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Archery is proving to be quite
the lure for attracting more
young people and families to

National Wildlife Refuge (NWR) and
National Fish Hatchery (NFH) prop-
erties nationwide.

Mitch King, ATA’s director of gov-
ernment relations, believes archery
and bowhunting are particularly
valuable for refuges near urban
areas. 

“The ATA recognized years ago
that the Fish and Wildlife Service
(FWS) is uniquely positioned to get
kids off the couch and outside shoot-
ing arrows,” King said. “Because it’s a
federal agency, the Service reaches
youths and families nationwide. No
other agency or organization has
such a well-established network of
land, staff and programs to reach our
nation’s young people and teach
them skills for appreciating wildlife
and natural resources.”

To further enhance the seven-
year-old ATA and FWS partnership,
the two organizations partnered
with the Easton Sports Development
Foundation and USA Archery (gov-
erning body of the Olympic Archery
Committee) to hold an Archery
Academy, August 9-11, at the
Service’s National Conservation
Training Center in Shepherdstown,
West Virginia.

The three-day academy attract-
ed 18 FWS employees and volun-
teers, and was led by Werner Barz of
the training center’s Division of
Education Outreach. This was the
first pilot course that the FWS has
presented using archery as a public
outreach tool. Helping Barz were
ATA staff members Jennifer Mazur,
archery and bowhunting programs
manager and Emily Beach, educa-

tion and research
manager.

Barz said the
training capitalizes
on archery’s grow-
ing popularity, and
uses bowhunting to
introduce young
people to broad
conservation con-
cepts. In addition to
certifying the par-
ticipants as Level 1
archery instructors,
the course helped
them learn skills
that improve the
wildlife viewing and
photography oppor-
tunities of young
people.

The instructors, five in all, intro-
duced the FWS staff to archery gear,
shooting techniques, safety precau-
tions and range-construction plans.
The course also featured the ATA’s
Explore Bowhunting curriculum,
which was developed with a grant
from the Association of Fish and
Wildlife Agencies and the FWS.
Explore Bowhunting was designed to
recruit young people into hunting by
teaching basic skills for bowhunting,
photography and wildlife while
enjoying the outdoors.

Versatile 
Educational Programs

Jennifer Bailey, a participant
from the FWS’s Genoa National Fish
Hatchery in Wisconsin, signed up for
the Archery Academy because
archery and bowfishing will supple-
ment the hatchery’s youth-based
programs. Those efforts already
attract hundreds of young people

each year to its Children’s Butterfly
Garden, and to events like free fish-
ing days in spring and ice fishing in
winter.

“Archery is a great way for kids to
get involved with nature,” Bailey
said. “Bowfishing could be so fun at a
fish hatchery. This will go well with
our outdoor classroom and kids’
fishing day.”

Sallie Gentry, from the
Willamette Valley National Wildlife
Refuge complex in Corvallis, Oregon
also sees archery as a great way to
build bridges between the outdoors
and urban areas.

“I’m really excited to see this new
emphasis on introducing our com-
munity to archery and, by extension,
bowhunting and bowfishing,” she
said. “I can easily make the connec-
tion from archery to hunting, sports-
manship, ethics, wildlife observa-
tion, conservation and manage-
ment, wildlife behavior and natural
history. It appeals to boys and girls of
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A US Fish and Wildlife employee steadies the arm of a young
archer preparing to shoot.
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virtually any background or ability
level. This is another great program I
can put in my repertoire to get peo-
ple outside and connected to
nature.”

In addition to training FWS staff
in archery and how to host archery-
based events for families and young
people, the National Conservation
Training Center has helped FWS facil-
ities nationwide promote archery and
bowhunting. Besides introducing
archery to government employees
and other organizations, the center
taught archery skills to young people
from Philadelphia, Baltimore and
Washington, D.C., who were chosen
for the EPA’s Student Environmental
Develop-ment Program.

The National Conservation
Training Center also provided fund-
ing for FWS facilities in Oregon to
acquire an archery kit for their “SAY
GO” (Sharing Archery with Youths in
the Great Outdoors) program and in
Texas to host Outdoor Adventure
Camps, which feature introductions
to archery, hunting, tracking and
other outdoor activities.

To show it practices what it
preaches, the center held a
Bowhunter Proficiency Shoot in
mid-September for people wishing
to bowhunt the facility’s 533-acre
property during the 2011 archery
deer season.

“As stewards of the property that
comprises the National Conserva-
tion Training Center campus, we
welcome our conservation partners
in the hunting community and the
West Virginia Department of Natural
Resources in our annual deer hunt,”
said Jay Slack, the center’s director.

Academy Paying Dividends
The Archery Academy is already

paying dividends at refuges and
hatcheries that sent staff members
to the training opportunity: 

In Oklahoma, staff at the Deep
Fork NWR plan to incorporate
Explore Bowhunting in their annual
Archery Day event next year, and the
FWS’s Tulsa office will include
Explore Bowhunting in its Urban
Archery program. Further, the Salt
Plains NWR has already hosted a
Level 1 instructors course since
returning from the Archery Academy
class.

