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Treestands are big business and
for good reason. Across the
country each hunting season,

hundreds of thousands of deer are
killed by millions of bowhunters and
it’s no stretch to say most of these deer
are taken by archers hunting from
trees. Treestands come in all configu-
rations and designs and it’s likely
most hunters own more than one
because there is a treestand designed
to fit just about any hunting situation.
This wasn’t always the case. 

I began bowhunting almost 50
years ago and in my early years hunt-
ed from the ground. It wasn’t until I
had my first encounter with a buck
did I realize I had to have more of an
advantage if I was going to be suc-
cessful as an archery hunter. I hunted
on the perimeter of a small swamp
and deer trails were numerous. It
soon became clear, if I was going to
get a shot at any of the deer I knew
called the swamp home, I had to
avoid their sense of smell. 

Ultimately, I began climbing trees
and once aloft, I often perched with
one foot on each of two tree limbs. By
leaning against the tree trunk I had a
tolerable roost and while it was not
exactly comfortable, it served the pur-
pose. I was in my early twenties and
my desire to kill a buck superseded
my common sense because I never
once considered the possibility of a
fall. 

I hunted this way for several sea-
sons until finally I got a shot at a beau-
tiful eight point but, because I had to

stand precariously on two tree limbs
to shoot, I was off balance and
missed. To say I was disappointed
would be an understatement and I
was determined to find a better way
to stay in a tree. Fortunately, help was
at hand. Sometime in the 1970’s, a
treestand came on the market called
the “Profanity” Treestand and I may
have been the first one in our area to
buy one. I used the Profanity stand for
several seasons until it was re-named
the Baker Climbing Treestand.

Old timers like myself will
remember the Baker or, as my friends
and I called it, “The Widow Maker.”  To
climb a tree you inserted you boots
into a bungee cord at the back of the
stand, and grabbed a good hold of the
tree. To climb, a hunter had to hug the
tree and shinny up the trunk with the
stand attached to his feet. Needless to
say, climbing a tree in this manner
was an adventure in itself since it
required a person to be in fairly good
physical condition and quite athletic. 

Personally, I never liked the idea
of climbing a tree by hugging it like an
infrequently seen girl friend and ulti-
mately, I began using the stand in a
different way. My idea was to first
climb the tree then raise the stand by
using a pull rope. After I was in the
tree at the level I wanted to be, I sim-
ply brought the stands up by a pull
cord. Once aloft, I wrapped the
beveled metal bracket around the tree
and secured it with a bungee cord. For
the most part, I used the Baker not as
a climbing stand but as a fixed posi-
tion stand. As primitive as this
arrangement was, it was far more
comfortable and far safer than stand-
ing on two tree limbs.

Today, I have a number of mod-
ern, safe, quiet, and comfortable
climbing treestands and I still use
them. Recently however, I’ve begun
using fixed position stands more fre-
quently for a number of reasons.
Fixed position stands are lighter in
weight than climbing stands and I
find them to be much easier for this
aging body to carry to a hunting site.
Secondly, the availability of climbing
aids such as Summit’s Bucksteps,
Lone Wolf’s versatile Climbing Sticks,
Big Game’s Quik Sticks, Gorilla’s
Climbing Sticks, and numerous other

climbing devices offered by other
manufacturers, make climbing trees a
lot easier and much safer. In addition,
a hang-on treestand can be used in
just about any tree while a hunter
using a climbing stand is limited to
relatively straight limb-less tree
trunks.

Today, most treestands come
with an integral seat and full body
safety harness. The tree seat provides
comfort and wearing a safety harness
is just a good practice regardless of
what kind of stand a hunter uses. For
hunters not already owning a fall

130

The Lone Wolf Hang-On Elite is
designed for those hunters whose
wish list begins and ends with the
word comfort. The Elite features a
large one-piece cast aluminum plat-
form and an equally impressive over-
sized cast seat with a contoured
foam seat cushion. The Elite’s light-
weight design folds down to a super
slim profile for easy backpacking
and when it’s teamed up with a set of
Lone Wolf climbing sticks this stand
can go anywhere. The oversized 36 x
24 inch cast aluminum platform fea-
tures a distinctive 3-D camo design
and a bow holder molded directly
into the platform. Despite its large
size, the Elite weighs only 21 pounds
yet supports a weigh of 350 pounds.
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restraint system there are after-mar-
ket safety vests that will prevent seri-
ous injury in case of a fall. The Fall
Guy Safety Harness and its accessory,
the Retractor System produced by
Integrated Safety Systems in
Rochester, Michigan are well adver-
tised and a name known by many. A
safety harness display near a dealer’s
treestand display makes sense not
only for the potential of an additional
sale but to make sure customers
come back into the shop unhurt after
the season ends. 

The Retractor System works like

the retractor of a car’s seat belt and
ensures a hunter will always be pro-
tected while climbing or descending a
tree. Dealers will do themselves and
their customers a favor by pointing
out the advantages of using a fall
restraint system of this type because
this is a product that does exactly
what it is supposed to do. Contact:
Integrated Safety, PO Box 70266, 752
Lion Street, Rochester MI 48307
Phone: (248) 852-3579.

All fixed position treestands
attach to a tree using either a chain or
more commonly, nylon webbing and

a cam-buckle. The nylon webbing is
tough and quiet but some hunters like
the added security offered by a squir-
rel-proof chain. Most platforms on
fixed position stands offer a hunter
enough room to stand or sit fairly
comfortably, but for hunters wishing
additional room, most manufacturers
offer several models in a variety of
sizes. Keep in mind, the size of the
platform affects the weight of the
stand and this can be a big considera-
tion for those hunters who may have
to lug their gear a long way. Most
stands come with straps for back-
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packing the stand to the hunting site
while some are designed so that the
climbing devices nestle together for
ease of carrying.

