
In many ways new bows, bright
fiber optic sights, high tech
arrows, compact quivers, hair

trigger releases and fall-away arrow
rests are easy to sell. The customer is
anxious to buy the latest equipment
that he hopes will give him a few extra
points on the target range or a better
chance at bagging that big buck.
However equally if not more impor-
tant than a new bow or fancy release
is the required safety gear every
bowhunter who hunts from an elevat-
ed stand needs to safely return home
to his family at the end of the day.
Although it may be more important it
is definitely harder to sell because
selling safety is about as exciting as
watching chrome rust. Although safe-
ty is not first and foremost in the cus-

tomers mind the right sales approach
and continuing education can
increase their safety awareness and
make safety equipment not only a
great add-on sales item but in some
cases a must-have item.

Safety related sales focus on the
hunter who hunts from an elevated
platform and while we normally
assume that means a treestand it
applies equally to the rapidly growing
market of ladder stands. A first
assumption might be that there is no
market for safety items, such as safety
vests, because all Treestand
Manufacturer’s Association (TMA)
approved treestands and ladder
stands come with a full body harness.
While these supplied harnesses are
designed for the protection of the

wearer in the event of a fall some of
them are not necessarily user friendly. 

Many of these basic harnesses are
easily tangled making them difficult
to put on. That can result in the har-
ness being left at home or at the base
of the tree while the hunter goes
unprotected. This tangling problem
has opened the door for a better solu-
tion which has been filled by a num-
ber of manufacturers that offer vari-
ous vest style designs. The fabric or
fabric and foam panels keep the
straps separated, making the harness-
es easy to put on. While safety vests
are a main focus of this article a vari-
ety of safety related accessories are
also available. Combined, these prod-
ucts give depth to the safety market
and present the dealer with excellent

Selling Safety-Related Gear

86

I found it can be difficult to adjust a conventional lineman’s belt when
you find yourself part way up a tree as two hands are often required to
easily make the adjustment. However True Quiet has fastened one end
of the lineman’s belt permanently to the harness with the other end fed
through a spring loaded clamp. Once adjusted the belt can be pulled
easily through the clamp to instantly tighten the belt on the tree or by
depressing the clamp the belt can be lengthened. All adjustments can be
made with one hand making the adjustment quick and easy. Although
True Quiet makes a full body safety harness the True Quiet Safety
Harness is designed specifically for use as a lineman’s belt. It is light-
weight, economical and makes installing steps, ladders or stands safer
while cutting the effort in half. For information on True Quiet’s complete
line of products call (315) 790-3686.

Aside from squirrels and porcupines one
of the greatest enemies of treestand
mounting straps is UV light. UV light can
break down strap and webbing material as
well as the stitching resulting in a difficult
to detect dangerous situation for the
hunter. Treating these items with UV Killer
by Atsko protects these items and extends
their life.

Although bowhunters know about the
advantages of UV Killer when it comes to
the treatment of their camo gear few real-
ize it can be just as important to treat the
webbing on the ratchet and cinch straps
found on their treestand. That makes UV
Killer a great add-on sales item when you
sell a treestand. For more information on
UV Killer and Atsko’s full  line of products
call (803) 531-1820.
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add-on sales opportunities. 
Basically all sales fall into two

categories, immediate and future.
Immediate sales are obviously the
ones that take place right now while
future sales are ones for which you
must plant seeds in the customer’s
mind that take a while to grow before
they result in an actual sale. Safety
related items fit nicely into both cat-
egories. To better understand this
and learn more about how to

encourage sales lets take a detailed
look at the assortment of safety
items available.    

to Your Treestand Hunters
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By John Kasun

The Exo Tech Safety Harness from Gorilla
Treestands is a high tech light weight safe-
ty vest with built-in full body harness fea-
turing quick release buckles. The Exo Tech
is a fully adjustable, multi-season vest
designed for all day comfort. For more
information on the Exo Tech Safety
Harness and other Gorilla products call
(877) 685-7817.

