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Progress in establishing com-
munity archery centers was
the most heartening of the

generally good news about archery’s
future that was shared at the 5th
Annual Archery & Bowhunting
Summit. The summit meetings were
December 18-20 at the Hyatt
Regency in Columbus, Ohio.

The 91 industry, agency and
association representatives who
took part also heard how two Easton
foundations are using their own $3
million a year in funding to help

rebuild the feeder system for future
Olympic medalists, including college
archery teams and regional training
centers. In a separate article, I’ll
report on a new push towards tree-
stand safety. Then in May we’ll be
back with more summit details,
including reports on faith-based
programs that are using archery as a
way to attract more young people.

These summit meetings are
open to members of the industry
and the press, though like a year ago
ArrowTrade was the only magazine

represented. We’ve chosen
to make the industry sum-
mit the cover story for this
March issue. As publisher,
I’ve come to believe the ATA
Summit Meetings are sec-
ond in importance only to
the ATA Show we also cover

in this issue. It’s that annual trade
show, as most readers are aware, that
provides the lion’s share of the fund-
ing for the year-round work of the
Archery Trade Association or ATA.

How Far We’ve Come
Opening remarks from LaVerne

Woock helped remind attendees
how much progress has been made
in the five years since the summits
began as a way to establish and
guide progress toward industry
growth goals. 

The soft-spoken Woock heads
target maker Delta Industries and
had chaired his final ATA Board
Meeting the day before this summit
opened. He looked back to the origi-
nal meeting in Bloomington,
Minnesota, and contrasted that with
the current meeting. “Looking
through the information I have seen
we have representatives from 18
state wildlife agencies, two federal
departments, 27 various organiza-
tions and 38 representatives from
the archery industry. That’s a far cry
from where we were five years ago
when we had a handful of industry
people, a few organizations, and not
much more.”

“We had a hope that we were
going to be able to do something to
grow the sport but we were con-
cerned that we were even going to

Community Archery & Training 

Michigan School Archery
Coordinator Mary Emmons is
silhouetted against plans for
the $3.5 million Michigan State
University Shooting Sports
Center being built this year in
Lansing. Archery ranges fan out
below the building, which is also
seen in a sketch below. Emmons
has been a strong supporter
within the Michigan DNR for the
the new shooting center. The
agency established her position
with the aid of a grant from the
Archery Trade Association.
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get out of the room still talking to
each another,” Woock continued.
“Five years ago NASP was just com-
ing out of it’s pilot phase. Today the
National Archery in the Schools
Program is deeply embedded in 48
states and will be in 50 states soon,
and in a number of foreign coun-
tries.”

Woock said much had been
accomplished in the past five years
because the industry has been able
to use its own resources to leverage
contributions from state agencies
and now is seeing other taxing
authorities put resources behind
archery programs.

Before we examine community
archery programs, I want to devote a
little space to highlight the work
being done in more than a dozen
state wildlife agencies who gave
progress reports at the summit.
Federal Excise Taxes collected on
archery equipment has long helped
fund these agencies, just as FET on
fishing tackle, ammo and firearms
does. Under the leadership of CEO
and President Jay McAninch, the ATA
has had more success in recent years
getting those funds spent on things
that can make a difference to archery
equipment sales, like new archery
ranges and school archery coordina-
tors.

McAninch reminded summit
attendees that he’s a former DNR
employee who saw hunter numbers
decline “on his watch.” He related
that as a government employee he
sometimes used FET receipts to
build shooting ranges in rural areas,
where there was little opposition,
instead of trying to site them in
towns and cities where a lot more
shooters lived. Since joining the ATA
McAninch has used his agency con-

tacts and his knowledge of how
things work at the state and federal
level, along with targeted grants
from the ATA, to see archery tax rev-
enue is spent as wisely as possible.
Along those lines he helped coordi-
nate a meeting a week earlier in
Washington, DC, where the directors
of the state wildlife agencies sat
down with the manufacturers who
pay the taxes to discuss common
goals like increasing the number of
new hunters and retaining more of
the hunters we already have.

Director Sean Logan of the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources
and Dave Graham, Chief of the Ohio

Division of Wildlife, were in
Columbus to welcome the other
summit participants. Graham is a
life-long bowhunter who remembers
when the popular TV program,
American Sportsman, was pulled
from the airwaves due to pressure
from anti-hunters. Graham said
when he started his career in the
wildlife field he worried that hunt-
ing, or at least bowhunting, might be
outlawed some day. “The antis were
bent on making us do away with the
hunting heritage that we all love so
much. The fact that we didn’t go qui-
etly into the night,” Graham said, is
because the state wildlife agencies,

Centers Star At Summit Meeting

By Tim Dehn
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In the years since the ATA began hosting the annual summit meetings, manufacturers
have gotten better at setting aside their differences to work toward common goals. I
shot this photo of ATA Board Chairman LaVerne Woock (left) with James McGovern
while waiting for dinner one evening. Woock heads Delta Targets, McGovern is president
of Rinehart Targets.
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the sportsmen’s groups and the
industries began working together as
partners so people could continue to
use the wildlife resources wisely and
in the manner they were meant to be
used.

Graham drew attention to the
apprentice license program Ohio
had in place for the 2006 and 2007
hunting seasons, under which
11,000 youngsters went afield with
veteran hunters. Now that they have
experienced what hunting is all
about, Graham said most of those
young people are going on to take
hunter training so they can purchase
regular licenses.

