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As my wife Janet and I walked
up the sidewalk leading to
the East Wing entrance to the

White House, I reflected on the
hopes we had in fall 2000 as the pres-
idential election approached. At that
time, after a thorough analysis, I
decided to write an article endorsing
George W. Bush for president. My
decision was based on Bush’s track
record on small business issues and
his actions related to hunting, shoot-
ing and conservation. As we entered
the White House to attend the 2007
Holiday Reception, I felt good about
our choice and thankful for the
advances over the past seven years
by the Bush administration.

A Seat at the Table
After Bush was elected, my first

hope for our industry was to gain
access to the administration so we
could begin working to advance
archery and bowhunting. In other
words, we wanted the archery and
bowhunting industry to gain a “seat
at the table” where its voice would be
heard regarding decisions about
shooting, hunting and conservation.

The first sign of progress was
when we received invitations to
attend the inauguration and inau-
gural ball. Along with Michelle
Eichler of Muzzy, John Gooding of
Easton True Flight, and Erik Watts of
Easton-Hoyt, I attended the events
that marked the beginning of the
George W. Bush administration and
the beginning of nearly eight years of
unprecedented access to the highest
levels of government for the archery
and bowhunting industry.

On at least five occasions in
2002-03, ATA representatives attend-

ed meetings with lead officials in the
Interior Department, Agriculture
Department and with the Council on
Environmental Quality (CEQ). As
time progressed, we came to under-
stand that the CEQ was given the
lead on many activities associated
with hunting, shooting and conser-
vation.

Our “seat at the table” became
incredibly meaningful in December
2003 when we were invited to attend
a meeting in the Roosevelt Room of
the West Wing of the White House.
The meeting included over 20 hunt-
ing, shooting, fishing and conserva-

tion group leaders and began with
briefings from the Secretaries of
Agriculture and Interior. The meet-
ing culminated in a 30-minute dis-
cussion with President Bush which
led to an impromptu 20-minute tour
of the Oval Office led by the
President. As I was visiting with the
President in the Oval Office, I gave
him a couple of our arrow pens as a
reminder of our industry, and of
archery and bowhunting.

After the 2004 election, we were

once again invited to celebrate the
President’s second term by attending
the inauguration and inaugural ball.
This time Erik Watts, Laverne Woock
and I attended with our wives and
enjoyed the opportunity to savor our
progress over the past four years and
prioritize our initiatives through
2008. At that time, regardless of what
was to occur through 2008, we felt
we had taken full advantage of the
opportunities afforded us as a result
of gaining the proverbial “seat at the
table.”

The Umbrella Provided by the
Secretary of Interior 

Throughout 2001 and into 2002,
we waited and watched as
appointees were placed in positions
in the Department of Interior.
Starting with Gale Norton, the
Interior Department was filled with
folks who were pro-use, pro-man-
agement and pro-hunting and
shooting. As a result, decisions made
during Norton’s tenure reflected the
sentiments of many in our industry
who believe local economies must
not be hurt by land and wildlife
management decisions and, hope-
fully, will be helped by conservation
and environmental actions of the
government.

Under the guidance of Secretary
Norton, several meetings gave the
hunting and shooting community a
chance to impact policies and pro-
grams in the Interior Department. In
November 2005, the Congressional
Sportsmen’s Foundation and the
Association of Fish and Wildlife
Agencies held a meeting on several
important topics relevant to hunt-
ing, shooting and wildlife manage-
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The Bush Administration Has Been
Good for ATA, Archery and Bowhunting

Since his inauguration in
2001, President George
W. Bush and his adminis-
tration members have
consistently delivered for
the ATA, archery and
bowhunting and we will
be hard-pressed to dupli-
cate this relationship in
the future.
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ment. In October 2006, with sub-
stantial input from the hunting and
conservation community, the Bush
administration held the first White
House Conference on Cooperative
Conservation. While covering a wide
range of topics reflecting multiple
uses, the Conference maintained a
theme supportive of hunting, shoot-
ing and business.

During her lengthy service,
Secretary Norton did many things to
demonstrate her personal support
for archery and bowhunting. She
attended the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation annual
fundraising event in 2004, 2005 and
2006, where she spent time shooting
bows used in the National Archery in
the Schools Program and crossbows,
as well as visiting with ATA members.
At several other events she spoke
with me and ATA staff about archery
issues, provided interviews for ATA
trade magazine articles, and spent
time talking to me and others in our
industry about our priorities.

A key individual to Secretary

Norton’s success was Melissa
Simpson. In fact, during her time
serving with Norton, Simpson was a
great friend of hunters, shooters and

conservationists. She continues that
work today in her role as Counselor
to the Under Secretary for Natural
Resources in the U.S. Department of
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ATA CEO/President Jay McAninch (l) and his wife Janet (r) recently attended the White
House Holiday Reception hosted by President George W. Bush and First Lady Laura Bush.
Access to the Bush administration has provided the ATA with opportunities to advance
archery and bowhunting as well as our small business agenda.
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Agriculture. Throughout her tenure
in both Interior and Agriculture,
Simpson has been a trusted and
valuable friend to the ATA and to
archers and bowhunters everywhere,
and we will likely be unable to
replace her with anyone as support-
ive and who works so inclusively.

There have been many others in
the Department of Interior who have
served our interests well and who
have welcomed our input on numer-
ous occasions. The fact is that as we
begin preparing for a new adminis-
tration, hunters, shooters and con-
servationists – and specifically the
ATA representing the archery and
bowhunting industry – will be hard-
pressed to reproduce our ability in
the Bush years to effectively partici-
pate in the decision-making process. 

