
Like most of you reading this
article, most of my time and
money is devoted to making

sure my own business stays healthy.
However, this past December 13-15
ArrowTrade’s Editor and Publisher
joined more than 80 others at the 4th
Annual Archery Trade Association’s
Archery & Bowhunting Summit
Meeting. The summit meetings are
hosted by the ATA each year as a way
to gauge how well the industry and
sport as a whole is doing. They also

serve as a forum where new plans to
increase the number of bowhunters
and recreational archers can be nur-
tured and existing programs can be
critiqued and fine-tuned.

Gathering at the Ritz-Carlton
Hotel in Dearborne, Michigan were
ATA staff members, representatives of
the ATA board and of the Dealer
Council and Rep Council. Leaders of
the major bowhunting and archery
organizations were on hand to report
on their own initiatives, some accom-
plished with their own resources and
some benefiting from ATA logistical
or financial support. The entire first
day, however, was given over to
progress reports from representatives
of the state wildlife agencies that have

signed important Memorandums of
Understanding with the ATA.

ATA’s President and CEO, Jay
McAninch, had done his best to
explain these MOUs to me when he
visited ArrowTrade’s home office ear-
lier last fall. Thirty years of working
with state wildlife officials had given
him some great contacts. It also gave
him an understanding of how tax
money generated by the sale of
archery equipment and allotted back
to the states as federal aid could get
used up without accomplishing even
the original goals of building ranges
and educating new hunters. 

“These MOUs are only about
three pages,” McAninch told me. “I
know most of these state directors
personally. We sit down and write an
agreement that basically says let’s
grow archery and bowhunting
together in this state. We emphasize
five or six key areas. We say we want to
create and refurbish ranges. We want
to implement school and recreational
archery programs. We want to create

ATA-Led Meetings Reveal

Rebecca Humphries, the Director of the
Michigan Department of Natural
Resources, took the podium to give the
welcome to assembled guests on the first
morning of the Summit Meeting. Below
right, she also spoke during lunch about
the challenges of maintaining hunter num-
bers in an increasingly urbanized society.
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community archery programs, to ser-
vice all the kids exposed to archery
through NASP and give them a way to
shoot during the summer and after
school. We also want to work with the
states to expand bowhunting oppor-
tunities.”

McAninch then continued, “In
essence the MOUs are saying out
loud, in a nice way, that we contribute
$30 million a year as an industry, and
we’d like to see it come back to bene-
fit the sport.” The 15 state directors
who had signed MOUs probably
understand the ATA helped guarantee
their federal funding when it got the
excise tax put back on imported
arrows. Many of them are also eager
to take advantage of the help the ATA
is ready to offer as they get started
with new programs, either in staff
time or in direct contributions of
funds the industry group raises
through the annual ATA Show or
receives as contributions to the

ArrowSport or the Bowhunting
Preservation Alliance foundations.

For example, Michelle Doerr, the
ATA Education and Research
Coordinator, has been helping the
city of Shakopee, Minnesota draw up
plans for a family-friendly Archery
Park, using plans from a landscape
architect paid by the ATA. Dee Falks,
the designer of many Archery Shooter
Association ranges, has worked at
industry expense to help states like
Tennessee lay out safe and enjoyable
field and 3-D ranges. States, counties
and cities interested in building
ranges can find out how many
bowhunters and NASP-trained
school children are within driving
range with the help of Emily Beach,
the ATA’s expert on Geographic
Information Systems. Emily’s posi-
tion is funded for two years through a
grant from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. “Guess where that money
came from,” McAninch said. “The

archery excise tax.”
The fast-growing National

Archery in the Schools Program
(NASP) has also helped the ATA get its
foot in the door with these state agen-
cies, as most of them have made use
of a $15,000 implementation grant
made available by the ATA. Mathews,
Inc. and the National Wild Turkey
Foundation have made huge individ-
ual cash grants to NASP, but
McAninch said the industry-wide
contributions recently passed a total
of $400,000, something many people
aren’t aware of. When I mentioned
the excitement of covering the 2006
NASP state tourney in Minnesota,
McAninch said the state NASP coor-
dinator I interviewed there had half
his salary covered by an ATA grant,
while the rest came from federal aid
generated by FET on things like bows
and bow sights.

