
During my hunting career I
have never been “lost” even
though several times I had

no idea where the heck I was. I
reserve the word lost for those times
when I don’t know where I am but if
I don’t get out I’m going to die. For
most hunters who have been “tem-
porarily confused” it is seldom life-
threatening but it can sure be incon-
venient. I remember on two separate
occasions when I was hunting new
territory and entered the property in
the dark and thought I knew exactly
where I was. However after bagging a
deer on both trips and dragging it for
three hours on what should have
been a one hour drag I realized it was
not going to be a good day. Both trips
ended with an exhausting drag and
many unnecessary hours spent
going up and down hills trying to fig-
ure out where I parked my truck.

The introduction of the GPS sev-
eral years ago changed that but
because many of the models are
capable of doing so much they can
also be confusing and intimidating
to the average low-tech user. What is
required by hunters most of the time
is simply; where am I, where is my
treestand and where did I park my
truck? 

I have a full featured GPS that
allows me to store several hundred
waypoints, back track my route and
provides multiple information layers
on speed, direction, as well as specif-
ic latitude and longitude readouts. It
is great for wilderness trips or to map
out multiple tree stand locations on
a large piece of property. However
for 99 percent of my hunts I just need
to know where I am in relationship
to my truck or hunting camp. Even
when hunting on familiar property I
have found myself at the end of a
track with a downed animal in a
swamp or overgrown thicket. Getting
back to my truck many times

involves navigating around some
deep gullies, hills or patches of water
concentrations often in the dark.
While I may be aware of the general
direction knowing specifically where
I am heading makes the job a lot eas-
ier. Equally as important is the situa-
tion where I may lose a blood trail
and have to return at a later time.
Being able to mark that position
exactly saves a lot of time and frus-
tration on the return trip. Both of
these situations are ideally suited for
today’s simplified GPS’s like
Brunton’s Get-Back.  

The Get-Back is small and light-
weight measuring approximately
2.75 inches by 1.5 inches by .5 inches
thick.  The Get-Back allows the easy
input of three waypoints and shows
the shortest route to any of those
points at the press of a button con-
stantly adjusting the direction arrow
as the user moves. This means as you
navigate around obstacles in your
path the Get-Back makes a continu-
ous adjustment to keep you on track
as well as indicating the distance
remaining. 

For example, let’s assume you
erect a treestand you intend to hunt
at on some future date. To mark the
location simply input it into the Get-
Back. At a later date when you park
your truck outside the area you
intend to hunt you input the truck
location into the unit and then select
your treestand location. The Get-
Back will now show the direction
and distance to your stand allowing
you to choose any route desired to
adjust for wind currents while con-
tinually indicating direction and dis-
tance to the stand. Let’s now assume
that while on stand you get a shot
and need to track the animal for an
extended distance. Once the animal
is located or if the blood trail is lost
you can enter that location into the
Get-Back so you can either return

with help to retrieve the animal or
continue the search. A second check
of the Get-Back now will indicate
both the direction and distance to
your stand or your vehicle allowing
you to return by the most direct
route while still being able to return
to the location of the animal or lost
trail with ease. 

Another good example of use
might be either a scouting trip or
extended stalk. Marking the vehicle
or camp location at the start of the
scout or stalk allows the user to wan-
der as desired while always knowing
the direction and distance to his
starting location. An added feature is
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Just Where the Heck Am I Now? 

The Get-Back from Brunton is an easy to
use GPS that is well suited for a large per-
centage of the bowhunter’s needs. It
allows the user to quickly identify tree-
stand location, hunting camp or vehicle.
You can also mark the spot for a downed
animal or lost blood trail.
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the ability to mark any areas that
look promising for additional scout-
ing or hunting in the future. 

One of my favorite uses for a unit
like the Get-Back is when guiding
another hunter unfamiliar with the
area we are hunting. I can give him
the GPS with nearby stand locations
as well as our common meeting
point. This allows him to hunt with-
out fear of being lost and it allows me
to relax knowing that I will not be
shouting, “Hey Joe,” after dark as I try
to locate a lost hunter. 

The Get-Back is accurate to with-
in 12 feet and stores three waypoints
which are easily changeable as
desired. The unit is back-lit for ease of
use during day or night and gives an
audible beep when within 30 feet of
the desired destination. It also has a
built in digital compass that can be
used with or without satellite access.
The unit’s display can be changed to
read in feet or meters, is self calibrat-
ing with built in signal strength indi-
cator and battery life function. A
rechargeable built–in battery pro-
vides 12 hours of continuous “on” use
and the battery is easily recharged
with the included USB cable. 

For the convenience of those
desiring more flexibility when hunt-
ing the backcountry Brunton offers a
great companion piece with its new
Restore portable power pack. The
Restore is an integrated hybrid

charger keeping
extra energy at
hand even in
remote locations. 

The Restore can
be charged from a
computer with a
USB cord, from a
pickup or ATV with
DC adapter or by
using the built in
twin solar panels.
These panels use
advanced polycrys-
talline solar tech-
nology that gathers
maximum energy

per inch for optimum efficiency. 
The Restore is great for charging

electronics like cell phones, iPods,
electronic compasses and GPS units
such as the Get-Back. Weighing in at
a mere 8.6 ounces and combined
with its water resistant housing the
Restore can be easily stowed in a
backpack for extreme hunting con-
ditions. The internal rechargeable
lithium polymer battery is conve-
nient for holding a charge for later

use and the built-in battery indicator
shows the amount of power remain-
ing. The Restore also has a built-in
LED task light that is convenient for
those in-camp tasks where a little
light is needed such as when locating
an item in your pack in a dark tent.     

The Get-Back and the Restore
are affordably priced high quality
items that are useful to the hunter
and outdoorsman. They will appeal
to the high-tech customer as well as
be easy to use for those low-tech,
often older bowhunters. They make
great add-on sale items and excel-
lent gift suggestions. For more infor-
mation call Brunton at (307) 857-
4700. 

Editor’s Note: In addition to his
editorial planning and writing duties
with ArrowTrade, John Kasun is an
outdoor seminar speaker and a busi-
ness consultant with experience in
corporations large and small. He can
be reached at 126 Acorn Lane,
Duncansville, PA 16635, by phone at
(814) 695-5784 or by email at
kasun@atlanticbb.net.

By Business Editor John Kasun

The Restore by Brunton is a compact hybrid charger that allows
the hunter to charge electronic devices in the field.
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