
Looking back over the 55 plus
years I have spent in the sport
of archery it would be an

understatement to say that I have
seen quite a few changes. Not only
have I seen incredible technical
developments during that period of
time but I have also seen equipment
trends and many of those more than
once. Take for example high speed
bows.

Some of the first compounds I
handled during the late 60’s and early
70’s had only a 20 percent let-off. That
quickly increased to 40 percent which
was quite common for a long period
of time. In those early days the advan-
tage and major attraction of the com-
pound was the fact that when at full
draw your holding weight was less
then the peak weight. Very few people
knew anything about a force draw
curve or understood the advantage of
storing more energy which ultimately
resulted in a faster arrow. However it
was not long before I had the first
speed bow in my hands which at that
time was referred to as a “hot tune”.
The manufacturer had simply
designed a cam with a squared off
force draw curve and greatly reduced
let-off. More energy stored meant
more speed, however it did not come
without a physical price. 

Those early speed bows felt like a
two by four with a piece of barbed
wire for a string. They were very diffi-
cult to draw and hold and when
released the shock was enough to
shake the fillings out of your teeth.
Even dedicated archers such as me
soon learned that shooting one of
these was no fun. The supposed
advantage of speed was overshad-

owed by the inherent shock and lack
of forgiveness. Those early speed
bows disappeared quickly. 

As the science of bow technology
evolved and new materials became
available speed bows reappeared
every few years or so only to again
quickly fade from the scene. However
today’s technology, bow design and
high tech materials have evolved to
the point that speed bows are back
and in a form that I feel is here to stay.
Equally as important is the fact that

the technology used to build high
speed bows is now being applied to
an entirely new level of high perfor-
mance bows which are combining
speed with smoothness and forgive-
ness. 

As ArrowTrade’s Business Editor, I
recently talked to a number of major
bow manufacturers to learn more
about the latest advancements in
bow design and technology and what
they offer both the dealer and the
consumer. Many of the develop-
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ments in limb technology and cam
design have contributed greatly to
efficiency and speed. Innovations
such as string stoppers can change
the feel of a bow often allowing a
lower brace height to be used without
the often associated negatives of
string slap and critical shooting char-
acteristics. 

It must be mentioned that bow
speeds are normally rated based on a
30 inch arrow weighing 350 grains
being shot out of a bow with 70
pounds of draw weight. Speeds
obtained under those conditions are

not what you’ll see at other draw
lengths and draw weights. A shorter
draw, lighter weight bow will not
shoot as fast and a longer draw heav-
ier weight bow could shoot faster,
provided you were using such a light,
target-weight arrow. The speed rating
is simply a relatively uniform com-
parison. A rough guideline indicates
that a reduction in draw weight of one
pound results in a loss of 1 to 2 feet
per second. For each inch the draw
length is reduced a loss of 8 to 12 feet
per second will occur. Based on those
estimates a bow rated at 350 feet per
second at 70 pounds, 30 inches will
produce between 308 to 316 feet per
second at 60 pounds and 28 inches. 

There are many factors to take
into consideration when selecting a
bow including let-off, brace height,
the force draw curve, how well the
grip helps you maintain good form
and what we’ll call overall shootabili-
ty. Actual speeds for specific set-ups
are dependent upon many variables.
As most bow manufacturers offer the
normal draw length and draw weight
ranges only the ones outside of those
norms are noted. Now here’s what I
found about today’s speed bows and
their high-performance, smoother
shooting cousins when talking to
major manufacturers.

PSE Archery
“Our Pro Series offers bows

designed for hunting and 3-D shoot-
ing with speeds ranging from 330 feet
per second to 366 feet per second all
of which utilize our X-Force technolo-
gy,” said David Kronengold, vice pres-
ident of engineering for PSE.
“However it is important to under-
stand that these bows are not only
built for maximum performance and
speed but are designed to specifically
match the user’s ability.”

