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Mild weather helped boost the turnout for the 
annual ATA Show, which took place this year 
from January 10-12 at the Greater Columbus 

Convention Center in Columbus, Ohio. An Archery Trade 
Association report detailing participation appears on the 
previous pages. We're starting our show � oor coverage here 
with scenes from the ARRO Show, the popular buying group 
show that traditionally precedes the ATA Show by two days 
and which took place in one of the large ballrooms at the 
convention center.

That's where we found Brunton's Joel Bell (lower left) 
talking to independent retailers about the Real Deal Hunting 
Partner Program designed to make them more pro� table. Bell 
started his 30-year career in the archery industry as a pro shop 
owner, and when he joined the Wyoming � rm this past year 
as a National Sales Manager, he started work on a program to 
give more pricing support to the speciality retailers Brunton 
needs to carry its products. Bell established a new pricing � oor, 
called Minimum Retail Pricing or MRP. About 70 percent of the 
company's products have an MRP, and they're only available 
to Real Deal Hunting Parners who sign an agreement to sell 
at or above that level. Retailers have to commit to a $5,000 
opening order, but that can be any mix of Brunton and Primus 
products. They get free freight on that opening order and net 
180 day terms. A package of merchandising support products 
valued at $1,702 is sent free to the retailer including displays, 
banners and metal signs. Dealers also receive a $400 credit 
toward local advertising costs, redeemable after they show 
the advertising invoice. However, the most important thing 
retailers receive, Bell said, is healthy margins. They'll earn 40 
points if they price Brunton optics, portable power, lights or 

navigation aids at Minimum Retailer Price, Bell said, a full 50 
percent (sometimes called a keystone markup) if they price 
them at MSPR. Brunton partners can reorder from the fac-
tory and get free freight at the $1,000 level, or they can order 
Brunton merchandise along with their regular orders from 
Pape's, Kinsey's, Jake's and Lancaster Archery Supply. Those 
four archery distributors get a weekly update from Brunton 
listing dealers who have been accepted into the program, as 
well as any who are being dropped because of violating the 
agreement they signed.

To encourage more hunting retailers to carry the com-
pact backpacking stoves, lanterns, cutlery and mug sets, the 
Brunton Group has developed a Primus Adventure Center 
Display. When loaded the 73 inch tall display measures just 31 
inches across. The display is free when you order the merchan-
dise it carries, and the merchandise itself is priced at a hefty 
discount under normal dealer cost. Like the Brunton brand, 
Primus has more than a century of tradition behind it. For 
more information, reach the manufacturer at (307) 857-4700.

BIGshot is introducing big range targets in 36, 41 or this 
48 inch size. Like the little 14 inch square Crossbow Discharge 
Target owner Al Perilli is holding, these targets are stu� ed with 
a long-lasting synthetic material. The range targets have a 
corrugated plastic frame and a duramesh nylon screen on the 
front to help keep arrows in place for scoring. 

Don't think UPS is going to bring you one of these: The 
48 inch model weighs 450 pounds and three of them can � t 
on a pallet for trucking. The heavy weight is part of why these 
targets last so long, Perelli said. "That's the key to all of our 
targets, we put more inside them." 

Though it is known for bag targets, BIGshot got its start 
with foam broadhead targets and is 
returning to that arena with the intro-
duction of the BIGshot Transfomer. It 
uses planks of three di� erent foam den-
sities so you can rearrange the layers 
and adjust them to arrow speed. You 
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can also buy replacement 
planks to renew the target's 
shot up layers, Perelli said. 
Reach his � rm at (888) 651-
0029.

GhostBlind has new 
extenders for its original 
Predator blind. Chet Burdette 
showed us how the scalloped 
mirrored panels slide in place 
easily to give more coverage 
for the tallest hunters who 
are using the big four panel 
Predator. The extenders are 
sold in sets of two. 

We asked Greg 
Thieman (at right) 
to demonstrate 
how the Predator 
blind can be easily 
carried on the back 
in an optional car-
rying case. In his 
hands he has the 
Runner, a much 
smaller six panel 
blind intended for 
turkey and coyote 
hunters who typi-
cally will be seated 
on the ground 
rather than on a 
stool. This com-
pact blind weighs 
just 8 pounds and 
can be carried in 
the rear pouch of a 
turkey vest

Reach Ghost 
Blind at 877-751-Hunt.

This big display of 
Buck Wear designs is just 
a small part of the com-
pany's total. Bob Bryson  
(shown at far right) chose 
these top sellers to give 

ARRO dealers a sampling of what's available in garments that 
range from T-shirts to hats to "hoodies," or hooded sweat-
shirts. The Maryland � rm does work with distributors such 
as Pape's and Kinsey's, who do a good volume. But Bryson 
said with so many styles to choose from distributors can only 
stock the best sellers. Buck Wear makes it easy to order direct 
by requiring a minimum order of just $100. You can reach the 
manufacturer at (800) 813-7708.

The value of face-to-face contact was well illustrated at 
the Wright Blind display, where roomy two-person blinds 
were demonstrated to fold up into compact, easy to carry 
units. Paul Wright (shown above) prefers to use this two-
person blind when bowhunting from a treestand, since it 
provides plenty of room to draw a bow. This large blind and 
a smaller single person blind mount to the tree on its own 
folding hardware, so it's easy to switch from tree to tree 

or to adapt for use at ground level. 
The mounting brackets are also sold 
separately, so a customer can easily 
transfer the two-ply, rubber backed 
blinds between multiple treestands. 
Email your inquiry to russell@zoomin-
ternet.com.

Stacey Adair was at the ARRO 
Show in the Columbus Convention 
Center to represent Xtreme Hardcore 
Gear. This new accessory brand was 
introducing premium accessories that 
are all designed to be lightweight 
and to give the bow better balance. 
Adair is the sales manager for the 
new brand and drew our attention 
to new quivers made to � t within 
the pro� le of the Z-Series bows from 
Mathews. Innovative mounts let 
you mount them in a position that's 
behind and in from the typical quiv-
er position. Naturally they are out-
� tted with Harmonic Dampers from 
Mathews. Stabilizers from this � rm 
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can be mounted conventionally or on o� set mounts that 
help to balance the weight of quiver and sight. There's also 
a new V-Twin Arrow Rest where the arrow glides on Te� on 
guides. Reach Adair (shown above) and his colleagues in 
Idaho at (208) 746-7065.

Scott Parrish came to the 
ARRO Show and the ATA Show 
that followed it with new pack-
aging from FirstString. The 
large package he is holding at 
right is a complete set, hold-
ing both string and cables. The 
three smaller ones are new 
single item packages, holding 
either a string or a  cable. They 
are 1-7/8 inches wide, this for-
mer retailer said, so they � t 
perfectly on pegboard holes 
that are typically spaced at 2 
inches.

Parrish said the accesso-
ries from his � rm are also sell-
ing very well. The company 
makes peep sights, super-
durable string silencers and 
cable slides that have a hole 
and a set-screw so they easily 
accommodate the cords from 
fall-away rests. To reach the 
ordering department for this 
Indiana � rm call (972) 774-0300.

