
About two years after I finished
college I was drafted. No, I
don’t mean into the NFL but

rather into the US military. While the
draft is no longer being used, (and I
am not sure that is a good thing), dur-
ing my youth it was all too real. Of all
of my military experiences the one

that has always stuck in my mind was
a lesson I learned from a grizzled old
sergeant during hand to hand combat
training. He seemed to be about seven
feet tall as he stood in front of us with
a knife in his hand that looked more
like a oversized machete. “Men,” he
bellowed, “when a man is coming at

you with a knife you might want to
run and hide but that mistake will get
you killed for sure. Accept the fact that
you are going to get cut and ATTACK.”

In many ways today’s retailers
might feel like they are in a very sim-
ilar situation. Facing increasing
competition at every turn and what
appears to be an unstable economy,
the tendency to pull back and play it
safe may seem like the smart thing to
do, but is it?  

While this may not be the time to
take unnecessary risks it is equally as
important not to play it so safe that
you overlook what could be a great
opportunity. Now is the time to
review your business carefully, trim
your overhead cost, eliminate slow
selling inventory and stock up on
high profit items and hot movers. It
is also the time to cautiously look for
additional product lines that can
broaden your inventory base and
lengthen your selling season. With
the expansion of muzzleloading
hunting across the country muzzle-
loading rifles and accessories may
well be that opportunity.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR: John Kasun,
Business Editor for ArrowTrade, has been
a dedicated bowhunter and tournament
shooter for over 50 years. However when
his wife bought him a muzzleloader for
Christmas 30 years ago he discovered
another passion. John hunts with a muz-
zleloader as well as shooting competitive-
ly. He is shown here with an Illinois buck
he took on a muzzleloading hunt last
year. John also builds custom muzzle-
loaders for both he and his wife Sandy
who not only has harvested a number of
deer with her muzzleloader but has also
captured four Pennsylvania state
women's muzzleloading championships.
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DEALER COMMENTS
Ray Weasner, owner of Weasner

Archery, located in Bloomville, Ohio
thinks muzzleloading rifles and
accessories are a natural add-on for
any archery shop. “Bowhunters are
addicted to the challenge of bow-
hunting, getting close to their quarry
and the need to make the first shot
count,” said Weasner. “For the
bowhunter a muzzleloader is the
next logical step in their hunting
adventure and I think it’s an easy
sale. Several years ago I saw what I
thought was a potential market and I
added a line of muzzleloaders and
accessories. It was a great decision
and sales have been steady.”

“For a dealer who just wants to
give it a try and doesn’t know much
about muzzleloaders I would strong-
ly suggest the muzzleloader pack-

ages offered by many of the manu-
facturers,” suggested Weasner.
“Those packages are made up of a
rifle and all the needed accessories.
The customer only has to purchase
powder and caps, (primers), and he
is ready to go.”  An added advantage
is that the seller does not need an
FFL (Federal Firearms License) to
sell muzzleloaders. That makes it
easy for the dealer who is interested
in getting started.”

Weasner’s comments were
backed up by Jeff Scavazzo, owner of
Endless Mountains Archery located
in Birchardville, Pennsylvania.
“Pennsylvania has two muzzleload-
ing seasons,” explained Scavazzo. “A
flintlock only season that starts after
Christmas and runs thorough the
middle of January and an early sea-
son that falls in the middle of

October. In the early season hunters
can use flintlocks, percussion or in-
line’s with scopes if they so choose.
At that time of the year bowhunters
are seeing a lot of deer just out of
bow range. When the muzzleloading
season comes in they are anxious to
fill one of their tags and they stop in
the shop looking for a muzzleloader.
The best sellers for the first time
muzzleloader hunter are the ‘pack-
ages’ that include a rifle, all of the
accessories required and often an
instructional DVD. I have found
these packages to be hot sellers.
Another advantage is the fact that
there is little time involved on my
part because I don’t have to sell the
customer each accessory item.
Everything except powder and caps,
(primers), is in the package.”

MUZZLELOADING 101
As in all sports there are a num-

ber of terms that are unique to the
sport. For those of our readers that
are unfamiliar with muzzleloading
the following is an explanation of
some of the basic terms.