Gorilla Treestands offers a unique device
called the Gorilla Eye, a treestand locator
and climbing aid. The Eye has a flashing
red locator light to aid hunters in locating
their stand in the dark, as well as a red
spotlight that shines down reaching 20
feet to the ground – lighting the climb up
the tree for added safety. The Gorilla Eye
is controlled with a multi-function remote
control which features an internal red
light that can activate the Gorilla eye
from 100 yards away. In addition, the
Gorilla Eye mounts to either a treestand
or directly to the tree, and features an
internal antenna for added durability.

Innovative Treestands has developed the
SHOK-EZ, a short rubber shock absorber
that replaces the normal tether on a safe-
ty harness. While the conventional break-
away tether is designed to absorb the
associated shock generated in a fall the
SHOK-EZ goes one step further. Acting like
an aggressive bungee cord the 2-1/2 inch
wide by 11 inch shock cord stretches
approximately 6 inches during a fall. This
action does not result in a dead-end stop
during a fall greatly reducing the associat-
ed shock. Because of the shortened fall
and the fact that the SHOK-EZ tends to
return to its original length after a fall the
action keeps the hunter closer to his stand
for easier recovery. The SHOK-EZ will be
available complete with a full body har-
ness or can be added to an existing full
body harness system. For complete infor-
mation call (815) 725-7268.

The heart of the SHOK-EZ system is the
rubber shock absorbing cord shown at the
top of this photo. It is housed in a break
away sleeve shown at the bottom of the
photo. In the event of a fall the closed tab
located on one end of the sleeve opens
automatically allowing the shock
absorber to expand as required.

Although it cannot be consider a safety
item the Buckle Cover System from Hunter
Safety System (HSS) is an easy add-on sale
for anyone using or buying a HSS safety
vest. The Buckle Cover System is a soft slip
on cover that prevents contact from a gun
or bow with the buckle while in the stand
that could cause a game alerting noise.
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FULL BODY HARNESS VEST
As stated earlier one inconve-

nient feature of some full body har-
nesses is the fact that they tend to
turn into a tangled web often making
them cumbersome to put on.
However there are several manufac-
turers that have solved this problem
by offering a vest with a full body har-
ness built-in. This makes slipping
into the harness as simple as slipping
on the vest which can be done easily
even in the dark. These vests can be
worn over or under the hunter’s outer

wear. All of these vests have a tether
attached to the harness which is in
turn attached to the safety belt
installed around the tree or to a
climbing system (see climbing sys-
tems below). The tether has specially
designed break-away sections sewn
in that release as excessive pressure is
applied. This break-away action pro-
vides a built in cushion preventing
the hunter from experiencing a vio-
lent stop as he reaches the end of the
tether in the event of a fall.

Safety vests are available in a vari-

ety of popular camo patterns and
some manufacturers also produce a
reversible vest, camo on one side and
fluorescent orange on the other, that
can be used in either bow or gun sea-
son. Available in a variety of sizes
some vest models are specifically
designed for small framed youngsters
weighing as little as 50 pounds.
Depending upon the manufacturer
some vest models feature external
pockets for added gear storage and
lanyards for the attachment of binoc-
ulars or a rangefinder.
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This Lifeline Full Body Harness from
Ameristep is designed for minimum
weight and maximum convenience. Easy
to put on with a padded back and
adjustable straps the harness comes com-
plete with a lineman’s climbing belt. For
more information call (810) 686-4035.

Ameristep’s Fall Recovery System allows
for the safe recovery from a fall. The blaze
orange tether system with built in foot
stirrups helps the hunter get back in the
stand, as shown in the series of photos at
left.

Ameristep recommends inspection of all treestand components
prior to each use and replacement of the ratchet strap when any
signs of wear are evident. Ameristep offers 1 inch by 84 inch long
replacement ratchet straps with coated S-hooks. These ratchet
straps make an excellent add-on sale item for the dealer to stock
for either replacement straps or for the hunter that wants to add
a second strap to their stand for added safety.

For the hunter that
desires to remain
connected while
ascending and
descending to his
stand Ameristep
offers a 30 foot
Lifeline rope with a
quick-connect sys-
tem.
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Because the safety vest is actually
a full body harness in a convenient
package it is a perfect add-on sale for
the hunter who has an old harness
with some wear and tear or if he is
using one of the old and dangerous
single piece waist safety belts. Those

old style belts can easily result in “flip-
ping” the wearer upside down in the
event of a fall. They can also knock the
wind out of a hunter and even cause
internal injuries if too much slack has
been left in the tether. The dealer who
takes the time to educate his cus-

tomers about the latest technology
and the dangers involved with some
of the earlier safety belts can see a
direct increase in safety vest sales.    