“Bows such as our Omen, (5-1/2
inch brace height), Dream Season, (6-
1/2 inch brace height), and Super
Short, (6-3/4 inch brace height), are
in the upper end of our speed range
category shooting 366, 356 and 348

feet per second respectively. These
are very aggressive bows available in
weights of up to 80 pounds that store
a lot of energy under the force draw
curve,” explained Kronengold. “All of
these bows utilize PSE’s UF Hybrid
high efficiency cam with 70 percent
let-off and feature massively pre-
loaded 12 inch long past parallel split
limbs. These bows are not intended
for beginners. They are designed for
experienced shooters looking for the
maximum performance. It is impor-
tant that the customer understands
the product he is considering. The
dealer has to take the responsibility to
not only explain the product and its
intended use but to take extra care in
fitting the customer. These high
speed bows ramp up fast and hold the
peak weight for most of the draw
cycle then let-off quickly into a very
short valley offering little room for
creep.”

“You have to think of a high speed
bow like a high speed car,” laughed
Kronengold. “Let’s assume you have a
16 year old driver in your family look-
ing for their first car. A Ferrari should-
n’t be your first choice. Everyone
wants a PSE XForce high perfor-
mance bow but not everyone can
handle it.” For more information on
PSE’s complete line call (520) 884-
9065.

APA Innovations
APA’s King Cobra delivers a smok-

ing 362 feet per second with a 5-1/16
inch brace height. Its little brother the
Black Mamba 6.5 comes with a 6-1/2
inch brace height and puts out 348
feet per second. For those who desire
a higher brace height the Black
Mamba 7.5 comes in a 7-1/2 inch
brace height and still delivers 338 feet
per second. The Black Mamba XL7.0
is designed with a longer axle to axle
of 37-1/4 inches and will accommo-
date draw lengths of up to 32-1/2
inches. APA cams feature a generous
7 inches of draw length adjustment in
1/2 inch increments. The King Cobra
and Black Mamba bows all come with
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By John Kasun

The Omen (far left), Dream Season and
Super Short (above) are PSE’s top offer-
ings in the speed category. “PSE offers a
complete line of bows for every perfor-
mance level and shooting style,” said
David Kronengold, vice president of engi-
neering for PSE. “It is important for
archers to understand that extreme high
speed bows are specifically designed for
maximum performance and are not well
suited for beginners or inexperienced
shooters.”

PSE Super Short
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75 percent let-off. The Black Mamba
XL7.0 is available in maximum of 70
pounds draw weight while all others
are available up to 80 pounds. 

Nibal Achkar, president of APA, is
a lifelong bowhunter who designs his
bows based on his experience as an
archer and hunter. “APA bows are
guaranteed not to disappoint the
shooter,” said Achkar. “Our bows
incorporate the latest technology and
are designed with beyond parallel
limbs to eliminate shock and forward
movement on the shot making them
not only fast but smooth as well. Our
force draw curve is not overaggressive
and is comfortable and easy to hold.
However APA’s bows go beyond the
norm with unique features and I like

to think of them as the Swiss Army
knife of bows that are designed to
perform for the hunter in the field.”
For complete information on APA’s
bow line call (866) 353-7378.  

LimbSaver
LimbSaver’s SpeedZone has a

top end speed of 353 feet per second

and 80 percent let-off. The
SpeedZone features LimbSaver’s
new String Decelerator system that
produces smooth and vibration-free
shooting despite a relatively low
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You could say that APA Innovations
picked the right name for its King Cobra.
Quick as its namesake the King Cobra
spits arrows out at speeds in excess of 360
feet pre second. The King Cobra is avail-
able in camo for the hunter and target col-
ors for the style conscious 3-D shooter.

The Black Mamba comes in three models
with varying brace heights and two differ-
ent axle-to-axle lengths allowing the
shooter to choose the model that best
suits their shooting style and desired
speed.

PHOTO RIGHT: Like a “Swiss Army Knife”
of bows the APA Innovations riser features
a built-in “tool center”. The tool center con-
tains a broadhead tightening tool, knife
and broadhead sharpener, nock indexer
and a cam lock pin that allows the user to
change strings and cables in the field
without the use of a bow press. As you can
see above and left, all APA risers have a
built-in carrying handle for ease of trans-
portation and a fang hook which can be
used to hang the bow from a limb.