Ken Dixon works under Graham
coordinating the school archery pro-
gram that is one of the fastest-grow-
ing in the nation. In the past year 83
additional schools came on board
with the NASP program that makes
an archery unit part of the regular
phys-ed instruction, bringing the
total to 221. As the program spreads

and school administrators share
notes on the positive impact, Dixon
said good things are happening. He
had a call from the superintendent
for the Fairview Schools, which
wanted him to approve their plans to
build a school archery range the
public will also be welcome to use.
Dixon said he’s also heard from the
Columbus School System that they’ll
be introducing NASP to 22 inner city
schools. 

Many Ohio schools have formed
after-school archery clubs and that’s
typically where teams form and
practice to compete in the state
tournament. In Ohio, 437 students
shot in the 2007 state tournament.
With 515 already registered for the
February 29, 2008 event Dixon
thought participation could go as
high as 700. The tournament is part
of the Arnold Sports Festival that
takes place in the North Hall of the
Veterans Memorial building in
Columbus.

Mary Emmons, the school
archery coordinator in Michigan,
helps operate a “virtual” state cham-
pionship that lets schools compete

without the long travel time that
would be otherwise required.
Instead of having to shell out money
toward busing and accommodations
some schools make money to sup-
port their archery clubs by having
the local segment in the gym and
charging admission for parents and
friends.  Her agency gave 72 schools
grants to help purchase the start-up
NASP equipment in the past year,
she said, and another 100 schools are
on a waiting list, primarily due to the
need for more qualified instructors.
Emmons said 136 Basic Archery
Instructors were trained this past
year, many at the state conference
for phys-ed instructors where she
now speaks each year to spread the
word about the program.

Jay Johnson of the Minnesota
DNR credits NASP and a change in
the draw weight regulations for help-
ing to boost bowhunting license
sales for the 2007 season. When
Minnesota reduced the minimum
peak weight to 30 pounds from the
previous 40 (a change this publisher
recommended in discussions at the
2007 Summit) it saw a 22 percent

jump in archery license sales.
His department has used geo-
graphic data like that the ATA’s
Emily Beach can provide any
agency, to identify school dis-
tricts where a high percentage
of bowhunters live. State
grants, funded in part by the
state lottery with additional
support from the National
Wild Turkey Federation
(NWTF) and other groups,
have helped the districts pur-
chase NASP equipment. There
are now more than 30 after-
school archery programs
operating in the state, Johnson
said, and a lot of positive
media coverage is being gen-
erated by them and by orga-
nized youth bowhunts in
Minnesota.

Don Crawford said
Tennessee sold 2,499 appren-
tice hunter license for the 2007
season, much higher than that
20-year agency veteran antici-
pated. Letting young people
experience a supervised hunt-
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Dave Graham, Chief of the Ohio Division
of Wildlife, credits cooperation between
the shooting sports industry, sportsmen's
groups and agencies like his with keeping
anti-hunters at bay.

Michelle Doerr, the ATA Director of Archery and
Bowhunting Programs, served as the session mod-
erator. She’s been an important resource for state
game agencies looking to make more effective use
of Federal Excise Taxes collected on archery gear.
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ing experience without making them
go through formal hunter training is
a good idea, Crawford said. He also is
a fan of the state’s decision to allow
crossbows in the archery season,
believing it allows more young peo-
ple and more seniors to get into the
game. In 2005, Crawford reported, 23
percent of the archery kill was with
crossbows, rising to 33.5 percent for
the 2006 season and close to 40 per-
cent for this past year. Crawford
illustrated his talks with photos from
a “Wounded Warrior Hunt,” where 18
veterans had taken 24 deer with
crossbows on a hunt hosted on a pri-
vate farm.

Aided by a grant from ATA’s
ArrowSport Foundation, the Forest
Preserve District of DuPage County
established and now is upgrading
the archery range at Blackwell Forest
Preserve, a 1,340 acre facility west of
Chicago. Andrea Hoyt said the multi-
year approach has let them see just
how popular archery can be to met-
ropolitan residents. Those taking
part in the organized archery events
alone increased from 300 in 2006 to
over 1,200 during 2007. The taxing
district has applied for a 50 percent
state grant to expand the archery
range again to the tune of $504,000.
The design includes a 3 acre picnic
area next to beginning, intermediate
and 3-D ranges. With no hunting
allowed in DuPage County, Hoyt said
the 3-D range will include foam

aliens, dinosaurs and giant insect
pests available from Rinehart 3D
Targets.

James McGovern of Rinehart
Targets took part in the Summit, and
told the agency personnel he’d be
happy to work with them if they have
ranges that require theft-resistant 3-
D targets. Denise Raum of Arizona’s
Game and Fish Department related
another problem she’d encountered:
People using public archery ranges
who haven’t been trained in safe and
courteous shooting habits. Archery
backstops on Arizona’s public ranges
are being outfitted with warning
flags you can flip up when you’re
behind them searching for an errant
arrow, she said, so another archer
doesn’t walk up and begin shooting.
She’s also had signs installed by the
arrow holders, so people understand
they’re supposed to remain behind
the shooting line as they loose their
arrows.

Raum has been on the job just a
year and a half, but the retail veter-
an’s fresh perspectives are bearing
fruit. Like some in the ATA she has
questioned how much value there is
in running lots of youngsters
through a archery booth at a game
fair or other public event. “We don’t
want to be a carnival attraction,” she
said, explaining that now youngsters
are being asked to go through a 30
minute archery skills course if they
want to shoot with the state equip-
ment. 

To help get some after-school
archery programs established, Raum
approached park and recreation

departments about offering them
and three have agreed to do so. 