Summit 
Summit Treestands LLC has been

in business for more than 25 years
and had its inception when engineer
John Woller Sr. incorporated his skills
in engineering design and structural
know-how into building a strong,
comfortable, and stable line of tree-
stands. Summit treestands are care-
fully engineered to be among the
most silent, secure, and comfortable
deer stands on the market. All of
Summit’s treestands are designed and
built to last and Summit backs that
claim by providing a five-year guaran-
tee with every stand they sell. 

Summit’s Copperhead Compact
hang-on stand incorporates a unique
system for hanging the stand in a tree.
Instead of a chain, the Copperhead
Compact uses a quiet strap that
attaches to a receiver bracket on the
stand. By buying additional receiver

brackets, a hunter can hang straps all
over the woods and hunt multiple
locations using just one treestand.
This stand will let a hunter hunt sev-
eral locations for minimal cash. 

The Copperhead Compact offers
a 4 x 18 x 12 inch tapered seat that
won’t bite into a hunter’s legs and
folds completely out of the way to give
a hunter more maneuverability when
he needs it. The super-tough strap
with its uncomplicated adjustment
system installs in seconds and adjusts
for leaning trees. At 12 pounds, the all
aluminum Copperhead Compact is a
breeze to pack, and this year, it folds
flat to make carrying it even easier by
using the included backpack straps. 

When Summit designed a new
hang-on stand with an enormous
24 x 30 inch platform it needed a
name that would describe it. The
only suggestion that made sense
was Deer Deck. This stable steel
platform uses Summit’s new hang-
ing system, which attaches to a two
post steel backbone with two high
strength ratchet straps. The thick,

padded 18 x 12 inch seat is extreme-
ly comfortable and pushes effort-
lessly out of the way when a hunter
wants or needs to stand. The plat-
form of the Deer Deck can be
adjusted to fit any tree, even leaning
ones. The all steel Deer Deck weighs
18 pounds and, as with all Summit
treestands it comes with a four-
point safety harness and a five-year
warrantee. Contact: Summit
Treestands LLC, 715 Summit Drive,
Decatur, Al Phone (256)353-0634
www.summitstands.com

With the 20 foot FallGuy Retractor
mounted to the tree, hunters connect
while firmly on the ground and are fully
protected while climbing up the tree, dur-
ing the hunt, and again while climbing
down. Because the FallGuy Retractor
works like a car’s seat belt, the hunter
always has his hands free to help him
climb. The strong nylon webbing pays out
or retracts as needed so there is never any
slack in the system. When not in use, the
nylon webbing retracts into the sturdy
plastic housing protecting it from the
weather or the teeth of small animals.
Hunters can leave a lightweight haul rope
on the end so they can pull it down again.

132

The climbing vest manufactured by Hunter Safety Systems provides hunters with a
safe, secure means for climbing trees using tree steps, ladders, or just about any type of
climbing device. The vest buckles securely around the chest while two automotive type
seat buckles quickly snap together to secure the leg straps. This means a hunter can
quickly get into his safety vest and head to his tree stand without having to spend time
untangling straps. Because of its simplicity it is more likely the hunter will use this sys-
tem since there are almost never any buckle tangles to deal with.
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Ol’ Man
The Roost, with its spacious 24 x

32 x 6 inch platform, is based on the
time-tested design of Ol Man’s origi-
nal fixed-position treestand.
Bowhunters in particular will appreci-
ate how quickly the Roost sets up
using the chain attachment.
Backpack straps are included making
it easy for a
hunter to carry
the 22-1/2 pound
stand and other
equipment into
the woods with-
out making two
trips. All 2008
models of the
Roost come with
armrests while
the patented
C o m f o r T e c h
Seating System
cradles the
hunter in com-
fort. 

When a
hunter is ready to
shoot, the seat of
the Roost slides
out of the way
providing more
room to stand
and draw the

bow. The Roost safely supports a
weight of 250 pounds while the
Autumn Green color blends into
woodland surroundings and offers
additional concealment from game.
Even though the Ol’ Man Roost
attaches to the tree with a secure
chain, the company has included a
new ratchet strap for added security.

Every Ol’Man Treestand comes with
an instruction manual, a full-body
harness, and a copy of the TMA
approved DVD, “Safe Treestand
Hunting Strategies.” 

In 2008, Ol’ Man Treestands intro-
duced the Swing, Lock, and Load, a
hang-on treestand with a patented
ComforTech seating system that
makes staying on watch all day easy
to take. A hunter can sit for hours in
comfort and when he’s ready to shoot,
the 12 x 21 inch seat slides out of the
way allowing him to stand and draw
the bow. The 20 x 27 inch platform
supports up to 300 pounds and offers
enough room for a hunter to turn or
move to take those difficult shots. The
Swing, Lock, and Load weighs only 17
pounds and attaches to trees using a
convenient chain attachment. As with
all Ol’ Man Treestands a full body
safety harness is included with every
stand. A toll free phone number is
also included in case the user has
additional questions. Contact: Ol’
Man Treestands, P.O. Box 1078, Pace,
Florida, Phone: (888) 656-2606
www.olmanoutdoors.com 

Lone Wolf
According to Mike Walston, Chief

Operating Officer at Lone Wolf
Portable Treestands, there appears to
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Summit’s Deer Deck fea-
tures two-post steel
tubes that form the back-
bone of the stand giving
it unprecedented
strength. Three adjust-
ments allow a hunter to
level the stand regardless
of what kind of tree he
selects, so positioning the
stand is easy. The huge
steel platform of the Deer
Deck allows  a hunter to
move around and
maneuver for the perfect
shot and the large, thick,
padded seat pushes out
of the way for additional
shooting room while
adding comfort. Hunters
will appreciate the two
high-strength ratchet
straps that allow for
quick attachment to just
about any tree.

Circle 210 on Response Card
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be a growing trend among hunters for
using hang-on treestands. Walston
told ArrowTrade the sale of Lone
Wolf’s hang-on stands exceeds its
sales of climbing stands by a two or
three to one margin. Walston said the
company’s Alpha Hang On is their
biggest seller. Like the earliest models,
it uses a base made of cast aluminum
and will never squeak, ping or make
any other noises.