In Arizona, staff obtained a
National Conservation Training
Center grant to launch the National
Archery in the Schools Program
(NASP) for a “Let’s Move! in Indian
Country” in cooperation with the
Bureau of Indian Education and
Arizona Department of Fish & Game.
Slack said this initiative will work

with schools to provide a follow-up
program to NASP, keeping young
people engaged in archery. 

Meanwhile, at Arizona’s Bill
Williams National Wildlife Refuge,
staff has embraced Explore
Bowhunting and sees its potential to
help launch a hog-hunting program
for youths.

King said it’s gratifying to see
how aggressively the ATA and the
FWS staff is working to include
archery in their public-outreach pro-
grams.

“It takes a lot of energy and plan-
ning to put on an Archery Academy
like the one at the National
Conservation Training Center, but
you don’t know if it’s worth the effort
until everyone goes back to their
home office and puts it to work,” he
said. “When you look at the list of
accomplishments in the six weeks
following the Academy, it’s obvious
FWS staff are highly motivated.
They’re proving they know how to
put the archery industry’s federal
excise tax dollars to work.”

Furthering the Cause
The Academy is a strong exam-

ple of the vital partnership forged by
the ATA and the FWS since the two
organizations signed a Memor-
andum of Understanding (MOU) in
September 2004. The long term goal
of this MOU is to develop and imple-
ment all types of archery and
bowhunting programs on refuges,
and to effectively manage federal
excise taxes paid by archery manu-

100

• Better accuracy right now
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Watch the Square-Up video on our website

SquareUpArchery.com    (860)-663-3949

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service employees learn about archery equipment repair at a
recent Archery Academy in West Virginia.
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facturers and distributed by the FWS
to state wildlife agencies.

Since 1975, federal excise tax
paid on bows and arrows has con-
tributed more than $400 million to
state conservation programs. These
taxes are collected by the Internal
Revenue Service and distributed to
state agencies under the USFWS
Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration

Program. States use the money for
several purposes, including NASP,
Explore Bowhunting, bowhunter
education and training, urban and
special hunts, and efforts to develop
and maintain shooting ranges.

Archery Academy is made possi-
ble through an Easton Foundations
grant to the ATA. The ATA regularly
partners with agencies, schools,

retailers, park and recreation depart-
ments, and state and local organiza-
tions to expand archery opportuni-
ties for people of all ages and ability. 

For additional information on
Archery Academy, Explore
Bowhunting or the ATA’s community
archery efforts visit www.archery-
trade.org or call toll free (866) 266-
2776.

Last November, the ATA hosted an Archery Academy
in the city of Cullman, Alabama. The academy attracted
30 adult participants, primarily from 17 Alabama com-
munity park and recreation departments. Among those
participants were three Birmingham park and recreation
staffers. They liked the class and, even better, became
attracted to the idea of infusing archery into their own
park and recreation program. To do so, they needed
more staff trained in instructing archery. This gave way
to an Academy, held in August, provided primarily to the
City of Birmingham staff.

“The significance here is the fact that Alabama’s
state wildlife agency has been trying to get something
archery-related going in Birmingham,” said Michelle
Doerr, the ATA director of archery and bowhunting pro-
grams. “Then, to suddenly have these folks show up at an
Academy in November and now, to see a group of takers
in Alabama’s largest city excited about archery, it’s a big
swing.” 

In a sense, archery used the Archery Academy as its
viral carrier and rode it into new, urban territory. Given
the ATA’s community archery strategy, urban territory is
targeted territory. Cullman (the site of the first Alabama
Archery Academy) has a population of more than 15,000.
By contrast, Birmingham’s population is roughly 1.2 mil-
lion, approximately one quarter of the state’s population.
This urban center represents a hot target thanks to its
density and number of potential archers. 

Birmingham Academy Quick Facts:

1. More than 25 people attended the Academy.
2. Alabama Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries hosted

the Academy; four agency staff led the effort.
3. Several attendees, who came to the ATA’s first

Alabama Academy in Cullman, helped teach some of the
training stations.

4. Birmingham plans to purchase additional equip-
ment kits (the city won a kit at the November Academy
held in Cullman). Additional equipment will allow the city
to provide archery programs at select city recreation cen-
ters.

5. Archery Academy is made possible through an
Easton Foundations grant to the ATA. The ATA regularly
partners with
agencies, schools,
retailers, park
and recreation
departments, and
state and local
organizations to
expand archery
opportunities for
people of all ages
and ability.

Birmingham’s Archery Academy Jump Starts Sport 

The Archery Trade Association and the US Fish and Wildlife Service partnered with the
Easton Sports Development Foundation and USA Archery (governing body of the
Olympic Archery Committee) to hold an Archery Academy, August. 9-11, 2011.
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