After a year of considering her
proposal to establish NASP in reser-
vation schools, Raum said the Hopi
tribe has agreed to allow that. “We’ll
train the tribal council first, then
they’ll authorize us to go in and train
the teachers.”

Missouri's 15 Outdoor Skills
Specialists couldn’t keep up with the
demand to provide archery instruc-
tion, Kevin Lohraff said from that
Department of Conservation, and
the equipment and training they
offered wasn’t uniform. In March of
2007 all 15 went through the training
to become Basic Archery Instructor
Trainers, or “BAIT” for short. As such
they’re qualified to train phys-ed
teachers and interested volunteers
to the BAI or Basic Archery
Instructor level needed to teach
NASP and after-school archery pro-
grams. “Now our field staff is teach-
ing the teachers,” Lohraff comment-
ed, which should allow archery
instruction to spread much more
quickly in the state.

Dennetta Dawson was back at
the 2007 Summit with good news
from the South Carolina Department
of Conservation and Natural
Resources. Dennetta said a combi-
nation of Federal Aid and a grant
from a private foundation, the Harry
Hampton Memorial Wildlife Fund,
meant the agency could now have
one person dedicated solely to
administering the NASP program.
Even without that, this past year
there was a 40 percent increase in
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PHOTO LEFT: Participants got a kick out of playing one of the games in
the Explore Bowhunting curriculum that required them to respond cor-
rectly to different turkey calls. ATA hopes to make the course available
later this year to schools and youth groups. BELOW: Trent Wilson of The
Outdoors Network checks out equipment that accompanies the course.
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the number of participating schools,
to 70 overall. The equipment kit, nor-
mally a $3,500 investment, is just
$500 to the Alabama schools
because of other funding that’s been
pulled together, Dennetta said. She
complimented state bowhunting
organizations for helping to operate
after-school archery programs and
the state NASP tournament that
takes place during the Palmetto
Sportsman’s Classic. 

Community Archery Programs
Aware that the archery industry

wants to see recreational archery
expand outside the schools and into
the community, Dawson said she’s

had some early discussions with the
Naval Weapons Station in Southern
Alabama. The federal government is
requiring some improvements to
recreational facilities there and
Dawson said the state agency was
able to step in and say “hey, we’ve got
a plan for a community archery
park,” thanks to drawings funded by
the ATA.

Jeff Rawlinson of the Nebraska
Game & Parks Commission said
plans are underway to build a public
archery range in the city of Lincoln,
thanks to cooperation between the
commission, the city park and recre-
ation department, and Lincoln’s
Prairie Bowmen Archery Club. The
60-acre site is getting two 14-station
field archery courses, an Olympic
style outdoor range and an indoor
shooting range. There’s already a
youth mentored-hunting bowhunt-
ing program on old landfill property
to the north, Rawlinson said, and
“the sky’s the limit” on what type of
3-D courses could be set out there.

Tennessee’s Don Crawford was
back at the podium Wednesday
morning representing one of five
community archery programs
receiving close attention at this
Summit. The Sweetwater County
Archery Park is being built on 4 acres
owned by the city of Sweetwater,
which will do all the construction.
The $99,300 total budget includes
permanent bathrooms, the archery
ranges, parking areas and paths, and
money to equip nearby schools with
NASP equipment. The range will be
headquarters to a structured
archery program not unlike a tennis
program in Sweetwater that current-
ly serves three counties. The
Sweetwater Junior High and K-6
schools already have their NASP
gear, Crawford explained. Five more
area schools will be set up with
NASP in 2009, he explained, eight
more the following year.  The state
agency is putting in $25,000 of fund-
ing the first year, $10,000 the sec-
ond. “We want to make this a show-
place that can be duplicated in other
communities.”

Crawford said his agency’s direc-
tor would love to see another com-
munity archery park built in

Brentwood, a higher-income com-
munity that’s already blessed with 33
parks. ATA President McAninch and
Michelle Doerr, the ATA Director of
Archery and Bowhunting Programs,
had toured the area and been excited
about the prospects. If the commu-
nity would provide the land and
agree to run organized archery pro-
grams, the Tennessee Wildlife
Resources Agency would build the
ranges and other amenities. The ini-
tial meeting with city officials wasn’t
promising, Crawford admitted, as
the response was “Well, our people
are more interested in soccer than
archery.” 

Crawford and his boss aren’t giv-
ing up on the idea. “My director says
we’ll get the NASP program into their
schools, and then they’ll come to us
and ask us to build them a commu-
nity archery park.”

Alabama’s Ray Metzler was next
up with details of the Athens
Community Archery Park. That city,
15 miles from Huntsville, thinks a
classy outdoor range can attract
more shoppers to the city, particu-
larly if major archery tournaments
are scheduled there. Ground was
broken May 21st for the community
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ATA President & CEO Jay McAninch is a
former wildlife biologist with extensive
contacts within the state agencies that
spend the federal aid generated by
archery excise taxes.

Roy Grimes gave one of the seven reports
from non-profit groups. While working in
the Kentucky Department of Fish &
Wildlife Resources, Roy Grimes helped
begin the National Archery in the Schools
Program. Now retired from his agency
position, he serves as the NASP
Foundation President. NASP continues to
grow with the aid of a three-tiered system:
Basic Archery Instructor Training
Specialists (BAITS) train Basic Archery
Instructor Trainers (BAIT), who then train
the phys-ed teachers with a eight-hour
Basic Archery Instructor (BAI) class.
Grimes said if each participating state
adds just 24 schools per year, by the pro-
gram’s 10th anniversary in 2012, 4 million
students will be trained each year. He esti-
mated that could drive the sale of an addi-
tional 750,000 bows per year.
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archery park, which will include
youth and adult ranges, the latter
with elevated shooting platforms to
provide realistic bowhunting prac-
tice. The new park is within walking
distance of the Athens high school,
adjacent to tennis courts, soccer
fields, rest rooms and pavilions. 

