
Writers and scholars count
on “Webster’s New World
Dictionary” to define

words and settle spelling debates.
Civic groups and school boards

turn to “Robert’s Rules of Order” to
establish their meetings’ parlia-
mentary procedures.

Archery manufacturers consult
the “Archery Trade Association’s
Technical Guidelines” to determine
industry norms for everything from
thread dimensions on bolts and
inserts, to proper procedures for
defining a compound bow’s speed,
draw length and let-off percentage.
This 66-page, spiral-bound booklet,
which was updated in 2008 and
republished in 2009, contains 22
ATA-approved essential guidelines
for manufacturers. ATA members
can also download the entire book-
let for free from archerytrade.org
(go to “Login” on the homepage,
then click on the menu tab,
“Technical Guidelines.” If you’re
only interested in an individual
guideline, you’ll also find links to
each of the 22. In addition, printed
booklets are still available. To pur-
chase these booklets, email
info@archerytrade.org, or contact
the ATA at (866) 266-2776.

Many of the ATA’s technical
guidelines originated more than 50
years ago during the era of Earl Hoyt
and Fred Bear. These archery indus-
try pioneers and their contempo-
raries recognized the value of com-
panies working together to set uni-
form guidelines that benefit not
only manufacturers, but the dealers
and consumers who sell and buy
their equipment.

That teamwork continues today
through the ATA’s 16-member
Technical Committee, which regu-

larly reviews and updates industry
guidelines. The current guidelines
were revised by representatives of
Hoyt, Mathews Inc., Precision
Shooting Equipment, Bear Archery,
Easton, Eastman Outdoors, BCY
Fibers, Gordon Composite,
Saunders, Summit Treestands, Sure
Loc Archery Products and Norb
Mullaney, an independent engineer
who writes bow reviews for
Bowhunting World magazine.

ATA Board member Dave
Gordon, a technical sales consultant
for Gordon Composites Inc., chairs
the ATA Technical Committee.
Gordon has served on the commit-
tee since its inception more than 25
years ago. During the first 18 years,
he worked alongside Mullaney, the
committee’s original and longtime
chair, until Mullaney stepped down
in 2004.

“The committee’s intent is to
hang our competitive hats at the
door when we get together to work
on behalf of the industry,” Gordon
said. “Whether our work concerns
bows, arrows, mounting holes or
string-serving diameters, it’s impor-
tant to have uniformity between
companies so customers don’t get
frustrated,” he said.

Gordon said the Technical
Committee does its best work when
its 16 members represent companies
from across the industry. After all,
today’s archery equipment is more
advanced than the gear built by the
sport’s “founding fathers” a half-cen-
tury ago. The technical guidelines

have required regular additions,
reviews and updating, especially
since the compound bow revolu-
tionized the market starting in the
1970s.

“We’re always hoping to get
knowledgeable people to serve on
our committee, especially a compa-
ny’s principals who have an engi-
neering background,” Gordon said.
“The committee needs representa-
tives from all facets of the industry.
Manufacturers like Hoyt, PSE and
Darton have been on the committee
since its inception, but our work pro-
vides valuable experience for every
company, no matter how long
they’ve been around.”

Gordon believes it’s in every
company’s best interest to serve on
the committee. “It’s not our intent,
and it has never been our intent, to
hurt a company’s creativity and
ingenuity,” Gordon said. “It’s to every
company’s benefit to find out what’s
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ATA Technical Committee
Seeks Members

By Pat Durkin, ATA Contributing Editor

As archery equipment evolves, so too
must the industry’s Technical Guidelines.

If you’d like more informa-
tion on how to get involved in
the ATA’s Technical Committee,
please contact the ATA office
toll free at (866) 266-2776.
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going on. If our committee were to
start steering a guideline in a direc-
tion that hurts someone’s innova-
tion, they could explain the problem.
We could be overlooking something,
and squeezing a company without
realizing it. That’s why widespread
contributions are so important.”

Determining Bow Speeds
Perhaps the Technical Commit-

tee’s most significant revision of 2008
was the guideline for determining
the ATA’s velocity rating for com-
pound bows. The revision came in
response to advertised bow speeds
that can’t be duplicated indepen-
dently in the woods or on the range
for instance. In some cases, adver-
tisements touting bow speeds don’t
even specify which rating system the
manufacturer followed.

This often causes problems for
archery dealers and customers who
believed the extraordinary claims.
After learning their bow shoots
arrows 50 feet-per-second slower
than its factory-advertised speed,
unhappy archers revisit their local
pro shop or store, believing they
bought a defective bow. 

“When people are looking for a
new bow, we tell them right up front
what they can expect for speed,”

H.A. LaRue, owner, Sportsman’s
Choice Hunters Pro Shop, Knoxville,
Tennessee. “It’s a matter of honesty. I
think that costs us some sales, but I’d
rather lose the sale up front than try
to explain later. I don’t want to get
caught up in that.” 

Randy Walk, president of Hoyt
and past-chair of the Technical
Committee, says the ATA’s speed
guideline is as consistent as shoe
sizes. “The ATA guideline allows
dealers and consumers to make reli-
able evaluations between models
and brands,” Walk said. “We hoped it
would bring more compliance from
all manufacturers, but the problem
remains more than two years later.
Lots of manufacturers are still creat-
ing their own shoe sizes. They’re not
only ignoring the ATA guideline,
they’re not telling anyone how
they’re determining their speeds.”