The Key Role of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service

With the appointment of Steve
Williams as Director of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service (FWS), the Bush
administration put the “orange hat”
back where it belonged after being
sidetracked for many years. Williams
led a revitalization of the hunting and
conservation roots of the FWS and
quickly changed the public face and

image of the agency. From web site
information and links to the policies
used to guide programs, hunting and
good old-fashioned conservation
became the perspective of most of the
Service staff and especially the leader-
ship.

During Williams’s tenure, the ATA
was able to negotiate and successfully
enter into a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) with the FWS
to maintain and enhance bowhunting
opportunities on National Wildlife
Refuges and to improve the adminis-
tration and impact of the Federal
Excise Tax (FET) funds sent through
the FWS to the state wildlife agencies.
Signed in 2004, the MOU has allowed
the ATA to work much more closely
with FWS staff on projects and pro-
grams, and to have an effective voice
in the ongoing work of the Service.

After Williams resigned in 2006,
we had the good fortune to not only
maintain the gains made by Williams
but experienced key improvements
under the leadership of Dale Hall.
Director Hall will be long remem-
bered by sportsmen for his strategic
and tactful leadership in getting both
the grizzly bear and timber wolf
delisted. Over the past decade or
more, sportsmen have seen the

endangered species act used to pre-
vent states from managing wolves and
grizzlies as part of their state wildlife
management programs. To many, it
seemed as if the Endangered Species
list was a one-way street where many
of the listed species, despite vastly
improved numbers and habitat,
would never be returned to manage-
ment of the states. Dale Hall with the
help of Mitch King (who served as an
Assistant and Regional Director in the
FWS before joining the ATA in
September 2007) has achieved for
sportsmen and the state wildlife agen-
cies landmark and historic changes in
the management of key species. 

The Value of a Same-Party
Administration and Congress 

Another example of the positive
accomplishments during the Bush
administration years was the passage
of the archery FET legislation in
November and December of 2004.
The bill was hard fought and would
not have passed without the strong
leadership of Congressmen Paul Ryan
(R-WI) and Jim Matheson (D-UT) and
Senators Max Baucus (D-MT) and
Charles Grassley (R-IA). Throughout a
difficult period where many sought to
derail this important legislation, Ryan
visited with individual members of
key committees as well as went on
national television to explain why the
archery and bowhunting industry
needed help.

When finally passed, the FET leg-
islation of 2004:

Removed the FET from all bows
less than 30 pounds draw weight. This
means that every bow used in the
NASP, ASAP and any other introducto-
ry program is not subject to the 11%
tax. This change meant that beginning
archery equipment will be treated sim-
ilarly to beginning firearms equip-
ment.

Adjusted the broadhead tax from
12.4% to 11%. This change eliminated
the IRS rule of broadheads being con-
sidered an arrow component and
made broadheads an archery and
bowhunting accessory.

Applied a flat tax on all arrow
shafts sold into the US market regard-
less of where they are manufactured.
This tax started at $.39 per shaft and is

Mitch King, a former Assistant and Regional Director with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, is putting his contacts to work for the ATA as the association’s Director of
Government Relations. He’s shown at left here with Rowan Gould of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service during a federal aid report that was part of the 2007 ATA Archery and
Bowhunting Summit Meetings.
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now $.43 and is adjusted annually for
the cost of living as calculated by the
IRS.

The tax adjustments and changes
have been fair and equitable and
applied across the board to everyone
in the archery product categories that
are subject to FET. The flat tax on
arrow shafts has been especially diffi-
cult on the youth wood arrow market
which has declined significantly since
2005. The ATA is working to get
Congress to exempt youth wood
arrows but a tax bill carrying that
exemption has yet to pass due to the
partisanship on Capital Hill that has
nearly stopped all legislative issues
from advancing.

Conclusion
My conclusion is that the Bush

administration will go down as one
that has been very good for the
archery and bowhunting industry and
for archery and bowhunting in gener-
al. Many changes have occurred
including the following:

Tax policies, including FET, have

been favorably changed and the cli-
mate for small business (except for
small business health care) has
improved over the past seven years.

Pro-hunting, pro-shooting and
pro-conservation appointees such as
Gale Norton, Steve Williams and Dale
Hall have led work advancing our
agenda.

Staff appointees have also bene-
fited the ATA, including Melissa
Simpson in the Dept. of Interior; Matt
Hogan, Mitch King, and Rowan Gould
in the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(FWS); and Mark Rey in the Dept. of
Agriculture.

Opportunities opened up to visit
with the President and his staff on at
least two occasions.

We were allowed to visit with and
enlist the help of the Chairman of the
Council on Environmental Quality,
the Secretary of Interior and the
Secretary of Agriculture.

The White House Conference on
Cooperative Conservation convened. 

ATA is part of a White House
Conference on Hunting and Shooting,

which was initiated by an Executive
Order from the President.

ATA signed an MOU agreement
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
that advances all aspects of bowhunt-
ing on FWS lands and improves dra-
matically the administration and
accountability of the FET programs to
the ATA.

There may be many more issues
and concerns that have been
addressed or are being discussed
with the Bush administration.
Regardless of the outcome, I have
been impressed that we have come
so far in such a short time. The key
will be what we are able to do with
the next administration. I hope the
Bush administration becomes a
standard against which we measure
our effectiveness as an organization
– we’ll soon get the chance to see
how we fare. November 2008 will
mark the end of an era and the
beginning of a time when we will be
working with new faces and likely
new philosophies.
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