At the nearby 30-06 Outdoors display, Kevin Polish was 
talking with Mark Wagner of Archery Field and Sports in Des 
Moines, Iowa about the company's Ladder Stand 2nd Man. 
The company is better known for its cases and the Snot line 
of lubricants and waxes, but Polish said sales were strong 
in recent months for this unique treestand accessory. The 
kit includes leg anchors with pivots, a sturdy ratchet and 

plenty of heavy duty web-
bing. With it one man (or 
woman) should be able to 
safely erect a ladder stand. 
Polish (above left) said not 
only does it take the sweat 
and hard work out of plac-
ing a stand by hand, you 
are safer with this approach 
because you leave the unit 
in place, holding the stand 
against your chosen tree, 

until the stand's own anchoring straps are in place and 
tightened. The same accessory is useful for hanging and 
butchering game.

For dealer pricing on the Ladder Stand 2nd Man and 
information about the company's new Fletch Weld and 
Insert Weld adhesives, reach the Ohio � rm at (614) 409- 
9300. 

Pine Ridge Outdoor Products keeps developing 
new archery accessories that it can produce in the same 
40,000 square foot Illinois plant that is a big supplier to 
the model airplane market. The � rm is already a big user 
of silicone tubing for fuel lines, so now it's U.S. vendor is 
also supplying the silicone tubing used in the company's 
new wrist slings. Unlike woven or fabric slings, the tubing 
won't absorb odor and the eight bright colors let hunters 
and target shooters dress up their bows. Pine Ridge has 
another local vendor machine an aluminum bracket for 

the sling in a way that you can adjust both sling angle and 
length with ease, and the tubing has enough body to hold its 
shape while the bow hand slips inside it.

Brian Bychowski said the single most popular item right 
now is the company's combo pack. It includes a 1/4 inch peep 
sight with silicone alignment tubing, a kisser button and pre-
mium string loop. Everything is color-matched, and the pack-
age includes a spare piece of tubing even though this silicone 
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tubing won't rot the way older rubber tubing did.  While the 
suggested retail price for the package is $13.95, a lot of deal-
ers install the accessories and charge $19.95 for the set. 

The company's ability to mold colorful plastic compo-
nents is re� ected in new Nitro stabilizers in 5-1/2 and 7-1/2 
lengths. The multiple components are all isolated by shock 
reducing 0-rings and plastic accent rings are included in mul-
tiple colors so a person can choose a personal color scheme. 
Flexible Shock Blades project from the end and those too can 
be purchased in a range of colors. The main body of the stabi-
lizer is available in Tactical Black, Lost Camo or Next G1 Vista. 
In the photo above, Jim Broberg is holding the Combo Pack 
and one of the new Nitro Stabilizers, while Brian Bychowski 
has a bow decked out with many of the � rm's American-made 
accessories. Reach Pine Ridge at (877) 746-7434. 

Bohning is also taking advantage of its manufacturing 
experience to build, rather than import, archery hard goods. 
The quiver Karen Abrahamson 
is holding lower left is the new 
Chameleon model, available in 
three or � ve arrow models. Its 
components were all molded 
at the company's plant in Lake 
City, Michigan and the molds 
were made in the company's own 
adjoining tool and die shop. The 
quiver uses a skeletal stem of 
tough polycarbonate, which o� ers 
the strength of metal and lower 
weight. Chameleon is named for 
the ability you have to match a 
customer's bow camo by replac-
ing the snap o�  panel from the 
hood. Each of the eight camo 
choices comes with a replacement 
panel in a carbon � ber pattern, for 
times when the customer prefers 

a "blacked out" look. Replacement camo plates are also sold 
individually. Next to Bohning's director of administrative 
services is a � ve arrow Chameleon in the Lost Camo pattern, 
then at the right is the same quiver converted to a Mossy Oak 
pattern. 

Abrahamson said Bohning is building the tooling now for 
a new Chameleon designed for mechanical heads, a quiver 
that has a slimmer hood to � t tighter to the bow. Like the 
original, it will use vented, dual "angle load" arrow retainers 
that securely handle all shaft sizes. Find out more by calling 
Bohning at (231) 229-4247.  

Below, Delta/McKenzie Sales Manager Jacob Stark had 
his hands full explaining that Iowa � rm's new products. He's 
holding the Bulzeye, which looks like a painted slab of log 
set up against a stump. The two-piece molded foam target 
was designed for knife-throwing, hence it's rustic design, 
but you can easily � ip up the lower portion of the package if 
you prefer a modern col-
ored archery target. On 
the table  are two new 
Kill Zone targets. These 
compact and a� ordable 
targets represent just 
the kill zone of common 
game animals. The Deer 
Kill Zone was introduced 
last year and this year 
there are boar and tur-
key models, with the 
boar having bear vitals 
molded into one side, 
hog vitals on the other. 
That's a new deer tar-
get as well, a Cross Buck 
designed for corssbow 
use that has the easy-
pull, self-healing foam 
that had been reserved 
for the higher end 
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McKenzie 3-D targets in the 
past.

Stark said the company 
has � nished merging the Delta/
McKenzie brands and will pres-
ent them as a single line now. 
"That should give us some 
more horsepower for advertis-
ing," he said.

For more information 
about all the targets and 
decoys from this Iowa � rm, call 
(800) 708-0673.

Skip King of Apple Archery
(at left) was set up near other 
brands under the Field Logic 
umbrella, since Apple Archery 
was acquired by the Wisconsin 

� rm toward the end of December. Apple's two largest presses 
were still being built at the former Apple Archery headquar-
ters in Pennsylvania, but King said the long-range plan was to 
move all the production to Field Logic's facility. King helped 
develop much of Apple's existing product line, and said the 
sale should be a plus for the Apple brand. "I think Field Logic 
will be able to grow Apple to where it should be. They have 
a great engineering department and the marketing is very 
strong."

That's King holding the Apple Archery Bowsmith tool 
that is handly for the home workshop and in-the-� eld repairs. 
Reach the new home of Apple Archery by calling (800) 745-
8190.

Vapor Trail's Jarrod Fondie used a bright pink bow to 
help demonstrate what bowhunters and competitive shooters 
like about the Limbdriver Pro V arrow rest. As the name implies 
this full clearance rest is driven by the limb. That bright pink 
cord that's relaxed at full draw has allowed the rest to come 
full upright, where it will stay to guide the arrow for 60 to 
70 percent of the shot cycle. While the rest is in this up posi-

tion, it still � oats to cush-
ion the shot, unlike most 
"fall-aways" that are rigid 
in the up position. That 
forgiveness contributes 
to accuracy, Fondie said, 
and that's why VaporTrail 
advertises that this rest 
can extend your cus-
tomer's e� ective range. 
The fact that there's no 
cord tugging on cables 
means there's no chance 
of a� ecting the timing, 
another accuracy advan-
tage for the Limbdriver 
rests. The Pro V in the 
product name refers to 
the launcher style, a deep 
V shape that most hunt-
ers prefer because it holds 

the arrow so securely. For more information, you can reach 
Vapor Trail's Minnesota headquarters by calling toll free to  
(800) 310-8110.