Experienced hunters know the
placement of their stand can mean
the difference between meat in the
freezer and an unfilled tag. To take
advantage of any situation, a hunter
needs to be able to hang his stand in
any available tree. The self-leveling
seat and platform on the Lone Wolf
Alpha Hang On Stand will allow the
stand to conform to any tree even if

it isn’t that straight.
The Alpha Hang On weighs only

12-1/2 pounds but has a huge, 30 x
19-1/2 inch one-piece platform cast
in a distinctive 3-D camouflage
design. The utility hooks are cast
directly into the seat. A “one-size fits
most” bow holder is cast directly into
the platform making bow access con-
venient and quick. The stand goes up
quickly using a patented offset
Bracket Fastening System for greater
stability. The seat is a comfortable 12 x
14 inches and the base to seat height
is 21 inches. The Alpha Hang On
Stand fits trees 4 to 22 inches in diam-
eter and has a weight rating of 350
pounds. Hunters will appreciate the
brush pockets that are molded direct-
ly into the platform and the fact that
the platform and seat are self-level-
ing. A Fall Arrest System is included.

For the hunter who believes less
is more, Lone Wolf offers the Assault, a
small, teardrop shaped platform that

will fit into the tightest cover. The
Assault can be carried far into the
brush without fatigue because it
weighs just 10 pounds. The Assault
has a roomy 27-1/2 x 19-1/2 inch one-
piece cast aluminum platform with a
distinctive 3-D camouflage design. A
bow holder is incorporated into the
platform and platform and seat are
self-leveling. An EZ Hang Hook
System is included as is a TMA certi-
fied Fall Arrest System.

The Elite is the roomiest offering
in the Lone Wolf line of hang-on
stands. The oversized 34 x 24 inch
one-piece cast aluminum platform of
the Elite is designed to be comfort-
able as well as functional. An equally
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The Roost by Ol’ Man (at left) is based on
the time-tested design of the company’s
original fixed-position tree stand. A
ComforTech Seating System cradles the
hunter in comfort making it easy for him
to stay in the tree all day if he wishes. The
seat flips up out of the way while the large
24 x 32 x 6 inch (at rear)  platform gives
plenty of room to maneuver. For hunters
wishing to sit in added comfort, an
Armrest Kit with foam pads and a camo
cover is offered as an optional accessory.
Below you can see the secure cam-buckle
fastening system.

The exclusive design of the Swing, Lock,
and Load Combo Stand by Ol’ Man (at left)
combines a unique mounting system with
a high degree of safety in a lock-on stand.
This stand weighs 17 pounds and has a
chain binder arm, carrying sling, and car-
rying harness to make transporting and
set-up easy. A non-slip wire mesh platform
allows dirt, snow and woodland debris to
fall through and not accumulate beneath
a hunter’s feet. The Swing, Lock, and Load
Combo Stand folds flat for easy backpack-
ing while four, 4 foot sections elevates the
platform 16 feet off the ground. To use the
stand, a hunter simply places the stand on
the swing arm, swings it around to the
tree and locks it in place. The climbing lad-
der weighs an additional 17 pounds.

The roomy Lone Wolf Elite measures 34
by 24 inches on the quiet, cast aluminum
platform. (also see opening page photo.)

BULL-PACS
PREMIUM PACK FRAMES

DESIGNED AND MANUFACTURED
BY IDAHO ELK HUNTERS

Built solid and quiet for 
serious hunters who 

depend on their pack frames

www.bullpacs.com

208-798-3299
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impressive oversized cast seat comes
as a standard feature with this stand
and includes a contoured foam 12 x
17 inch seat cushion. The Elite’s
design not only reduces overall
weight but folds down to a super slim
profile for easy backpacking. 

The Elite, like other Lone Wolf
hang-on stands, is cast with a distinc-
tive 3-D cast aluminum platform with
built-in bow holder, an off-set bracket
with a two strap fastening system, EZ
Hang Hook System, and backpack
straps to make transporting it simple.
The Elite has a 350 pound weight limit
and is versatile enough to fit most
trees 4 to 22 inches in diameter. As
with all other Lone Wolf treestands, a
TMA certified Fall Arrest System is
included.

Hunters looking for the ultimate
lightweight and stealthy treestand will
find Lone Wolf’s Assassin to be just
the ticket. The Assassin is small
enough to fit in a piece of carry on
luggage and light enough to carry for

miles. It is built to go anywhere and
when it is used in conjunction with
the Lone Wolf Sniper Tree Sling, it is
the perfect choice for hunters who
hunt far off the beaten path. The
Assassin gives hunters the versatility
to hunt where they need to be and not
where conventional stands allow
them to hunt. The Assassin has an 18
x 14 inch cast aluminum platform
with the distinctive Lone Wolf camo
design. It fits trees 4 to 22 inches in
diameter and weighs less than 6
pounds. Hunters will appreciate the
platform leveling system and the fact
it will support a weight of 250 pounds.
Contact: Lone Wolf Portable
Treestands, P.O. Box 62, Edwards, IL
61528 Phone: (309) 691-9653 www:
lonewolfstands.com

Big Game Treestands
Big Game Treestands is known for

manufacturing a variety of hunting
items including several models of
hang-on treestands. Hunters looking
for a fixed position stand in the Big
Game lineup have a choice between
the BossXL and the Boss. Both stands
offer a black powder coat finish to
ensure years of protection from the
elements along with a steel platform
and a 18 x 12 inch flip-up seat fitted
with a 2 inch thick removable seat
cushion. For added comfort, the
BossXL features a built in footrest that
will be appreciated by those who
spend long hours in their stand.
Hunters will also like the idea that
when the seat is flipped up and out of
the way, they have the full use of the
platform to position themselves for
the shot. The platform of the BossXL
is a roomy 25 inches wide and 34
inches deep and supports a total
weight of 300 pounds. The stand’s car-
rying weight is just 20 pounds. 

