
Early in my bowhunting career I
realized if I was to be consis-
tently successful as a

bowhunter I had to get away from a
whitetail’s keen sense of smell. The
obvious way of course was to get
above the deer I was hunting and
that meant I had to hunt from a tree.
It was a good idea but, implementing

it proved to be a problem. 
Back in the early to mid-sixties, if

a bowhunter needed something for
hunting, most of the time he either
made it himself or did without. My
problem was to find a way to climb a
hardwood tree and then somehow
manage to perch there for a few
hours without falling. 

The first tree I remember climb-
ing was a large sugar maple located
at the edge of a swamp. To get to the
first branch, I made a pile of field
stone so that I was about two feet
above the ground. By standing on the
top of the rock pile I could grab a low
hanging branch, throw my foot over a
tree limb, and then pull myself up.
Once in the tree, I climbed to where I
could place each of my feet on two
jutting tree limbs and waited for a
deer to appear. It never occurred to
me how dangerous this practice was
and I still refer to this period as the
“Stone Age” of tree climbing. 

Today of course, hunters don’t
have such problems because there
are numerous companies manufac-
turing products that allow hunters to
climb trees with minimum risk.
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are what the company says are the
perfect climbing stick for climbing
the imperfect tree. The slim profile of
the single aluminum tube fits in the
tightest spots and hunters who have
to carry their gear into their hunting
areas will love the idea that a three-
pack of Lone Wolf Climbing Sticks
weigh just 7-½ pounds. Each
Climbing Stick measures 32-inches
in length and has a 10-inch distance
between steps.  By using three sec-
tions a hunter can climb to about 16-
feet. Each section weighs only 2-½
pounds and if your customer wants
to go higher, four sections weigh just
10-pounds. 

The Climbing Sticks are designed
to stack together perfectly and to lock
tightly together using the included
fastening straps. Once secured, the
steps form a snug, compact bundle
when attached to the back of a
portable treestand. Although light in
weight and extremely portable, the
Lone Wolf Climbing Sticks have a
weight rating of 350-pounds. 

For fastening the step to the tree,
each section of the Climbing Sticks
has what the company calls a “Versa-
Button”. The Versa-Button is an inno-
vative way for attaching the cam-
buckle and strap to the tree because
it allows either left or right handed
fastening of the buckle and strap for
maximum versatility. 

There’s no metal to metal clink as
you slip straps to the big round but-
ton, unlike products where an S hook
is going through a hole or around a
bar. Lone Wolf President, Jared
Schlipf said, “The Versa-Button is an
extremely quiet arrangement for
silently attaching the strap to the
tree. It is a super smooth, speedy, and
quiet system and it is very stealthy.”
The Quick Release Buckle on each
attachment strap is easy to use as
well because one pull on the strap
tightens the step securely while a
quick push of a button on the buckle
releases the tension on the strap
making removal extremely simple.
Hunters with cold or wet fingers will
particularly appreciate this feature. 

Another innovative feature of the
Lone Wolf Climbing Sticks is that
each reinforced aluminum step can
be flipped to the left or right for ease
of use and for safety in climbing.
Hunters will like the fact that while
climbing, there are no more “left” or
“right” steps to contend with so a
hunter can simply flip the step to the
side of the tree on which he needs
support. This means there will
always be a step available on the side
it is needed. In addition, each section
of Lone Wolf Climbing Sticks has a

unique pivoting V-Bracket so, no
matter how the tree trunk twists or
turns, the pivoting bracket will keep
the climbing sticks firmly in place. 

Lone Wolf has recently come out
with what it calls “Mini-Climbing
Sticks” which are a miniature version
of the larger Climbing Sticks. “The
Mini-Climbing Sticks are half the size
(16-inches) of the regular Climbing
Sticks (32-inches) and were designed
for use with the company’s new
Assassin Micro Hunting Platform,”
Schlipf said. “The Mini-Climbing
Sticks work extremely well on very
narrow, or very crooked trees. The big
advantage of the Mini-Steps is that
they can be bought individually to
customize any tree climbing situa-
tion. The Mini-Climbing Sticks, used
in combination with the larger
Climbing Sticks, will allow a hunter
to climb just about any tree in the
woods regardless of its degree of
straightness.” 