New for 2010 LimbSaver’s Proton incor-
porates many new innovative design fea-
tures. Conventional limb pockets have
been eliminated and when combined with
split limbs that reduced the in-hand
weight to 3.8 pounds.
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brace height of 5-7/8 inches. 
While the SpeedZone is ideal for

the pure speed junkie for the archer
looking for the pinnacle of perfor-

mance LimbSaver combined its tech-
nology and bow building experience
in 2010 to come up with the Proton.
The Proton, which is only sold

through dealers, generates 330 feet
per second with a 7 inch brace height.
A split buss cable allows for any
adjustment required to balance out
forces and eliminate cam lean. The
limbs of the Proton are laminated and
designed to spread the stress over a
greater area of the limb making the

LimbSaver’s Posi-Lock system uses a geo-
metric shaped eccentric as opposed to the
normal draw weight screw adjustment.
The elimination of the screw adjustment
makes it easy to match both limbs and
eliminates the possibility of strip-
ping out the riser. The Posi-Lock
limb system allows limb
poundage adjustments in precise
2 pound increments.

LimbSaver claims its String Decelerator
is designed to not simply stop the bow-
string but to decelerate the string at a
defined rate. This action helps to ensure
that the nock will leave the string in a
more level travel pattern without sacrific-
ing accuracy.

LimbSaver’s focused its design
technology on delivering maxi-
mum speed when it developed its
SpeedZone suited for both hunt-
ing and 3-D shooting.
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bow smoother and more efficient.
“A lot of attention to detail went

into the Proton,” said George Clark,
national sales manager. “The limbs
are matched with the use of a deflec-
tion indicator in pairs top and bot-
tom and right to left. Even the bow
grip has been ergonomically
designed to ensure it fits the hand
properly resulting in reduced hand
torque. The riser features an integrat-
ed fall-away rest pad and an impact
strip to eliminate arrow noise in the
event an arrow comes in contact with
the riser. The Proton has a flawless
force draw curve providing both
comfort and speed. It is well balanced
with no shock in the hand and truly
provides maximum performance
with a minimum of weight and a
comfort level that must be experi-
enced to believe.”  For more informa-
tion call (360) 427-6031.

Darton 
“This is Darton’s 60th anniversary

and we are especially proud of our
new PRO3800,” said Ted Harpham,
Darton’s national sales manager. “I
like to call the PRO3800 the muscle
bow without the muscle. It has a 6
inch brace height and produces 350
feet per second with a force draw
curve that is extremely smooth with a
flat valley at full draw. The limbs are
designed to spread the stress over a
greater portion of the limb making it
not only more efficient but extremely
smooth as well. While the PRO3800
comes standard with an 80 percent
let-off it is easily changeable to 65
percent if desired making the bow
extremely versatile.”

I had an opportunity to shoot the
PRO3800 at the ATA Show and found
the slim grip quite comfortable. It sat
well in the hand and drew extremely
smooth with a very comfortable val-
ley, something not often found in a
high speed bow. However what was
the most surprising was the complete
absence of shock upon release. I for-
got it did not have a wrist strap and
did not grip the bow which with some
bows can be a drastic mistake, as they
can hit the floor. Upon release the
bow just sat in my hand as the arrow
streaked toward the target. Also, in
spite of the low brace height, I did not

strike my wrist even though I was not
wearing an arm guard. I found the
PRO3800 was a real pleasure to shoot.
For more information call (989) 728-
4231. 

Martin     
Although popular on the 3-D

range the Martin Warthog Mag serves
double duty for the hunter looking
for speed. Cranking out 350 feet per
second the Warthog Mag has been
updated for 2010 boasting Martin’s 4X
CoreFlex limbs which contain four
layers of laminate material for
increased strength and performance.

The CAT 2 Hybrid Duo Cams and
ROTO Limb Cup Pivoting Limb
System are also new additions to the
Warthog Mag. It has a 6-1/4 inch
brace height and 80 percent let-off.
For more information call (509) 529-
2554.

