalibur President Bill Troubridge (left) shows Jason Jones the
improved quiver the company is selling with its accessory pack-
ages. Jones said the Excalibur models are the fastest crossbows
he’s ever had shot on his range in Taylor, Pennsylvania.

ProFusion from TenPoint
Crossbow Technologies has
an integral stock and barrel
molded from Verton.
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give it all the best features, fit, finish
and feel we could and still put it in
the $600 range.”

New this year is a Pro Slider and
Slider models so different they’re
under a 6 Point Series logo. “I consid-
er TenPoint to be a premium brand,
thought that doesn’t necessarily
equate to a premium price,” Bednar
said. “But eight years ago I envi-
sioned a little brother series. The 6
Point crossbows have less bells and
whistles, no thumbhole stock, and
they’re designed to benefit different
shooters. It’s a whole new marketing
direction that lets us appeal to
youth, women and the older guys.
When you set the Sliders at the
shorter draw strokes, they are easier
to load. They accommodate people
who are less physically developed,
like youth, but also people on the
other side of the fence, like the older
guy who can no longer pull back a
175 pound crossbow.”

Set in the “long” position, you
get a 12 inch power stroke and 175
pounds of peak weight out of the Pro
Slider, or 165 out of the Slider. The
unique feature lets you slide the riser
back and lock it at a mid-position on
the aluminum barrel, cutting the
power stroke to 10.625 and peak
weight to 150 pounds. At the short,
6.5 inch setting your customer pulls
125 pounds. Like the TenPoint mod-
els, these bows have stocks already
tapped to accept the crank-style
ACUdraw or rope-style ACUdraw 50.

Bednar doesn’t think people will
switch power settings once they set-
tle on what fits them, but these bows
can be shared by different family
members who shoot them at differ-
ent settings. “The 6 Point Series is

selling over projections. We felt it
would be all incremental business
because for us it’s targeting a new
market, so it doesn’t seem to be
affecting the TenPoint sales at all.”

Excalibur Crossbows
Remember when I started out by

saying sometimes crossbow lines
vary little year to year. Excalibur
Crossbows can be forgiven for carry-
ing over the 2005 models without
changes, because the Ontario firm

Circle 2 on Response Card

1029 S. Jackson St. • Janesville, WI  53546 • (608) 757-8153 • www.rinehart3-d.com
PROUDLY MADE IN THE U.S.A.

When it comes to 
making greater profits— 

Rinehart’s new 18-1
is an easy target.

DEALERS, NOW YOU CAN 
MAKE EVEN MORE MONEY 
THAN EVER BEFORE — THANKS
TO OUR EXCLUSIVE 18-1 SOLID
RINEHART FOAM TARGETS.
The Rinehart 18-1 target offers your 
customers the ultimate in easy arrow
pull (whether shooting with field points,
broadheads or expandables) and it’s
portable and weatherproof, too. But
best of all, the Rinehart 18-1 stands up
and outlasts the competition hands down. 

For year-round sales, be sure to call 
(608) 757-8153 today and stock up on 
the hottest selling archery targets in the industry.

SHOOT OUT ONE RINEHART SIDE, 
ROTATE IT 45° FOR A NEW TARGET WITH

NEW FOAM. IT’S THAT EASY!

THE BEST ARCHERY TARGETS IN THE WORLD

Shown in the Long posi-
tion, this SixPoint Slider
can have the riser set to
any of three positions
along the barrel.
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has been enjoying an explosion of
sales south of the border. “Our U.S.
sales growth in 2005 exceeded 100
percent,” President Bill Troubridge
told me during the 2006 Kinsey’s
Dealer Show, “ and we’re bracing for
another good year in 2006. In July of
2005 we added 8,000 square feet to
our factory. We increased our CNC
machining capacity by 40 percent,
and now (he said speaking in March)
those machines are already running
full time.”

I’ve known Bill Troubridge for
about 20 years, and there were many
lean ones early on when it seemed
few U.S. customers were interested
in recurve crossbows, no matter how
fast they shot or how trouble-free

they were. What’s different now?
“People have just come to realize

that in crossbows, recurves may
have some advantages over the com-
pound systems,” Troubridge said.
“On our bows there’s a lot less stuff
that has to start moving, produce the
power, then stop moving in a com-
paratively short power stroke.”

