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Call me a cockeyed optimist
but when it comes to poten-
tial add-on sale opportunities

I believe archery pro shops have it
hands down. Bowhunters are dedi-
cated and in some ways fanatical
about their sport. As a whole they
spend as much, if not more time get-
ting ready to go bowhunting than
they spend in the field. For many
bowhunters getting prepared is just
as enjoyable as hunting. 

I remember a customer that fre-
quented my shop who was called
ninety/ten by his hunting buddies
because they claimed he was ninety
percent preparation and ten percent
participation. While he may be an
extreme case the point is bowhunters
are passionate about their sport and
the equipment involved. This means
excellent opportunities for add-on
sales by looking at not only the basic
equipment required for bowhunting
but the associated gear as well and
that includes optics.

Optics are often overlooked by
many dealers because they feel they
are too competitive and are better
placed on the menus of the big box
stores and catalogs houses. However

let’s rethink that logic in a different
light.

While people obviously come to
archery pro shops for equipment the
pro shop’s main draw is their exper-
tise and personal one-on-one recom-
mendations. Therefore it only makes
sense that the more recommenda-
tions a dealer can make on the
equipment they stock the greater the
chances for sales now or in the
future. Most shops will have some
realistic limitation on the inventory
items they carry as determined by
space and economics. However to
maximize sales the available invento-
ry should be prioritized in accor-
dance with the customers needs. For
example no dealer would consider
selling bows, arrows and broadheads
but not offer quivers or sights as they
are the next logical item in order of
need. Optics need to be presented to
the customer in that same light, not
so much as a “nice to have item” but
rather as the next essential piece of
gear once the basics are covered.

A DEALER’S VIEW
“We run an archery only shop,”

explained Steve Pappas of Pappas
Trading Post which is located in
Arena, Wisconsin. “To be successful I
think it is important to not only make
every sale count but to plant the
seeds for future sales as well. We take
every opportunity to make sure our
customers know what else we sell
that they might want to buy now or in
the future. When a customer comes
into our shop we feel he is here
because he wants to buy something
and it’s to our advantage to give him
every opportunity to do so and sell-
ing optics does exactly that.”

“We have been carrying Vortex
optics for about three years now,”
Pappas continued. “Every bowhunter
needs optics and most have them but
often they are some cheap pair of
binoculars they picked up at a big
box store. In my mind that makes
them a potential customer. I show

The Diamondback by Vortex is a great choice for the
bowhunter. Waterproof, fogproof, with fully multi-coated lenses
the armored binoculars are available in both 8x32 and 10x42.

Leupold's Mojave model, new for 2008, features an open bridge
design which is aimed at providing a quality binocular with mini-
mum weight. The feature also makes it much easier to hold the
binocular for viewing with one hand while you have your bow in
the other. The Mojave is a great choice for pack-in and high alti-
tude hunts where weight is a major consideration.



our optical line to every customer
that buys a bow and 50 percent of
those customers buy a pair of binoc-
ulars at the time of sale or in the
future. Let’s assume that in a given
month we sell 80 to 100 bows. That
means I will sell between 40 and 50
pair of binoculars as well. That’s nice
add-on sales that I don’t want to
miss.”

“When it comes to selling binoc-
ulars I take a different approach than
many people,” explained Pappas. “I
sell stuff that doesn’t talk so I feel it is
important to make sure my cus-
tomers know what I sell and they
have an opportunity to handle the
merchandise. I do not lock up my
binoculars or have them in a glass
display case. I have an open shelf dis-
play of binoculars right in front of my
window. The customer can pick up a
pair and try them out. I want them to
handle them and that gives me an
opportunity to tell them why they
should own a pair and why they
should buy them from me. I would
encourage every dealer to educate
themselves about optics, select a
quality line and offer them to their
customers. They will be providing a
valuable service to their customers
while adding to their bottom line at
the same time. How can you beat
that?”     