The Big Game Boss is a slightly
smaller and lighter stand than the
BossXL but hunters will still like the
generous 25 x 25 inch platform with a
built-in 14 x 9 inch flip-up seat. The
Boss weighs 17 pounds and does not
have a built-in footrest. Like the
BossXL, it supports a weight of 300
pounds and attaches to trees 9 inches
in diameter or larger with a 2 inch
nylon web-strap with a slide buckle
and cam-lock action. Both models
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Some hunters subscribe to the philosophy
that less is more and the smaller, tear drop
design of the Lone Wolf Assault’s platform
is sure to appeal to this group. The Assault
is designed to fit into the tightest spots a
hunter can find and, at 10 pounds, a
hunter is liable to forget he has it on his
back. Despite its small size, the Assault
offers a 27-1/2 x 19-1/2 inch one-piece cast
aluminum platform that has a bow holder
molded directly into the platform. The
Assault will support a weight of 350
pounds and can be set up in trees ranging
from 4 to 22 inches in diameter. Backpack
straps are included but padded straps are
offered as an option.

FallGuy Vest & 20 Foot Retractor with
the features serious hunters demand

• Intelligent Tether allows for

movement

when making the shot

• Lightest vest on the

market

• Safe all the way up

& all the way down

• Fast tangle-free

design

• Vest snaps free

for washing

Integrated Safety

866-477-6723      www.fallguysafety.com

™

Circle 254 on Response Card

Jan09AT130-143.qxp  12/9/2008  6:25 PM  Page 135



come with a TMA approved Full Body
Harness. Contact: Big Game
Treestands, 1820 North Redding Ave,
Windom, MN 56101 Phone: (800)
507-831-1078 www.biggameusa.com

Big Dog Treestands
Doug Smith, President of Big Dog

Treestands Inc. told Arrow Trade that
since the company’s beginning, Big
Dog Treestands has strived to pro-
duce and provide the hunter with the
safest, highest quality, most user-
friendly treestands, ladder stands,
climbing sticks and hunting acces-
sories available in today’s market.
Smith said his company’s goal is to
deliver their products on time and at
the best price possible. Big Dog offers
a number of fixed position stands that
will meet the needs of just about any

hunter.
The BDF-100 Beagle is the small-

est fixed position stand and its round-
ed non-skid metal platform is
designed for both easy entry and safe-
ty. The stand comes with a 20-1/2
inch seat with a removable cushion
and two looped ratchet straps that
securely hold the stand to the tree.
The Beagle weighs only 13-1/2
pounds but supports a weight of 300
pounds.

The BDF-200 Bull Dog offers a
large, rounded, 23-1/2 x 29 inch Easy
Access platform with a 14 x 10 inch
flip-up seat. The seat is 21 inches high
and offers a removable seat cushion.
The stand attaches using two looped

ratchet straps and has a quiet, non-
slip metal mesh platform. The Bull
Dog weighs just 15.9 pounds and sup-
ports a weight of 300 pounds.

The third model in the Big Dog
line is the BDF-300 Big Dog treestand
that offers a large, rounded, 23-1/2 x
29 inch Easy Access Platform, a 17 x 10
inch flip-up seat with a removable
seat cushion, and back rest. The seat
is adjustable up to 21 inches in height
and the non-slip raised steel mesh of
the platform adds an additional ele-
ment of safety. Added comfort is
offered by the padded armrests.The
stand weighs 22.3 pounds and sup-
ports a weight of 300 pounds. The
BDF-300 accepts the optional acces-
sories of a roof kit to protect a hunter
from rain and snow and the
Blind/Skirt to allow the stand and the
hunter to be concealed from the eyes
of game animals. The shooting rail
offers added security for the bow
hunter and is ready to steady a gun
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The Big Game Boss Hang-On Stand fea-
tures steel construction and a black pow-
der coat finish to protect the steel from
the weather. Weighing only 17 pounds, the
Boss features an open mesh 25 x 25 inch
platform making it lightweight yet roomy.
A wide, 14 x 9 inch seat provides comfort
and flips up (see below) to permit full use
of the platform. A 2-inch nylon strap with
a slide buckle and cam-lock action makes
it easy for a hunter to securely attach this
stand to the tree.

The BDF-100 Beagle is the smallest fixed
position stand offered by Big Dog and the
rounded non-skid metal platform is
designed for both easy entry and safety.
The stand comes with a 20-1/2 inch seat
with a removable cushion and two looped
ratchet straps to securely hold the stand
to the tree. The BDF-100 Beagle weighs
only 13-1/2 pounds but supports a weight
of 300 pounds.
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during the firearms season.
With its 30 inch diameter Easy

Access non-slip steel mesh platform
the BDF-500 offers hunters a great
deal of room and comfort for those
long days on watch. The BDF-500
comes with a large 14 x 10 inch flip-up
removable seat 23-1/2 inches in
height, and an extra thick removable
cushion for added comfort. This
stand attaches to the tree with two
looped ratchet straps while an includ-

ed saddle bag keeps hunting acces-
sories at the hunter’s finger tips.
Backpack straps are included. The
stand weighs 25.7 pounds and has a
load limit of 300 pounds. An optional
roof kit is available to allow a hunter
to take just about anything nature
offers.

The BDF-301 and the BDF-501
offer shooting rails for those hunters
looking for added security when
hunting from a tree. The BDF-301 fea-
tures a rounded 23-1/2 x 29 inch Easy

Access non-skid steel mesh platform
with a 17 x 10 inch flip-up seat with
removable cushions. The seat is
adjustable to 21 inches in height. The
padded shooting rail and padded arm
rests offer comfort as well as safety
while the optional roof kit and
Skirt/Blind provide protection and
concealment.