Elite 
For 2010 Elite Archery took a les-

son from its popular GT500, souped
it up and added the Judge to it popu-
lar line of bows. With a brace height
of 6 inches the Judge offers speeds
up to 347 feet per second with an 80
percent let-off.
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The Pro3800 utilizes a DualSync cam sys-
tem that results in a mirror image cam,”
explained Ted Harpham, Darton’s nation-
al sales manager. “Because the cables are
anchored to the cams and not the limbs
both cams are always in sync eliminating
timing problems and ensuring straight
nock travel throughout the draw cycle.”

Martin’s Warthog Mag is at home on the
range or in the field. Its parallel limb
design is intended to reduce shock and
vibration upon release. Rotating draw
modules make it easy to fine tune the
draw length without the use of a press. An
adjustable draw stop can be used to clear-
ly define the wall at full draw.
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“Archery is a mental sport and
archers must have confidence in
their equipment,” said Garret
Armstrong, vice president of sales
and marketing for Elite. “Archers are
looking for excellent performance in
a bow that is still shootable. Elite is
not in a race for speed. Our aim is to
provide a bow that has great speed
but is enjoyable to shoot. The draw
cycles must be manageable, easy to
draw and easy to let-down. Elite
bows balance speed, performance
and efficiency. We like to call it
‘speed without compromise.’”

“There are a lot of good bows on

the market so Elite doesn’t cut any
corners in its attempt to give the cus-
tomer and the dealer the finest prod-
uct available,” Armstrong continued.

“We strive everyday to make the Elite
Archery brand a household name. In
order to be part of any purchase con-
versation, we are willing to put forth
the extra effort required to make that
happen. This is not a short term
commitment, it is the base on which
we intend to build our reputation.
We are in it for the long haul.”  

Elite offers a limited lifetime
warranty that is fully transferable to
the next owner. It also offers a Hunt
Guarantee. No matter where the user
is or what damage has been done to
their bow Elite will send a loaner
bow at no charge the very next day.
The loaner bow will arrive at the
draw weight and draw length
requested complete with rest, sight
and peep installed allowing the user
to finish their hunt. For additional
information phone (877) 503-5483.

Mathews
The name McPherson Monster

by Mathews is synonymous with
speed, thanks in part to the distinc-
tive speedometer ad campaign that
introduced in for 2009. For 2010 the
Monster and Monster XLR8 have

Instant Arrow Glue
Pine Ridge Archery

Not Runny
Fast Drying
Top Quality
Low Cost
GREAT DEALER MARGINS

TMpineridgearchery.com
(877)746-7434

Up to 50%
less expensive than
competitive brands.

1oz.
2oz.
16oz.

oz.
2oz.
6oz.

Vanes or Feathers

Carbon, Wood
Aluminum

Inserts / Nocks

Wraps or Bare
Shafts

NEW LOOK 
SAME GREAT GLUE

FLETCHINGS 
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The name Elite applies not only to the
manufacturer of the Judge but to its
appearance and attention to detail as
well. Clean lines and smooth contoured
surfaces blend together to present a bow
that looks as good as it shoots. The Elite
Judge is available in all camo or with a
black riser and camo limbs. It is also avail-
able in a striking Anthracite Metallic finish
shown here for those 3-D shooters wanti-
ng to make a statement.

PHOTO LEFT: Mathews added the
McPherson Monster 7.0 to it popular
Monster line-up for 2010. The higher brace
height of 7 inches is well suited for the
archer looking for a fast bow that is more
forgiving. The Monster is available in both
camo and attractive target colors.
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been joined by the Monster 7.0. Each
is a twin cam bow but each has a dif-
ferent brace height and slightly dif-
ferent speed rating. The Monster
XLR8 has a 5 inch brace height and is
rated up to 360 feet per second plus
with an 80 percent let-off. The
Monster has a 6 inch brace height
and develops up to 353 feet per sec-
ond with an 80 percent let-off. The
new Monster 7.0 features a 7 inch
brace height and is rated at speeds of
up to 342 feet per second with an 80
percent let-off. The Monster bows

are available in draw weights up to
80 pounds. Both the Monster and the
Monster 7.0 are available in either 65
or 80 percent let-offs as desired. The
force draw curves on these bows
vary slightly depending upon com-
bined design parameters.  