LINEMAN’S BELT 
Most everyone has seen mainte-

For the hunter that desires the minimum weight safety vest
Hunter Safety System offers a new Ultra Lite. The Ultra Lite
offers the same structural design, materials and construction of
traditional Hunter Safety System restraint systems, but it for-
goes all the specialties of the full-featured vests. Padded chest,
shoulder and back straps provide a sleek new look and a new
level of comfort to a harness design that is so light you might
forget you have it on. The Ultra Lite is fully adjustable to accom-
modate early-season and bulky, cold-season clothing, and the
saddle-style leg strap design
offers added safety in the
event of a fall and more
comfort while in the stand.
This new harness is
equipped with new super-
quiet, rubber-coated leg
strap buckles that are
stronger and smaller than
those used in previous
styles.

The Ultra Lite is compatible
with all Hunter Safety
System accessories includ-
ing the Lineman’s Climbing
Strap, Lifeline and
Suspension Relief/Deer Drag
Strap, making it a great
choice for those looking for
a lightweight, affordable
and packable safety har-
ness. Contact Hunter Safety
System at (877) 296-3528.

Many hunters are now choosing to use a life-line which allows
them to remain safely attached while ascending and descend-
ing a tree as well as when on stand. Here a hunter is sliding a
prussic knot up the rope as he ascends the tree.

This hunter is
using a Hunter
Safety System
safety vest and
lineman’s belt as
he prepares to
install his tree-
stand. This combi-
nation allows the
wearer to use
both hands while
remaining safely
attached to the
tree. While line-
man’s belts can be
purchased sepa-
rately and used
with most vests
Hunter Safety
System includes
one with each vest
they offer.
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nance workers climbing a pole or a
lumberjack climbing a tree using a
lineman’s belt. The belt, or rope in
the lumberjack’s case, is attached to
either side of a waist belt and assist
the worker in climbing or descend-
ing a tree or pole. The lineman’s belt
also allows the person to lean back
against the belt when it is necessary
to use both hands for work. 

The safety vests sold for hunters
normally have D-ring attachments
on either side of the waist belt that
allows for the attachment of a line-
man’s belt. While the lineman’s belt
can be used for both ascending and
descending a tree it also makes
installing steps, a ladder or a hang-
on stand not only safer but much
easier by supporting the hunter
while leaving his hands free. The
only problem with a linesman belt
occurs when the wearer encounters
a limb. The linesman belt must be
disconnected and placed above or
below the limb, depending upon the
direction of travel, and reattached
leaving the user temporally unpro-

tected. However a second linesman
belt can be attached above or below
the limb, again depending upon
direction of travel, before the first
belt is removed keeping the user
protected at all times. While some
vests now come complete with a
lineman’s belt they can also be pur-
chased separately.

CLIMBING SYSTEMS
Taking treestand safety to the

next level are the climbing systems
offered by several manufacturers.
Basically these systems consist of a
safety rope 20 to 30 feet long with
sliding prussic knot. The prussic
knot it is a knot that can be easily slid
along the safety rope when the pres-
sure is in line with the rope but as
soon as any force is applied at an
angle to the knot it immediately
locks in place. Once attached to the
tree above the stand the system
allows the hunter to connect his vest
tether to the prussic knot while on
the ground. By sliding the prussic
knot the hunter can ascend to his

stand, complete his hunt and return
to the ground by sliding the prussic
knot down the rope while descend-
ing. The hunter remains attached to
the safety rope at all times. In the
event of a slip or fall while ascending
or descending or in a fall from the
stand the prussic knot locks up pro-
tecting the hunter. Climbing system
ropes can be used in combination
with any safety vest or full body har-
ness. 