Short Starter or Bullet Starter:
A short “T” shaped rod that is used

to “start” a ball or bullet down the
barrel of a muzzleloader when load-
ing. Sometimes a ball grip design is
used intstead of the T style.
Ramrod: A long rod used to push

the ball or bullet down the length of
the muzzleloader barrel and seat it
on the powder.
Cap or Primer: An ignition cap is

basically the same as the primer
found in the base of a shotgun shell
that causes the powder to ignite
when the primer is struck.
Capper: A small metal or plastic

device that hold extra caps and
which is used to apply a cap to the
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When it comes to sales, muzzleloading and archery are both accessory driven sports.
The endless variety of muzzleloading accessories gives the dealer an excellent opportu-
nity for additional sales.    

While Lyman does not offer muzzleloader packages its rifles are an excellent choice for
those shops wanting to offer a wider selection to their customers. Lyman makes both
modern in-line muzzleloaders as well as rifles with more traditional styling such as this
Great Plains model which is available in both right and left hand.
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nipple of the rifle.
Nipple: A nipple shaped device on

which a cap is placed. When the trig-
ger of the rifle is pulled the hammer
or firing pin strikes the cap and the
generated fire is directed through the
nipple and onto the powder in the
barrel propelling the bullet to the
target.
Nipple Wrench: A tool used to

install and remove the nipple for
cleaning or replacement.
Breech Plug Wrench: The breech

plug wrench is a specially designed
tool to remove the breech plug from
an in-line rifle which allows for
straight through cleaning. 
Percussion Rifle: A rifle that uses a

side mounted lock, as opposed to in-
line mechanism, to ignite the charge.
Percussion rifles are also referred to
as cap locks.  
Flintlock Rifle: A rifle that uses a

piece of flint to ignite powder in a
small pan on the side of the rifle
which in-turn ignites the main pow-
der charge in the rifle barrel.
In-Line Rifle: A rifle in which the

ignition cap is mounted in-line with
the rifle barrel resulting in faster
ignition. In-line rifles are the latest
generation of muzzleloaders and
normally make up the greater por-
tion of muzzleloading sales.
Speed Loader or Rapid Loader: A

muzzleloading charge is made up of
a bullet and powder or pellets which
are loaded separately. A speed loader
contains both components in one
plastic sleeve capped off on both
ends. When a second shot is required
the sleeve is opened and the powder
or pellets plus the bullet are loaded
with one quick stroke of the short
starter speeding the loading process.

MUZZLELOADER PACKAGES
The “muzzleloading packages”

which both Weasner and Scavazzo
mentioned are offered by a number
of muzzleloader manufacturers but
are known by several different
names such as Value Pack, Redi-Pak,
Premium Pack and a variety of other
names. These packages are designed
to offer to the customer a rifle and all
the accessories required to get stared
aside from the powder and caps as
previously mentioned. The packages
contain a rifle complete with a ram-
rod and while some have open sights
others offer rifles with mounted
scopes. Depending upon the manu-
facturer the rifles come in flintlocks,
cap locks or in-lines with the in-lines
being the most popular. Also includ-
ed in most kits, depending upon the
manufacturer are some or all of the
following; cleaning patches, clean-
ing solvent, bullets, a short starter,
speed loaders, cleaning jags, capper,
instruction booklet and video or
DVD. While prices varied widely
according to the manufacturer sev-
eral packages were available in the
$200 to $400 suggested retail price
range making them both affordable
and attractive. Other packages were
higher in price depending on the
quality and content of the package. 

MANUFACTURERS
CONNECTICUT VALLEY ARMS

(CVA): “With just 4 feet of wall space
an archery dealer can quickly be in
the muzzleloader business,” said
Dave Meredith, PR and Customer
Service manager for CVA. “CVA’s
Shooter Value Packs are no mess and
no fuss. The Value Pack is designed
to be both customer and dealer
friendly. As far as the customer is
concerned everything they need
with the exception of powder and
caps is in one neat package. For the
dealer the Value Pack makes a quick
easy sale with no paperwork
required. The clam shell packaging
takes up a minimum amount of
space while clearly displaying all the
enclosed products. As an aid for the
new shooter the package comes with
an instructional book and DVD.
Packages are also backed with a lim-
ited lifetime warranty.”