BINOCULARS
While physical

weight and size are
major considera-
tions for bowhunt-
ing binoculars it
must be balanced
with the light gath-
ering capabilities.
Most bowhunting
opportunities occur
in early morning or
late afternoon light
and normally in
wooded conditions
making the light
gathering capabili-
ties of the optics
critical.

Binoculars are
identified by two
numbers. The first
number is the
power or magnifi-
cation and the sec-
ond number is the diameter of the
objective lens in millimeters. An
example would be 8x42 which means
the binocular has a magnification of
8 and an objective lens of 42 millime-
ters.

When it comes to magnification
powers 6, 8 or 10 would be consid-
ered fine for bowhunting with eight
being the most often recommended.
While a larger magnification does
make the object being viewed larger
it does not always mean it is the best
choice. A higher quality binocular
with less magnification will actually
give a clearer view to the user than a
binocular of lesser quality with a
higher magnification. Another
advantage of lower magnification is
less visible shake. Remember the
binocular not only magnifies the
object being viewed but the move-
ment of the user as well. 

The objective lens is the large
lens on the end of the binocular away
from the user and is the light gather-
ing source. The larger the lens the
more light enters the binocular and
the clearer and brighter the view.
This is extremely important in the
low light of early morning and late
afternoon when animal movement is
normally the greatest. Another

important consideration when
selecting binoculars is the coating on
the lens which aids in light transmis-
sion resulting in a clearer, sharper
and brighter image. Terms common-
ly used when discussing coatings are
coated, fully coated, multi-coated
and fully multi-coated. For a better
understanding of these terms coated
and fully coated is normally used on
modestly-priced binoculars and pro-
duce good but not great image quali-
ty. Multi-coated produces good
image quality except in low light con-
ditions. Fully multi-coated offers the
highest image quality and works best
in low light conditions.  

Compact or pocket binoculars
are small, light in weight and easy to
slip into a pocket and are probably
best suited for use in good light and
open conditions. However they are
not well suited for low light condi-
tions. Personally I prefer a pair of
8x32’s or 8x42’s when hunting from a
stand. While they are slightly larger
than their compact brothers their
light gathering ability makes them
much better suited for spotting that
buck slipping by my stand in the fad-
ing evening light. While the 8x32’s are
also a good all around binocular the
slightly larger 8x42 has a larger objec-
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Kowa offers a complete line of shooting
optics including high quality binoculars.
Shown here are Kowa’s 8x42 binoculars, a
combination of magnifying and light-
gathering ability which makes a great
choice for the bowhunter.

Truglo’s Tru-Brite binoculars are new for 2008. The water-
proof, fogproof binoculars are available in 8x32, 8x42 and
10x42. Removable wing-style eyecups serve to block ambient
light from reaching the eyes.
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tive lens and gathers the most light.
Some hunters prefer a 10x42 or 10x50
for the extra magnification but they
are also larger and heavier so this
becomes a personal choice. 

Because they will be used under
hunting conditions the ideal
bowhunting binocular should be
waterproof and fogproof. Waterproof
and fogproof binoculars are sealed
with O-rings at all points to inhibit
moisture and dust infiltration. The
inside of the binoculars is purged of
its atmosphere which is replaced
with an inert gas that has no mois-
ture content. Nitrogen or Argon are
the most common gases used for this
purpose. 

Armor coating is common on
many models and not only protects
your binoculars from bumps and
bruises but it dampens noise as well.
Many binocular manufacturers have
replaced the “fold-down” eye cups
with “pull-up” or “twist-up” eye
pieces eliminating the need to occa-
sionally replace the folding eye cups
which tend to crack with repeated
use. This feature makes it easy for the
binoculars to be used with or without
eyeglasses and still give a full field of
view.

Now that we have given an
overview of binoculars for the
bowhunter lets see what some of the
experts in the field have to say.