Schlipf went on to say that the
sales of Lone Wolf Climbing Sticks are
increasing rapidly as people find out
how easy they are to use and how
rock solid they feel when climbing.
Because of their ease of use,
Climbing Sticks are growing in popu-
larity with those hunters who hunt

public land and find screw-in
steps aren’t legal and where
equipment theft is a possibil-
ity. Hunters can hang their
stand and then put up a set of
Climbing Sticks for a hunt.
Afterward, they can simply
remove the Climbing Sticks
without worrying about los-
ing equipment to thieves.
Lone Wolf products come
with clear, well-written
instructions for use and carry
a safety warning advising the
user to check each step before
climbing. In addition, the
user is cautioned not to climb
a tree without wearing a fall
restraint system. The steps
are TMA tested and rated to
350 pounds. 

Contact: Lone Wolf Inc.,
P.O. Box 62, Edwards, Illinois
61528, Phone:(309) 691-9653
or (309)693-WOLF, Fax: (309)
693-9410
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Lone Wolf’s original Climbing Sticks (below) and
the new Mini Climbing Sticks (at right) let you
decide which way the straps are routed and
which side each step projects from.
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Innovative Treestands
One of the most unusual yet

highly effective tree climbing devices
I’ve seen is the one manufactured by
Innovative Treestands located in
Joliet, Illinois. The Flex-E-Ladder is a
20-foot flexible climbing ladder con-
structed from T6 Aircraft grade alu-
minum. Company President Tony
Muhich said, “The ladder is very flex-
ible and the metal doesn’t have a
‘memory’ so it can be put up against
any tree and the consumer will like
its ultra-light weight. If you want to
be able to move to a different hunting
spot, you just unloosen some straps
and put the ladder quickly in the new
location,” said Muhich. “We have a
rubber type of putty material we put
in between the rails of the stand to
deaden any sound and to give the
consumer a better product.”

The Flex-E-Ladder comes in five,
4-foot sections with each section
weighing only 2 pounds. This means
the entire 20-foot Flex-E-Ladder sys-
tem weighs a mere 10 pounds. What
makes the Flex E-Ladder stand out
from the other tree climbing systems
is that instead of being rigid, the lad-
der flexes to form fit almost any tree
regardless of its angle or lean. It will
easily contour to a crooked or lean-
ing tree. The Flex-E-ladder is
extremely versatile as well because
the sections can be separated and
used as 4-foot stacking or stagger
sections enabling a hunter to easily
negotiate protruding tree limbs or to
get around the crotch of any tree. 

Each section of the Flex-E-
Ladder attaches to the tree with
straps that have hooks on each side.
This arrangement makes it simple to
secure the ladder to the tree regard-
less of the field conditions. The Flex-
E-Ladder is TMA certified to support
300 pounds and comes with instruc-
tions for use as well as safety guide-
lines. Contact: Innovative Treestands,
2211 Brookwood Court, Joliet, Illinois
60435, Phone: (815) 725-7268,
Fax: (815) 725-4768 

Ameristep
In 1992, Ameristep

Corporation in Clio, Michigan
introduced its first single, high

quality tree step. Today, the company
offers a comprehensive line of hunt-
ing products and accessories with
the innovation and high standards of
performance. Currently, the compa-
ny makes a variety of products
including its new Rapid Rails climb-
ing system and the Grizzly 16 and 20
foot climbing sticks. .

Each section of Rapid Rails sys-
tem features an extremely fast set-up
of a patented ladder design. Each
Rapid Rail component is constructed
of aluminum and is designed to be
stackable for ease of carrying and to
be rapidly deployable in the field
especially on irregularly shaped
trees. Each Rapid Rails section con-
sists of four steps with a safety rail on
each side. This means a hunter can
climb a tree as easily as he can climb
a stepladder. The rails on each side of
the enclosed step provide a place to
put both hands while climb-
ing. Each Rapid Rail section is
attached to the tree using a
Quick-Connect Speed Strap
for an easy set-up. 

To attach the step sections
to a tree, the user simply
secures the strap around the
tree and tightens it strap by
hand. He then steps onto the
lower rung to firmly set it into
position. To remove the step,
all he has to do is to simply
push the adjustment spring
button on the strap to release
both the strap tension and the
ladder section.

Rapid Rails come in a four-
piece package for immediate
use in the field or dealers can
buy a six-piece display box
where each section can be sold
individually. Each 43-inch
Rapid Rails section weighs
approximately 4 pounds.
Using just three pieces of
Rapid Rails a hunter can climb
to approximately 16-feet
depending on placement of

the sections. Customers will like the
idea that Rapid Rails can be bought
individually so hunters can buy just
the number of sections they need for
adapting to personal hunting situa-
tions. 