Michigan is another state where
the ATA has used diplomacy and the
promise of direct aid to move ahead
on programs to recruit archers and
eventually boost equipment sales for
archery retailers. “Director Becky
Humphries and I have known each
other a long time,” McAninch had
said when he visited me in rural
Braham, Minnesota. “We talked and
she said ‘I just don’t know if we can
make this school archery program go
anywhere without somebody to coor-
dinate it.’” The department was
strapped for funds, the ATA president
said, and was looking at having to
increase license fees to avoid staff
cutbacks. “I said what if the ATA
helped you by funding a school
archery coordinator in Michigan for
the next three years. She said that was
a great idea. I said, well, we need you
to do something of equal or greater
value. About three weeks later she
called to say Michigan was making a

Accomplishments, Challenges 
By Tim Dehn

Mary Emmons
(left) and Jackie
Waber attended
from the
Michigan
Department of
Natural
Resources.
Waber is the
Hunting
Education and
Shooting Range
Coordinator.
Mary Emmons is
the NASP or
School Archery
Coordinator, a
position made
possible by
funding from
the Archery
Trade
Association.
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$96,000 contribution to be used for
school archery equipment purchas-
es.”

Michigan has a huge population
of hunters now, Rebecca Humphries
explained as she made the opening
remarks to summit attendees on
December 13th, and as they pursue
their sport they contribute $1.3 bil-
lion dollars to the state economy each
year. “But each year we’ve been losing
1 percent of our licensed hunters.” As
that continues her state is not only
losing some of its hunting heritage,
her department is losing the revenue
from those aging former hunters.
“We’ve got to reach out to the next
generation of outdoor participants.”
If an individual gets a chance to learn
archery in the schools, and can prac-
tice it in their backyard or through
community programs, Humphries
said there’s a chance they’ll take that
skill into the field as bowhunters and
pass a hunting heritage onto their
children.

Mary Emmons had been on the
job seven months as the school
archery coordinator within the
Michigan DNR when she took the
podium for the first of the state
progress reports. The National
Archery in the Schools Program
(NASP) in her state started as a pilot
program in 12 Michigan schools in
2004, added 31 schools in 2005 and
100 more in 2006. While that growth is
impressive participating schools are a
tiny fraction of the whole in this pop-
ulous state with 543 school districts.
“I just sat down and realized we’re in
less than 3 percent of the schools with
NASP,” Emmons said. “At the rate
we’re growing, by 2008 we’ll be in 8
percent.”

Emmons has enlisted 20 of her
colleagues in the wildlife agency to
help train phys-ed teachers in the
safe and simple NASP curriculum.
There are archery training sessions
set for every Saturday between mid-
December and the end of March,
Emmons said, and the back-log of
teachers wanting to get certified is so

long she recently took the press
release publicizing sessions off the
DNR website. (One reason teachers
are willing to spend their free time
taking the training is that the archery
instruction was tweaked, with ATA’s
help, so it meets Michigan
Department of Education standards
for the continuing education credits
teachers need to keep their licenses
current.)

The pre-packaged equipment
kits for schools, with their Genesis
bows, aluminum arrows, targets and
safety netting cost $2,600. Rather
than fund the whole amount, her
department funds half, so the $96,000
Director Humphries was able to com-
mit gives Emmons 78 equipment
grants of $1,300 each. A school can’t
simply ask for the funds: Emmons
has both her teacher contact and the
principal sign an agreement that
NASP will be taught as part of the
phys-ed program for a minimum of
five years, that a certified instructor
will be kept on staff, that the equip-
ment will be maintained in a safe
manner and that it will be available
for lending to local groups when not
needed for school instruction.

Even $1,300 is enough to make
some schools hesitant about getting
involved, so Emmons helps coordi-

nate an “Adopt-A-School” program so
retailers like Jay’s Sporting Goods in
Clare, Michigan can donate the
money to get one or more schools
involved. Local chapters of Safari
Club International and the National
Wild Turkey Foundation have also
been big backers of the program
which brought in $30,000 in dona-
tions during 2006. Emmons had a
waiting list of 34 schools when she
addressed the industry group,
schools that have certified NASP
instructors but need help coming up
with the $1,300 for each equipment
kit. Sportsmen’s groups can look at
their donations as helping out young-
sters who are more likely to be pro-
shooting and pro-hunting when
they’re old enough to vote. For retail-
ers, Emmons said Michigan has 2
million school children, and if just a
fraction of them take up archery
because of NASP’s growing reach it
can provide a big boost to equipment
sales for pro shops and sporting
goods stores.

