
Igot my first information on the
2010 crossbow models while
hunting in Ohio last fall with Paul

Penix, a PSE Regional Sales Manager
who put on a presentation for our
entire group. Penix had brought a
wicked-looking PSE TAC-15 along
with news of three new crossbow
models.

Introducing a crossbow that was
designed to mate to the lower receiv-
er from an AR 15 rifle was more than
a way to appeal to the legions of AR 15
fans, Penix said. By using the stock
and trigger assembly from that popu-
lar firearm style the firm didn’t have
to design a trigger capable of holding
the crossbow’s high weight. “We use
an archery release that travels down
the track as you crank it back,” Penix
said. He showed us how the striker
from that trigger in turn fired the
release once the trigger was pulled,
just like it would hit the firing pin if it
was mated with firearm components.

“If you’ve got a 2 pound trigger pull
on your rifle and can shoot a 1 inch
group with it at 100 yards, well, you’ve
still got a 2 pound trigger pull on your
TAC-15 crossbow.”

The TAC-15 uses a long, 26-1/4
inch arrow that incorporates a
beefed-up version of a conventional
nock. The integral release connects to
a special heavy duty string loop.
Instead of gliding along a track, the
arrow is held on the string by the nock
while the front end is supported by a
Whisker Biscuit rest. The TAC-15
introduced at the 2009 ATA Show in
Indianapolis would fire a 425 grain
arrow at 402 to 412 feet per second,
company representatives told me
there, with power and accuracy sur-
passing many other models. The long
17-3/4 inch power stroke and 155
pound peak weight helps generate
around 150 foot pounds of kinetic
energy.

Penix said there are an estimated
12.5 million AR 15 rifles in America,
and the owners are “accessory fanat-
ics.” They can view the TAC-15 as
another way to enjoy their favorite
rifle. The TAC-15 front end includes a

picatinny rail, to accept hundreds of
different accessories from hog lights
to bayonets.

After targeting gun owners with
the original $1,299 model, Penix said
PSE came back for 2010 with an inte-
grated model, the 8-pound TAC-15i,
that’s designed to sell for $1,599. It
also developed a pair of scaled down
versions, the TAC-10 and TAC-10i,
that use a shorter 14 inch draw length
and lighter 145 pound peak weight
that gives them a 340-350 fps speed
rating. The TAC-10i tips the scales at
7.8 pounds, has an 17 inch axle-to-
axle length at brace height and nar-
rows down to 12.5 inches at full draw.

Those new models should prove
popular in his own Michigan sales
territory, Penix noted, as that state
limits crossbow arrow speeds to 350
fps. That doesn’t mean the TAC-15
and TAC-15i models are illegal, just
that you’d want to set them up with a
heavy arrow to stay within the limits
of the law. PSE TAC arrows are the
only arrows approved for use with
these crossbows, Penix added, but a
Beman ICS 400 shaft will slip nicely
inside them and will lower arrow

Sampling the 2010 Market

The PSE TAC Crossbows lack a foot stirrup since
they’re cocked only with the use of a detachable
crank. The TAC 10i at left and and 15i above are
complete units which include a PSE fashioned pistol-
grip stock that adjusts for length. Like the original
TAC-15, the new TAC-10 (at right) is designed to
mate to a AR 15 rifle’s lower receiver and  stock.
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speed to 340 fps, while carrying great
penetration potential. You can get
more details on the 2010 crossbow
line from your PSE Regional Sales
Manager or by contacting the Tuscon,
Arizona manufacturer at (520) 884-
9065.

Darton Archery
I was using a Darton Lightning

Crossbow on that hunt at Jeff Neal’s
Fox Hollow Farm, another model that
easily exceeds Michigan’s 350 fps rule
unless you mate it to a heavy arrow.
Darton President Rex Darlington
designed it with a long 17 inch power
stroke and 175 pound peak weight, a
combination that pushes a 475 grain
arrow at 362 fps. Darton recommends
the composite Surge shaft from
Carbon Express for Michigan
bowhunters, as that helps build a 525
grain arrow that flies at 346 fps and
carries 140 foot pounds of kinetic
energy.

I had used that same Lighting on
a spring turkey hunt where it rained
every day, and I’ll admit the 30 inch
tip-to-tip width and 38-plus inch
length made for a lot of bulk to carry
through muddy fields. Once in the
blind, you couldn’t want a more pow-
erful, accurate crossbow, particularly
if you had a shooting stick to help

steady and support the front end.
At the 2010 ATA Show in

Indianapolis, Darlington and his
National Sales Manager, Ted
Harphram, showed me a compact lit-
tle brother to the Lightning. The new
Serpent Crossbow has the swept back
limb design Darton has been using
on its vertical bows, helping to reduce
width by a full third over the
Lightning. The Serpent is just 20 inch-
es wide at brace height, and 16-3/8
when you cock it at the end of the 13
inch power stroke. The shorter power
stroke means total length is just 35.5
inches. Darton designed this cross-
bow to safely handle a much lighter
arrow than the Lightning. That mag-
num model must have a minimum of
460 grains of total arrow weight to
avoid voiding the warranty, while the
compact new Serpent is rated at 320
fps with a 22 inch long 425 grain
arrow. 