Ameristep’s Grizzly Climbing
Sticks come in 16 and 20- foot mod-
els and are made from heavy duty
welded steel which is powder coated
to deaden sound, improve traction,
and to prevent rust. The Grizzly
Climbing Sticks come in four sec-
tions that interlock for security and
safety. Grizzly Climbing Sticks attach
to the tree using standard fastening
straps and quick release buckles. The
16-foot Grizzly Climbing Sticks weigh
20 pounds while the 20-foot model
weighs 26 pounds. Both models are
TMA rated to support 300 pounds.

Katie Wilberding, Marketing
Manager at Ameristep said, “ We sell

One of the most unique climbing devices
on the market is the Flex-E-Ladder manu-
factured by Innovative Treestands in Joliet,
Illinois. Made of T6 aircraft grade alu-
minum, the Flex-E-Ladder is a 20- foot flex-
ible climbing ladder that conforms to the
shape, turn, or lean, of almost any tree.



a lot of Rapid Rails and Grizzly
Climbing Sticks. We have a patented
ladder design that can be used on
any kind of tree and hunters feel safer
because they can get a secure step
with the largest boot. Our products
are lightweight, easy to pack, and
nestle together for ease of carrying;
people like that.”  Contact: Ameristep
Corp., Box 189, 901 Tacoma Ct., Clio,
Michigan 48420, Phone: (810) 686-
4035, (800) 374-7837, Fax: (810) 686-
7121

API Treestands
API has always put safety and

quality at the forefront of their oper-
ations and their Alumi-Tech Quick
Stik Ladder, and Alumi-Tech Quick
Stik Portable Step Stick meet those
high standards. The lightweight alu-
minum Quick Stik Ladder and
Alumi-Quick Stik Portable Step Stick
are designed to be backpack portable
with a quick, easy, no hassle set up.
Each of the four, 4-foot sections of
the Quick Stik Ladder and the Alumi-
Quick Stik Portable Step Stick fit
together perfectly and provide a solid
climbing system that’s ready to go in

just a few seconds. A cam-buckle and
strap system secures the frame of
each of these climbing devices to the
tree for safe, secure climbing. As a
safety feature, the steps of both mod-
els are covered with 3M non-slip
strips for secure footing while climb-
ing. Both the 16-foot and 20-foot
models of Quick Stiks and the Quick
Stik Portable Step Stick are construct-
ed from lightweight aluminum to
minimize weight. The 16- foot model
weighs only 12 pounds while the 20-
foot model weighs only 15 pounds.
The weight capacity of the aluminum
models of the Quick Stik Ladder and
the Quick Stik Portable Step Stick is
300-pounds.

In addition to these aluminum
models, API manufactures the Ultra-
Steel Stackin’ Stick Ladder and the
Ultra-Steel Stackin’ Stik. Both the
Ultra-Steel Stackin’ Stick Ladder and
the Ultra-Steel Stackin’ Stik come in a
15-foot and 20-foot model. The 15-
foot model comes in three sections
weighing 28-½ pounds while the 20-
foot model comes in four sections
weighing 36 pounds. Both steel mod-
els have the same design configura-
tion as their aluminum counterparts
and will support a weight of 300
pounds. All models of climbing
devices manufactured by API come
with assembly instructions as well as
safety instructions and all climbing
devices are TMA certified. API prod-
ucts are sold through Bass Pro Shops
and are also sold wholesale to inde-
pendent dealers. Contact: API
Outdoors, 2500 E. Kearney,
Springfield, MO. 65706, Phone: (417)
873-5592, (800) 228-4846 

Rivers Edge Hunting Products
Rivers Edge, a Division of

Ardisam, Inc. located in
Cumberland, Wisconsin makes tree-
stands and tree-climbing products

that are engineered with the hunter
in mind. The company designs and
then tests its products under real
hunting conditions to insure rock
solid stability, silence, and ease of
use. Both their Rapid Stick and
Trophy Tree Ladder come in 15 and
20-foot lengths and are made of
welded tubular steel. However,
unlike most other tree climbing
products, there is some minor
assembly required before the Rapid
Stick or Trophy Tree Ladder can be
used.  Clear, well-illustrated instruc-
tions are included with each climb-
ing device so that the user can easily
apply the anti-slip tape to each step
and then securely bolt the steps to
the vertical support post. The steps
are secured to the vertical support
post using the 1/4-20 bolts, steel
washers, and locknuts provided. 