The final offering in the Big Dog
line is the BDT-501 Stadium FixedXL
stand with shooting rail. This stand
offers a large, 30 inch Easy Access

non-skid steel mesh platform
with a 17 x 10 inch flip-up, 21
inch high adjustable seat. The
seat has a removable seat cush-
ion and backrest so that a
hunter never has to sit on a wet
seat. The BDT-501 weighs 34-
1/2 pounds with a weight limit
of 300 pounds and attaches to
the tree using one double claw
ratchet strap and one looped
ratchet strap. The included
saddlebags are handy for stor-
ing accessories and are conve-
niently placed within easy
reach. Backpack straps make

���
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The Big Dog BDF-300 hang-on tree stand
offers a large, rounded, 23-1/2 x 29 inch
easy access platform, a 17 x 10 inch flip-up
seat with a removable seat cushion, and
backrest. The seat is adjustable up to 21
inches in height and the quiet, non-slip
raised steel mesh of the platform adds an
additional element of safety. Hunters will
also like the added comfort offered by the
padded armrests and the fact the stand
weighs only 22.3 pounds while supporting
a weight of 300 pounds. Bad weather
poses no problem when hunting with the
BDF-300 because it accepts an optional
roof kit to protect a hunter from rain and
snow and a Blind/Skirt to conceal the
stand and the hunter from the eyes of
game animals. The shooting rail offers
added security for the bowhunter and is
ready to steady a rifle or shotgun during
the firearms season.

The Big Dog Stadium Hang-On-
Stand attaches to the tree using
one double claw ratchet strap and
one looped ratchet strap. An
optional roof kit and camo blind
are available for those who hunt
under adverse conditions.
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carrying this stand convenient while
the padded armrest and shooting rail
offer additional safety. An optional
roof kit and camo blind are available
for staying out on those nasty days
when other hunters head home or
back to camp. Contact: Big Dog
Treestands Inc., 22 Laura Drive,
Groveland, Ill., Phone (309)263-6800
www.bigdogtreestands.com

River’s Edge
Hunters will like the easy to install

lever action mounting system and the
large open grid 25 x 24 inch platform
with a built in foot rest offered on the
Lightfoot Aluminum Hang-On Stand
by River’s Edge. The flip-up seat with a
removable padded cushion will add
to their comfort while the ease and
convenience of putting this stand in
place will make them like it even
more. To minimize noise, the cables
are vinyl coated while the weathered
gray color allows the stand to blend
into just about any tree. The Lightfoot
weighs only 22 pounds and features
welded tubular aluminum construc-
tion. For added convenience, the
stand folds flat for carrying, and
comes with backpack straps. The full-

open mesh platform of the Lightfoot
Aluminum Hang-On Stand ensures
that mud, dirt, and snow can’t accu-
mulate on the bottom of the platform.

The Big FootXL Extreme is con-
structed from welded tubular steel
and painted with a Hunter Brown fin-
ish to protect it from the elements
and to conceal it from the eyes of
game animals. The large, 30 x 24 inch
steel mesh platform, padded seat,
and padded armrests provide hunters
with enough comfort to stay out all
day. For full platform use, the seat and
arm rests fold up out of the way giving
a hunter all the room he needs to take
a shot regardless from which direc-
tion a game animal comes. Vinyl coat-
ed cables provide stealth and a lever
action mounting system makes
placement easy. The Big FootXL
Extreme comes complete with back-
packing straps and folds flat for easy
carrying. It weighs 24 pounds and will
support a weight of 300 pounds.

The Big FootXL is made of welded
tubular steel and is lighter, at 19
pounds. It features a large, 30 x 24
inch steel mesh platform with a 22
inch high flip-up style padded seat for
added comfort. 

The Big Foot is the company’s
most popular stand because it weighs

only 17 pounds and features a large,
25 x 24 inch steel mesh platform with
a 22 inch high padded seat. The weld-
ed tubular steel construction is sturdy
enough to support a weight of 300
pounds and the hunter brown finish
ensures the stand will be able to resist
the elements for many years. The Big
Foot Hang On features vinyl-coated
cables for quiet operation and folds
flat for backpacking using the includ-
ed straps.

All the hang-on stands offered by
River’s Edge are both bow and gun
friendly and come complete with a
Fall Arrest System (FAS) for additional
security and safety. Using a fall
restraint system is a wise decision for
any hunter regardless of which make
of treestand he is using but, because
of the number of straps involved,
some hunters may avoid wearing one.
River’s Edge makes using a FAS more
user friendly by marking each strap as
to where it should go. The shoulder
and leg straps are clearly marked left
and right so a hunter can quickly
attach each strap to its appropriate
buckle. In addition, all of the hang-on
stands offered by River’s Edge come
with a climbing belt that allows
hands-free installation of any stand.
Contact: River’s Edge, 1690 Elm St.,
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The Lite Foot by River’s Edge offers
hunters a roomy 25 x 24 inch platform
with an open mesh to allow snow, mud,
and other debris to fall through. A built in
footrest and flip-up seat means the hunter
can spend hours on watch while remain-
ing comfortable. The Lite Foot is easy to
backpack to remote locations because it
folds flat and weighs only 14 pounds.
Hunters will appreciate how the weath-
ered gray color of the welded tubular alu-
minum frame blends in with most sur-
roundings.

The Big Foot XL Extreme by River’s Edge
features a large, 30 x 24 inch open mesh
platform on a welded tubular steel frame.
The XL Extreme is coated with a Hunter
Brown finish protecting it from the ele-
ments and allowing it to blend in with any
tree. Vinyl coated cables ensure quiet
installation while a flip-up padded seat
with padded armrests offers comfort and
convenience. Hunters will appreciate how
the Extreme XL folds flat for easy trans-
portation and that it has a 300 pound
weight capacity.