ALPEN OPTICS
Vickie Gardner,

whose business card
reads, the Vice
President of “Stuff and
Marketing” for Alpen
Optics explained,
“Light gathering and
light transmission
through the binocular
is critical for a clear
view in low light condi-
tions and lens coatings
make a major differ-
ence in today’s optics.
Lens coatings can be
somewhat confusing to
understand but as a
general rule fully multi-
coated lenses offer the
best light transmission
and are the best choice
for the bowhunter.
Alpen offers a full line of quality optics
at affordable prices which still allow
the dealer to make an attractive profit
margin.” (Contact (877) 987-8370 for
more information.)

LEUPOLD
Drew Niehaus, PR Associate for

Swanson Russell Associates repre-
sents Leupold. “When selecting a
binocular it is important to keep the
end use in mind,” said Niehaus.
“Higher powered binoculars, such as
a 10 power, are well suited when
hunting out west in open county for
antelope, mule deer or elk while 6 or
8 powers are best for whitetail in
either dense or sparse cover situa-
tions. Leupold’s Mojave binoculars

offers a new open bridge design for
2008 which helps reduce the

overall weight making it ideally
suited for pack-in or high-

elevation hunts where
weight is a major consider-
ation. The design also
offers more comfort and
more control.”

“Leupold also offers
the Switch/Power binocu-
lar designed for the hunter
scouting at long ranges or
when ‘spot and stock’
hunting out west,” Niehaus
explained to this writer.

“The Switch/Power series comes in
7/12x32 and a 10/17x42. The
Switch/Power models allow the user
to switch from 7 to 12 power or 10 to
17 power with the flick of a switch
while maintaining focus and clarity.”

“Among hunters bowhunters are
the most tech-savvy,” Niehaus
emphasized. “They should have the
same mind-set as a rifle hunter who
knows that he needs to spend as
much for his scope as he does his
rifle to have a good set-up.
Bowhunters buy a new bow every
couple of years to stay on top of the
latest changes in technology yet they
often think that a cheap pair of
binoculars will be all right. Good gear
is an investment not an expense and
the dealer that gets his customers
thinking that way will have happier
customers and a healthier bottom
line.” (Contact (800) 538-7653 for
more information.)

STEINER
“Stenier offers a deep line of

binoculars which give the dealer a
wide spread of price points to satisfy
his customer’s budget while still
maintaining a great profit margin,”
said Rob Fancher of Greenwood and
Gryphon Limited, a marketing and
advertising agency for Steiner binoc-
ulars. “Steiner offers quality optics

This pair of Alpen 8x42 binoculars is ideally suited for the
bowhunter. This combination of magnification power and
large objective lenses give the right combination for use in
the low light conditions that often face the bowhunter. The
armor coating protects and helps dampen noise.

Steiner binoculars offer the dealer a wide choice of
models and price points. This allows the dealer to select
products that best suit his shop and the budget needs
of his customers.



which are designed to transmit as
much light as possible through the
binoculars with minimum distortion
and light loss resulting in a sharp
clear image.”

“In any sale there is ‘X’ number of
dollars on the table,” explained
Fancher. “Adding optic sales gives the
dealer an additional opportunity to
take a greater portion of that money
off the table and into his cash regis-
ter. Remember every bowhunter will
buy optics from someone. If the deal-
er does not offer optics that means
the customer must go somewhere
else to buy them. Many dealers use
bow packages as an enticement for
increased sales or promotions.
Optics can make an attractive addi-
tion to those packages and are sure to
attract attention and generate inter-
est.” (Contact (800) 257-7742 for
more information.)

KOWA
“Kowa uses excel-

lent light gathering
optics through its
entire line,” said Dan
Meyers, of Meyers
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s .
“Kowa not only offers
quality optics but it also
offers multiple price
points giving the dealer
the flexibility to match
their customer’s bud-
get. New for 2008 is the
BD25 which is a com-
pact version of the pop-
ular BD32 series. Kowa
optical quality was rec-
ognized by Field and
Stream magazine in its
2007 Gear Guide issue.”
(Contact (800) 966-
5692 for more informa-

tion or see Tim Dehn’s Product Focus
article on the BD42 model.)