Once assembled, the Rapid Stick
or Trophy Tree Ladder can be quickly
strapped to a tree for safe, secure,
anti-slip climbing. The double step
design of the Rapid Stick allows
climbing with confidence while pro-
viding a level surface when using a
lineman’s safety belt or when hang-
ing a stand. The steps of the Rapid
Stick are 12-inches in width and
there is a secure, strap-on tree
attachment on each section. The 15-
foot Rapid Stick weighs 18 pounds
while the 20-foot model weighs 24
pounds. Both models of the Rapid
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Each alu-
minum section
of Ameristep’s
Rapid Rails fea-
tures four steps
with a safety
rail on each
side  allowing a
hunter to climb
a tree as easily
as he can climb
a stepladder.
The Rapid Rails
attach to the
tree with a
Quick-Connect
speed strap,
which makes
set up in the
field an easy
task.

API offers a choice of materials and
enclosed or  open climbing aids. The
Alumi-Tech Quick Stick is at left, the Ultra
Steel Stacking Stik Ladder is at right.



Stick are TMA certified to support
300-pounds. A 5-foot extension is
available for use on the 15-foot
model only.  

Rivers Edge Trophy Tree Ladder
offers safe, secure ladder style climb-
ing and the easy strap-on design
makes transporting the individual
sections a breeze. The 15-foot Trophy
Tree Ladder comes in three, 5-foot
sections while the 20-foot model
comes in four, 5-foot sections. There
is an optional 5-foot section available
for use with the 15-foot model only.
Both models of Trophy Tree Ladder
come with a quick, secure, strap-on
tree attachment on each section.
Step width of the Trophy Tree Ladder
is a wide 8 ¾-inches, which is wide
enough to accommodate the largest
of hunting boots. The 15-foot Trophy
Tree Ladder weights just 26 pounds
while the 20-foot Ladder weighs just
34 pounds. Both models are TMA
certified to support up to 300-
pounds. Contact: Rivers Edge,
Division of Ardisam, Inc., 1690 Elm
St., Cumberland, WI, 54829, Phone:
(800) 450-3343 

Loggy Bayou 
Loggy Bayou/Hunting Products

Research Inc. located in El Dorado,
Arkansas manufacturers two types
of climbing devices for hunters. The
company’s Feather Stix comes in
four, 5-foot repeating sections that
securely snap together with EZ snap
locking pins. Removable and
reversible ratchet straps with S
hooks securely lock the Feather Stix
sections to the tree. A unique feature
of each of the Feather Stix sections is
that the steps fold against the main
vertical bar for concealment and
ease of transportation. Each 5-foot
section weights only 3-pounds and
the entire Feather Stix package
weights just 12 pounds. Feather Stix
is TMA certified to carry 300-
pounds.

Loggy Bayou also makes anoth-
er version of climbing stick called
“Steel Stix” which is essentially the
Feather Stix made of steel rather
than aluminum. Like the Feather
Stix, the Steel Stix features four, 5-
foot repeating sections that lock
with snap pins. They have remov-

able, reversible ratchet
straps with S-hooks for
attaching the steps to the
tree. Just like the lighter
Feather Stix, the Steel Stix
has folding steps for con-
cealment and ease of
transportation. Steel Stix
come in four, 5-foot sec-
tions and weigh 17
pounds. They are TMA
certified to 300 pounds.
Contact: Loggy
Bayou/Hunting Products
Research Inc., 193
Prescolite Drive, El
Dorado, AR, 71730.
Phone: (870) 881-9778,
Fax: (870) 881-9937

Big Game
Treestands

Big Game Treestand’s
Quick Steps Ladder
climbing system is a
welded all steel enclosed step design
that comes in four sections for easy
carrying. Each 4-foot steel section
attaches to the tree with a cam-
buckle mechanism that ensures a
strong grip against the tree.  Once in
place, the Quick Step Ladder offers a
quick, silent way to climb safely into
any treestand. The 16-foot Quick
Step Ladder weighs 35 pounds and
is weight rated to 300 pounds. 

The sturdy steel construction of
the Big Game 16-foot Quick Stick
and 20-foot Quick Stick XL will sup-
port up to 300 pounds while offering
a safe, silent means for a hunter to
quickly climb 16 or 20 feet into a
strategically placed treestand. The
16-foot Quick Stick comes in four, 4-
foot sections while the extra section
of the 20-foot Quick Stick XL allows
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The Rivers Edge Trophy Tree Ladder shown
at left offers a wider, enclosed step but
weighs more than the company’s Rapid Stick
shown below. Both come in 15 and 20 foot
models.

The Steel Stix
from Loggy
Bayou has sec-
tions that snap
together with
spring-loaded
locking pins.
Steps fold up
against the  bar
for easier carry-
ing and to help
conceal the
climbing aid
until needed.