The Big Foot is the most popular stand
offered by River’s Edge because it weighs
only 17 pounds and features a large, 25 x
24 inch steel mesh platform with a 22 inch
high padded seat. The welded tubular
steel construction is sturdy enough to sup-
port a weight of 300 pounds and the
Hunter Brown finish ensures the stand will
be able to resist the effects of even the
harshest elements for many years. The Big
Foot hang on stand features vinyl-coated
cables for quiet operation and folds flat
for backpacking.
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Chamberland, WI 54829 Phone: (800)
450-3343 www.ardisam.com

API
Hunters have known API prod-

ucts for years and all models of API
treestands are available to dealers
through American Rod and Gun
located at 2500 E. Kearney in
Springfield, Missouri 65898.
American Rod and Gun currently
serves more than 7,000 independent
retail stores in all 50 states. The very
popular API products are available to
any legitimate, full-time sporting
goods dealer with a storefront open to
the public. Dealers can contact Brent
Lawrence, Corporate Communi-
cations Specialist at (800) 228-4846

The API Alumi-Tech Baby Grand
Fixed-Position Treestand features
high quality, welded aluminum con-

struction for years of trouble-free ser-
vice and lower noise levels. A slatted,
Sure-Grip platform with large ribbed
traction treads provides sure footing
while the contoured design attaches
to trees quickly and quietly. The Baby
Grand folds flat for easy packing and
attaches to a tree with a foolproof
locking cam-over buckle-and-strap
hanging system. The Baby Grand
includes a stabilizer T-screw that
makes hanging this stand easier, since
you can screw it in, lift the stand with
a rope and the screw will hold it in
place while you strap it in. Hunters
will like the Realtree AP HD camo
seat, and non-glare gray powder-coat
finish. An instructional treestand
safety DVD and 4-point full-body
safety harness is included with this
and all other API treestands. The Baby
Grand has a large 19 x 12 x 2 inch

bench seat
and 12 x 19 x 2
inch backrest,

padded armrests, and attached
footrest. The Sure-grip platform is a
generous 24 x 30 inches while the
stand weighs just 15 pounds and sup-
ports a maximum weight of 300
pounds.

The API Alumi Tech Magnum
Baby Grand Offers the same great fea-
tures as the API Alumi-Tech Baby
Grand Treestand but offers more
room and weight capacity. The weld-
ed-aluminum construction, slatted
platform, locking cam-over buckle-
and-strap hanging system, and stabi-
lizer T-screw makes this stand solid,
quiet, and easy to install. Hunters
spending long hours on watch will
appreciate the large, 20 x 12 x 2 inch
Realtree AP HD camo seat and the
comfortable 12 x 20 x 2 inch backrest.
The large 30 x 30 Sure-grip platform
gives the hunter plenty of room to
take a shot from any angle. The
Magnum Baby Grand weighs only 16
pounds and has a maximum 350

Circle 279 on Response Card

The API Alumi-Tech Magnum Baby Grand Offers the same great fea-
tures as the API Alumi-Tech Baby Grand Treestand but offers more
room and weight capacity. The welded aluminum construction, slatted
platform, locking cam-over buckle-and-strap hanging system, and
stabilizer T-screw makes this stand solid, quiet, and easy to install into
just about any tree. Hunters spending long hours on watch will appre-
ciate the large, 20 x 12 x 2 inch Realtree AP HD camo seat and the
comfortable 12 x 20 x 2 inch backrest. The large 30 x 30 sure-grip plat-
form gives the hunter plenty of room to take a shot from any angle.
The Magnum Baby Grand weighs only 16 pounds and has a maximum
350 pound weight limit.
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pound weight limit. 
If hunters like the Baby Grand

they will love the Baby Grand Twister
because it’s the only treestand that
makes the seated shot possible every
time. This stand features a super-
quiet, Teflon-swiveled, water-resis-
tant, 15 inch diameter seat with 2-
inch-thick padding. The large, 22 x 30
inch platform has a comfortable 22
inch seat height. The Stabilizer T-
Screw Hanging System makes placing
this stand a one-man job and at just
17 pounds, it will support a maximum
weight of 300 pounds. 

Some hunters feel the Alumi-
Tech Master treestand is the standard
for measuring fixed-position tree-
stand performance. The Alumi-Tech
Master features a lightweight, alu-
minum platform, and a detachable,
oversized seat. Hunters who spend
long hours in a tree will appreciate the
seat padding which is constructed of
a special, high-density foam formula-

tion to maximize comfort. The 18 x 11
x 2 inch seat is easily removable at the
end of the hunting day to keep it dry
in wet conditions. The Sure-Grip plat-
form measures 22 x 28 inches, which
means a hunter will have plenty of
room to move around. Carrying this
stand to remote locations will prove
to be an easy chore since it only
weighs 13 pounds. 

API’s High-Point fixed position
treestand is a great little treestand
offered at a very low price. The High-
Point comes with a roomy 18 x 12 x 1
inch seat covered in a Realtree AP
printed micro tricot. The platform is a
comfortable 22 x 26 inches with a seat
to platform height of 18 inches. The
High-Point will easily attach to trees 9
to 22 inches in diameter. As with all
other API treestands, the High-Point
includes a full-body safety harness.
Weighing only 13 pounds, the High-
Point will support a maximum weight
of 300 pounds.

Hunters looking for comfort will
like API’s Ultra-Steel Magnum Deluxe
Treestand. The bigger guys will enjoy
the padded armrests on this extra-
large platform and the seat especially
designed for larger hunters. With a
removable padded Realtree AP HD
seat and backrest, steel mesh plat-

form and footrest, a hunter can spend
all day in the stand and not feel
cramped. For ease of transporting,
the Ultra-Steel Magnum folds up into
a compact, backpackable size. The
seat size is a generous 18 x 12 x 2 inch-
es while the backrest measures 12 x 14
x 2 inches. The 25 x 33 inch platform
offers plenty of room. The stand
weighs 26 pounds and is designed for
a maximum weight capacity of 350
pounds. Contact: API Outdoors, 2500
E. Kearney, Springfield, Missouri,
65706 Phone: (417) 873-5028   

Gorilla Treestands
Gorilla Treestands located in

Flushing, Michigan has come out
with no fewer than seven new models
of hang on stands for 2009. Dealers
attending the ATA Show in
Indianapolis this January will want to
stop by the Gorilla booth to see the
changes the company made in its line
of new hang-on treestands in addi-
tion to the other accessories Gorilla
will be marketing this year.