Also new for 2010 is the Mathews
Z7. The Z7, with a 7 inch brace
height, is slightly slower than the
Monster 7.0 but turns in more than
respectable speeds up to 332 feet per
second. This bow uses the Mathews
Reverse Assist Roller Guard which is
designed to reduce cable tension for
a smoother draw. The Z7 and the
Monster series give the customer a
choice of varying degrees of speed
and smoothness to best suit their
needs and ability. For more informa-
tion phone (608) 269-2728. 

Hoyt
For the archer focusing on speed

Hoyt is offering its AlphaBurner for
2010. With Spiral X Cam & 1/2 at
approximately 70 percent let-off the
AlphaBurner is rated at 340 feet per
second. “Although the AlphaBurner
has a 6 inch brace height it is still
very forgiving thanks to the
StealthShot,” said Jeremy Eldredge,
marketing manager for Hoyt. “The
StealthShot provides a crisper

release of the arrow and actually
forces the string to stop sooner than
if the StealthShot wasn’t in place. It
effectively makes the 6 inch brace
height feel more like 7 inches. In
addition, the AlphaBurner is much
smoother to draw than other bows in
its category, which equates to a more
enjoyable shooting bow, longer prac-
tice sessions, and more accurate
shooting.” The AlphaBurner is avail-
able up to 80 pounds of draw weight.
For complete information phone
(801) 363-2990.

New for 2010 from Mathews the Z7 fea-
tures Mathews efficient solo-cam technol-
ogy and combines it with a new Gridlock
Riser which has increased structural
strength but is physically lighter. Built into
the riser are Mathews patented Harmonic
Dampeners and Harmonic Stabilizer.
Available in the popular draw weight
ranges of 40 to 70 pounds the Z7 also is
available in a 55 to 65 pound model for
the hunter who desires something in
excess of 60 pounds but does not want to
buy a 70 pound model and back it down.

New for 2010 is Mathews Reverse Assist
Roller Guard. By repositioning the cables
to the back side of the roller guard less
stress is induced to the cables resulting in
reduced friction and a smoother shot.

“Due to its overall design the
AlphaBurner performs awesome even at
shorter draw lengths,” said Jeremy
Eldredge, marketing manager for Hoyt.
“One of the things we really strive to
accomplish at Hoyt is to make sure our
bows maintain their high performance
characteristics even at short draw lengths.
I think the consumer will find that at the
shorter draw lengths, the AlphaBurner will
outperform the competition even if the
IBO speed at 30 inches is faster than the
AlphaBurner.”
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Bear
Bear touts its Attack as the “per-

fect killer”. All new for 2010 the Attack
delivers 340 feet per second with a
modest brace height of 7 inches and a
generous 80 percent let-off. When
asked what criteria was used in

designing the Attack, Mark Wenberg,
director of product development and
management at Bear Archery said,
“The main focus was to design and
produce the best compound Bear has
ever offered. It was designed with the
bowhunter in mind. It needed to be
fast, quiet, and have smooth drawing
characteristics. Hunters want to draw

down on a monster buck, not draw
back a monster cam. It had to be
accurate, well balanced, aesthetically
pleasing to the eye, and deliver zero
hand shock.”

“We felt that a moderate draw
force curve was necessary,” continued
Wenberg. “A bowhunter could be in
the stand for hours in cold weather
before a shot might present itself.
Under these conditions it is important
that the force draw curve be user
friendly. By increasing the efficiency
of the cam we maintained a moderate
force draw curve without compromis-
ing speed.” To learn more call (812)
467-1200.

BowTech
“When we set out to design the

Destroyer series we wanted a bow that
was easy to draw, forgiving, accurate
and it just happened to also be fast,”
said Jeff Suiter, media planner for
BowTech. “To achieve that goal
BowTech reached into its bag of tricks
for some impressive technology. Both
the Destroyer 340, (340 feet per sec-

The Bear Attack
comes in a camo
version as well as
Bear’s Shadow
Series. With the
increased popular-
ity of ground blind
hunting more
hunters are seek-
ing bows with a
black finish to bet-
ter blend with the
interior of the
blind.