Metzler said it might have taken
three years to get formal plans drawn
up by state engineers. Once a 30-
year-lease governing the use of the
land was signed, agency personnel
just went ahead and built the ranges
and put in the crushed limestone
pathways, following some of the sug-
gestions of a landscape architect
who is a consultant for the ATA. The
ATA is providing funding for the tar-
gets themselves, and Metzler said
the city is interested in offering
youth and adult archery classes
through its park and rec department
on the facility which is opening
February 28. “If I can do this in 10
cities throughout Alabama, I’m
going to do it, as little as it cost,”
Metzler said.

Iowa’s Ben Berka used the con-
ceptual designs provided by the ATA
as well as draft documents from the
industry group when talking within
the Iowa Department of Natural
Resources about building a commu-
nity archery park in Des Moines. The
same documents and plans helped
change the mindset of city officials
that “shooting has to be done out in
the boonies.” It helps that the Des
Moines Public School System, the
state’s largest, recently decided to
use NASP as part of its high school
phys-ed program. Berka said when
he sat down with the facilities direc-
tor and program director for the city
park and rec department, they saw
the need for students to have places
to shoot outside of a school gym.
Safety concerns from the city offi-
cials were less than he expected:
Again he credited Michele Doerr and
the ATA for helping him put safety
issues to rest.

Berka said the site chosen is a 40
acre undeveloped park in the center

of Des Moines, about a five minute
ride from his office at the state
Capitol. The state agency has been
asked by the city to draw a master
plan for the property and to identify
funding partners. It’s too soon to say
when the facility will be built, but
Berka said he’ll be talking to USA
Archery and other national associa-
tions to make sure the archery
ranges are first-class facilities. Des
Moines once envisioned an
Olympic Village being built on the
site, and while that may not happen
it’s possible this could become a
regional training center for top
archers. 

Paul Ritter of the New Jersey
Division of Fish and Wildlife
explained how hard it can be for
agency personnel to promote
bowhunting in a state where the top
political leaders don’t support hunt-
ing. Yet within two years, Ritter said
New Jersey should have one of the
largest archery complexes on the
East Coast, by focusing on promoting
recreational archery. Ritter showed
aerial photos of the Black River
Wildlife Management Area and said
his initial goal when the state
acquired an old archery range was to
refurbish the building and give area
bowhunters a better place to shoot
and hold hunter education classes.
When the ATA’s Jay McAninch met
with his agency, Ritter said he
encouraged  them to “dream larger”
by thinking about
developing the
area as an Olympic
Archery training
center with a new
indoor shooting
facility.

Ritter then said

archery in New Jersey got a tremen-
dous boost last spring when an 8th
grade girl won the first place trophy
at the NASP national tournament.
That and McAninch’s suggestion to
put the spotlight on competitive
archery helped sell the agency on
the proposal. Because the same
building will be used for year-round
hunter education training, Ritter
said about $90,000 annually in fed-
eral state aid funds will go toward its
maintenance. Engineering and
architectural firms have already
been hired, and site plans should be
ready for review early in 2008. New
Jersey has already committed over
$150,000 toward the project, Ritter
said, and he seemed confident that
the balance needed would be avail-
able. His agency gets a small per-
centage of the business tax on cor-
porations based in New Jersey, and
there’s so many of those corpora-
tions even that small slice adds up to
big dollars.

Mary Emmons of the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources
followed Ritter with news of the
Shooting Sports, Eduction &
Training Center being built at
Michigan State University in East
Lansing. Construction should begin
this May on a $3.5 million dollar
project that will include a 23,000
square foot building with 25 meter
indoor archery range and three out-
door archery ranges.
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Horton’s Lee
Zimmerman had the
help of the Hyatt’s
Michele Koren  (right)
in demonstrating
how easy it is to cock
and shoot this youth
crossbow. Horton
was looking for
industry feedback
and acceptance of
the crossbow into
some school archery
programs.
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Indoors there is also a 15 meter
range for air rife and small-bore
rifle, which means the facility can
also serve college shooting clubs,
the ROTC program and the hunter
education needs of the agency she
works for, Emmons said. Outdoor
archery facilities will include a 90
meter FITA range where archers
shoot from a heated porch, an
important feature given Michigan’s
brisk winters. 

Emmons said there are 118
schools within a 10-mile radius of
the new shooting facility, yet only 3
percent of them have adopted the
NASP program. She helped con-
vince the park and recreation direc-
tors of four area communities to
begin offering NASP as an after-
school program, and she said they
enthusiastically agreed and are
looking forward to setting up
regional archery competition at the
new center. Emmons thanked the
ATA and the Easton Foundation for
their financial support toward the
new training center.

The Easton Component
Erik Watts followed Emmons to

the podium to explain why two
foundations funded and controlled
by the Easton family are so interest-
ed in helping regional archery train-
ing centers become a reality. The
foundations control $70 million in
assets, a large part of that generated
by the sale of the non-archery
Easton Sports business. Under fed-
eral law they must contribute about
$3 million of that annually to non-
profit groups. If the foundations can
use that money to help establish 8 to
10 regional archery training centers
across the U.S., Watts said that could
be a key to U.S. archers getting back
on the Olympic podium and U.S.
colleges putting archery back in as a
team sport. 