Sherri Bay was introducing dealers to the Spot-On prod-
ucts from Clean Shot. The company builds target points, 
broadheads and now � sh points, all containing powerful 
lasers that can be used for sighting in and aiming. The advan-
tage of a laser-sighted bow� shing arrow is that your custom-
ers can aim "spot-on" without trying to calculate how much 
below the � sh to aim because of the di� raction that occurs 
at the surface of the water. The new Laser Bow� sh Assassin 
will have a quick release point so you can remove the tip and 
clear the center hole with a cotton swab or other tool. In the 
works is a broadhead-style Gator point for bow� shermen who 
need to penetrate the hide of a alligator or the thick scales of 
an alligator gar. 

Powered by a single lightweight battery, the lasers used 
in the broadheads and � sh points had no trouble projecting 
the beam across the length of the large ballroom where the 
ARRO Show was conducted. They activate as they are drawn 
to within an inch of a riser-mounted magnet, and go o�  the 
moment the arrow is released. A single button battery lasts 
for about 100 shots, and replacement batteries are sold in sets 
of four. Set screws in the ferrule allow you to sight the laser to 
the desired impact point.

Clean Shot also sells its Hollow Point Broadhead without 
the laser components, for states where customers can't hunt 
big game with a targeting aid like this one. The company has 
plenty of testimonials about the kind of blood trail its core-
cutting broadhead produces. New this year is the company's 
Lock-N-Load inserts. Designed to replace conventional glue-in 
inserts, these inserts expand and lock in place as you turn a 
screw inside them, and are easy to reposition so you can get 
the broadhead blades lined up with your � etching. There's no 
waiting 24 hours for the epoxy to dry: Your customer can use 
his new arrows immediately with this system. We're show-
ing Sherri Bay in the photo above with the new bow� shing 
package, which includes an extension mount for the battery 
so your line can stay safely in front of the riser. Reach this 
American manufacturer at (800) 242-9023. 

Over at the A-Way Hunting Products display, Greg 
Abbas told us about new scents in the Scent-Web line. These 
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cans spray out a string 
of long-lasting, enviorn-
mentally friendly mate-

rial that you can apply to brush or ground. To the scents in 
the deer line Abbas added Testosterone Fever, which he said 
is good for all season use. There is also a new Hog She-Heat. 
Package size has increased to carry about 25 percent more, 
and each can should provide about 50 applications.

A-Way got its start in the market with hands-free grunt 
calls. Now the � rm has been licensed to apply the Lost Camo 
pattern to the Bowgrunter Plus and the Dual Grunter that 
Abbas is holding above. The Dual Grunter is a call that con-
verts from hands-free to hand-held in just moments. Reach 
the Michigan � rm at (989) 435-3879.

The last display ArrowTrade checked out during the 
ARRO Hot Show was from Lakewood Products, maker of the 
Bow� le hardside cases. In the photo upper right, Ron Hartlund 
was attracting attention with samples sewn in the striking 
Realtree AP Pink Camo. Many of the � rm's bow and accessory 
cases are available in that attractive pattern. To the left in the 
photo is a Mathew's branded Tall Series case in Lost Camo. The 
Tall Series models � t Z-Series Mathews bows from the 2010, 
2011 and 2012 model years, Hartlund said, and you can opt 
for a 37 inch case or a 41 inch case with more room 
for accessories. "We're just back from the Mathews 
Retailer Business Show," he said, "and that was prob-
ably the best show we've ever had."

The Bow� le cases open at the top and are 
designed to accept bows with quivers still attached. 
That's something customers may not realize unless 
you demonstrate one or order one of the company's 
display cases. Those display cases have a clear panel 
on the front and if you'll load them with a decked 
out bow, Hartlund said 
it will de� nitely increase 
you sales of cases from 
Lakewood Products. 
Reach the Wisconsin 
case manufacturer at 
(800) 872-8458. 

If you're a manufac-
turer or retailer interest-
ed in joining the ARRO 
buying group, more 
information is available 

from the ARRO head-
quarters in Wisconsin 
by calling (608) 835-
9060.

ATA Show 
Coverage

Tuesday, January 
10 was the opening 
of the annual three 
day ATA Show, and 
ArrowTrade's team of 
Mike Raykovicz, John 
Kasun and Tim Dehn 

were on the � oor before the retailers were admitted to get 
an early start on the main show coverage. An old friend, Jay 
Robert, welcomed Tim to the  big Tenzing Outdoors pack 
exhibit adjoining the Plano bow case displays. Jay was lured 
away this past March from Blacks Creek Guide Gear, the Idaho 
� rm he co-owned with Sandy Caster, by the chance to lead 
Plano's entrance into the premium pack category under the 
Tenzing brand name as the director of product development. 
(Blacks Creek continues in operation, and going forward plans 
to return pack production to the U.S.)  

The Tenzing line is launching with 10 packs for 2012, from 
the TZ 930 Jay designed to hold everything the average white-
tailer needs, to the big TZ 6000 VP of Marketing Bryan Emrich 
holds and could recommend for an extended wilderness hunt. 
The packs are designed to retail from $99 to $399 and they're 
loaded with smart designs and smart fabrics. For instance, the 
grid-like fabric used in high stress areas of the pack is Spectra, 
which is reinforced with the high strength Dyneema � bers 
used in bowstrings. All access points to the main pack com-
partment are marked with yellow pulls and yellow zippers. 
That lightweight pack also shown above left � ts just about 
anyone, thanks to a waist that adjusts from 24 to 48 inches 
and plenty of vertical adjustment to the suspension. Bryan's 
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big pack has a ri� e or bow 
carrier, a rain cover and a 
detachable fanny pack. 
There's a roomy meat com-
partment hidden within the 
TZ 6000 that expands when 
you need it, and � uted alu-
minum stays that are three 
times sti� er than the � at 
metal stays commonly used 
in packs of this type. 

Plano will also be intro-
ducing upgraded hard 
cases, Emrich said, and the 
pinnacle of that program 
can be seen in the light-
weight carbon � ber held 
here by Pro Sta�  Member 
KaCey Struckman. Due out 
in April, the hand-built car-
bon � ber cases are expect-
ed to retail around the $700 
mark and will have metal 
name plates that can be 
removed for engraving.

For more about the Tenzing Outdoors line, contact the 
Illinois � rm at (630) 552-3111.

Miles Fedinec helps Crooked Horn Out� itters design 
and market products, but in his other life he's a guide and 
out� tter for Atkinson Expeditions. His experience with how 
gear can help or hamper hunters in stressful situations led 
to the new Range� nder Hookup, a range� nder holster that 
can be used alone or in conjunction with the Bino-System 
the California � rm already had in the line. The RF Hookup 
carries the rang� ender on a short tether connected to a clip 
that slides along a strap. When adjusted properly, you can use 
and replace the range� nder without taking your eyes o�  the 
game animal, as demonstrated below.