VORTEX
Vortex offers an impressive line

of binoculars guaranteed to meet the
needs and budgets of even the most
discriminating customers. Sizes
range from the Typhoon 8x26 model
weighting in at just over 11 ounces to
the Razor 12x50 tipping the scale at
37.7 ounces. Features and sizes vary
depending upon the model selected
with a number of various price point
binoculars ideally suited for the
bowhunter. Vortex offers two unique
optic accessories in the form of its
Binoc-Loc and the Vortex 2X
Doubler. The Binoc-Loc is a small
device that “remembers” the setting
of the binoculars once they have
been adjusted to the user’s inter-
pupil distance, (the space between

your eyes), making using them
in the field quick and easy. The
2XDoubler is a lightweight pock-
et-sized device that slips over
the eyepiece of any Vortex
binocular 32 millimeter or larg-
er. The Doubler does just what
its name implies; it doubles the
magnification of the binoculars
with which it is used. It is great
for those times when extra
power is required and is a great

scouting tool. Vortex’s VIP Warranty is
unconditional and unlimited. Simply
stated if any Vortex optics product
should ever require service Vortex
will repair or replace it absolutely free
regardless of the cause. 

“Vortex has been a force in the
optics industry for over 20 years and
its innovative thinking and manufac-
turing techniques have brought high
quality optics to the consumer at rea-
sonable prices,” said Adam Vrotsos,
Marketing and Advertising Manager.
“While selling optics can seem intim-
idating Vortex makes it easy with its
on-line optics course specially
designed for its dealers. The course
consists of a number of lessons that
can be taken by an individual at their
own pace on-line. Tests are also
administered on-line to check the
learning level and Vortex Bucks are
awarded to those completing the
course. These Vortex Bucks can then
be used to purchase Vortex optics. It
is an excellent program and training
aid. At Vortex we feel by helping our
dealers and their staff to learn about
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We do it all!

Limb Cups

Cams

Wheels

Wood Grips

Limbs

Risers

PPatton
Archery

MFG., INC.
, MI 49870P.O. Box 161 • Norway

(906) 563-5990 • Fax (906) 563-7344
pattonarchery@uplogon.com

Circle 183 on Response Card

Some optic companies offer binoculars in popular camo
patterns for the hunter that wants that extra touch. Shown
here is Leupold’s Acadia line, new for 2008, which comes in
both black and camo.

The Vortex 2X
Doubler slips over the
eyepiece of any 32
millimeter or larger
binocular and doubles
the image size as an
aid to long-range use.



optics and how to sell them they will
be more comfortable and confident
when selling optics which in turn will
lead to more sales.” (Contact (800)
426-0048 for more information.)

CARSON
“Carson is a major supplier of

quality optics and optical acces-
sories,” said Bruce Ryan, President of
Ryan Outdoors, a marketing consul-
tant. “I consider my binoculars as
important as my bow or arrows when
it comes to a successful hunt. While
in Wyoming last year on an antelope
hunt I caught sight of a nice buck.
However right after I spotted him he
slipped into a series of sage brush
filled draws. Over the next three
hours it was touch and go as I glassed
the surrounding area catching an
occasional glimpse of him. Slowly I
closed the distance between us final-
ly taking him at a distance of twenty
yards. That hunt was my first experi-
ence using Carson binoculars and
now they are like my America
Express Card; I never leave home
without them.”

“The bowhunter needs a pair of
binoculars that works well in low
light when most hunting opportuni-
ties present themselves,” said Rich
Cameron, President and CEO of
Carson. “While a pair of 10x25 com-
pact binoculars will work just fine at
noon a pair of 8x32’s is much better

at dawn or dusk or in any dimly lit
conditions. A good general rule of
thumb is that the lower the light the
bigger the objective lens should be
and the lower the power for the best
results. The objective lens on a pair of
binoculars works similar to the pupil
of the human eye. As the light drops
your pupil dilates or becomes larger
to let in more light so you can see.
While the size of an objective cannot
change, the larger that lens the more
light it lets in and the better you can
see in low light conditions.”