AUTOMATED 
CLIMBING SYSTEMS

While the rope climbing systems
require the hunter to physically slide
a prussic knot along the rope as they
move the retractor system by
Integrated Safety called the FallGuy
automates this action. FallGuy’s
retracting device contains 20 feet of
seat belt style webbing and is
designed to be placed above the
treestand. The retractor has a light-
weight cord that is attached to the
retracted webbing and that is long
enough to reach the ground. When
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Like all treestand manufacturers, Big Dog Treestands recom-
mends an inspection of the treestand prior to each use and the
replacement of the ratchet straps used to fasten the stand to
the tree on a regular basis. Dealers who stock replacement
ratchet straps can realize brisk sales as customers replace or
add new straps to their stands.

Big Dog
Treestands has
added a Locator
Light to its line of
accessories. The
light can be
turned on with a
remote control
device as the
hunter approach-
es their treestand.
When mounted
properly the light
not only shows the stands location but can also provide light-
ing for a safe ascent of the tree. For more information on Big
Dog’s complete line of products call (309) 263-6800.

www.fallguysafety.com 866-477-6723
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the hunter arrives at his stand he
simply pulls the cord down until he
can grasp the carabineer buckle
attached to the end of the webbing.
The carabineer is then attached to
the tether on the wearer’s full body
harness. 

As the hunter climbs the tree the
retractor continuously retracts the
webbing. Once in the stand the
hunter does not need to make any
adjustments as the retractor feeds
out or takes in webbing in accor-
dance with the hunters movements.
This is an excellent feature as it
keeps the tether length to a mini-
mum regardless of the hunter’s posi-
tion allowing complete freedom of
movement with maximum safety. As
the hunter climbs down the tree the
retractor feeds out webbing until the
hunter is once again safely on the
ground and removes the carabineer

from his full body harness. At that
time the webbing automatically
retracts into the housing mounted
above the tree stand while trailing
the light cord that can be used to
again pull the carabineer and web-
bing from the housing and down to
the user when required. 

A great feature of the automatic
retractor is the fact that it continuous-
ly plays out or takes in slack webbing
as the hunter moves in the stand or
when climbing. This action allows for

complete freedom of movement
while keeping the length of free web-
bing at a minimum at all times. In the
event of any sudden movement, such
as a fall, the retractor senses it imme-
diately and locks up the webbing sim-
ilar to the action of a seat belt retrac-
tor. This action virtually eliminates
any physical drop greatly reducing the
associated shock. By eliminating the
drop the system also keeps the hunter
close to the stand making it easy to get
back on the stand or climbing device.   

To install the Fall Guy 20 foot automatic
retractor from Integrated Safety the
hunter slides the unit ahead of him as he
ascends the tree while the carabineer is
attached to his safety harness keeping
him protected from a fall. Because the Fall
Guy “locks up” almost instantly when it
senses a quick movement, such as a fall,
the actual drop is minimal keeping the
wearer close to his ladder, steps or stand,
making recovery easy. For complete infor-
mation on Fall Guy retractors and safety
vest call (248) 495-2713.

When a hunter reaches the base of a stand with a Fall Guy retractor installed he simply
pulls down the web tether from the retractor by using the light line attached. After
attaching the safety harness to the tether the hunter is protected from ”ground to
ground” as the web retracts and plays out depending upon the movement of the hunter
as they ascend or descend the tree.

•HUNT MORE LOCATIONS
•QUIETER, EASIER, SAFER

STAND HANGING

•PREVENT TREESTAND THEFT

•SAVES YOU MONEY
•EASY TO INSTALL ON 

YOUR STAND

•LIFETIME WARRANTY 

Don’t struggle installing and removing your stand –
Hang it, Move it, Protect it with the Hang-On Buddy.

Dealer Inquiries Welcomed.
For information contact:
Predator Innovations • 877-831-1525

HangOnBuddy.comMade in USA
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SUSPENSION 
RELIEF SYSTEMS

Although a full body harness is
designed to prevent the wearer from
being injured in a fall, remaining
suspended for a period of time, pos-
sibility as short as 15 minutes, can
cause blood pooling which can lead
to unconsciousness, blood clotting
and eventually death unless the
pressure from the harness leg straps
can be relieved or reduced.
Suspension Relief Systems are
designed to relieve the pressure of
the straps on the legs allowing the
hunter to remain suspended for an
extended period of time until emer-
gency assistance arrives. These sys-
tems are normally a length of rope
which is attached to the waist strap
of the harness forming a loop about
ankle level. This allows the wearer to
place his feet on the loop and by
applying a downward pressure
relieve the pressure of the harness on
the upper thighs. This release of
pressure will allow blood flow to
resume to normal levels. 