Fedinec likes to wear ballcaps so the headlamps some 
hunters prefer never worked for him as the bill shades 
what you're looking at. He also � nds headlamps spook 
far more game animals because 
of the bobbing motion of the 
light, something hand-held � ash-
lights do to a lesser extent in the 

backcountry tests he's conducted. The Backpack Trail Lights 
this company sells clip to the pack straps and have a shield 
above the LEDs to keep the glare out of your eyes. Because 
they're on your torso, the light stays steady on where you're 
walking or working. The dual LEDs adjust for angle, so when 
it's time to climb you can have one illuminate your hands, 
another your feet. A spare pair of batteries come in a speed 
loader, so it's easy to switch them even in complete darkness. 
The Backpack Trail Light comes with green or white lights, 
while the Trail Light Navigator lets you switch between white 
and green. For a catalog detailing these products, bow and 
ri� e carriers, packs and shooting sticks, call toll-free to (877) 
722-5872.

Over at the Big Dog Treestands booth, VP Korrey Varwig 
(lower right on this page) showed us a popular upgrade on 
ladder stands like this two-person Stadium Series XL. As the 
BDL-1050, it's sold with a dual rail ladder construction that 
provides reassuring sti� ness as you climb to the 17.5 foot 
height. With the included blind, the box weight will run 105 
pounds.

You can save about $30 in dealer cost and 23 pounds in 
weight by ordering the companion model Stadium Series XL, 
designated as the BDL-1045. It has the 
same 500 pound weight capacity but 
uses a conventional single rail ladder. 

Both stands have a curved pad-
ded seat and curved platform that 
wraps around the tree, and they come 
with padded back-rest cushions and 
padded arm rests and shooting rails. 
For a look at many other choices in 
� xed position, ladder stands, tripods 
and quad pods, reach the Illinois � rm 
at (309) 263-6800.

Hunter Safety Systems has a new 
vest that should be popular with tree-
stand hunters, a Hybrid that has ele-
ments of Pro Series and 
the Ultralite X-Treme 
that was introduced last 
year. Jerry Wydner of 
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HSS said the Pro Series is the � rm's most popular vest since 
the multiple pockets mean most hunters won't need an addi-
tional pack. The Ultralite X-Treme is a minimalist design that 
was much cooler for warm weather wear, but o� ered zero 
pockets. This year's Hybrid looks like a Pro Series on the lower 
half, where the � rm has layered two handwarmer pockets, two 
security pockets and two large quick access pockets. But the 
upper half is the cool Ultralight style, with slim camo support 
straps carrying bino straps. Included in the vest is a adjustable 
suspension relief strap that allows you to keep blood from 
pooling in the legs if you are left hanging. That same strap 
makes a handy deer drag: we're showing it being attached to 
the rear anchor point. That's Jerry Wydner in the lower photo, 
by the new HSS Hybrid, the latest in life-saving products from 
this Alabama � rm.  Call (256) 773-7732.

Over at the Lone Wolf Portable 
Treestands booth, Bob Reggin detailed 
some of the improvements made in 
the Lone Wolf stands after the owners 

brought manufacturing from overseas back to the � rm's base 
in Edwards, Illinois. The quiet aluminum base and seat support 
are still made of cast aluminum, but a sophisticated reverse 
pressure system is now employed. The molten metal � ows in 
from the bottom of the mold, minimizing the skin that forms 
on contact with air and resulting in stronger, more � nely 
detailed castings. Look at Lone Wolf's current products and 
you'll see the webbing is thicker in the center, tapered at both 
top and bottom. On the top slip-resistant grippers are built 
in. A wolf's head is incorporated into the design, along with a 
bow holder.  

Lone Wolf stands have no welded components, Reggin 
pointed out, and every moving component is silenced by 
Te� on washers. We photographed him by the company's Wide 

T he mechanical advantage (let-o�) of 
           compound wheel technology makes sense 
           for vertical bows where the archer enjoys 
lower holding weight.            for crossbows, 
where holding weight is not a factor, wheels 
become a mechanical disadvantage.  
The “mechanical advantage” of recurve limbs.  
Let-off, the mechanical advantage afforded by 
compound technology, is important to “vertical” bows 
where the archer must physically hold the bowstring 
while shooting.  With crossbows, because there is no 
such holding, this mechanical advantage becomes a 
mechanical disadvantage.  The “wheels” represent only 
more parts to break or things to go wrong without 
offering any substantive function.  In fact, it’s just the 
opposite, the time-tested and proven recurve limbs on 
an Excalibur Crossbow offer numerous advantages 
over wheeled counterparts.  
RELIABILITY–Those who shoot crossbows for a living 
choose Excalibur and recurve limbs for their reliability 
and durability. 
If you want to know how a product performs over the 
long haul, ask those who use it in the most grueling 
situations.  In the case of crossbows, ask killer whale 
researcher Bob Pitman, who uses a crossbow 
day after day to tag killer whales…

“ We work o� small boats in Antarctica and use 
 crossbows to attach satellite tags to killer whales 
 for scienti�c research.  We need a crossbow that 
 we can rely on; one that can take a pounding in the 
 launch and stand up to the salt spray and freezing 
 cold, every day, for weeks on end.  We have tried 
 several di�erent brands over the years, but only 
 Excalibur has been up to the task.”
 
                            Bob Pitman – Protected Resources Division, 
                                                           National Marine Fisheries Service

Excalibur 
Equinox 
shown

Recurve-Limbed Crossbows are more reliable, 
more accurate, more powerful, lighter weight, 

Extremely fast and virtually maintenance free!
ACCURACY– Three times more 
wins than all other brands combined.

LIGHTWEIGHT DESIGN–
Fewer parts and streamlined design mean 
less weight to carry through the woods.

DURABILITY– There are over 250,000 
�berglass strands in an Excalibur recurve limb!

POWER– Excalibur 
Recurve-Limbed 
Crossbows have the power 
to take the biggest game!

SPEED–Faster than 
the majority of compound crossbows – 
without sacri�cing accuracy! 

LOW MAINTENANCE–Change out a string 
in just 18 seconds – without a bow press!

2335 Shirley Drive, 
Kitchener, Ontario, N2B 3X4  Canada 
Bus: (519)743-6890  |  Fax: (519)743-6964    
Email: service@excaliburcrossbow.com 
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Sit & Climb Combo II with this new optional shooting rail. He  
is carrying one of the compact Lone Wolf hang on stands 
along with the new Ladder Stick, a combination  that will let 
customers quickly hunt up to 16 feet high. Reach the manu-
facturer in Illinois at (309) 691-9653.

Tom Miller (at  lower right) and Biscuit Smith are the own-
ers of Thunder Valley Archery, and that Louisiana source 
for classic bow building and arrow building supplies is also 
the new home of Snu� er and the Magnus classic styles. The 
screw-in Snu� ers Miller is holding (along with a bamboo stave 
for bow-building) come in four weights and are spin tested 
for precision before the 
heads go in the package.  
Miller and his partner plan 
to actively market these 
cut-on-contact heads 
to crossbow users, feel-
ing their heavy weights 
(up to 185 grains) may 
improve � ight and pen-
etration with short cross-
bow arrows. Meanwhile 
they'll continue to o� er 
supplies for building 
longbows and recurves, 
and hard to � nd items like 
jigs for inletting self nocks 
into wood arrows. Reach 
Thunder Valley Archery 
by calling (337) 463-6420.