“The treestand market has been
inundated with me-too products that
offer no significant differentiation in
design or performance,” stated
Gorilla Director of Marketing Stephen

API’s High-Point fixed position tree stand
is a great little tree stand offered at an
economical price. The High-Point comes
with a roomy 18 x 12 x 1 inch seat made of
Realtree AP micro tricot which allows it to
dry quickly after getting wet. The plat-
form is a comfortable 22 x 26 inches with
a seat to platform height of 18 inches. The
High-Point will easily attach to trees 9 to
22 inches in diameter and as with all other
API tree stands, the High-Point includes a
full-body safety harness. Weighing only
13 pounds, the High-Point will support a
maximum weight of 300 pounds.

The new HX Silverback Scout features a
flip up XPE foam seat with a Seat Leveling
System (SLS) and an easy-cinch dual draw
strap to aid in a quick set-up. The 18 x 24
inch platform provides plenty of room to
move and supports a load limit of 275
pounds. The new XT6 nylon washers won’t
distort and aid in keeping this stand quiet
for years of use.

The Gorilla Silverback Scout Aluminum
hang on stand weighs less than 10 pounds
yet offers shooters a generous 18 x 24
inch platform and a flip up XPE foam seat.
Fully adjustable backpack straps make
carrying this stand an easy task while the
load limit of 275 pounds will safely sup-
port the largest hunters.
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Graham. “The 2009 line of Gorilla
Treestands incorporates new tech-
nologies and a new design that not
only sets it apart visually, but more
importantly sets Gorilla apart from
others in the critical areas of portabil-
ity and comfort.”  Graham said the
new Gorilla HX series of stands are
lighter, stronger, quieter, and deliver
reliable performance hunt after hunt.

The new Gorilla HX series feature
a hexagon inspired platform that pro-
vides hunters with more room around
the entire platform surface. The HX
design profile eliminates unnecessary
edges and corners that can get caught
on branches and limbs when the
stand is carried in the woods. This
enhances the stand’s portability while
maintaining a sense of stealth in mov-
ing from one location to the next.

Another new feature of the new
2009 line is the sturdy all-welded steel
construction utilizing a new “D-tube”
construction that creates a greater

strength to weight ratio than a stan-
dard square tube. More importantly,
the arc shaped “D-tube” frame struc-
ture is approximately 20 percent
lighter than previous Gorilla models.

The new HX stands offer a new
seat design constructed to provide
superior comfort and durability. The
new XPE Tech System used to pad the
seat, utilizes a material commonly
known as Cross-linked Polyethylene
(XPE)  which is a special class of
closed cell foam with high dimen-
sional stability, a low moisture
absorption coefficient, and improved
strength.

These new stands also incorpo-
rate Gorilla’s proprietary XT-6 Nylon
bushings and washers that are specif-
ically designed to dramatically reduce
noise. These thermoplastic polymer
washers are reinforced for high elon-
gation resistance and excellent abra-
sion resistance making them tough,
flexible, and quiet. Hunters will also
appreciate the new finish used on the
HX stands. The Black Traxion coating
and Mossy Oak Treestand camouflage
is an amazingly durable and slip resis-
tant coating that makes the equip-
ment more functional, reliable and
effective.

Dealers should be aware Gorilla
offers a wide range of hang-ons.
Customers looking for increased
comfort in a hang-on treestand will

be interested in the new Pro Series
King Kong and King Kong Lounger
stands. The Pro Series King Kong with
zero-G seat technology and the King
Kong Lounger are said to deliver ulti-
mate comfort for those all day hunts.
Both models feature a flip-up seat
design, an extra large platform, and
the advanced XLS Extreme Leveling
System for secure and easy installa-
tion. 

For those customers wanting a
stand offering a high degree of porta-
bility, the King Kong and Kong Hang-
on stands with the new flip-up seat
design and Seat Leveling System (SLS)
will be of interest to them. Both offer
the new HX platform design and D-
tube construction

Gorilla didn’t forget those hunters
who may have to pack their stands
over long distances either because for
2009, the company has taken tree-
stand portability to new heights with
the introduction of the new light-
weight aluminum Silverback Series.
These new stands include the
Silverback Magnum HX, Silverback
Scout HX, and new Silverback
HXtreme. All three stands feature
ultralight aluminum frames and uti-
lize Gorilla’s new HX designed plat-
form. 

“For hunter’s looking for a light
weight stand, the new Silverback
models are the ultimate in functional-
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The new HX King Kong Lounger is certain
to appeal to those hunters preferring com-
fort while on watch. This stand features a
seat and back padded with XPE foam and
padded armrests for additional comfort.
The solid footrest at the end of the 24 x 30
inch steel mesh platform means steady
shooting and all day comfort. The all steel
King Kong Lounger weights 21-1/2 pounds
and supports a load limit of 300 pounds.

Jan09AT130-143.qxp  12/3/2008  4:29 PM  Page 141



142

ity, comfort, and portability” stated
Graham. “The lightweight frame,
combined with new features such as
the XPE seats provides hunters with
just what they need when pursuing
deep woods monsters,” he added.
Contact: Gorilla Treestands, P.O. Box
380, Flushing, MI 48433 Phone: (800)
241-4833. 

Family Tradition Treestands
Family Tradition Treestands offer

a variety of treestands that the com-
pany says are among the best in the
industry in terms of quality and com-
fort. Family Tradition stands are made
of quality galvanized tubular steel for
added structural integrity and rust
resistance. These stands are totally
fabricated in the U.S.A. so that the
company says it can maintain high
quality control and keep jobs here!
Each component piece of every stand
has an extra-durable powder coating
baked on so that the stand provides
years of trouble free use. Lastly, the
webbing on all seats is hand woven to
provide unparalleled comfort so a
hunter can spend a full day in the field
looking for that elusive buck!