“Although we do not advertise
the Value Packs as being sighted in
they are really pretty close right out
of the box,” explained Meredith. “If
the shooter starts out at 25 yards he
is sure to be on the target and the
chances are good he will be fairly
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This Value Pack by CVA con-
tains all the equipment need-
ed, with the exception of pow-
der and primers, to head
directly to the range. The
package is attractive and
clearly shows the rifle and all
included accessories. CVA’s
Value Pak’s can be had with
either open sights or a 3x9
Bushnell scope.

This 5-in-1Rotoload Tool by
PowerBelt is five key muzzle-
loading tools in one. The
Rotoload holds three mag-
num loads of powder
and projectile while
storing a supply of
209 primers in a
separate compart-
ment. It is also a
short starter, palm
saver and de-capper all
in one compact tool that can
be carried on a lanyard around
the shooter’s neck or on his belt. Items
like the Rotoload Tool give the customer another
accessory option and the dealer a chance for another sale.
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close to the center. As a general rule
with 100 grains of Pyrodex  and a 295
grain ball, which is recommended
for whitetail, we like to see the bullet
hit 1-½ inches high at 25 yards. That
will put the point of impact 2 inches
high at 50 yards and dead-on at 100
yards. With that set-up you are good
to go for whitetail.”

“While I repeat, we do not adver-
tise that the rifles are sighted in we
have had some amusing calls on that
subject,” Meredith laughed. “One
day I had a hunter call and say, ‘I
bought my new Value Pack on Friday
night and shot a buck with it the first
thing Saturday morning. Thanks for
sighting it in!’  I didn’t have the heart
to tell him that we don’t sight them
in.”

For those dealers that may not
be familiar with muzzleloaders or for
those wishing to train their employ-
ees CVA has a great program on their
web site, called Black Powder 101.
The program is broken down into 10
easy lessons that vary in length from
about two to just over 12 minutes.
Each lesson builds on the previous
lessons and they can be viewed indi-
vidually. They are well done, very
informative and a great learning and
sales training tool. A Black Powder
101 DVD is also available by calling
CVA directly.

CVA offers six different in-line
Value Packs all in 50 caliber. The

Value Packs can come with either the
Optima rifle which has a 26 inch bar-
rel or the Wolf which features a 24
inch barrel. The third Value Pack
contains a Buckhorn rifle for the
states that require an exposed
breech. All Packs are offered with
either a 3X9 Bushnell scope or open
fiber optic sights. Included in all
Value Packs are the shooting and
cleaning accessories needed to get
started with the exception of powder
and caps. For complete information
call CVA at (770) 449-4687.

TRADITIONS: Traditions offers a
complete line of muzzleloaders
including hammer, break-open and
bolt action in-lines as well as flint-
locks and percussion rifles. Its versa-
tility is reflected in its Redi-Pak’s
which are offered with a variety of

rifles. Traditions Redi-Paks come in
an attractive eye-catching clam-
shell display ready to hang. The
Redi-Pak offers the customer a
great way to get started in the sport
of muzzleloading. The Paks contain
all of the essentials for shooting,
loading and cleaning allowing the
customer to get into the field quick-
ly. An instructional video is includ-
ed to demonstrate all the aspects of
the muzzleloader and how to use it
safely. Also included is a printed
owners manual for those customers
who like to have a quick ready ref-
erence on hand. All Redi-Pak’s are
backed with Traditions lifetime
warranty.

All in-line Redi-Paks come in 50
caliber with synthetic stocks and
depending upon the model selected
come in either 24 or 26 inch barrel

Circle 277 on Response Card

Tyler Corrigan of
Long’s Outpost
located in
Martinsburg,
Pennsylvania is
shown holding
two of the Redi-
Pak’s offered by
Traditions. These
muzzleloading
packages are hot
sellers and com-
plement both
Longs’ complete
archery and gun
departments.
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lengths. Kits with open sights feature
fiber optics by TruGlo and the
scoped Paks include a 4x32 fixed
scope. The Flintlock Redi-Pak comes
only with open sights as most cus-
tomers choosing a flintlock are more
traditionally minded.