“When it comes to hunting any-
thing can hap-
pen and Carson
stands behind its
p r o d u c t s , ”
e x p l a i n e d
Cameron. “We
guarantee our
binoculars for life
even if they are
dropped from a
tree or run over
by a truck. For
$12 we will repair
or replace any
Carson binocu-
lar. Not only is it a
great warranty it
builds customer
loyalty and
makes the dealer
look great.”  

“Carson is a

no fluff company,” Cameron
laughed. “Our lobby may not be
much to look at but you can’t beat the
quality of our products. Our goal is to
provide the end user with the best
binocular at the best price while giv-
ing the dealer a 30 to 40 point margin
on a product with a protected MAP.”
(Contact (800) 967-8427 for more
information.)

TRUGLO
Truglo, a well recognized name

in the archery and hunting industry,
has added Tru-Brite binoculars to its
line for 2008. The Tru-Brite binocular
is a compact roof prism design with
phase coated prisms for excellent
light transmission and clarity. The
lenses are multi-coated and the
binoculars are fogproof and water-
proof. Tru-Brites are available in
8x32, 8x42 and 10x42 which make
great all around binoculars and are
especially well suited for the
bowhunter. (Contact (972) 774-0300
for more information.)

RANGEFINDERS
The leading cause of misses

when bowhunting is range estima-
tion and there’s a trend to consider a
rangefinder as a “must have” item for
serious bowhunters. Even though
bowhunting takes place at relatively
short ranges and today’s bows have
flatter trajectories knowing the exact
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Carson Optics offers a complete line of optics and optical acces-
sories. Carson’s HD (High Definition) series feature fully multi-
coated lenses for an ultra bright image ideally suited for the low
light conditions normally encountered by bowhunters in early
morning and late afternoon.

This RXB-IV from Leupold combines a binoculars with a digital laser rangefinder. The
rangefinder compensates for angle to give the True Ballistic Range that affects arrow
drop and of course bullet drop.
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range to the target is one of the surest
ways for the bowhunter to increase
their changes of success. This makes
rangefinders a natural add-on sales
item.

Electronic rangefinders are
offered by numerous companies
including Nikon, Bushnell and
Leupold. Just like the binoculars pre-
viously discussed there are some
basic guidelines that must be consid-
ered when selling rangefinders best
suited for the bowhunter.

While some rangefinders are
designed to be used in the horizontal
position using two hands others are
designed for one handed use.
Personally I find the one handed
models the easiest to use as they
allow me to check the range to the
target while holding my bow at ready
at the same time.

In regards to accuracy most
rangefinders are accurate to within
plus or minus one yard while some
higher end models are accurate to
plus or minus one-half yard. One of
the considerations that might appear
simple is the actual range capabilities
of the unit itself. Most rangefinders
have a minimum range of 10 to 12
yards with some going as low as 3

yards. The smaller the minimum
range of the unit the better although
10 yards is acceptable. 

However when it comes to the
maximum range there is another
important consideration and that is
power and beam width. Electronic
rangefinders are normally priced
according to their maximum range
capabilities. At first glance this would
seem to favor the bowhunter who is
normally interested in short range
estimation. However it is not quite
that simple and this is a case where
more is actually better. Rangefinders
work by projecting a beam to the tar-
get and reading the distance as the
beam is reflected back. The greater
the range of the rangefinder the more
powerful and narrower the beam it
projects. While bowhunting dis-
tances are usually short the power
and width of the beam plays an
important part in getting an accurate
distance reading for the bowhunter.
The narrower the rangefinder’s beam
the easier it is for it to “see through”
small twigs or grasses.

I own several rangefinders and
have noticed that with the less power-
ful models I can check a distance sev-
eral times and get different readings

depending on exactly where
the beam hits the surrounding
cover. While an object could be
32 yards away I might get a
reading of 19 yards
if the beam strikes
some surrounding
twigs on its way to
the target. The
more powerful
unit with a nar-
rower beam will
normally shoot
right through the
junk surrounding
the target and give
me the accurate 32
yard reading on
the first try. My
personal experi-
ence shows that
spending a little
more money to
buy the more
expensive model
is worth consider-
ing.