Although Family Tradition is best
known for its ladder and tri-pod
stands the Michigan based company

makes one hang-on stand that is a
favorite among hunters. The Family
Tradition HD/HO hang-on treestand
features a seat measuring 20 x 13-¼
inches. A galvanized steel T-handle
screw keeps the stand in place while it
is secured to the tree with two ratchet
straps. The tubing of the HD/HO
stand is further protected from rust
and corrosion by a high-heat powder
coating. Two, 2000 pound tensile
strength ratchet straps securely hold
the platform and seat snugly to the
tree while a wide, 25 x 31 inch open
mesh platform provides plenty of
room to move around. Company
President, Jack Turner says the seat of
the HD/HO is a premium quality
hand-woven nylon web and cus-
tomers tell him it is perhaps the most
comfortable seating system offered by
anyone. Hunters will also like the
added welded footrest that makes
long waits in the tree more endurable.

For additional strength, the HD/HO
has two rubber-coated chains (not
cables) supporting the platform. The
HD/HO has a weight capacity of 300
pounds yet with all these features it
weighs only 14 pounds making it easy
to backpack into remote locations.
Contact: Family Tradition Treestands,
P.O. Box 322, Charlotte, MI 48813
Phone (517) 543-3926 

Trophyline
While not a “traditional” tree-

stand, the TreeSaddle by Trophyline
will be of interest to some customers.
Because not all trees are created equal
– the Tree Saddle lets hunters hunt the
niches in the woods that they couldn’t
hunt otherwise. Leaning trees, forked
trees, crooked trees, small trees, and
trees with jutting limbs are no prob-
lem for a hunter with a Tree Saddle. If
they can climb it, they can hunt it!
That’s why the company feels every
hunter needs at least one Tree Saddle.
They can hunt using their fixed posi-
tion stand, climbers, ladder stands or
ground blind and then use the Tree
Saddle when nothing else will work in
places they want to hunt. Contact:
Trophyline USA, 1904 Philadelphia

The HD/HO tree stand by Family Tradition is made of galvanized tubular steel and has
a hand woven nylon web seat and a built-in footrest to provide comfort for those long
days hunting. Each component of the HD/HO has a baked on powder coating to resist
rust and to provide years of service. Two rubber-coated chains allow the stand to sup-
port up to 300 pounds and make it extremely quiet. All Family Tradition treestands are
made in the USA.

The new Gorilla Aluminum Climbing Stick is 20 inches
in length and can be placed on the tree in any position
a hunter wishes. Each step folds for easy carrying and
for positioning onto almost any tree. A set of four of
these steps adds only 10 pounds to the weight of the
stand while providing a perfect way for a hunter to
climb trees anywhere he wants to hunt.
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Road, Jasper, GA 30143 Phone (866)
444-4868

Conclusion
Climbing stands are still popular

with bowhunters and they account
for a smaller but still significant share
of the market. Their appeal comes
from the fact a hunter can simply
strap his climbing stand on his back
and head to the woods. However,
climbing stands have their limitations
because a hunter must find a straight,
limb-less tree to climb, hopefully near
where he wants to hunt. In addition, a
climbing treestand requires at least a
little athletic ability on the part of the
hunter and must be taken down and
backpacked out after a hunt.

On the other hand, a hang-on
stand can be placed just about any-
where a hunter wants one and in any
tree he chooses. They are lightweight,
comfortable, safe, quiet and secure
and can be left in position for as long
as a hunter wishes to hunt a specific

location. As the hunting fraternity
grows older, many hunters, even
though they already own a climbing
treestand, prefer the convenience and
ease of use a hang-on stand offers. 

The lone drawback facing a
hunter purchasing a hang-on stand is
that he will need to have a way to
ascend a tree, which means a poten-
tial additional sale for the dealer. By
displaying a variety of climbing steps,

ladders, and safety devices, near his
treestand display, a dealer can offer
the hunter both a stand and the
means for climbing a tree.
Fortunately, most companies who
manufacture treestands also offer
lightweight strap-on steps or ladders
that make climbing trees safe and
easy. For example, Lone Wolf has
designed its Pro Series Climbing
Sticks and Mini Climbing Sticks to
stack together perfectly and to lock
together tightly for easy backpacking
while Summit offers its Bucksteps
that nestle together for easy carrying
and then strap easily in any position
to just about any tree. In addition for
2009, Gorilla is offering a new line of
aluminum climbing sticks that are a
perfect accessory for that brands lat-
est line of treestands. 

According to Dave Parker,
Purchasing/Sales Manager for
Kinsey’s Archery Products in Mt. Joy,
Pennsylvania, sales of hang on stands
are good and remain strong while the
sale of climbing stands have declined
over the last five years. Clay Hall, Sales
Manager at Summit Treestands
agrees. “Hang On stands are definitely
selling better because they are less
expensive than climbing stands and
hunters are finding they can afford to
purchase more than one stand.”  As a
result of this trend, Hall said Summit
would be coming out with new mod-
els of hang on stands for 2009 that
they will introduce at the ATA Show
next month. The truth is, hang-on
stands are becoming more popular
every season and dealers can cash in
on this trend by offering a number of
models from several manufacturers. 

Circle 277 on Response Card

Crooked or leaning trees are no problem when using the Tree Saddle by Trophyline. The
Tree Saddle is perfect for hunting those spots where other stands can’t go. The Tree
Saddle allows hunters a complete 360 degree range of motion so that no shot will be
missed. With the Tree Saddle, hunters will be glad to know they can hunt from any tree
that will hold their weight. Every model of Tree Saddle uses high quality, high-weight
rated hardware, nylon webbing, while thread and stitch pattern specifications ensure
total comfort and safety.
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