“The Attack’s beyond parallel limb design is the key in provid-
ing no hand shock or buzz, and keeping the bow quiet during the
shot,” said  Mark Wenberg, director of product development and
management at Bear Archery. “Our limb to riser alignment is very
important when talking about accuracy and our limb isolation
system virtually eliminates any chance of noise or vibration.”

Bear says its E-Cam, (E stands for effi-
ciency), is one of the most efficient and
smoothest cams it has ever produced. The
E-Cam is designed to transfer maximum
available energy to the arrow for greater
kinetic energy down range.
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ond), and the Destroyer 350, (350 feet
per second), use what BowTech calls
an OverDrive Binary cam system.”

“The OverDrive Binary replaces
the let-out groove, found on the origi-
nal Binary cam, with a pair of eccen-
tric posts mounted on both ends of
the cam axle,” explained Suiter. “This
cam ‘drive train’ turns when the cam
turns. The eccentric posts let cable out
as the bow is drawn, providing the
same, proven synchronization that
binary cams are known for, while
allowing the attachment of a split buss
cable to either end of the cam axle to
add stability and balance. The split
buss system is 100 percent tunable.
Cam lean and oscillation after the
shot are drastically reduced, allowing
perfect arrow flight with virtually any
setup. The OverDrive Binary is ultra
light weight and the exceptional bal-
ance of the cam helps achieve a near
silent, shock free shooting experience.

The cam and axle are splined together
and act as one unit eliminating cam
slip and cam timing issues. This
design also provides for the maximum
amount of limb tip stability.”

The Destroyers use BowTech’s
HardCore Limbs which are designed
to distribute limb stress, reduce
weight and increase limb efficiency.
Normally limbs carry most of the
stress in the outer surfaces with the
limb core simply acting as a spacer.
BowTech’s HardCore Limbs are lami-
nated using multiple layers built
around a carbon core designed specif-
ically to distribute the stress. A layer of
6061 aluminum is also added inter-
nally to stiffen the limb tips. This
unique construction put the core to
work and reduces the stress over the
entire limb for increased efficiency
and maximum speed while reducing
noise and vibration. The Destroyer
340 has a 7 inch brace height while the

350 has a brace height of 6 inches and
both offer 80 percent let-off. Contact
BowTech at (541) 284-4711.

Rytera
“When we designed the Nemesis

our goal was to develop a bow that
delivered a high speed but was also
smooth and shock free,” said Ken
Melhus, media and IT specialist for
Rytera. “The result was a bow with a 7
inch brace height that delivers 335
feet per second shock free. Extensive
research went into the design of the
riser to engineer shock out and when
combined with a parallel limb design
the results are a bow that is stable with
an absence of recoil. The Nemesis
uses Hybrix Cams which are designed
with a smooth force draw curve and a
small valley. Upon the shot the bow
comes out of the valley quickly there-
by increasing the power stroke result-
ing in increased speed.”  

The Nemesis Hybrix Cam offers
some exceptional flexibility. The draw
stop can be easily adjusted, without
the use of a bow press, within a slot to
change how the bow feels at full draw,
the length of the valley and the let-off.
Positioning the stop on one extreme
end of the slot decreases the let-off
and shortens the valley. On the other
extreme both the let-off and the valley

BowTech claims its new Destroyer 340 (right) and Destroyer 350 (left) are exceptionally
accurate, shock-free and easy to draw while delivering speeds of 340 and 350 feet per
second respectively.

BowTech’s Destroyers are outfitted with
its new FLX-Guard cable containment sys-
tem. At first glance the FLX-Guard makes
sense and you have to ask why no one had
thought of it before. The FLX-Guard flexes
inward as the bow is drawn reacting to the
changing pressures exerted by the cables.
In bows using static cable guards these
pressures are transferred to the bow riser
resulting in increased torque. By absorb-
ing these forces the FLX-Guard greatly
reduces lateral nock travel increasing
tuneability, forgiveness and accuracy.
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are increased. The let-off can be
adjusted between 65 and 85 percent
with a minimal change in draw length
of approximately 3/16 of an inch. The
draw stop can produce a hard wall feel
or a soft spongy feel when at full draw.
The cam also offers 3 inches of draw
length adjustment in 1/2 inch incre-
ments without the use of a bow press.
Phone (509) 529-2554 for more infor-
mation. 