In 2007 the Michigan DNR is
going to partner with the Michigan
Recreation and Park Association to
encourage local communities to
make archery one of the sports they
offer along with T-ball or soccer,
Emmons said. Michigan has a

Circle 152 on Response Card for Ram Outfitters

The 10-member ATA
staff includes people with
experience working in
the very agencies the
industry group now part-
ners with. Michelle Doerr,
left, is the Education and
Research Coordinator.
She moderated the ses-
sion that featured
progress reports from
local and state agencies
because she works with
them on a weekly basis.
Emily Beach (right) was
hired under a federal
grant funded by FET tax
monies. She works with
Geographic Information
System databases and
can help agencies under-
stand where good popu-
lations of archers and
bowhunters exist now
and where to best locate
ranges to serve them and
new converts.
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Natural Resources Trust Fund that
awarded grants totaling $36 million in
2006. Money can be used to purchase
land for public recreation and assist
in its development, and Emmons said
she’s hoping a few communities in
the state will step up with plans and
matching funds to create or expand
archery ranges.

Space limitations mean we can’t
detail all the progress being made by
more than a dozen states which had
representatives at the 2006 Archery &
Bowhunting Summit, but here are
some of the high points.

OHIO
Kevin Dixon is one of two

Division of Wildlife employees who
spend part of their time on programs
promoting archery and bowhunting.
That state now has 138 schools par-
ticipating in NASP with the help of
198 certified teachers and an addi-
tional 42 volunteers. Two community
archery programs are underway, in
Cincinnati and Columbus, and two
more are in the talking stage. Clubs
like the After School All Stars that
meet at a Columbus recreation center
are helping to prepare students for
the first state-wide NASP tourna-
ment, set for March 2 in Columbus in
conjunction with the Arnold Classic
Sports Festival at Veteran’s Memorial
Hall. “We are hoping to have 900
NASP Archers compete in this event,”
Dixon said.

With support from the ATA, ATA’s
Bowhunting Preservation Alliance
and a target manufacturer, Field
Logic, the Ohio Division of Wildlife
assembled six colorful archery and
shooting sports trailers over the past
year. One is assigned to each of five
regional offices, the sixth is available
for state-wide use at events like coun-
ty fairs.

Six new archery ranges have been
built on state park property with the
help of the ATA, Dixon reported, and
six additional ones are being built or
are in the planning stage. For
instance in Northeast Ohio’s

Punderson State Park there’s a new
walk-through field range, a static
range where you can shoot up to 70
meters, an elevated shooting plat-
form and a broadhead shooting pit.
While the ATA planning and financial
assistance was important, Dixon said
a local club, the Geugua Bowman
Club, helped provide the manpower
to get it built.

Ohio is also helping to boost the
interest young people have in hunt-
ing by offering special youth-only
seasons preceding the normal deer,
turkey and waterfowl seasons. Youth
hunting license sales have been grow-
ing for the past five years, from 34,459
in 2002 to 41,850 in 2005. In 2006,
youth license sales shot up by more
than 12,000, Dixon reported, in part
because youth and adult first time
hunters can now get an apprentice
license before they decide if they
want to continue in the sport and go
through a hunter education course.
The law was passed after lobbying by
the National Shooting Sports
Foundation, National Wild Turkey

Federation and United State’s
Sportsmen’s Foundation under the
Families Afield Program. “It removed
one more barrier to a person taking
up hunting,” Dixon said. “They can
buy an apprentice license for up to
three years, then would need to go
through hunter education training.”

Minnesota
The advanced bowhunter educa-

tion training available in Minnesota is
more in demand now, Ryan Bronson
reported when he took his turn at the
podium, because the increasing
number of cities that host urban deer
hunts typically require that certifica-
tion as well as a proficiency test. “We
now have 367 instructors, triple the
2004 level. We had 741 students this
year, and expect to double that to
1,400 by next year.”