Many rangefinders are going
beyond simple range estimation
such as Leupold’s models which all
offer True Ballistic Range. It factors
into the reading an automatic com-
pensation for an uphill or downhill
shot including shots from a tree-
stand. Also available in a number of
Leupold models is a selectable reticle
system that allows the user to choose
the style reticle that best suits his

Circle 229 on Response Card

The authors wife Sandy is shown here
using her Nikon 800 rangefinder on a
recent hunt. Rangefinders are rapidly
becoming a must have item for most
bowhunters. Models that can be operated
with one hand and have clear simple dis-
plays are easiest to use under hunting con-
ditions.

This RX-IV Boone & Crockett edition is the top of
the line in rangefinders from Leupold. It shows the
true ballistic range when you’re shooting over
slopes (or from a treestand) and has a Trophy Scale
for measuring the spread of antlers.
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preference or conditions. Leupold's
Boone and Crockett model has the
added capability of not only measur-
ing the distance to the animal but
measuring the antler spread as well.

Another feature of the
rangefinder is that because they
range from 4 to 8 magnification
power depending upon the model
and manufacturer chosen the unit
can also be used as a monocular.
Manufacturers are now adding extra
features into rangefinders and some
models come with built in ther-
mometers and compasses. 

While all the extra bells and whis-
tles seem attractive remember the
main purpose of a rangefinder is to
determine the actual distance to the
target quickly and easily and some-
times simple is better. When you can
present the desirable features of a
rangefinder and the various models
rangefinders can become a profitable
category for the archery retailer. 

CROSSBOW SCOPES
With the growing popularity of

crossbows across the country cross-
bow scopes are easy sales to both the
new crossbow shooter as well as to
an existing shooter who wants to
upgrade his outfit. Scopes allow the
hunter more precise sighting at nor-
mal hunting ranges and are a natural
for the rifle hunter who is adding a
crossbow to his hunting arsenal.
While crossbow scopes are not new
there are some exiting new crossbow
scopes worth considering.

EXCALIBUR
Excalibur offers a Lumi-Zone

illuminated scope with some exciting
features. The Lumi-Zone has a 40
millimeter objective lens for maxi-
mum light gathering combined with
an illuminated multiplex reticle.
Following the simple step by step
directions and utilizing the built in
velocity adjustment it is possible to
adjust the scope to any arrow speed
between 250 and 350 feet per second.
Once adjusted the spacing between
the multiple crosshairs will be in 10
yard increments out to 50 yards. In
addition the reticle can be lit in any
of eleven positions of intensity mak-
ing the scope ideal for any light con-

dition. In the event of a battery fail-
ure the reticle shows black allowing
the user to still shoot even with no
power to the system. Excalibur also
offers a Vari-Zone scope which has a
32 millimeter objective lens and mul-
tiplex reticle but does not have the
internal lighting system option.
(Contact (519) 743-6890 for more
information.)

HORTON
“One of the major misconcep-

tions when it comes to crossbow
scopes is that any rifle scope will do
just as well,” explained Jeff Snook,
National Sales Manager for Horton

Crossbows. “First of all the eye relief
on a rifle scope is not correct for
mounting on a crossbow. To get the
proper fit on a crossbow the eye relief
must be 2-1/2 inches which is
designed into all crossbow scopes.
More important is the fact that most
rifle scopes, with the exception of the
very expensive ones, are designed to
withstand recoil in one direction
only. Crossbows produce what is
called reverse recoil. Actually it is not
so much recoil as it is a high speed
vibration. This vibration can actually
shake the crosshairs in a rifle scope
apart. It could take a season or it
could only take four or five shots. The

Excalibur’s Lumi-Zone Illuminated Scope combines a 40 millimeter objective lens with
an illuminated, (11 intensity levels), multiplex reticle making it well suited for hunting in
low light conditions. Excalibur’s adjustable multiplex crosshair system makes it possible
to adjust crosshair spacing for precisely 10 yard increments to match the exact trajecto-
ry of your crossbow at velocities between 250 and 350 feet per second.