Traditions also offers a black
powder revolver Redi-Pak which is
ideally suited for the customer who
may want to add a fun twist to his
pistol target shooting.

Traditions goes one step further
in that it also offers separate shoot-
ing and cleaning kits. These kits are
attractively packed and include
everything needed for shooting and
cleaning. They are ideally suited as
an add-on sale for the dealer that
may offer individual muzzleloaders
in their shop or the customer who
already owns a muzzleloader and
needs to refill his cleaning and
shooting supplies.

For complete information on the
muzzleloading products offered by
Traditions call (860) 388-4656.

THOMPSON/CENTER ARMS:
“Black powder sales and muzzle-
loading hunting is a growing niche in
the outdoor market,” said Tom Kelly,
Vice President of Manufacturing and
Sales for Thompson/Center Arms,
also known as T/C. “Over the past
several years most states have added
additional hunting opportunities in
the form of expanded or new sea-
sons for muzzleloaders which has
piqued the hunters interest. I think
this is especially true for the
bowhunter who is accustomed to
using a one shot close range
weapon.” 

Thompson/Center Arms is well
known as the manufacturer of quali-
ty muzzleloaders at an affordable
price. One of T/C’s most popular

models is its Omega muzzleloader
which features a sealed breech pro-
viding 100 percent protection
against rain, snow and sleet. The
Omega’s unique action operates by
using the forward motion of the trig-
ger guard lever to pivot the breech
block down for installation of the
primer as well as allowing easy
access to the breech plug for quick
and easy cleaning. While 100 grains
of powder or Pyrodex is adequate for
whitetail the Omega can handle up
to 150 grains in its 28 inch barrel
which produces higher velocities
translating into flatter trajectories
and increased down range energy at
longer ranges or when hunting larg-
er game. 

The Omega Z5 Premium Pack
combines the Omega rifle with

cleaning supplies, lubricants, short
starter, breech plug wrench, flex
loader and 10 Shockwave bullets
plus complete instructions. While
the base Omega is outfitted with
open sights the rifle will accept a
scope rail and scope of the users’
choice. For complete information on
T/C’s complete line-up of muzzle-
loaders and black powder acces-
sories call (603) 332-2333.

KNIGHT: Knight Rifles, the man-
ufacturer of quality muzzleloaders
and a leader in the industry when it
came to the development of the in-
line muzzleloader offers its
Wolverine 209 rifle in a handy value
pack. The Wolverine is a short
rugged rifle designed for hunting in
tight brushy areas. This short but
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The Wolverine 209 Value
Pack by Knight has a 22
inch Green Mountain Rifle
Barrel with a black com-
posite stock and blued
barrel. The Wolverine fea-
tures a 12-1/2 inch trigger
pull length which is con-
sidered a youth model but
is well suited for any per-
son of smaller stature.

Like the bow a muzzleloader is suitable for all ages and both sexes. Many women find
the muzzleloader less intimidating than a conventional high powered rifle and have
joined the growing ranks of muzzleloading hunters.
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nimble youth muzzleloader features
a 22 inch Green Mountain rifle barrel
with a black composite stock and
blued barrel. The Wolverine 209 fea-
tures Knight’s Full Plastic Jacket
technology designed to perform in
the nastiest of weather. It gets its 209
designation from the use of the 209
primer which offers the hunter one
of the most reliable ignition systems
available to the muzzleloader hunter
today. The Wolverine 209 uses a sim-
ple cocking mechanism to provide
easy performance for experienced
and novice hunters alike. 

The Wolverine has a 12-1/2 inch
trigger pull length which Knight
aimed at the youth market, however
this rifle makes an excellent choice
for any hunters of smaller stature and
even some hunters with a medium
build when you take into considera-
tion the heavier clothing worn during
the cold weather normally associated

with muzzleloading seasons. For
complete information on Knight’s
line of muzzleloading rifles call (479)
782-8971.