New and existing bowhunters
have more ranges to shoot on, with 11
added in the past year including three
in the metro area. Bronson said the
Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources is trying to get the city and

Ohio’s Kevin Dixon led one of the three break-out sessions where attendees set priori-
ties for how available funding should be allocated to try and retain existing archers and
attract new ones. Here Malcolm Snyder, representing Pape’s Archery, gives his input on
behalf of that full line archery distributor based in Louisville, Kentucky.
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county park and recreational depart-
ments to send proposals to build
additional archery ranges with the
help of the Federal Aid derived from
archery equipment sales. His depart-
ment attended the Minnesota park
and rec convention, with plans for an
attractive Archery Park that had been
drawn up with ATA funding.

Ranges and elaborate archery
parks are easiest to justify when you
can show there’s plenty of existing
archers in the area. Bronson said as
his Minnesota department set out to
promote the NASP program, it identi-
fied 30 schools with the top number
of bowhunters living in the district.
When it approached those schools to
offer help in getting archery back into
their phys-ed programs, 23 of the 30
agreed. “In the application process,
we ask whether there will be an after
school archery program as part of the
school participating in NASP. And we
make it clear if they say yes, it will
move them up on the list to get state
funding to help purchase the equip-
ment. Right now we know of 29 after-

school archery programs operating in
Minnesota. Some of them are shoot-
ing in the school gym, some of them
are shooting in blocked-off hallways.”

Bowhunting license sales in
Minnesota are on the upswing,
Bronson was happy to report. After
hovering in the 70,000s for years,
they’ve reached 80,000, and the
biggest growth is in the ages 12 to 17.
“We can’t prove it, but we believe
NASP is responsible.”

The co-ed instruction and the
requirement that both sexes make up
teams traveling to tournaments may
explain why girls are taking up
bowhunting today at a faster rate
than boys in Minnesota. 

Tennessee
Don Crawford was happy to

report that Tennessee would host its
first NASP tournament this winter, at
Opryland during the National Wild
Turkey Federation’s national conven-
tion. NWTF has been a big booster for
NASP, and Crawford said he’s grateful
for the opportunity to show NASP off

15Circle 203 on Response Card

Jennifer Bailey of the Georgia
Department of Natural Resources makes a
point during the Thursday breakout ses-
sions that saw representatives of state
agencies, national archery and bowhunt-
ing groups, and industry representatives
exchange ideas. Bailey said she’s had
good success supporting new NASP pro-
grams in schools by helping area 4-H
clubs bring their instructors in to head up
after-school archery clubs.
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to some of the 40,000 expected to
attend the wild turkey convention
and show.

Tennessee was hoping to fund a
full-time coordinator for the NASP
program, Crawford said, with assis-
tance from the ATA, but on the last
day of budget work the position got
cancelled. NASP has to compete in
his state with the fast-growing
Scholastic Clay Target Program,
which is turning a lot of high school
students into great wing shots. “We’re
tops in the nation with SCTP right
now, and its hard to get funds for
NASP now. I hope by next year, or the
following, we’ll be able to say NASP is
in 100 schools in Tennessee.”

Crawford showed photos of the
new Montgomery County Shooting
Complex near Clarksville. It has a 400
yard rifle range, 100 yard pistol range,
and 10 skeet and trap fields. It also
has, with some design assistance
from the ATA and consultant Dee
Falks, a 3-D range. Since the shooting
complex is within 20 miles of a dozen
schools, Crawford said he hopes an

indoor range can be built there where
students can practice and hold tour-
naments.

Arizona
Denise Raum came from the

retail side of the business in
Pennsylvania to head up what’s called
the Statewide Archery & Bowhunting
Program in the Arizona Game & Fish
Department. Schools who want to
participate in NASP can get the per-

manent loan of equipment sets
owned by the department. There are
78 schools participating, another 24
on a waiting list. Because of high
teacher turnover rates, the school has
to have two teachers certified to teach
the instruction before it receives its
archery kit. While NASP teaching
materials are widely available, the
department has also created 15 daily
lesson plans teachers can use in the
archery unit of their phys-ed class.