Robert Donohoe of 
Full Flight Technology 
developed the Velocitip 
Ballistic System as a way 
to help bowhunters and 
archers � nd their most 
e�  cient arrow. Tiny elec-
tronics in the � eld tip 

record performance for up to 
four shots and once the point is 
placed in the hand-held dock-
ing station, it transfers data such as speed at launch and 
impact, kinetic energy at those two points and retained 
energy. Once you connect the docking station to a computer, 
you can develop graphs that let you chart how changes in 
arrow spine, weight or � etch con� guration are a� ecting drag 
and the arc of the arrow. The original Velocitip incorporates its 
own target point, but the � rm has also developed this adap-
tor that lets you mount the electronics behind your choice of 
broadheads. Reach Full Flight Technology at (617) 448-7806.

Cranford Manufacturing keeps capitalizing 
on the � rm's ability to produce accessories that 
mount easily to the hardest trees. Built on its own 
proprietary machines, the screw threads run right 
to the tip. Dennis Hartsell showed us how you can 
press an EZY Climb Tree Step into a recess in the 
bark of a tough hick-
ory tree, and the step 
pulls into the trunk 
as if you'd already 
drilled a pilot hole. 
Cranford makes 11 
styles of steps, as well 
as bow and cross-
bow holders. It has 
trail camera holders 
equipped with ball 
mounts so you can 
pivot and pan at will. 
"We also have a sec-
ond operation cam-
era mount. A lot of 
hunters and videog-
raphers like a second 
� xed camera that can 
look over their shoul-
der, or that they can 
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turn around and look back at," 
Hartsell explained. One of the 
newest accessories built around 
that EZY screw is this com-
pact holder (left) for the popu-
lar ThermaCell insect repeller. 
Reach Cranford Manufacturing 
in North Carolina at (704) 209-
1817.

While the ATA show was 
an opportunity for Burt Coyote
to promote its reliable lighted 
nocks for bows and crossbows, 
the � rst day of the show was also 
an opportunity for the Illinois 
� rm to support the Pink Arrow 
Project headed by Mary Hale. 
A cancer survivor herself, Hale 
started the Pink Arrow Project 
back in 2006 as a way to gener-

ate funds for breast cancer research and for programs that 
aid breast cancer survivors. At present about 30 manufactur-
ers are devoting a portion of sales from selected products to 
the Pink Arrow Project. "I also wanted to give the men whose 
loved ones are battling cancer something to do besides worry 
about their wives," Hale said. "This way they can go out and 
kill a deer with a pink arrow and say 'This one's for my wife.'"

Eric and Curt Price of the Burt Coyote Company began 
working with Hale 
at the start of 2011, 
devoting a portion 
of sales on the � rm's 
new Pink Lumenok 
to this cause. During 
that single year the 
product generated 
$15,085 and a sym-
bolic award of the 
check was made 
during the 2012 ATA 
Show. Joining in the 
presentation were 

(left to right in the phoito below) Terry Drury, Eric Price, Mary 
Hale, Curt Price, Jim Crane and Mark Drury. The Drury brothers 
have been using the Pink Lumenok on their televised hunts. 
For more information about the red, green or pink Lumenoks 
from Burt Coyte, call the � rm at (309) 358-1602. If you'd like to 
know more about the Pink Arrow Project, Mary Hale's phone 
number is (608) 449-4306.

The growing popularity of game cameras keeps attract-
ing manufacturers to that market segment. One of the newest 
camera suppliers is Big Game Treestands, which is introduc-
ing an Eyecon camera line.  We photographed Zach Barrett by 
the Storm, an upper end unit that boasts a fast .3 second trig-
ger speed. The Storm can be set to capture 5MP, 7MP or 9MP 
images and its � ash and detection range is a hefty 60 feet. 
As you can see in 
the photo upper 
right, it contains 
a viewer so hunt-
ers can check and 
delete images 
right in the � eld, 
without remov-
ing the memory 
stick. Get more 
information about 
the Storm, the 
mid-priced Black 
Widow and entry 
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level Quikshot by calling the 
Minnesota � rm at (800) 268-
5077.

At right, G5 Outdoors
Brand Manager Joel Harris 
holds the new Havoc broad-
head, a big twin blade design 
that uses the � rm's Posi-Lock 
blade retention system so there 
are no O-rings or rubber bands 
to contend with. That screw 
visible on the side of the cut-
away illustration is what you'd 
remove to replace the hardened 
steel point, the blade retention 
clip or the cartridge that holds 
the stainless steel blades which 
cut a 2 inch swath. Like the 
� xed blade Striker, this Havoc 
uses blades of costly Swedish 
steel that have been processed 
by Lutz of Germany. Unlike the 
three blade T3 mechanical, the 
blades on the Havoc can pivot 
forward freely after deployment, so there's no 
concerns about using it in states that consider 
the T3 a barbed head. For more information 
about this premium head from the Michigan 
manufacturer, call (866) 456-8836. 

Archer Xtreme (AXT) has been using 
costly carbon � ber for its quivers and sights, and now is work-
ing in titanium as well. This Titanium Xtreme sight Mark Garcia 
was displaying in the photo below uses that costly metallic 
element for both the slotted housing and the bracket. This 
sight adjusts for 2nd and 3rd axis and the pins are microad-
justable, helping to justify a price in the $300 range. Also new 
is a two piece version of the super-light Carbon Vapor quiver 
that AXT had last year. "This quiver sits in close to the bow and 
it weighs less than the � ve arrows you put in it," Garcia said.

The Montana � rm has also introduced a mid-priced Hard 
Core Triad stablizer to complement the Carbon Triad that was 
in the 2011 line. The triangular design is much sti� er than a 
round stabilizer, Garcia said, yet has the same polymer � lled 
damping chamber in the body and a damping cone with 
Flex Plate Technology killing vibration that reaches the stabi-
lizer tip.  You can 
reach this acces-
sory manufac-
turer by calling 
(406) 924-6113.

E xc a l i b u r 
C r o s s b o w
Co-Founder Bill 
Troubridge was 

at the ATA Show primarily to stay in touch with 
friends in the industry, saying he's been happy 
to turn over some of the design and manage-
ment duties to a younger generation of employ-
ees. Troubridge said Engineer Ben Blosser and 
Rob Dykeman, who heads sales and marketing, 
are mainly responsible for the company's newer 
models like the Ibex SMF with its synthetic main 
frame, and the new Eclipse XT with its blacked-

out, tactical � nish.
Blosser is at left in this photo, holding the 200 

pound draw weight Eclipse XT where a baked-in 
carbon � ber � nish covers thumbhole stock, alu-
minum main frame and recurve limbs. With a 15.5 
inch power stroke this 6.3 pound crossbow  shoots 

a 350 grain arrow at 330 fps. The Shadow-Zone scope that 
comes with this model adjusts for arrow speed and can be 
illuminated with either red or green recticles.

The grid-like polymer main frame of the Ibex is teamed 
with a shorter 14.5 inch power stroke that also reduces the 
draw weight to 175 pounds. The overall length is also reduced 
by an inch over the Eclipse XT, to 36.4 inches. The light-
est Excalibur crossbow is held at right by Josh Co� man, an 
employee of the U.S. � rm Excalibur set up to smoothly handle 
the excise tax payments on product sold to U.S. retailers.

Reach Excalibur at its headquarters in Ontario by dialing 
(519) 743-6890. 