Quest 
Topping out the Quest bow line

for 2010 is the Primal. Rated at 332 feet
per second with an 80 percent let-off
the Primal has a comfortable to shoot
7-1/8 inch brace height. “The Primal

uses a Twin Track SYNC Modular Cam
System,” said Joel Harris, brand man-
ager for Quest. “This system provides
better stress distribution making the
bow easy to tune while ensuring

straight nock travel for maximum
accuracy. It also makes the Quest a
smooth shooting bow with a solid wall
feel for consistency.”

“Tight manufacturing tolerances

The unique looking riser of the Nemesis by
Rytera was specifically designed to eliminate
shock according to the Rytera engineers.
Machined from 6061 T-6 alloy the riser contains
Vibration Escape Modules designed to seek out
and eliminate vibration preventing it from
reaching the grip. The Nemesis is available in
camo and a variety of target colors.

PHOTO RIGHT: The Primal by Quest
is available in a custom G Fade fin-
ish. The G Fade Durafuse Finish is a
unique pattern of black riser and
camo limbs with the camo pattern
fading out onto the riser past the
limb pockets. This patented finish is
not only attractive but well suited to
both ground blind and tree stand
hunting. The black center portion is
perfect for hunting out of a blind
while the blended finish of black and
camo works well in the open.

The Quest I-Glide cable guard has
replaced the common rollers or
slides with bell shaped ceramic
inserts. These inserts reduce friction
and the resulting wear on the cable
which contributes directly to a
smoother shot.
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and quality control plays a huge role
in the production of our bows,” Harris
added. “All limbs are machined and
matched on our limb deflection
device to ensure deflection tolerances
and proper matching of limb sets.
Every bow is placed on a ‘draw-board’
prior to shipment and the draw stops
are adjusted for the optimal let-off at
the desired draw length and weight.”
Phone (866) 456-8836 for more infor-
mation.

Pearson 
“For 2010 we are offering the all

new Pearson Legend,” stated Jeremy
Blackmon, president of Ben Pearson
Archery. “In the design of this bow we
focused on the draw cycle versus per-
formance seeking a balance between
the acceleration curve and a smooth
draw cycle. The Legend develops up
to 332 feet per second with a very
shootable 7-1/4 inch brace height.
The Legend’s limb angle is 48 degrees
and is beyond parallel at full draw
eliminating shock in the hand when
released. The cam to cam slaved sys-
tem is not only easily tunable but it
stays in tune. Modules allow draw
length changes of 1/2 inch and the
draw stop can be used to fine tune the
draw length to plus or minus 1/4
inch.”    Call (251) 867-8980 for more
information.

Alpine Archery
“At Alpine, we believe speed

should also be accurate,” explained
Vince Kite, national sales manager for
Alpine Archery. “With the new for
2010 Assault you get the best of all
worlds. The Alpine Assault carries fea-
tures like the LXP Pocket System, a
radical reflex riser, and the new 3G

Velocitec Cam. These features culmi-
nate to form a racy looking and
shootable speed bow. With a 6-1/8
inch brace height and 80 percent let-
off the Assault delivers 328 feet per
second.”

Kite said, “Under normal condi-
tions when a cam is drawn, the force
applied to the limbs change from one
side to the other, which normally
induces cam lean. Helical grooves
machined into the new Velocitec 3G
Cam System move the balance point
of the limb laterally in a continuous
motion as the cam is drawn. The bal-
ance point follows the load change
and keeps the cam straight, through-

out the entire draw cycle making it
smoother and more accurate.” For
complete information call (208) 746-
4717.