Darton designed the Serpent
with the same type of machined alu-
minum frame and Teflon impregnat-
ed metal arrow track as its big broth-
er. But where you have to remember
to manually engage the safety on the
Lightning, the safety is automatically
set when you draw the string past the
anti dry-fire mechanism and into the
trigger latch on the new Serpent. 

While the TAC crossbows from
PSE are designed for cocking with a
crank, Darton crossbows offer the
hunter three options. You can cock
them by hand, with an inexpensive
rope cocking aid or with an optional
crank-cocking accessory that slips
into a slot at the back of the molded
stock.

As much as I like the Darton
Lightning, I had to agree with
Harphram and Darton’s marketing
consultant, Bruce Ryan of Ryan
Outdoors, that the Serpent was likely
to sell in much larger numbers. It has
plenty of power for whitetail hunters.
The narrow width and shorter length
will make it easier to handle in a tree-
stand or blind. The fact that it carries
a suggested retail price of $699, $200
less than the Lightning, is also a big
point in its favor. Finally, Darton is
dipping the riser and limb cups on
the Serpent in a camo to match the
forend and pistol-grip style stock,
adding to the shelf appeal.

The Serpent was introduced after
Darton’s 2010 catalog was printed,
but you can get all the specs on-line
at dartonarchery.com or by contact-
ing the manufacturer in Michigan at
(989) 728-4231.

TenPoint Crossbow
Technologies

TenPoint has been a strong sup-
porter of ArrowTrade’s scientific
crossbow test program, participating
in the January issue with the
Defender CLS from the lower-cost 6
Point Series and then again in March
with the premium Phantom CLS.
You’ll find the four-page test results
starting on pages 118 and 162 respec-
tively. If you didn’t save your back
issues, the articles are available
through both of our websites, at
arrowtrademag.com or, for dial-up,
arrowtrademagazine.com.

for Horizontal Archery Gear
By Tim Dehn
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2010 Darton Serpent shown
with optional scope. The deep
forend grip keeps hands well
clear of the string.
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This issue I’d like to turn the spot-
light on the company’s newest model,
the TurboXLT. The CLS in the tested
crossbows refers to Compact Limb
System, a TenPoint innovation that
allowed a much more  compact
crossbow as it swept the limbs back
toward the user. But where the bows
we tested measured a trim 17 inches
when cocked, the Xtreme Limb
Technology of the new TurboXLT
drops that down to just 13.5 inches.
That’s due in part to shortening the
limbs by an inch over the CLS coun-
terparts. Those 11 inch limbs, like
the 12 inch limbs on  the CLS mod-
els, now have an additional uniweft
laminate skin reinforcing them on
the compression side, a product of
Gordon Composites that contains
multidirectional continuous glass
fibers. The limbs are drawn over a
12-inch power stroke and the cross-
bow is rated at 315 fps with a 420
grain arrow, producing over 90 foot
pounds of kinetic energy.

I had a chance to handle the
TurboXLT at the Kinsey’s Dealer
Show in late February, and noted
how light it felt in hand. Ounces
saved in crossbow design can feel
like far more, particularly if the engi-
neers can trim them from the front
end. National Sales Manager Randy

Wood pointed out that while the
Defender CLS and Phantom CLS
combine a molded stock and alu-
minum barrel, the TurboXLT has a
one-piece stock molded of a tough
Verton polymer. “When we first did a
molded stock and barrel with our
Titan model, we expected there
would be some accuracy loss in
changing from a metal barrel to a
molded one,” Wood acknowledged.
“We found there was actually very
little.” Durability hasn’t been an
issue either as it would be rare for a
user to shoot enough arrows to even
wear through the clear-coat and
camo covering the Verton barrel.

Engineers trimmed more weight
by giving the newest model a detach-
able aluminum foot stirrup rather
than machining the stirrup as part of
the riser assembly. The result is a

crossbow that weighs 7-3/4 pounds.
Due to the sharp string angle

induced by the compact limb design,
this is not a crossbow where your
customer would be comfortable
cocking the 180-pound draw weight
by hand. TenPoint is offering it in
two versions, set up with the crank-
style ACUdraw at $999 or the rope-
style ACUdraw 50 at $899. Both cock-
ing aids are integrated into the stock
of the crossbow and the crank on the
former is the only part you’ll need to
carry in a pouch or pocket.