Steve Huntsman of Absolute Archery in Butler, Missiouri 
had no reservations telling ArrowTrade what he thought of the 
Scorpion Venom line of products. Shown at left below with 

John Logalbo of that company, Huntsman said he is a big 
fan of the Polymer Bowering Fluid because it is easy to 

out, tactical � nish.

pound draw weight Eclipse XT where a baked-in 
carbon � ber � nish covers thumbhole stock, alu-
minum main frame and recurve limbs. With a 15.5 
inch power stroke this 6.3 pound crossbow  shoots 
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apply and it gets deep into the � bers, 
even on 70 pound bows. Someone 
who shoots a lot of arrows should be 
using the � uid every other time they 
put their bow away, Huntsman said, 
because it will dramatically extend the 
life of their strings and cables. "When 
a set of custom strings costs $125 to 
$135, you don't want to neglect taking 
care of them. If they don't buy a bottle 
when I install a set of custom strings, 
I'll give them the � rst bottle. I keep one 
by me on the workbench and I lube the 
strings on every bow I work on. I also 
use the Scorpion Venom string wax: 
That waterproofs the strings but it's the 
Polymeric Bowstring Fluid that really 
cares for the strings."

For more information on these and 
other Scorpion Venom products for 
bows and crossbows, call the New York 
� rm at (631) 553-8609.

Hamskea Archery is a collabora-
tion of Andrew Munzell and Shawn 
Greathouse, with additional design 
and testing input from Tim Gillingham. 
That's Munzell with a leveling aid and 
the company's extremely rugged, 
twin bearing rest. He's in front of a 
display that highlights how domi-
nant this brand has become with top 
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competitors. The brand is all about increasing the accuracy of 
archers and their equipment, starting with sight leveling aids 
and instructional DVDs you or your customers can use to make 
sure every pin is on target, no matter the distance or angle of 
the shot.  Hamskea's Versa Rest is aptly named, since it can be 
set to function seven di� erent ways. They range from a � xed 
position blade style rest for target shooting to the top limb 
actuated full-clearance rest most hunters will choose. Rather 
than anchor the non-stretch Halo spring directly to the limb, 
Hamskea makes tiny torsion springs to bu� er the connection 
and prevent limb overtravel from loosening the cord or dam-
aging the rest. This � rm is also the supplier for the Break-Thru 
release developed by James Loesch, a pull through design 
pictured with the rest that releases when you overcome the 
spring tension. The newest product is the AroJac, a compact, 
lever action puller that let's anyone easily pull arrows from 
even cold, hard 3-D targets. Not only does this product pre-
vent customers from getting frustrated, it means there's no 
need to twist the shaft to break it free and that can prevent 
damage to costly arrows. Retailers with indoor 3-D ranges 
could sell a lot of these just by letting customers use a demo 
unit. Reach the Colorado � rm at (970) 978-8490. 

Mikel Willis started developing the sights sold by Xtreme 
Sighting Solutions six years ago. He spent many evenings 
in a treestand in his yard, testing to see which optical � ber 
lengths were the most e�  cient at light gathering as natural 
light faded. Willis settled on 24 inch � bers in alternating green 
and yellow, which he feeds through tiny eyelets on the back 
of these super-strong Viper Fang pins. The pins are a key sell-
ing point with many of his customers and at the ATA Show he 

was gaining new dealers 
by inviting them to try to 
bend or break the pins. 
"We feel it's the strongest 
sight pin in the industry," 
Willis told ArrowTrade. You 
can order these American 
made sights in 2, 4 or 6 
pin styles by calling 337-
463-3545.

Limbsaver keeps � nding ways to employ the 
forgiving Navcom materials that revolutionized vibra-
tion damping for the archery industry. The � rm has 
already been building slings for long guns and cross-
bows, now its added a new Kodiak Bow Sling where 
the soft polymer forms the hand grip and keeps the 
sling from slipping o�  your shoulder.  

Mike Sutton of Mad Sporting Goods and Outdoors 
in Williamstown, West Virginia, got a look at the new 
sling on the company's Proton compound with the 
aid of Steven Sims, right. This bow's draw weight can 
be dialed to any of seven precise settings, which on 
this model spans 58 to 70 pounds. The carbon � ber 
� nish was added at Limbsaver's Washington factory, 
which now does it's 
own � nishing of bows 
and accessories to 
eliminate production 
delays. Behind Sutton 

and Steven Sims you can see some of the � rm's colorful addi-
tions for 2012. The popular limb dampeners and string leeches 
are available in red, green, pink, purple and blue, as well as the 
black and camo you've seen before. Limbsaver's 60-page cata-
log is full of American made products, including new snap on 
recoil pads for the popular AR-15 and M4 tactical ri� es. Reach 
this � rm at (360) 427-6031. 

Add a broadhead tipped arrow to this photo below, and 
that's the last thing many deer may see. Don Priebe of Hind 
Sight demonstrated how the rear ring and crosshairs of his 
sighting aids help get you on target fast, without the need 
for a peep sight. From the archer's viewpoint, the alignment 
rings are sized to work perfectly with the highlighted round 
pin guards of today's sights. Priebe sells complete sighting 
units such as this Eclipse, a Twilight Eclipse, Ghost Riser and 
Dead Ringer. However, if your customer already has a sight 
he's comfortable with, he can add one of the eight models 
that provide just the rear sighting element on an adjustable 
bracket. Either way, they have the advantage of glow in the 
dark crosshairs and Hind Sight's Circle Alignment Technology, 
a patented feature that reveals even minimal hand torque. 
Reach Hind Sight in Michigan by calling (734) 878-2842.

Find more innovative archery products at

www.truglo.com
Find more innovative archery products at

www.truglo.com
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Over at the VaneTec booth, Chris Metzgun (left) was talk-
ing about changes made inside and outside the � rm's instant 
� etching adhesive. VT-2000 is faster setting and stronger than 
the VT-1000 the � rm had been selling, he told Tom Bell of 
Bowcase Archery Shop, Follansbee, West Virginia. The bottle 
it comes in is softer and the tip is just the right length so you 
can rest your hand on the � etching jig as you run the bead of 
adhesive down the vane. The bottle comes with a needle plug 
cap, so adhesive doesn't dry in the tip between uses.

You can buy VT2000 alone or as part of a new ArrowSmith 
arrow builders adhesive kit. That kit also has the V-Tough 
insert adhesive and an UnderCoat primer designed to provide 
faster, tougher bonds with both vanes and inserts. VaneTec 
also includes a HeadLock threadlocker for � eld tips and 
broadheads.

Reach the Oregon � rm toll-free at (866) 428-9067. 
Copper John's Doug Springer (at left below) talks about 

the Dead Nuts sights and the � rms release aids with Jared 
Schneider of Smith Point Sports, Patchogue, New York. The 
Mark 1 three and � ve pin models all include a blue light as 
part of the package this year. These sights have a couple 
unique features. First, the pin adjustment washers are formed 
in such a way that they can't be crushed by over-tightening, 
so neither the washers or the tracks they ride in get chewed 
up and rough to adjust. Second, most models can be upgrad-
ed with an easy-to install micro adjust for both windage and 
elevation. Reach the New York manufacturer at (315) 258-
9269.