PHOTO LEFT: This plan for an Archery Park on 2.5 acres
is something the ATA can share with states, counties or
cities looking for a way to put in a family-friendly facility.
The turn-around area past the parking lot makes it easy
for school buses to bring children for practice or competi-
tion. The name “Archery Park” was suggested by Randy
Phillips, an ATA Dealer Council member from Arizona, as
being less threatening and more positive than “range.”

BELOW: The ATA’s GIS expert, Emily Beach, can develop
maps and charts to help locate new ranges where there
are high concentrations of existing archers and NASP-
participating schools.

Don Rabska of USA Archery
(which has replaced the NAA)
used exercise bands to illus-
trate how a new shooting form
is being taught to this country’s
top archers by  National Head
Coach Kisik Lee, who was
recruited from Korea. It relies
less on muscle tension and
more on compression of the
skeleton. A staff of Regional
High Performance Coaches is
being trained to help locate
and groom promising young
archers. Rabska also pledged
to work with other archery
organizations and NADA, the
National Archery Development
Association, to ready the thou-
sands of coaches needed to
staff after-school and commu-
nity archery programs.

16

March07AT10-21.qxp  2/3/2007  3:41 PM  Page 16



Raum showed photos of the
extensive archery facilities at the Ben
Avery Shooting Sports Complex in
Phoenix. Planned improvements
include a new family walk-through
range using five color target faces. She
also hopes ground will be broken
soon for an indoor shooting range
where the department could host

youth shooting programs and use
those to demonstrate to retailers how
they could operate their own youth
programs. Retailers can also borrow
complete youth archery instruction
kids from the department, she said,
so they’d don’t have to deplete their
own stock to conduct shooting class-
es for a Scout or youth group.

Georgia
Jennifer Bailey said archery retail-

ers in her state have been great at
maintaining NASP equipment kits at
cost, or for free. She said it’s helpful to
phys-ed teachers to have additional
adults helping, so volunteers can
attend any of the archery certification
courses her department conducts,
free of cost. Georgia’s first state NASP
shoot will be hosted at a retail store,
she said, with students shooting both
indoor and outdoor ranges. Federal
Section 10 money isn’t set up to cover
competition, she noted, so this is
being conduced as a Fun Shoot and
not a true tournament.

(Section 10 funds are earmarked
for use on education, ranges and pro-
jects that recruit new archers. Back in
2001 the ATA under Jay McAninch
was successful in getting legislation
passed to make $8 million of addi-
tional federal aid available to the
states each year for these purposes,
by capping the amount that could be
used by the United States Fish and

17Circle 165 on Response Card

ABOVE: During the discussion on archery parks and ranges, Michelle Eichler of Muzzy
Products (right) urged the addition of a jungle gym so mom’s like herself could occupy
small children for an hour or two while older children are shooting archery.
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Wildlife Service to administer and
oversee the state’s use of archery tax
revenues.)

That federal aid, funds from the
Georgia DNR and ATA funds are
being combined to build new archery
facilities at the offices where Bailey
works in Walton, Georgia. Facilities
that are open to the public have to be
concerned about the theft of 3-D tar-
gets, she noted, so here archers will
walk along a building where garage
doors roll up to reveal the different
targets, including carp and cartoon
characters for the youngsters who
can shoot from 5 to 20 yards on their
own designated portion of the course.

Iowa
Ben Berka’s job as the Shooting

Sports Coordinator with the Iowa
Department of Natural Resources has
him overseeing rifle and shotgun
school programs, as well as NASP.
Where the department used to focus
on the hunters and fishermen who
bought the licenses, now it’s support-
ing programs that should generate
more hunters in the future.

When the ATA’s Michelle Doerr
visited him a few weeks before the
summit meeting, Berka said they
checked out a Des Moines area park
that might be a good candidate to
receive an archery range. “As a
department, we’ve committed that
any state shooting range built from
now on will have an archery compo-
nent.”

In Iowa it was a group of
bowhunters and archery business-
men, including ATA Chairman
Laverne Woock, that started an Iowa
Archery in the Schools Foundation to
bring NASP to their state. The foun-
dation had helped fund the equip-
ment purchases, while local schools
have generally been able to get area
wildlife and conservation groups to
provide matching funds. Forty Iowa
schools used the NASP program dur-
ing the 2005-2006 school year, anoth-
er 10 were added this school year. “In
2008 we’d like to host our first state

shoot, in conjunction with the Iowa
Deer Classic,” Berka said.