Suspension Relief Systems

should be kept on the hunter’s per-
son so in the event of a fall it is read-
ily available. Suspension Relief
Systems are included with some har-
nesses and are also sold separately
making excellent safety accessory
items to offer the customer. 

TREE DESCENT SYSTEMS
While a safety system is designed

to prevent injury to the wearer in the
event of a fall simply hanging there
until help arrives is not always an
option. In the event of a fall Tree
Descent Systems are designed to aid
the hunter in getting safely to the
ground. Several rope versions are on
the market that will allow the hunter
to lower himself to the ground if he is
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Muddy Outdoors President Larry Kendall said, “We like
to say that our Safeguard harness is so easy to use and
wear that you will wear it. A safety harness is not good
if it is in the garage when you are in the woods up a
tree.” The Safeguard harness is lightweight tipping the
scales at a mere 1.9 pounds. It comes complete with a
linesman’s belt and binocular holster. The Safeguard
comes in three adult sizes as well as a youth model for
youngsters as light as 55 pounds. For information on
all of Muddy Outdoors products call (877) 366-8339.

To make installing
climbing sticks easier
and safer Muddy
Outdoors sells Easy
Climb Hooks which can be added to the waist strap of
the Safeguard harness. The climbing sticks can then
be hung on either side of the wearer as he ascends the
tree.

Muddy Outdoors
offer the lifeline,
used to keep the
hunter attached to
the tree while
ascending and
descending as well
as in the stand, in
two different mod-
els. The single life-
line is for the single
hunter and a double
lifeline for the situa-
tions when two
hunters are hunting
from a single stand
or two stands with
one above the other
as often occurs
when filming.

Muddy Outdoors treestands are attached
to the tree with one ratchet strap at the
top of the stand and a stabilizing cinch
strap at the bottom of the stand. Muddy
Outdoors recommends replacing the
straps every three years. While extra
straps can be purchased from Muddy
Outdoor dealers, if the customer returns
their straps to Muddy Outdoors they will
receive new straps at no charge.
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unable to reach his stand, step or
ladder. These units are normally sold
separately for those customers who
desire to keep all their options open
and be prepared in the event of an
emergency. 

MECHANICAL 
DESCENT SYSTEMS

Mechanical descent systems like
the one manufactured by Hunter
Rescue, called the Self-Recovery Fall
Arrest System, make the job of get-
ting to the ground after slipping off a
stand quick and easy. The Hunter
Rescue System is complete with full
body harness and a lever controlled
self locking cam system that attaches
to the tree above the stand. In the
event of a fall the wearer is suspend-
ed at the end of the harness tether
similar to any other harness system.

However the Self-Recovery System,
unlike other systems, allows the
wearer to use a rope, which is
attached to the self locking cam sys-
tem, to disengage the lock. This in
turn allows the rope to slowly feed
through the mechanism and lower
the hunter safely to the ground. 

SELLING TIPS
The public is becoming better

educated concerning the safety
issues involved with hunting from an
elevated platform. Many dealers do
not aggressively market safety relat-
ed items, probably because they are
not as much “fun.”  However items
such as vests, climbing ropes and
systems and other safety related
accessories can provide a generous
profit stream and should not be
ignored. There is a built in obsoles-

cence with safety gear as the TMA
recommends replacing all vests and
full body harnesses after a fall or
every five years. Manufacturers also
recommend replacing all straps on
treestands and ladder stands on a
regular basis. The time period varies
with the manufacturer but averages
are between one and three years and
provide a built in market for the
dealer that reminds their customers
of these recommendations.

A display using a mannequin
dressed in camo wearing a safety
vest is an excellent way to catch your
customers’ attention and remind
them of the need to wear the proper
safety equipment. If you have a tree-
stand display add a mannequin out-
fitted with a full body harness teth-
ered to the tree. Another idea might
be to show a mannequin hanging to
the side of the tree using a suspen-
sion relief system or descent system.
These displays not only bring the
safety devices to the attention of the
customer but are also an excellent
training aid when explaining how
the safety devices work. 