Walk said noncompliance hurts
the industry’s image and long-term
credibility. “Working together and
agreeing on guidelines are part of
our industry’s heritage,” he said.
“The Technical Committee invited
all bow manufacturers to participate
in the 2008 review. We made sure
everyone knew about it, but a lot of
them never attended or gave us
input. ATA guidelines have helped
consumers make informed choices
for decades. That’s difficult to do
unless everyone follows the guide-
lines.”

Look for the Logo
To help boost awareness of its

technical guidelines, the ATA has
developed a logo manufacturers can
affix to packaging for their bows,
arrows and accessories. The logo will
let dealers and consumers know the
products they’re buying meet the
ATA’s technical guidelines. Likewise,
if they see product packaging with-
out the logo, they can ask which
guidelines the manufacturer fol-
lowed.

Walk believes dealers and con-
sumers wield the ultimate power.
“We need them to understand the
ATA has a consistent guideline for
their benefit,” he said. “If they see
advertised bow speeds that aren’t
produced by the ATA guideline, they

should pressure the manufacturer to
do the right thing. They should insist
on knowing how each bow was
rated, and how that test compares to
the ATA guidelines.”

David Kronengold, vice presi-
dent of engineering at PSE and a
member of the ATA’s technical com-
mittee, said dealers and consumers
must drive compliance because the
ATA cannot force manufacturers to
follow industry guidelines.

“The ATA is an industry organi-
zation, an association; it’s not an
enforcement agency,” Kronengold
said. “It legally cannot issue stan-
dards and enforce them, and realisti-
cally, it’s not staffed to enforce
them.”

Kronengold said retailers and
consumers have reason to be angry
by unsubstantiated bow speeds. He
said some companies mis-state bow
speeds by up to 25 feet per second.

Useful Guidelines
In addition to the bow speed

guideline, there are 21 others. All

Dave Gordon, a technical sales consul-
tant for Gordon Composites Inc., chairs
the ATA Technical Committee. The commit-
tee meets annually the day before the ATA
Trade Show.
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guidelines help dealers and con-
sumers make valid comparisons
between products, and make
archery a little less complicated for
consumers. “The ATA’s Technical
Guidelines are a great tool for man-
ufacturers, as well as dealers and
consumers,” Gordon said. “They
required a lot of work by the com-
mittee, but the results were worth
it. If anyone has questions about
how to measure draw lengths, bow

weights, arrow speeds, the guide-
lines provide the answer. These are
the industry’s benchmarks, and I
really encourage everyone in the ATA
to get on board with them.”

Gordon said that’s what moti-
vates committee members to coop-
erate so much, year after year. He
encourages people to volunteer for
the Technical Committee, or attend
its annual meeting the day before
the ATA Trade Show.

“We do our work in the open,” he
said. “We invite anyone to walk in
and participate. These are valuable
sessions where industry peers can
learn from each other, and point out
advantages and obstacles the rest of
us might not have considered. And it
really isn’t the big time-consumer
some people fear. We usually meet
only once a year, and we can do most
of our other work over the phone
and through email.”
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When archery dealers analyze the ATA Technical
Guidelines for determining bow speeds, they often ask
why it specifies a 30 inch draw length, a tied-on nock
set, and a 350 grain arrow for a 70 pound draw weight.

They note that most archers today have draw
lengths closer to 29 inches, shoot draw weights closer to
60 pounds than 70 pounds, and attach an array of
accessories to their bowstrings. Further, their arrow
weights average 425 to 450 grains.

Randy Walk is president of Hoyt and chaired the
ATA’s Technical Committee when it revised the bow-
speed tests for the 2009 Technical Guidelines booklet.
Walk said the ATA’s speed guideline allows dealers and
consumers to make precise comparisons between bow
models, no matter the manufacturer.

In contrast, some manufacturers advertise bow
speeds based on International Bowhunting Organization
(IBO) regulations. Walk said IBO regulations simply
define what archers can shoot in tournament competi-
tion. These rules weren’t intended as a ratings guide for
consumers. IBO doesn’t have a draw-length requirement,
and it only restricts bow weight to an 82-pound maxi-
mum. As a result, one bow can be rated at various draw
lengths and for as much as 82 pounds.

“If you use IBO rules to compare bow speeds, you
don’t get apples-to-apples comparisons. You get a fruit
bowl,” Walk said. “ATA guidelines lock down the critical
factors for making informed comparisons.”

Walk said it’s impossible to predict what customers
will use for accessories, so bows must be rated “as is”
when removed from their shipping box.

The Technical Committee went with the 30 inch
draw and 70 pound weights because that’s where most
historical data on compound bows were developed and
maintained. They went with 350 grain arrows because
that has become the unofficial standard weight for bow
testing.

“I agree the more realistic specs would be a 29 inch
draw length, 65 pound draw weight, and 450 grain arrow,”
Walk said. “But that’s a discussion for the second hurdle.”

He said the first hurdle is getting all manufacturers to
follow the ATA’s guideline. “This gets fixed when all man-
ufacturers get on the same playing field,” he said. “Right
now, they’re all over the place. I’d love to see retailers tell
manufacturers they’ll only stock bows from companies
following ATA guidelines. Mass retail pressure would get
us over the first hurdle.”

And the second hurdle? It’s a perfect example of why
every manufacturer should get involved in the ATA’s
Technical Committee. Have a voice and drive the out-
come. If you’d like more information on how to get
involved in the ATA’s Technical Committee, please con-
tact the ATA office
toll free at (866)
266-2776.

Understanding ATA Speed Ratings 

A downloadable version of The ATA
Technical Guidelines is now free to mem-
bers. Go to “Login” on archerytrade.org,
then click on the menu tab, “Technical
Guidelines.”
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