Utah
Utah is fairly new to the NASP

program, Ralynne Takeda reported,
with five schools involved. There’s no
shortage of interest: During a four-
day sportman’s expo the DNR ran 90
kids per hour through an archery
range. 

Improvements are planned at the
Lee Kay Shooting Range in Salt Lake
City, Takeda said. The archery range
faces west now, so people shooting
after work are squinting into the sun.
It will be changed to face north, and
youth and 3-D ranges will be added.
“We hope to break ground for that in
2007,” she said.

New Jersey
New Jersey’s school archery pro-

gram is also in its infancy. An industry
grant of $25,000 allowed the first 10
schools to participate, but since then
only three additional schools have

joined, all fully funded by sportsmen’s
group. “We haven’t had one school
come forward and say they have the
$2,500 to get the program started,”
state representative Jim Sciascia said.

Alabama
Ray Metzler of Alabama said his

state printed up 10,000 $5 raffle tick-
ets as a way to help local schools pur-
chase their NASP equipment sets.
Donated hunts and bows are the
prizes, and since all the money stays
with the local schools people are pret-
ty good about buying them. Schools
get some extra help their first day of
each archery phys-ed unit, Metzler
said, as a DNR employee is there to
help out. “We want kids to see our
conservation officers helping people,
not just arresting people.”

When Alabama school kids come
to shoot the state NASP tournament,
he said, they’ll be able to sample rock
climbing, fly fishing and 3-D shooting
the same day. Some of the 900 stu-
dents expected will be from after-
school archery clubs now operating
in Mobile, Montgomery and Troy.

Dee Falks of the Archery Shooters
Association held up the new 3-D Indoor
Target Delta Industries had developed to
help 3-D fans stay sharp when they have
to shoot indoors and to encourage more
dot-shooters to try the challenging out-
door courses set up under ASA or IBO
rules. At right, a new Youth Field Target
from Delta is designed to be shot at 10, 15
and 20 yards and incorporates IBO and
ASA scoring. It’s designed to help young-
sters make the transition from shooting
paper faces to shooting full-body targets.

Delta’s Jen Kresser participated in the
Summit meetings in Dearborne, Michigan.
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South Carolina
Dennetta Dawson said her state

agency just signed its MOU with the
ATA in October, so coordinating
school archery has been added to

the list of responsibilities for the two
education officers in each of the
state’s 8 districts. South Carolina
uses Federal Section 10 funds, and
money from a memorial fund to sub-
sidize the equipment kits so partici-
pating schools can buy into the pro-
gram for $500. Of the 79 teachers
certified, 40 of them went through
training this year. “Our 2007 state

tournament will be at the Palmetto
Sportman's Classic,” she said. “We
had 176 kids and 11 schools repre-
sented at the 2006 tournament.”

Wyoming
Patty Stevens has to deal with

long distances, and snowy roads up
to nine months of the year, as she
coordinates the school archery pro-
gram for the Wyoming Fish and
Game Department. Low population
is also an issue. “People say this state
is like a small town with really long
streets. Last year we had one class
with five students take the National
Bowhunter Education Program. This
year we hope to double that.”

For all those challenges, NASP
and OREO, an Outdoor Recreation
and Education Opportunity pro-
gram that includes recurve bow use,
are doing relatively well. Between
the two of them, archery is in 25 per-
cent of Wyoming junior and senior
high schools. Stevens said schools
serving an Indian reservation were
particularly backing the program,
because she’s cultivated good rela-
tions with tribal elders and they sup-
port getting archery back into the
hands of their young people with an
eye to having more of them hunt
with bow and arrow.