As his boss Jim Easton has made
clear, Watts said the number one
objective for the foundations is to
strengthen the United States
Olympic Archery Team, which hasn’t
brought home an individual medal

for the women since Denise Parker’s
1988 silver. That’s why Kisick Lee,
former head coach of the power-
house Korean National Team, was
hired as the National Head Coach of
USA Archery (formerly the National
Archery Association.) The founda-
tions are funding an Olympic School
Program in Southern California,
with a $250,000 investment training
young shooters in the shooting
techniques Lee has developed. 

A nationwide network of coach-
es trained in these winning tech-
niques will identify and encourage
gifted young archers, Watts said,
with the best of these young teens
moving on to further coaching at the
regional archery training centers.
The centers need to support all
styles of archery, he said, so the U.S.
can have athletes that excel at the
indoor archery, field archery, and 3-
D that is also part of world-wide
competition. Colleges who have
strong club archery programs will be
encouraged to send their top
archers for additional training, and
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with the training centers offering
sites for regional competition it
should be easier for the schools to
make the transition back to offering
archery as a full-fledged college
sport.

I’ve already mentioned some of
the community archery parks that
could serve as regional archery
training centers with the aid of
Easton foundation funding. The
foundation is putting $350,000
towards a $2.8 million project to
build a new NFAA headquarters,
ranges and training facility in
Yankton, South Dakota. The project
is the brainchild of NFAA President
Bruce Cull, an archery retailer, who
helped convince the city and county
to donate a 40-acre site because of
the revenue major archery tourna-
ments can bring to the area. One of
the stipulations Easton made as a
funding partner was that all the user
fees from the indoor range and the
outdoor Olympic range will be used
to expand the NFAA Scholarship
fund. Imagine how interest will
change among young archers, Watts
said, when instead of the current
$2,000 there is $50,000 in scholar-
ship money available. Construction

on the Yankton facility was set to
begin December 28, 2007.

In Newberry Florida the Easton
Foundation wants to partner with
the National Archery Development
Association. NADA creates archery
training curriculum and trains
coaches, and under President Doug
Engh has done a lot to standardize
and improve archery instruction.
NADA would have its headquarters
in the proposed building alongside
an indoor archery court that con-
verts to a basketball court to serve
other community needs. Extensive
outdoor ranges on 60 wooded acres
will be part of the $5 million project,
which the Easton Sports
Development Foundation has
pledged $1.5 million toward.

The United States doesn’t have
the facilities to host prestigious FITA
World Cup Archery Events, and
Easton Technical Products President
Greg Easton would like to see that
change. He’s approached the
University of Utah about building
archery facilities as part of the on-
campus Student Life Center in Salt
Lake City, the city that is home to the
arrow manufacturer and to Hoyt
USA. 

What about younger archers?
Easton spent 25 years funding a
camp archery program that let a
huge amount of youngsters enjoy

shooting bows and arrows, but
apparently wasn’t so good at turning
them into life-long archers. Watts
said he worries that most NASP
graduates will suffer the same fate,
unless more after-school archery
programs are formed for them. The
foundation is putting $178,000
toward funding the ASAP or After
School Archery Program being
backed by most of the national
archery associations. It’s hoping
Doug Engh and NADA can find the
right coach in each state, from
among the 500 it has on its books, to
set up pilot programs so kids who
get inspired in NASP can easily con-
tinue in archery.

These programs and about a
dozen others received Easton foun-
dation grants in 2007, as one of the
oldest names in the archery industry
continues to invest in archery’s
future. It may take 10 years, but
Watts said U.S. Olympic Archery
Team members can again appear on
the winning podium, and if the
medalist had their first experience
with archery through NASP, “that
will just be icing on the cake.”

Author’s Note: More details on
the regional archery center to be
built in South Dakota appears in this
issue’s Industry News section. 

Accident Drives Home High Cost of Treestand Falls

Anew campaign to reduce the
number and severity of tree-
stand accidents was intro-

duced at the 2007 ATA Archery and
Bowhunting Summit meetings by
John Louk of the Treestand
Manufacturers Association (TMA)
and Marilyn Bentz of the National
Bowhunter Education Foundation
(NBEF).

I paid particular attention
because a few weeks before those
Ohio meetings, someone I work with
in the industry was severely injured in
a fall from a treestand. Michael
Anderson, the general manager at
Specialty Archery LLC in Spencer,
Iowa, fell more than 20 feet when a
chain supporting a treestand broke in
the few seconds his safety vest was

unhooked from its tether. Anderson
fractured his leg and lower back and
will need months more of therapy
before he can return to shooting
competitively.

Anderson is not your typical
bowhunter: he’s passionate about
staying safe when he hunts and goes
through equipment checks most of
us wouldn’t take the time for. When I
talked to him a few days after
Christmas, he said one comment he’s
heard over and over is “If it can hap-
pen to you, it can happen to any-
body.”

How prevalent are treestand acci-

John Louk of the Treestand
Manufacturer’s Association listens as ASA

representative Dee Falks (right) makes a
point during the summit meetings.
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dents?  NBEF President Bentz said
she worked with Mike Hammer, the
hunter education coordinator in
Minnesota, to gather some scientific
data. The annual Camp Ripley hunt
was chosen because it brings in a
great cross-section of hunters eager
to cooperate because they appreciate
the chance to bowhunt on the vast
military reservation. Each of two
weekend hunts brought in 2,500
hunters this past fall and 750 were
chosen from each group to receive a
35-question mailed survey. The 58.7
percent response rate is high for a
survey of this type, so the results are
considered highly accurate. Ninety-
six percent of the respondents said
they hunt from treestands. Eighty-
eight hunters, or 11 percent, said they
had suffered an accident while using
a treestand and 72 percent of those
were injured severely enough to
require medical care.