Ben Blosser and Sean 
Gordon are former bow compa-
ny engineers who struck out on 
their own to form Outer Limit 
Archery. We saw retailers (left 
to right) Blake Endsley, John 
Kammerdeiner, Jim Brown and 
Duane Kelley of Bow Out� tters 
getting a demonstration of the inex-
pensive Moto and Serving Jig that is 
powered by the shop's own portable 
drill. "Apple sells jigs that are great for 
making thousands of strings," Blosser 
said, "but for a local pro shop that may 
only do hundreds in a year, this is an 
excellent product." The MAP is just 
$124.95.

Blosser demonstrated the � rm's 
D-loop pliers at right, and at the show 
he and his partner introduced the Blood 
Vane � etching system that uses a slip 
on, pre-formed tri-� etch that may be the speediest approach 
to re� etching yet. Reach Outer Limit Archery in Indiana at 
(812) 598-8597.

Indiana retailer Darrin Wagler of D&L Archery likes doing 
business with the Burr & Company insurance agency because 
he said the people there understand archery. Wagler (at 
right below with Tom Burr and Cathy Koning) said he � rst 
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approached a local agent, whose reaction to being asked to 
insure a pro shop was "Archery, that's scary. People get hurt." 
The premium that agency wanted to cover a single outdoor 
shoot make his annual bill from Burr & company seem like a 
bargain, since he now has liability insurance, range coverage 
and theft coverage. If you'd like to talk insurance with Burr & 
Company, call the Michigan �rm at (800) 878-2877.

LeRoy Hershberger was using video to good e�ect in the 
E-Z Outdoors booth, showing how the �rm's E-Z Drag gets 
the head, feet and shoulder of your deer o� the ground so 
you can drag it with ease and even slide it up into the bed of 
a pickup without assistance. The length 
of the drag adjusts so someone who 
has shot a deer they'll mount can keep 
the cape portion from dragging on the 
ground. A basic and deluxe model are 
o�ered, in green or orange, with the 
deluxe going around the hunter's body 
for added ease. Complete with a draw-
string carrying bag, the American-made 
E-Z Drag retails for $19.95 or $39.95, 
depending on the model. Reach the 
Ohio manufacturer at (330) 231-9906. 

Kwikee Kwiver has the ideal Kwiver 
for crossbow users, the lightweight Kwik-
3. Since the crossbow user rarely gets a 
follow-up shot the three arrow capacity 

is no handicap, and the quiver's light weight and slim pro�le 
will be appreciated on a unit that already is bulkier and harder 
to handle than the typical vertical bow. We photographed 
Kwikee's Shirley Gelinas with loaded Kwik-3 displayed on an 
Excalibur Ibex.

For compound bow users, Gelinas recommends stocking 
the �rm's Kwikee Combo, so named because it works equally 
well with �xed blade or mechanical broadheads. Choose from 
black or nine camo patterns when you order these quivers 
through a distributor or direct from Kwikee Kwiver at (231) 
267-5685.

•Sand Shark Recurve,  
 62” 35# Take-down 
•Hydro-Glide Arrow Rest 
•Hydro-Shot Finger Savers
•Blue String Silencers 
•Light-Stryke Laser Sight 
•AMS Retriever® Pro 

•Sand Shark Recurve,  
 62” 35# Take-down 
•Hydro-Glide Arrow Rest 
•Hydro-Shot Finger Savers
•Blue String Silencers 
•AMS Retriever® Pro 

•Sand Shark Recurve,  
 62” 35# Take-down 
•Hydro-Glide Arrow Rest 
•Hydro-Shot Finger Savers
•Blue String Silencers 
•Light-Stryke Laser Sight 
•Muzzy XD Reel & Reel Seat

•Sand Shark Recurve,  
 62” 35# Take-down 
•Hydro-Glide Arrow Rest 
•Hydro-Shot Finger Savers
•Blue String Silencers 
•Muzzy XD Reel & Reel Seat 

Sand Shark
Light Stryke/AMS Retriever® Pro

Sand Shark
AMS Retriever® Pro

Sand Shark
Light Stryke/Muzzy XD

Sand Shark
Muzzy XD
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Tru-Fire Sales Rep Johnathan Coggin (in white below) 
has Sean Mahoney  of Mahoney's in Johnson, Tennessee try 
the action of the Hardcore Max with the help of a practice 
aid. The Hardcore has been one of the � rms two top sellers 
and this new Max version gives you more adjustment in both 
trigger travel and tension, using two separate set screws. You 
can set the tension from 2 to 16 ounces for pressure. The jaw 
of these Hardcore releases is 
fashioned like a gooseneck, 
putting the sear in the center 
of the strap and the jaw in 
line with the center of the 
nock. The Evolution II buckle 
strap is now wider and has 
more than twice the pad-
ding, for additional comfort. 
It has also been given a cou-
ple additional adjustment 
holes this year, so it will � t 
a wider range of hand sizes.  

Tru-Fire releases are 
made in a state-of-the-art manufacturing plant in 
Wisconsin. Reach the � rm at (800) 757-7586.

That's not a � sh in Kevin Sullivan's hand 
(below), its the decorative bracket of the Sullivan 
Industries bow� shing sight. The sight includes a 
oblong pin guard with two sturdy crosshairs and 
aim points along the vertical blade. Your customer 
always has that windage reference and can sight 
in by hitting a target on the surface with the lower 
crosshairs. For � sh under the surface, he can use the top cross-
hairs and be at the approximate hold-under point caused by 
light di� raction. Learning to shoot with a sighting aid like this 
one is much easier for the average archer than developing 
instinctive shooting skills for bow� shing, Sullivan said.

Sullivan's other hand holds the Hydrostrike bow� shing 
bow. Its unique cam can be set for no let-o� , for the archer 
expecting to do lots of snap shooting, or at normal let-o� , 
for the customer who prefers to pull to his anchor point. 
The Georgia � rm equips 
it with a line pull, a spool 
you can wrap the line 
around when you need 
to pull your arrow free 
from the bottom or a log. 
It also carries a bow� sh-
ing arrow, as you can see, 
on built in clips. 

Reach the home of 
Innerlock Broadheads at 
(706) 782-5863.

Good ideas come 
from a variety of sources. 
New Archery Products
President Andy Simo said 
Quik� etch was devel-
oped from an inspiration 
an employee had while 
applying shrink wrap 

decals to Easter eggs. Today many pro shops and individual 
archers are applying three vanes at a time, on sturdy, bright 
shrink tubes that double as high contrast cresting for the 
arrow shaft. NAP uses sophisticated machinery at its Illinois 
plant to apply the � etching to the tube in more than a dozen 
versions and then it adds a heat sensitive glue to the interior. 
That glue is designed to be easily stripped, Simo said, so re-

� etching is far simpler than if 
you'd glued the vane directly to 
the shaft.

A bowhunter can apply 
Quik� etch by simply heating a 
tall glass of water in a micro-
wave, but for dealers NAP sug-
gests its cool-to-the-touch 
induction heating plate, a stock 
pot and rack that lets a retail-
er do a dozen arrows in just 
a couple minutes. The system 
is free with a volume order of 
500 tubes. Although Quik� etch 
is available carded for retail sale, 
retailers who build arrows can 
order it more economically in 
bulk packs of 100 or 1,000.