Posting a copy of the TMA’s Tree
Stand Safety Guidelines in a pre-
dominant area near the treestands is
also a good idea. Another considera-

PHOTO LEFT: Hunter Rescue’s Self-Recovery Fall
Arrest System not only ensures the hunters safety in
an elevated stand but makes the job of descending to
the ground in the event of a fall quick and easy. The
system allows for a controlled descent as the user
pulls on a control rope attached to a self-locking cam
system. In the event the user panics and does not
release the control rope to properly apply the brake a
built in override limits the rate of descent to deliver
the user safely to the ground. For complete informa-
tion on the Self-Recovery Arrest System call (205) 222-
5346.

The self-locking cam system is the heart
of Hunter Rescue’s Self-Recovery Fall
Arrest System. Attached to the tree with a
web strap the hunter connects the sup-
plied full body harness to the delta screw
link. All components are made in the USA
with the exception of the delta screw link
which is manufactured in France by
Maillon, a world renowned manufacturer
of safety equipment.
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tion is checking periodically and
posting the latest treestand associat-
ed recalls where your customers can
easily see them. This list of recalls is
available on TMA’s web site
www.tmastands.com. Making this
list available is a good way of educat-
ing your customers and showing you
care about them not only as a cus-
tomer but as a person as well. 

When a parent comes in to buy a
hunting bow for their daughter or
son it is always good to inquire if
they intend to hunt from an elevated

stand. If so ask if they have the prop-
er safety equipment. No responsible
parent wants to put their child at risk
and all they sometimes need is a
gentle reminder. Guaranteed if the
mother is present, one of her major
concerns will be safety of her young-
ster and cost will be no object. 

SUMMARY
Treestand safety awareness and

the related safety products can pro-
vide the dealer with some attractive
add-on sales opportunities as well as

provide a terrific service for the cus-
tomer. However it would be foolish
to not be aware of the liability associ-
ated with treestands and associated
safety products. Therefore it is
important for the dealer to remem-
ber that although the manufacturer
is ultimately responsible for the
product safety the dealer needs to
reduce their liability risk by taking
some simple steps.

Always advise the customer to
wear a full body harness and remain
connected to the tree when using a
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Treestand Manufacturers Association Tree Stand Safety Guidelines 
ALWAYS wear a Fall-Arrest System (FAS)/Full Body Harness meeting TMA Standards even during ascent and descent.

Be aware that single strap belts and chest harnesses are no longer the preferred Fall-Arrest devices and should not be
used. Failure to use a FAS could result in serious injury or death.

ALWAYS read and understand the manufacturer’s WARNINGS & INSTRUCTIONS before using the treestand each
season. Practice with the treestand at ground level prior to using at elevated positions. Maintain the WARNINGS &
INSTRUCTIONS for later review as needed, for instructions on usage to anyone borrowing your stand, or to pass on when
selling the treestand. Use all safety devices provided with your treestand. Never exceed the weight limit specified by the
manufacturer. If you have any questions after reviewing the WARNINGS & INSTRUCTIONS, please contact the manu-
facturer.

ALWAYS inspect the treestand and the Fall-Arrest System for signs of wear or damage before each use. Contact the
manufacturer for replacement parts. Destroy all products that cannot be repaired by the manufacturer and/or exceed
recommended expiration date, or if the manufacturer no longer exists. The FAS should be discarded and replaced after
a fall has occurred.

ALWAYS practice in your Full Body Harness in the presence of a responsible adult, learning what it feels like to hang
suspended in it at ground level. 

ALWAYS attach your Full Body Harness in the manner and method described by the manufacturer. Failure to do so
may result in suspension without the ability to recover into your treestand. Be aware of the hazards associated with Full
Body Harnesses and the fact that prolonged suspension in a harness may be fatal. Have in place a plan for rescue, includ-
ing the use of cell phones or signal devices that may be easily reached and used while suspended. If rescue personnel
cannot be notified, you must have a plan for recover/escape. If you have to hang suspended for a period of time before
help arrives, exercise your legs by pushing against the tree or doing any other form of continuous motion. Failure to
recover in a timely manner could result in serious injury or death. If you do not have the ability to recover/escape, hunt
from the ground.