Bentz asked those of us at the
summit meeting to raise our hands if
we’ve ever had a treestand-related
accident. Our numbers in the confer-
ence room at the Hyatt Regency in
Columbus were close to what she’d
found in the Minnesota study, and a
Missouri DNR representative com-
mented their state surveys were also
in line, with 10 percent of hunters
reporting accidents while using a
treestand. When you scale up to the
common estimate of 3 million active
bowhunters, that means 300,000 to
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330,000 men and women whose pur-
chases the industry depends on have
been involved in a treestand accident.

Those are scary figures, particu-
larly in light of the work the industry
is doing to attract more young people
into the sport. As NASP Foundation
President Roy Grimes interjected, put
yourself in the place of a mother try-
ing to decide if a son or daughter
should go bowhunting for the first
time. Would they want to accept a 1 in
10 chance the offspring would fall
sometime in their hunting career?

We can hope the figures will go
down for our younger hunters. Bentz
said while 72 percent of the Camp
Ripley respondents had gone through
a hunter education course (and 32
percent a bowhunter education
course), their ages meant many had
missed the emphasis on treestand
safety that’s been made in recent
years. Hunters often say they don’t
want to have to take a class or even go
through an on-line course to get up to
speed on treestand safety, the NBEF
president said. “Before we change our
approach, we’d like to study what led
up to some of these accidents,” she
said. What will be learned can help
guide the marketing and public rela-
tions efforts for project STAND, repre-
senting “Stop Treestand Accidents
And Deaths.”

A Safe Hunter
Gets Badly Hurt

Michael Anderson agreed to give
ArrowTrade the full details on his own
accident, in the hope it can keep oth-
ers from being injured. Anderson is
35 and has been bowhunting for 22 of
them, starting as a teen in 1985 and
hunting every year since. He’s a very
knowledgeable archer, having com-
peted in the Men’s Open Pro class
since 1992, and in March of 2007 he
realized a dream to work in the
archery industry when he accepted
the position of General Manager at
Specialty Archery, LLC.

Anderson has my assistance in
developing ads and press releases for
that company, and once he was able

to return to the office I took him up
on the offer to chronicle the accident.
Anderson told me that he used to use
permanent wood stands on property
his family hunted, but would faithful-
ly check them each spring and
replace any weakened components.
Now that he hunts from commercial
stands, he has a routine of checking
each one of the 10 or 12 he owns by
hanging it a couple feet off the
ground and getting his girlfriend,
Rachel Smith, to step on it and
bounce up and down. That way he
can locate squeaks that need atten-
tion before they spook a buck, or
bolts that need tightening, or any
wear or defects that mean its time to
replace the stand, straps or chains.

Anderson wouldn’t need any of
his stands, however, to take up a
friend’s offer to join him on a week-
end hunt on property near
Bloomfield, Iowa where the friend
had already taken some exceptional
bucks. He hunted the first day with-
out incident, and returned the sec-
ond morning to the same stand,
which had been securely chained to
the tree five years earlier. This friend
is a serious big buck hunter who
insists on getting to stands early, and

Anderson was at the base of the same
tree about 3:45 a.m. November 8,
wearing his safety vest and ready to
climb the partially overgrown tree
steps. Unknown to him, the tree’s
growth had also been stretching and
fatiguing the chain that held the
stand.

His friend had shot a 170 class
buck the first day of their hunt togeth-
er, and Anderson said he still felt
some of that elation as he fastened his
haul strap to his bow and climbed up
to the stand.  “The first thing I did was
take the loop of my safety rope out
and wrap it around the tree, then
clipped my Hunter Safety System vest
to it.” Safely attached, Anderson tried
to lift the bow but found it had
snagged in some brush. He didn’t rel-
ish a climb down in the dark but after
5 minutes of futile jiggling that’s what
he had to do, leaving the loop
attached to the tree. 

Once on the ground he looked up
at the night sky and tried to find the
best spot to lay his bow so it wouldn’t
snag on the way up. “I climbed back
up to the treestand that I’d already
been in for 5 or 10 minutes that
morning. I got up there and stepped
on the platform. I remember having

Terry Hatfield is
one of the volun-
teer instructors
who deliver train-
ing courses devel-
oped by the
National
Bowhunter
Education
Foundation. NBEF
training aids like
this Treestand
Safety Video and
these realistic
foam animals were
on display at the
2008 ATA Show in
Indianapolis. Note
the “Education
rather than
Regulation” slo-
gan: Reducing
treestand acci-
dents could be
important if the
industry is to avoid
government
restrictions on
hunting from ele-
vated stands.
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the loop in one hand and I can’t
remember if I had the carbineer in my
other, but I was only 2 or 3 seconds
from being safely attached to the tree
when the chain holding the stand
broke.”

Anderson had time to think of the
handy limb his friend had sawed off
next to the stand as a place to hang
bows and backpacks, and tried to
grab it as his body began to accelerate
at 32 feet per second, the speed of
gravity here on earth. He told me later
there had been other times, hanging
stands or clearing limbs, when he’d
been unclipped from the tree for a
few moments and thought to himself,
“Well, if I slip I’ll grab onto that and
catch myself.” With 230 pounds of
mass accelerating him toward the
ground, Anderson said the stout limb
tore right through his grasp “like I had
the strength of a 2-year-old. I know
now that when you’re falling, there’s
no way to grab something and stop
yourself. There’s way too much force
at work.”