Dealer Comments
WEASNER ARCHERY: “Speed

freaks love the speed bows,” laughed
Ray Weasner, of Weasner Archery
located in Bloomville, Ohio. “My job is
to inform the customer and help him
make the right choice for his needs
but the final decision is always up to
the customer. I have found that most
people either love or hate the speed
bows. For hunters they can be a little
too much to handle under normal
hunting conditions. Everything has a
trade-off and if you want pure speed
you have to give something else up,
normally comfort and ease of shoota-
bility. In my opinion pure speed bows
should only be considered by accom-
plished archers with exceptional
form.” 

NEIL’S ARCHERY: “We sell a few
high speed bows each year,” said Neil
Newkirk, former owner of Neil’s
Archery located in Endicott, New York.
“Customers who buy speed bows are
looking for speed bows but I advise
shootability to the average customer
that comes through the door.
Consumers are more educated today
and while speed is a consideration it is
not as important as shootability. Also
many people are under the miscon-
ception that a bow that is rated at a
speed of 350 feet per second will deliv-
er that speed at any bow weight and
draw length. Naturally that is not true
and as more people understand that
fact they are making better informed
decisions.”

ARCHERY ZONE: “In the past
speed bows have come and gone,”
stressed Bill Puruczky, owner of the
Archery Zone located in Johnstown,
Pennsylvania. “However I think this
year speed is back and may be to stay.
There is a lot of high speed or high
performance bows on the markets
that are not only fast but shootable.
Hoyt’s AlphaBurner and the Mathew’s
Z7 are two such examples. Based on
what I have seen to date I feel it is
going to be a great year for business
and the new fast but shootable bows
are driving it.”

The Speed Studs fit-
ted into the string of
Quest’s Primal not
only increase the
speed of the bow but
can be used to
adjust the string
peep position as
well. Slightly moving
the speed stud up or
down the string fine
tunes the peep to
present a full view to
the shooter when at
full draw.

“The grip on Ben Pearson’s Legend was
specifically designed to eliminate torque
and increase accuracy,” stated Jeremy
Blackmon, president of Ben Pearson
Archery. “The grip is excellent for target
shooters but often hunters like a ‘beefier’
feel in hand. To accommodate the hunter
we have added two removable wood side
plates we call ‘angel wings’. They allow the
shooter to customize the feel while retain-
ing the important torque free characteris-
tics of the grip.”
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Summary
One of the dealer’s greatest chal-

lenges in 2010 will be putting the cus-
tomer into the right product for his
skill level. While more speed is attrac-
tive and can even be addictive shoota-
bilty is the desirable common ground.
In the past the decision was either or
but with today’s advanced technology
and latest design it is truly possible to
have the best of both worlds. 

In some ways 2010 might be the
prefect storm for bow sales. With the
economy taking some hard lumps in
2009 many people made do with their
existing bow. While the economy is
not totally out of the woods people are
starting to loosen up the purse strings.
Many of the shops I visited over the
last month are seeing an increase in
both traffic and sales with some being
up substantially. Combining the pent-
up desire for a new bow that carried
over from last year and the excellent
selection of new bows available, con-
ditions could be ripe for a great year in
2010. You’ll probably want to have
some speed bows on hand for every

brand you carry, along with the more
mainstream models that combine
good speed with easier shooting char-
acteristics.

Editor’s Note: In addition to his
editorial planning and writing duties
with ArrowTrade, John Kasun is an

outdoor seminar speaker and a busi-
ness consultant with experience in
corporations large and small. He can
be reached at 126 Acorn Lane,
Duncansville, PA 16635, by phone at
(814) 695-5784 or by email at
kasun@atlanticbb.net.

“The LXP Pocket System
found on Alpine’s new Assault
is an extended limb pocket
system that will produce the
speed of an extreme reflex
bow with the stability of a
straight handle design,”
explained Vince Kite, national
sales manager for Alpine
Archery. The Assault comes
standard with a black riser
and Skulz camo. Skulz camo is
unique and sure to be an
attention getter.

Jake Hurley,
right, of Neil’s
Archery
located in
Endicott, New
York shows
Ted
Villapando a
McPherson
Monster.
While at one
time high
speed bows
were very
critical today
there is a
good selec-
tion of
shootable
bows that
produce
above aver-
age speeds.
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