ALWAYS hunt with a plan and if possible a buddy. Before you leave home, let others know your exact hunting loca-
tion, when you plan to return and who is with you.

ALWAYS carry emergency signal devices such as a cell phone, walkie-talkie, whistle, signal flare, PLD (personal loca-
tor device) and flashlight on your person at all times and within reach even while you are suspended in your FAS. Watch
for changing weather conditions. In the event of an accident, remain calm and seek help immediately.

ALWAYS select the proper tree for use with your treestand. Select a live straight tree that fits within the size limits rec-
ommended in your treestands instructions. Do not climb or place a treestand against a leaning tree. Never leave a tree-
stand installed for more than two weeks since damage could result from changing weather conditions and/or from other
factors not obvious with a visual inspection.

ALWAYS use a haul line to pull up your gear and unloaded firearm or bow to your treestand once you have reached
your desired hunting height. Never climb with anything in your hands or on your back. Prior to descending, lower your
equipment on the opposite side of the tree.

ALWAYS know your physical limitations. Don’t take chances. If you start thinking about how high you are, don’t go
any higher.

NEVER use homemade or permanently elevated stands or make modifications to a purchased treestand without the
manufacturer’s written permission. Only purchase and use treestands and Fall-Arrest Systems meeting or exceeding
TMA standards. For a detailed list of certified products, contact the TMA office or refer to the TMA web site at
http://www.tmastands.com.

NEVER hurry!! While climbing with a treestand, make slow, even movements of no more than ten to 12 inches at a
time. Make sure you have proper contact with the tree and/or treestand every time you move. On ladder-type treestands,
maintain three points of contact with each step.
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treestand or ladder stand, to read
and observe the manufacturers
instructions and watch the enclosed

Safe Treestand Hunting Strategies
DVD now packaged with treestands
and harnesses that are in compli-

ance with TMA standards.
Advise the customer if

they do not understand the instruc-
tion they should contact the manu-
facturer directly for clarification
before using the product. It is also
advisable to provide the customer
with a copy of TMA’S Treestand
Safety Guidelines for his reference.
These guidelines can be printed
from the  website at www.tmas-
tands.com. A copy of this informa-
tion has also been included as a side-
bar for convenience. 

This feature is intended to pro-
vide some guidelines for considera-
tion when selling treestands.
ArrowTrade and the author are not
legal authorities and it is strongly
suggested that any dealer with ques-
tions as to their personal liability in
regard to the sale of treestands, lad-
der stands or related safety devices
contact their insurance agent and
legal counsel for guidance.

Editor’s Note: In addition to his
editorial planning and writing duties
with ArrowTrade, John Kasun is an
outdoor seminar speaker and a busi-
ness consultant with experience in
corporations large and small. He can
be reached at 126 Acorn Lane,
Duncansville, PA 16635, by phone at
(814) 695-5784 or by email at
kasun@atlanticbb.net.

One of the most dangerous times for a
bowhunter is as they move between the
last step and the stand where a slip could
be catastrophic. To make this transition
easier and safer Cranford Manufacturing
has developed the EZY SAF-T-GRIP.
Designed to provide a solid
no-slip grip it allows the
hunter to move between
ladder or step and stand
with confidence. Light
weight and easy to install
the EZY SAF-T-GRIP serves
double duty as a bow or
equipment hanger. For
more on Cranford
Manufacturing’s products
call (704) 209-1817.

Summit Treestands’s new Seat Of the Pants FastBack
Deluxe safety harness combines its popular compact,
tangle-free and light-weight safety harness design with
large pockets ideally located to keep important gear
within easy reach. A new accessory for all of Summit’s
safety harness this year is an add-on chest strap
designed to keep the shoulder straps from falling off of
the wearers shoulders when the harness is worn on the
outside of outer garments. For information on all of
Summit’s safety gear call (256) 353-0634.

With Summit’s Climbing
System rope and sliding prus-
sic knot the hunter is protect-
ed from the moment he
leaves the ground until he
comes back down.
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