Missouri
Ron Reitz of the Missouri

Department of Natural Resources
provided a sobering reminder of how
important school and community
archery programs may be if we’re to
stem the nationwide aging of the
hunting population. His department
has to worry about how many gun
and bow hunters they’ll be 10 and 20
years from now, he said, because

David Farbman of the World Hunting Association (left) answers questions after his
address. He was invited to speak to summit attendees after the Thursday evening dinner.
Farbman’s initial plans to develop a series of tournaments that involved darting and
measuring trophy bucks within preserves had aroused a firestorm of negative publicity
and caused industry sponsors to back away. Farbman accepted the invitation of ATA, the
NRA and Safari Club International (SCI) to meet with their representatives and later
scrapped the deer darting plans and apologized for what in retrospect he said was a
really bad idea. The Michigan real estate developer has since invested more than a mil-
lion dollars in preparing an interactive website where bowhunters and other archers can
participate in the kind of social networking that many young people devote hours to
every week. Competitive hunting remains part of the site, but it’s done with small teams
of hunters whose goal is to locate and kill a trophy buck under time restrictions, and to
record it on video.

Farbman’s participation in the ATA Summit Meeting demonstrates the value of keeping
an open mind when new initiatives are developed that may help grow archery and
bowhunting. ATA’s Jay McAninch and Merle Shepard of SCI praised
Farbman’s ability to connect with a younger, internet-savvy generation.
“I was intrigued by how using this site did increase the non-hunter’s
interest in hunting,” Shepard said. Farbman said this site, as irreverent
as portions of it may seem to middle-aged businessmen, also has the
potential to get more people hunting from the minorities that together
are rapidly becoming the majority in this country. “The fear factor has
to go away,” he told his audience. “You have to let the younger genera-
tion be the younger generation.”

In under an hour the mood among attendees switched from caution or
even hostility to curiosity and for some, a desire to work with Farbman
to bring more visitors to their company or agency web sites.

“You speak the language of my kids,” Delta’s Jen Kresser said after
listing to Farbman explain how his new site (at right) will function ini-
tially and what some possibilities are for its future.

March07AT10-21.qxp  2/3/2007  3:56 PM  Page 20



21

hunters are dedicated conservation-
ists who help influence public policy.
They also pay many of the bills at the
Missouri DNR, with permit sales
bringing in $20 million annually.

In 1995, 12 percent of the state
population identified themselves as
hunters. In 2001, that was down to 5
percent, a 5 percent decline in just
five years. Baby boomers make up
the largest portion of hunters now,
Reitz said, but what happens when
those people are too old to draw a
bow or to face another cold morning
on stand? Efforts to retain existing
hunters, including equipment
changes like allowing crossbow use
in the archery season, can work for a
while to help stem the decline. Reitz
said recruitment of new hunters
must become much more successful
if Missouri or any state is to maintain
hunter numbers in the long run.

Conclusion
Reitz’s charts and commentary

were a good reminder of why the ATA
and the archery industry that sup-
ports it needs to keep on with the
good work that’s being done now. As
Jay McAninch had told me earlier,
the federal tax money to help get
archery growing again has always
been there. Now a lot more of it is
getting used where it counts. The
ATA president and CEO said he
spends about 80 percent of his time
working with the federal and state
agencies to get that money put to
good use. “First we sell them on the
concept, then we hand them the
tools.”

“We know exactly what each
state receives in Federal Excise Tax
funds, so I have that information
when I go in to speak with a state
director. I don’t go in to chastise the
guy. I’ve always told our manufactur-
ers that if they walk into talk to their
state DNR director, and start by hit-
ting them with a hammer, it’s hard
for him to think positively about the
next thing you’re going to say to
them. But if you simply say, ‘I see
you’re spending it over here, and I’d
rather see you spending it here. And
if you’d be willing to do these things,
I’d be willing to bring these other
people in on the project.....As you

know, a little honey goes a long way.”
Erik Watts, the past board chair

for the ATA, said the industry has
come a long way since he attended
his first Summit Meeting. “We sat in
out little cliques, and most of our
time was spent voicing frustration
about how little had been done. Now
look at who’s here.” Watts said it was
great to see states begin to compete
with each other to see who can do
the best job of recruiting archers and
bowhunters. He said the industry,

the state agencies, and the archery
and bowhunting organizations final-
ly understand they’re all in the same
boat. “Now we need to learn to pull
on the oars together.”

Author’s Note: More information
from the Archery & Bowhunting
Summit Meeting appears in the
Industry News section of this March
issue.

Circle 214 on Response Card
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