Excalibur uses the same com-
presssion molded limbs on the 150-
pound Vixen as it does on the 175
pound Phoenix, the Exocet 200 and
the 235-pound ExoMax. Where the
Vixen limb butts are straight across
the Phoenix riser draws the butts
inward, so that bow builds more
weight as you draw the string
through the 14 inch power stroke.

For the Exocet 200, a longer alu-
minum barrel gives you a 15.5 inch
power stroke, while the most power-
ful unit builds its 35 pound heavier
peak weight by drawing the limb tips
back an inch further.

Excalibur makes its own limbs
using a process that combines pul-
trusion and compression molding,
and the simple recurve design lets
you shoot 20 inch arrows as light as
350 grains. That’s how these bows
can generate arrow speeds of
between 285 and 355 fps!

Troubridge pointed to the new
crossbow seasons opening in some
states as another reason for his com-
pany’s surges in sales. “Any area that
opens up is a huge opportunity for
Excalibur because those customers
don’t have predjudices against one
style of crossbow or another. They
haven’t been told that compound
crossbows are better, so when our
dealers show them our models and
explain our ‘less is more’ approach to
design, they understand.”

If you’d like to understand more
about Excalibur Crossbows, you can
contact the firm at (519) 743-6890 or
fax your inquiry to (519) 743-6964.

Hickory Creek’s Draw-Loc
At 24 inches, axle to axle,

Hickory Creeks’ Draw-Loc is lighter
and more compact than most cross-
bows. It’s actually a super-short
compound with built-in foot stirrup
that comes standard with a device to
hold the arrow at full draw. Jerry Goff
introduced the Draw-Loc as an
accessory back in 1995, and you can
still order the heavy bracket and the
sliding rod with its attached release.

Seven years ago the ex-boxer
introduced his first Draw-Loc
equipped compound, a 32 incher.
Since then he’s worked on making a
more compact bow that would be
easier for customers to handle, espe-
cially since many of them have
health problems that prevent them
from enjoying hand-held compound

Circle 197 on Response Card

2006 
Crossbow Lines

The Phoenix is a 175
pound crossbow from
Excalibur that features a
14-inch power stroke. It
weights just 6.3 pounds
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bows. Goff’s current version, a single
cam, weighs 5.1 pounds total, and
provides an 18 inch power stroke
with its 26 inch arrow. You can order
it in 55-75 pounds, but he’ll urge you
to go with the one that adjusts from
75 to 95 instead. “I’ve had customers
tell me that’s too much weight, but if
they weigh 180 pounds they’re
already pressing 90 with each leg
ever time they stand up from the
table.”

“We’ve got a lot of right handed
shooters who may have a weak left
side and can’t hold a bow up. They’ve
been able to switch over and shoot
very well,” Goff said. “A right-handed
woman is naturally stronger in the
right side and may prefer having that
side holding the bow. She can just
shut her right eye and look through
the peep with her left.  I’ve set up
many bows for amputees. We attach
an arrow shaft to the grip and to the

trigger. They’ll set the bar of the
release on their chin, and squeeze
the end of the shaft to trigger the
release. As a two-arm shooter, I often
shoot that way myself. Using either
hand from a treestand, I can cover a
360 degree radius. A lot of hunters
are looking for an alternative to
crossbows, and this is a great alter-
native.”

Reach the Mississippi manufac-
turer at (228) 832-2649.

X2™ HYBRID Archery Series
Hard-shell protection

with soft-sided flexibility...
There’s nothing like it!™

1-888-70SPORT   www.doskosport.com
© 2006 Doskocil Manufacturing Company

Water/dirt resistant
zippers and fabrics

Internal accessory
pockets

Internal straps to
secure bow

Water/dirt resistant
zippers and fabrics

Internal accessory
pockets

Internal straps to
secure bow

High-impact protection
for sights & cam areas!

• ATV tie down straps
• EVA foam armor string

protection across bottom of case
• Holds compact arrow boxes

Available in OD Green and Mossy Oak® Breakup.

NEW
!

Protection
where it
counts!

Circle 66 on Response Card

The D.L.24 can be drawn by hand or by using the foot stirrup so
the leg and back musles are employed. The string is held at full
draw by the release with a safety, that’s mounted on a steel rod
that slides through a bracket and behind a spring loaded catch.
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