LYMAN: Although Lyman does
not offer a “muzzleloader package” it
is mentioned here because it offers a
fine line of traditionally styled side
hammer percussion as well as flint-
lock muzzleloaders in addition to its
break-open modern in-lines. Lyman
is a name to consider for the dealer
who wishes to go beyond “packages”
and add stand alone muzzleloaders
to his inventory. Lyman delivers a
unique combination of modern per-
formance with traditional styling for
the hunter who desires to make
some connection with the muzzle-
loaders history.

ADD-ON ACCESSORIES
I have never gone into an

archery shop that sold

only bows. No arrows, no sights, no
quivers, no rests, only bows. While
the bow is the attraction the bulk of
the money made is really generated
by the sale of associated accessories.
Muzzleloading offers the retailer the
same opportunities. 

Even though the muzzleloading
packages mentioned offer the
hunter all he needs to get started,
with the exception of powder and
caps, that is not all the hunter will
buy if offered some additional choic-
es. Adding muzzleloaders to your
shop opens up an entire new line of
potential add-on accessory sales as
well.

QUAKE INDUSTRIES: Quake
Industries offers some excellent
accessories that make easy add-on
sales for the muzzleloader dealer.
Quake offers a line of heavy duty
slings, called The Claw that are
designed for all grip and no slip
when carrying a firearm. These
slings are not only suited for rifles
but for muzzleloaders as well. Quake

Circle 207 on Response Card

ABOVE: For the dealer
wanting to learn more
about muzzleloading or
who wants to offer learning
resources to their cus-
tomers a selection of DVD’s
and books such as this one
by Lyman are available.

LEFT: While muzzleloader
packages are very popular
among first time buyers
more experienced buyers
prefer to select a rifle and
buy the required acces-
sories separately. As a shop
expands its muzzleloading
inventory beyond packages
the addition of individual
rifles and accessories is the
next logical step.
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also offers a unique
SpeedClip that can be
easily attached to The
Claw sling. The
SpeedClip then car-
ries three individual
charges of Pyrodex
pellets and projectiles
plus caps allowing the
m u z z l e l o a d i n g
hunter to reload
quickly without him
or her searching for all the individual
components.

These slings can also be used for
crossbows making this single item
suitable for a variety of customers. A
special model is available for carry-
ing bows and the Claw also comes as
a pair of straps which attach quickly
to a treestand making the heaviest
stand a lot easier to carry. 

The Claw SlingStix Sling offers a
sling with a pair of light-weight
shooting sticks built-in. The sticks
deploy in seconds and can be used
while sitting, standing or prone and
can even be used from a treestand
without an adapter. The Claw
SlingStix is a single item that could
be sold to a wide variety of cus-
tomers as it can be used on rifles,
shotguns, muzzleloaders and cross-
bows making it a great add-on acces-
sory sale. Learn more about Quake
Industries by calling (770) 449-4687.

POWERBELT BULLETS: Power-
Belt Bullets are an advanced muzzle-
loading projectile that maintains the
benefits of saboted bullets without
some of the disadvantages. The
PowerBelt Bullets feature a snap-on
base that creates a perfect gas seal
providing consistent pressure and
maximum accuracy. However unlike
sabots which fit over the bullet

diameter the PowerBelt is a full sized
caliber delivering more weight and
more knock down power while
reducing barrel wipe down between
shots normally required with sabots.
PowerBelts Bullets are available in
pure lead, copper clad and a plat-
inum series giving the shooter a wide
variety of choices to suit all of his
hunting needs.

PowerBelt Bullets allows the
muzzleloader hunter to step up to a
premium bullet if desired and gives
the dealer an excellent opportunity
for an add-on sale. For information
on PowerBelt’s complete line of
muzzleloading bullets call (800) 376-
4010.