The impact with the ground 20
feet below shattered the two bones in
his lower right leg into several pieces
and caused a burst fracture in one of
his vertebrae. We won’t mention the
bruising. Anderson stayed conscious
and his training and experience as a
chiropractor helped him assess the
skeletal damage. He could still move
his toes so he knew the spinal cord
hadn’t been cut, but the electric tin-
gling in both legs told him there was
serious pressure on that vital pathway
for the nervous system. Anderson had
a cell phone with him and was con-
cerned that the low battery power
might last for only a single call. He
decided it had to be to Rachel,
because she could make the needed
additional calls on land lines.

The call woke Rachel. “She got all
excited and said ‘Did you get a big
one.’ I told her it was still dark, that I’d
fallen and was hurt. She went from
half asleep to wide awake in nothing
flat.” Anderson figured the 911 dis-
patcher was going to need an
address, asked Rachel to get that from
his friend’s wife, then make the emer-
gency call.

Someone may have been looking
out for the injured hunter, because

STRIKE FAST. STRIKE TRUE.

NEW LOOK.
NEW DESIGNS.

BE AFRAID.
BE VERY AFRAID.
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even though reception was normally
poor in the valley the farm was locat-
ed in, Anderson said his own call to
911 went through clear as a bell. The
dispatcher had access to land owner-
ship records so his friend’s name and
that of a neighbor were enough to
help him identify the parcel.
Anderson was able to give precise
directions to his treestand from the
driveway, describing how they could
park by the trailer, walk through two
food plots and then follow a dry creek
bed to the massive oak he was laying
next to.

When the dispatcher asked how
bad the injuries were, Anderson’s chi-
ropractic training came into play. “I
told him I had a mid lumbar fracture
with neuropathology, but could still
feel my legs. I told him the tibia and
fibula were both broken in my right
leg. I told him there was no external
bleeding, though I didn’t know the
extent of internal injuries. He said,
‘Hang on one second, we’re sending
EMS right now, we’ll be there in about
20 minutes.’ He asked me about aller-
gies. I told him ‘Penicillin and appar-
ently, gravity.’ Then the phone was
dead.”

The phone’s display had been
giving out just enough glow to light
the immediate area, and Anderson
was back in total darkness. On his
back, unable to move, he listened to
the sounds of the night and imagined

how helpless he’d be if a raccoon, or
something larger, decided to come
and chew on his foot. Then he got
cold, since his ScentBlocker jacket
was still strapped to the pack hanging
some 20 feet above him. “I had long
underwear on, and my ScentBlocker
pants, but I didn’t want to get sweated
up walking to the stand. I’m laying on
the ground thinking, ‘Am I getting
cold because of the temperature, or
because I’m bleeding to death inter-
nally.’” Though the fall hadn’t killed
him, Anderson knew if he was bleed-
ing internally he could still go into
shock and die before help arrived.

Thirty to 45 minutes after he fell,
Anderson saw a flashlight and heard
someone calling his name. The first
responder who reached him was
probably a police officer, Anderson
said, who took off his own jacket to
cover him. “I warmed up right away
then and the shaking stopped, so I
knew I wasn’t going into shock.” Soon
others arrived, prepped him and
strapped and taped him to a back-
board so no further injuries would
occur from the bone fragments
alongside his spine and in his lower
right leg. The landowner friend heard
the commotion from his own tree-
stand perch, came over and was able
to lead the group directly to the food
plot where a helicopter had touched
down for the airlift to the hospital in
Iowa City. 

Facing A Long Recovery
Between the pain and the drugs

given to combat the pain, Anderson

isn’t sure if his initial surgery was
done the first day he was at the hospi-
tal or early on the second. “I had a L1
burst fracture, which means the L1
vertebrae had shattered.” Doctors
removed the bone chips that were
pressing on the spinal cord, and then
took donor chips off Anderson’s left
hipbone to help rebuild the fractured
vertebrae. A 5 inch metal cage was
installed across the damaged verte-
brae and two sound ones. That per-
manent addition to his lower back
means he’s lost about 9 percent of the
range of motion he had before the
accident. There’s a pretty impressive
scar on his back from the surgery, and
for a few months he needs to wear a
TLSO, a type of chest brace that runs
from hips to the top of his rib cage to
keep his lumbar region straight dur-
ing the healing process. 

The impact to his right leg hadn’t
just snapped the two main bones,
they’d burst apart into fragments
above the ankle. That type of break
can often lead to arthritis in the joint
and loss of motion. To try and prevent
that, doctors first pinned the bones
together and then after a week of let-
ting the leg rehabilitate they went
back in and installed metal plates
along the tibia, using screws and
brads that are also permanent. “My
leg is not in a cast,” Anderson told me
on his second full day back in the
office. “It’s held in an external fixator,
a type of metal cage along the leg that
has pins going through the flesh into
the bone. It’s all locked into place; I
can’t put any weight on that leg for

Michael Anderson’s  skill as a competitive archer and his
strong interest in bowhunting were factors in him being
hired last year as the general manager for Specialty
Archery, LLC.
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three months. It looks gruesome as all
get-out, but it’s really not that big a
deal.”

Anderson can cover the contrap-
tion on his leg with loose sweat pants,
but he’s finding he needs to keep it
elevated as much as possible.
“Yesterday I worked all day with my
leg down, and by the time I got home
my foot was so swollen it looked like a
Vienna sausage. The swelling was
putting pressure on the joint near the
break and that was pretty uncomfort-
able.”