Truglo offers a
variety of crossbow
scopes. Shown
here is its
Crossbow
Trajectory-
Compensating
Dual Color Open
Red Dot Sight. The
sight offers four
aiming dots with
five different
brightness levels
and two different
colors, red or
green. The sight
also incorporates a
trajectory compen-
sation system that
adjusts the sight
for different speed
settings allowing
the user to match
the sight with the
speed of the arrow.
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only scope that should be mounted
on a crossbow is a scope designed
specifically for a crossbow.”

“Horton also offers two models
of Red Dot scopes,” Snook added.
“Both models have zero magnifica-
tion and three aiming dots which are
calibrated to approximately 10-12
yard increments depending upon
bow speed. The Multi-A-Range 3-Dot
Red Dot model has an eleven-posi-
tion brightness dial so the sight can
be tailored to the users preferences
and hunting conditions. The Auto-
Adjust 3-Dot Red Dot model features
an electronic sensor with an ‘auto’
setting that automatically adjusts the
brightness of the aiming dots
depending on the amount of ambi-
ent light present. It also has six addi-
tional manual settings that can be
used if the shooter wants to override
the automatic mode. First time users
of electronic scopes have a tendency
to set the brightness settings to high
which can made the target harder to

see. We suggest keeping the intensity
turned to a lower setting so the dots
are readily visible but the target is still
sharp. With a little practice the user
will quickly find the proper setting
for various conditions.” (Contact
(800) 291-3649 for more informa-
tion.)

TRUGLO
Truglo’s Tru-Brite Illuminated

crossbow scopes combine illuminat-
ed reticles with dual colors. The
scope intensity has five settings to
match the hunting conditions plus
the choice of red or green aiming
dots. When no illumination is desired
the reticles are black. So in essence
the user can choice from black, red or
green. Another advantage to this sys-
tem is in the event of a battery failure
the hunter still is able to complete
the hunt using the normal black reti-
cles. The Tru-Brite Illuminated scope
also offers a Speed Selector ring
which allows the user to calibrate the

reticle for crossbows with speeds
between 225 and 400 feet per second. 

Truglo also offers Red Dot Sights
and their new Open Red Dot sights.
The Red Dot offers 11 different inten-
sity settings with a three dot reticle.
The Open Red Dot offers a four dot
sighting system with five brightness
settings and the ability to switch the
scope between red or green aiming
dots. Also incorporated in the scope
is a trajectory compensation system
that allows the user to select one of
four different speed settings which
tightens the aiming dots at the faster
speeds and spaces them out at the
slower speed setting. (Contact (972)
774-0300 for more information.)

This view through Horton’s Red Dot Sight shows three aiming dots spaced at approxi-
mately 10-12 yard increments depending upon the speed of the crossbow. The inten-
sity of the dots is adjustable depending upon light conditions. For best results the
intensity of the dots should be lowered as the light fades so the dots do not block out
or overpower the target.

The small photo inset into this scene shows the light sensor on Horton’s Auto-Adjust
3-Dot Red Dot Sight which automatically adjusts the light intensity of the aiming dots
depending on the ambient light conditions to balance the brightness of the dot with
the light on the target. If desired the automatic feature can be overridden and the
intensity of the dots can be adjusted manually.

This Horton Multi-A-Range crossbow
scope is outfitted with accessory flip-up
scope covers. The covers protect the scope
during transportation and storage as well
as provide 100 percent waterproof protec-
tion while in the field.
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TEN POINT
TenPoint offers three crossbow

scopes all of which are calibrated for
crossbows and feature three aiming
dots spaced at 20, 30 and 40 yards
respectively for crossbows shooting in
the 300 foot per second range. The 3X
Multi-Scope is a non illuminated
scope while the 3X Pro-View offers the
choice of non illuminated black reti-
cles, which can be changed to illumi-
nated red or green reticles with five
intensity levels by simply turning the
built in rheostat. Rounding out
TenPoint’s scope line is its Pro-40
Multi-Dot scope. The Pro 40 offers a
choice of red or green reticles with five
levels of light intensity. (Contact (330)
628-9245 for more information.)