Wicked Ridge Crossbows
Randy Wood and Regional Sales

Manager Rick Coe were introducing
the Wicked Ridge by TenPoint line to
Kinsey’s retailers who order cross-
bows through the Mt. Joy,
Pennsylvania distributor. While
TenPoint brand crossbows are
American made, Wood said the
Wicked Ridge line uses some
imported components so it can
compete at the price points where
Horton and Barnett are so strong.

The $399 Warrior and $499
Invader use more basic molded
stocks than the Titan or Turbo, but
they’re still reinforced with a metal
rod that reaches all the way from the
riser to the trigger box. Machined
limb pockets, synthetic cables and a
3.5 pound trigger pull are key fea-
tures. The Invader includes a rope-
style ACU-52, but to save on assem-
bly costs it has to be mounted by the
consumer.

Reach TenPoint at its Ohio head-
quarters by calling (330) 628-9245.

Parker Crossbows
I got briefed on Parker’s new

crossbows and Red Hot crossbow
accessories at the ATA Show, by Paul
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While it
works on other
crossbow designs for the
future BowTech has distilled its
Stryker brand down to this single
StrykeForce model, which it says offers
unmatched speed and kinetic energy
among crossbows priced under $1,000. Reinforced limbs designed to withstand greater
tension allow for a 190 pound draw weight resulting in speeds of 385 fps and 140 foot
pounds of kinetic energy. The StrykeForce features Binary synchronized dual cam tech-
nology, with reinforced cams to allow for a higher draw weight and let-off. Binary Cams
are cams slaved to each other, resulting in perfect timing. Other features include a
Teflon coated string hook to enhance string life, WhisperTech string stops for added
stealth, military weaver rail for after-market accessories and an adjustable pistol fore-
grip. The StrykeForce is available with an optional accessory package that includes a
multiple reticle red-dot 1x30 scope, four matched 425 grain bolts with field tips, detach-
able sling and hip quiver. With or without the accessory package, this powerful crossbow
comes with a rope-style EZ2Draw Cocking Aid. We’re showing the StrykeForce in the
Next FLX Digital camo finish but  Realtree Hardwoods HD is also available. Reach the
manufacturer in Oregon by calling (541) 284-4711 .

The accessory package sold with the
Turbo XLT includes the 3x Pro-View Scope
shown mounted here, a four arrow detach-
able quiver and three pack of aluminum
arrows. There is also an instructional DVD,
retention spring silencer and decal.
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An “Xtreme Limb Technology” 
variation of TenPoint’s premium-
performance family of CLS models.

Introducing the

Radically Compact
13.5-inch from axle-to-axle when cocked.

Lightweight and Balanced
Only 7LB. 11OZ. and perfectly balanced. 

Quiet
Like its CLS predecessor it produces an 
uncommonly quiet shot.

Affordable
Designed and manufactured to deliver 
high-end performance, at an accessible price.

NEW!
for 2010

www.tenpointcrossbows.com

315 FPS*

180 LB. Draw Weight

92.5 FP Kinetic Energy*

* 420 grain arrow

Handle and shoot the NEW Turbo XLT
at your local dealer.
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Vaicunas. “We think crossbows are
moving toward lighter, more com-
pact designs that don’t sacrifice per-
formance,” he said as he showed me
the new Cyclone Express. At 35-3/8
inches this model is 2 inches shorter
than the original Cyclone, primarily
due to a reduction in barrel length,
yet still shoots 340 fps with a 400
grain carbon arrow. The 175 pound
draw weight works over a 12-1/2
inch draw length. 

“Our top of the line crossbows all
use the Inverted Cam Technology,”
Vaicunas said. “We pull our string off
the front of the cam versus the back.”
That means the distance from the
front to rear of those fairly large
cams adds to the length of the power
stroke.

Like the original Cyclone, this
Cyclone Express has a tactical style
adjustable stock with pistol grip.
They are easy to hold onto thanks to
the use of a Soft Touch finish on the
NextG-1 camo. Parker has made this
model quieter with the addition of
twin stopper-style string silencers,
that are anchored in the machined
riser and that project back toward
the string. 

Parker’s minimum advertised
price (MAP) for the Cyclone Express
is $799.95. Five different packages
are available, including one that

pairs the crossbow with a nifty Pin
Point Scope. Branded under the Red
Hot accessories line, the Pin Point
offers a big 30mm light-gathering
tube design and variable power from
1.25-4x. When you apply the appro-
priate speed tape to the turret, you
can dial in the exact range to the
game, so there’s no need to hold over
or under with the illuminated center
point. The MSRP on the scope,
which like the company’s crossbows
and bows is backed by Parker’s
Lifetime warranty, is $299.95.