Knowing archery was such a big
part of his life, I asked Anderson if
he’d be shooting again anytime soon.
“I think in time I’ll be able to shoot
just fine. The injury is lower in the
back than where the muscles are that
we use in archery. The big problem
now is lack of strength. This is the
longest I’ve gone without shooting a
bow since I was a teenager. Last year I
shot 60 pounds for target, and 70
pounds for 3D. With a heavier draw
weight the bow gets rid of the arrow a
little quicker, and the more holding
weight I’ve got the better I seem to
shoot. I’ve been working out with a
25-pound Theraband, and the other
day I grabbed Rachel’s 40-pound bow.
I shot it, it wasn’t hard but it wasn’t
easy either.”

Anderson has set a goal for him-
self of being able to shoot in the NFAA
Indoor Nationals when they come to
Louisville, Kentucky March 15-16. He
was still undecided about whether he

should come to the ATA show in a
wheelchair, but knows he definitely
won’t be competing in the Vegas
Shoot this February 22-24. “Since I
was 15, the only three years I missed
Vegas were the years I was studying in
chiropractic school.” It pains the
hunter in him to have missed out on
most of the bow season and what
would have been his first muzzle-
loading season as an Iowa resident. 

Yet Anderson knows he is very
lucky. “Someone told me in the hospi-
tal that less than half the people sur-
vive a 20-foot fall. This freak accident
could have easily resulted in death, in
paralysis or in injuries much more
severe than I received. I wish it hadn’t
happened, but I’m glad it was me in
that stand and not my friend. He
often hunts that farm alone and he’s
married with two little kids.”

Preventing
Treestand Falls

I asked Anderson if he planned to
hunt from ground blinds from now
on, and he said no way. As soon as
he’s fit again he said he was going to
climb up to one treestand he’s got 26
feet above the ground, to prove to
himself his nerves can handle it. “I’m
kind of a hard-headed Norwegian
that way.” But while Anderson plans
to continue using treestands he’ll also
use a system like that offered by
Hunter Safety System or Fall Guy or
Summit that lets him stay attached
from the time he leaves the ground
until he’s back safely down, even if it
adds 5 minutes to his climb.

You may have already seen TV
spots from Ted Nugent or spokesmen

from Realtree and Mossy Oak pro-
moting the same message, that you
need to wear a full body harness and
stay hooked up from “the time you
leave the ground until you’re back
down.” John Louk, the executive
director of the Treestand
Manufacturer’s Association (TMA),
said so far the 30-second public safe-
ty messages have been aired 375
times between the Sportsman
Channel and Outdoor Channel. 

The same message is promoted
in the treestand safety video now
being packed with each stand sold by
TMA members. Since June of 2007
members have paid a royalty on each
video, on top of the dues they already
pay. Louk said the increased funding
has doubled his budget and has
allowed the TMA office to offer states
$2,500 matching grants to help them
purchase modern treestands and
harnesses to use in treestand safety
training classes. During this past year,
175 master instructors were trained
from 16 states and two foreign coun-
tries, with the goal of them being able
to train other treestand safety instruc-
tors in their own areas so anyone who
hunts from a treestand will eventual-
ly have easy access to a class. 

The treestand safety training
being coordinated by the National
Bowhunter Education Foundation is
extensive, Louk said, comprising
eight to ten hours of instruction with
three hours of that being “hands-on.”
That includes how to use “suspension
relief” devices that allow a hunter
hanging from his harness to take the
weight off the thigh straps periodical-
ly so blood doesn’t pool and cool in

Anderson’s back shows the long incision where a metal cage was
inserted. The slanted scar is where surgeons took bone chips from
his pelvis to help rebuild a shattered vertebrae. BELOW: This
appliance helps hold his shattered leg bones in alignment so they
can heal with the best chance to avoid arthritis in the joint.
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his legs. Without that feature and
training, someone who’s hung from a
harness can go into cardiac arrest
when they’re brought down as the
cooled blood reaches their heart.

By 2009, Louk said, all TMA mem-
bers will be including a suspension
relief feature such as a strap you can
stand on periodically to take the
weight off the harness. A TMA com-
mittee under the direction of
Summit’s John Woller has also studied
whether treestand safety systems
need to include a “self-rescue” fea-
ture, for the hunter who is hanging
from a harness but doesn’t have a way
to contact help and needs to be able
to lower himself to the ground or get
back on the tree steps or ladder.
Members aren’t ready to make that
self-rescue feature mandatory for
TMA-approved treestands yet, but
you can bet individual companies
will be working on solutions to the
problem.

Louk reminded summit atten-
dees that anything less than a full-
body harness or vest incorporating a
full-body harness is simply inade-
quate when it comes to treestand
safety equipment. Safety belts and
simple shoulder harnesses should be
discarded, because either can suffo-
cate you or let you slip out, possibly
dislocating both your shoulders in
the process.

Within a few days of Mike
Anderson’s injury in Iowa, the Des
Moines register reported than Scott
Ferris of St. Charles suffocated after
falling from a treestand and hanging
in a safety harness that covered only
his chest. 

Editors Note: More information
about the TMA and its efforts on
behalf of treestand safety can be
obtained from John Louk at the TMA
office in Hattiesburg, Mississippi.
Contact him by phone at (601) 584-
7983 or do so by email at info@tmas-
tands.com.

For more details of the new tree-
stand safety training or to locate a
NBEF class near you, check the
www.nbef.org website. Marilyn Bentz
heads the NBEF and can be reached
at mbentz@nbef.org or by phone in
Ft. Smith, Arkansas at (479) 649-9036.
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