OPTICAL ACCESSORIES
A good salesman never stops sell-

ing and optics not only make a great
add-on sale they also offer the oppor-
tunity for additional add-on sales.
Most of the optical companies also
offer a line of accessories. The Bino-
System is designed to hold a pair of
binoculars close to the chest and out

of the way of the string yet readily
available for instant use. The system
is an easy one to intrduce to anyone
buying a pair of binoculars. LensPens,
used for cleaning binocular lenses,
glasses, camera lens and digital dis-
plays are useful, inexpensive and
offer a great impulse buy. With the
growing popularity of rangefinders
retractable rangefinder tethers such

as the ones
offered by

Nikon or Pole Mountain are going to
be hot sellers. They allow the hunter
to keep his rangefinder close at hand
yet out of the way. Because they are
attached to a tether the bowhunter
can bring the rangefinder up to their
eye for range estimation and let the
tether retract and hold the rangefind-
er when he is done. The rangefinder is
always close at hand yet can’t be lost.
These are only a few of the acces-
sories that can increase optical and

TenPoint’s 3X Pro-View Crossbow Scope is calibrated for crossbows that shoot in the
300 foot per second range and offers multiple crosshair and dot reticles that can be
viewed in black, red or green. Five intensity levels are available when the red or green
modes are selected.

LensPens, such as the ones shown here offered by Carson,
are compact and ideal for cleaning lenses on cameras,
binoculars and digital displays. They make a great impulse
buy or an add-on sale for an optics customer.

Call your Dealer and ask for Maple Leaf Press Targets!

1215 Beechtree Street, Grand Haven, MI 49417
Phone 616-846-8844 • Fax 616-846-6408

Official 
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Call your Distributor and ask for Maple Leaf Press Targets!
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rangefinder sales.

SUMMARY
In today’s business climate one

of the most important things any
business can do is develop customer
loyalty, maximize sales and plant the
seeds for future sales. There is no
simple way to do that and there is no
one size fits all solution. It is impor-
tant to investigate and evaluate every
opportunity to see if it fits your busi-

ness and your selling style. Take the
time to investigate your optical
options and learn the basics so you
may better service your customer.
You may find that offering your cus-
tomers some optical choices as
described might just be the next step

in lifting your business to the next
level.    

Editor’s Note: In addition to his
writing duties, John Kasun is an out-
door seminar speaker and a business
consultant with experience in corpo-
rations large and small. He can be
reached at 126 Hickory Lane,
Duncansville, PA 16635, by phone at
(814) 695-5784 or by email at
kasun@atlanticbb.net.
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The Bino-System such as the one shown
here by Alpen Optics provides both com-
fort and convenience. The Bino-System
eliminates any strain on the neck from the
weight of the binoculars and is ideal for
the hunter keeping his binoculars close at
hand yet out of the way.

This tripod adapter by Vortex allows any
binoculars that have a threaded receiver
to be mounted to a tripod for shake free
long distance viewing. The adapter
screws into the threaded hinge of many
binoculars. Vortex Optics has tripods for
binoculars and spotting scopes.

This Stuff-It optics accessory by Carson is
a microfiber lens cloth ideally suited for
cleaning binoculars, spotting scopes or
glasses. The cloth pulls out for use and
can be easily “pulled back” into its storage
pouch. It is small and light in weight and
is great for in the field cleaning use.

Rangefinder tethers like the ones
offered by Nikon (above) and Pole
Mountain (right) make great accessory
sales. With the growing popularity of
rangefinders these tethers allow the
bowhunter to secure their rangefinders
and keep them close at hand yet allow
them to drop them if required without
fear of loss or damage.