MAKE YOUR OWN PACKAGES
While we have focused on muz-

zleloading manufacturers that pro-
vide basic packages this is some-
thing that a dealer with a little expe-
rience can also do for themselves.
Just about every dealer at one time
or another has made up bow pack-
ages based on promotional buys or
from slow moving merchandise. The
same logic can apply to a muzzle-
loader. A basic idea might be to
select a rifle, assorted cleaning and
shooting supplies and toss in an
inexpensive gun case. Packages
could be totally customized by using

accessory packages available from
many of the muzzleloading manu-
facturers and combined with various
rifles to hit desired price points. The
possibilities are limited only by the
dealers’ imagination.

REGULATIONS
While in many cases we use the

words black powder and muzzle-
loading interchangeably some clari-
fication is required. In order to sell
black powder, which is considered
an explosive, a Federal Firearms

License is required.
However black powder
substitutes are very

TruGlo is a major supplier of firearms sights as well as bow sights. These aftermarket muzzleloader sights
from the Texas firm are powered by ambient light or, in the case of the TFO model at center left, by the
energy from a hidden tritium-filled capsule. Dealers can reach TruGlo toll-free at (888) 887-8456.

The variety of muzzleloading projectiles
offered by PowerBelt allows the muzzle-
loader hunter to match his projectile to
the game being hunted. Keeping items like
this on hand is a sure fire way to keep the
customer coming back to try something
different.

Quake Industries offers a unique combination with its SpeedClip and Claw con-
toured sling. The SpeedClip can be attached to The Claw sling positioning three
extra loads right at the hunter’s fingertips. The SpeedClip works with either 45 or 50
caliber Pyrodex pellet loads and projectiles. The clip also holds 209 primers securely
in place to ensure quick reloading and priming under hunting conditions. These
items are a natural add-on sale for anyone buying a muzzleloader.
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popular such as Pyrodex, Triple
Seven, American Pioneer Powder
and Goex Pinnacle, all of which are
classified as a propellant and do not
require a license. Neither is a license
required to sell the primers used to
ignite the charge in a muzzleloader.
As regulations are always changing it
is suggested that you check with the
appropriate agency. 

Some dealers may choose to
simply sell the muzzleloader and
accessories and let the customers
buy the propellant and primers else-
where while others may want to offer
a complete package. The choice is
yours and either will work.

SUMMARY
Hunting with a muzzleloader is

gaining in popularity across the
country as hunting opportunities
increase. While bowhunters easily
embrace hunting with a muzzle-
loader many dealers have a more dif-
ficult time making the transition.
Often it is for lack of knowledge or
personal experience while others do
not want to attempt to sell against
what they see as a highly competitive
market.

Based on a lifelong personal

experience with both weapons I can
assure you that archery is much
more technical and has many more
variables than a muzzleloader.
Information is readily available and
manufacturers will work with any
interested dealer to quickly bring
them up to speed if they lack the
basic understanding.

In regards to competition
remember that archers prefer to buy
their equipment from a pro shop
because of their expertise and
knowledge. The same skills and sell-
ing techniques that dealers have
found successful with archery
equipment also apply to muzzle-
loaders. 

The face of business is in a con-
stant state of change and to be suc-
cessful it is important to be both cre-
ative and innovative. In retail you
can move forward or slide back-
wards but you can’t stand still. The
choice is yours and adding muzzle-
loaders to your inventory might just
be the answer to moving ahead.

Circle 244 on Response Card

Accessory packages such as the one
shown here from CVA can be sold sepa-
rately for the hunter who already owns a
muzzleloader but needs to refresh his
shooting and cleaning supplies. They can
also be used by dealers who choose to
make up their own muzzleloading pack-
ages. By selecting different rifles and
accessory packages the dealer can make
packages that target specific price points.

This muzzle-
loader hunter is
spending some
time at the
range before
season working
up a load for his
muzzleloader
which is similar
to tuning up
your bow. Note
that eye and
hearing protec-
tion are common
sense items
when firing a
muzzleloader.

Speed loaders like these by T/C
Arms are a must-have accessory that
allow you to carry a load consisting
of propellant and bullet in conve-
nient tubes for a quick reload in the
field. BELOW: This muzzleloading
sling by Thompson /Center serves
double duty as it also carries two
speed loaders.
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