Two new entry-level crossbows
have been added to the Parker Line,
which in its 2010 marketing is
emphasizing its “Made in
America” heritage. The
BushWacker 150 and Enforcer
160 are based on a new skeletal
stock design which, in its out-
line, borrows from the geome-
try of the Tornado. While the

Tornado combines a
polymer stock with
aluminum barrel,
these models have a
one-piece polymer

stock and barrel. 
The Tornado was the company’s

leading seller in 2009 and is priced
from $699.95 this year. Parker is pric-
ing the BushWacker 150 from
$299.95 while the fully-camoed
Enforcer goes for $100 more. Even at
these prices your customers are get-
ting the same G2 trigger used on its
best crossbows, an all-metal design
that incorporates both an auto-
engaging safety and an anti dry-fire
device. You can get more informa-
tion on Parker Crossbows and Red
Hot accessories by calling the
Virginia firm at (540) 337-5426.

Two views of the new Cyclone Express 175
from Parker Crossbows. The axle-to-axle
width is 21.5 inches. The length is 35-3/8 from
stirrup to the rear of the adjustable stock, in
the shortest position. Below you can see the
new Pin Point scope, with a speed tape
applied to the ranging turret. Tapes covering
280 to 380 fps are included.

Parker Crossbows rates the
new Enforcer 160 at 300 fps
with a 400 grain arrow.
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1

PowerTouch™ Trigger
Patented trigger technology 

offers a 3.5 lb pull, the 

smoothest and quietest in 

the industry.

2

DFI™ The industry safety 

leader which prevents 

firing the crossbow without 

an arrow.

3

ACU-52™ New quick-install, 

sleek, patented, integrated, self- 

retracting rope cocking system 

that is unmatched in the industry.

305FPS 180LB. Draw Weight 86.8FP KE

2
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Barnett Crossbows
Barnett Outdoors is now part of

the Synergy Group whose other out-
door brands include Evolved
Habitats, Wildgame Innovations and
Flextone Game Calls. Founded over
50 years ago by Bernard Barnett,
Barnett is staying competitive in the
middle and lower ends of the market
where pressure from imported
brands is toughest. The company
moved from Odessa, Florida to a
much larger production facility in
Tarpon Springs, Florida, a couple
years ago and its U.S.A. made prod-
ucts range from a new Jackal that
you can sell for as little as $299 to a
new Buck Commander that retails
for $599.

The Jackal has a 150 pound draw
weight working over a 12 inch power
stroke to produce 105 foot pounds of
energy. Barnett designed a sleek,
military style stock for it and includ-
ed a picatinny rail for easy mounting
of accessories. Even at this price
your customer will get the compa-
ny’s new ADF MIM trigger, with

metal components molded through
the MIM process allowing a 3.5
pound trigger pull. The stirrup and
and bolt retainer spring are over-
molded with a tough polymer, a
process Barnett refers to as AVi. 

That anti-vibration layer is also
“anti-noise.” In fact Barnett esti-
mates the full AVi treatment on the
Buck Commander (including limbs)
means noise is reduced by up to 30
percent. The manufacturer worked
with the Buck Commander video
team to create the new crossbow,
calling it “The culmination of
Barnett's optimum features in a

crossbow combined with a sleek
progressive design in a more com-
pact ergonomic frame.”

The Barnett Buck Commander
shoots 365 fps and packs 129 foot
pounds of energy.  The limbs are
built from Gordon Glass that’s been
laminated in the Dave Barnsdale
facility. They’re then over-molded
with the AVI technology Barnett
introduced earlier on the Predator,
Quad and Revolution models.

While the Predator weighs 9
pounds, Barnett’s Buck Commander
is a more trim 7.9. The crossbow  has
a 150-pound draw weight, also
lighter than the 175 pound draw on
the Predator. Barnett says the new
aluminum flight rail for the Buck
Commander will allow for extreme
precision shooting and increased
durability. Its patented shoot
through foot stirrup offers increased
power and speed by extending the
power stroke to 15 inches, close to
the 16 inches you get on the more
powerful Predator.

Barnett uses gas assisted mold-
ing to create voids in the composite
stock, allowing the firm to design
rounded stocks that are as light or
lighter than the competitor’s slab-
sided stocks.  The Buck Commander
stock will accept a crank cocking aid,
and the crossbow ships standard
with an all new illuminated 3x32
magnified scope that Barnett says
allows you to have the illumination
of a red dot sight with the efficiency
and accuracy of a multi-reticule
scope. 

Barnett has 10 crossbow models
for 2010. For a copy of the 2010 cata-
log or to request dealer pricing infor-
mation call the Florida firm at (727)
234-4999.

Barnett Buck
Commander
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