You've probably heard 
this � rm worked with Easton 
to developed a family of Deep 
Six Broadheads to work with 
the smaller Deep Six inserts for 

Easton's slender Injexion shafts. You'll � nd D6 versions of the 
Bloodrunner, Spit� re Maxx, Thunderhead Razor as well as a 
new Big Nasty. That one piece stainless cut on contact head 
rides over the shaft of the arrow with a rear collar, to provide 
better blade alignment (see below). 

Too new to make the 2012 catalog was the Killzone we 
photographed Andy Simo with below. This is a rear-deploying 
mechanical two blade with a 2 inch cut. The blades lock in 
place for transport 

in a quiver, then 
deploy perfectly 
on contact with 
the animal, with-
out the need for 
O-rings. You can 
choose from a 
D6 version (in 
red) as well as 
from conven-
tional sizing 
equipped with 
either a Trophy 
Tip or cut-on-
contact style. 
Reach the Illinois 
manufacturer at 
(708) 488-2500.

500 tubes. Although Quik� etch 
is available carded for retail sale, 
retailers who build arrows can 
order it more economically in 
bulk packs of 100 or 1,000.

this � rm worked with Easton 
to developed a family of Deep 
Six Broadheads to work with 
the smaller Deep Six inserts for 
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Toxonics had a rapid pro-
totype example of its coming 
sight on display at the show. 
President Dave Coldwell said 
the Fletch-Z5 and Fletch-Z7 
sights are designed to comple-
ment Z-Series Mathews bows. 
As you can see, the Gridlock 
extension bar is designed to 
match the risers, and the pin 
guard is machined in the same 
fashion.  A 1-1/4 inch Harmonic 
Damper will be included and 
Coldwell pointed out Mathews 
retailers will be able to sell 
pop-in replacements in bright 
colors. For information on the 
new sights and upgrades being 
made in the Wrangler line call 
(855) Toxonic.

The Apex line was introduc-
ing new Gamechanger Quivers 
and Sights on the show � oor, along with a Versa Peep. The 
machined aluminum peep comes in a 1/4 inch diameter 
some hunters prefer, but can accept pop-in molded inserts 
to reduce that opening to 1/8, 5/32 or 3/16. The inserts come 
in black, orange and green, all included in the package with a 
tool for installing or removing them.

Tony LoRocco and his sister, Lorraine Hellinghausen, 
showed us the Gamechanger sight series that allows you to 
easily change pin colors, without changing pins. That's pos-
sible since the pin � bers are clear, while the � ve detachable 
light gathering � bers are red, yellow and green. It comes 
green, yellow, red, yellow, green, but you can easily rear-
range the colors with the included tool or order replacement 
� bers to set it up a di� erent way. The � bers feed their color 
to a new style of Tru-Zero pin that minimizes the pin gap 
and fully protects the clear � ber. 
The sight uses a big 2 inch inside 
diameter aperture and o� ers tool 
free micro-adjustments.

The new 5 arrow Apex Gamechanger Quiver uses 
a skeletal machined aluminum frame carrying a rubber 
lined hood and twin arrow grippers. What makes this quiv-
er a game changer is the camlock mount shown below 
left that allows the quiver to tuck in behind the sight. The 
mount lets you pivot the quiver, move it up and down, and 
move it as tight as possible against the bow. The phone 
number for Apex is (877) 701-APEX.

Paul LoRocco, founder of the parent company Truglo, 
took a moment to show us the Tru-Tec QD stabilizer. QD 
stands for Quick Detach and in this case that's accom-
plished with a collet that expands as you thread the 
tapered shaft in. It's a light, fast way to mount or remove 
Truglo's new stabilizer, which has a tri-foil shape that is 
much sti� er than a round tube. "People have questioned 
the light weight of just 4.8 ounces," LoRocco said, "but on 
these light e�  cient bows you don't need a heavy stabi-
lizer, you need a rigid shaft to conduct the vibration to the 
dampers on the front." For more information from Truglo 
call (972) 774-0300.

Eric Griggs now heads sales and marketing for 
Brownell & Company, as the Scott Archery veteran took 

the opportunity to move back home to his native New 
England.  Griggs used to have his own string building � rm 
so he knows how demanding dealers and bow manufac-
turers are about their string materials. The latest from the 
Connecticut-based Brownell & Company is XS2. "This is a 100 
percent HMPE (high modulus polyethylene) material. We have 
a proprietary process we use to enhance the material," Griggs 
said. "Through that enhancement we are able to eliminate 
most of the creep and elongation usually associated with a 
HMPE to come up with something closer to a Vectran blend. 
Essentially, we get all the attributes of a blended material in 
terms of creep, elongation and stability, yet you also get all the 
attributes of a Xcell or Ultracam, which are two examples of a 
blended material. "

Griggs called Brownell XS2 a stringmaker's dream because 
of its extremely high tensile strength. You'll need 
20 to 24 strands of it for the typical compound 
bow string, and it's available in the company's 
many colors and in spools of 2 ounces, quarter 
pound or pound. Reach Griggs and Brownell by 
calling (860) 873-8625.

Over at the Prois booth, we were part of the 
crowd gathered to meet the 2011 Prois Award 
Winner. Prois is a women's hunting clothing line 
which this year is introducing a new Intuition 
line with the aid of HECS. Those garments will be 
equipped with a grid of carbon � ber designed to 
block the electrical � elds from muscles, overcom-
ing the "sixth sense" many game animals seem 
to have. 

Prois President Kristie Pike said the contest 
was designed to recognize extreme women hunt-
ers, and over 70 were nominated. Voting took place 
both on-line and by a panel of seven judges from 
the media and NRA. After the photos and essays 
submitted by the women were reviewed, Andrea 
Fisher was chosen and will receive a prize package 
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of hunts, clothing and gear valued at $25,000. She is holding 
the microphone in the photo with Pike. You can read her qual-
i� cations at www.proishunting.com/Proisaward. To contact 

the Colorado 
clothing firm, 
call (970) 641-
3355.

S w h a c k e r 
B r o a d h e a d 
fans hear a 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
"swhack" as the 
big two blade 
head opens and 
the actuating 
"wings" slam 
against the fer-
rule. "One of the 
key bene� ts of 
this head is that 

the long tip is well into the animal before 
the wing hits," Rick Forrest said, "so it will 
guide it through even on a steeply angled 

hit." That's Forrest (at right) with Don Palmer, who works with 
Vista in Poncho Springs, Colorado. Swhacker also bypasses 
the traditional rubber bands with these retainers sliced from 
military grade polyole� n tubing, the type of tubing used 
to protect wiring harnesses in � ghter jets. "It has enough 
strength to keep the blades shut even on arrows from the 
fastest crossbows," Forrest said. "It's not a� ected by ozone 
or UV. Yet because it doesn't like to stretch fast, it snaps right 
away when the broadhead contacts the game animal."

If you care to torture test a Swhacker head, you may � nd 
another di� erence. "Our blades are not made from a strip 
grinding process," Forrest said. "If they were they'd have to be 
brittle enough to snap o�  the stamped strip after grinding. 
We've gone with a di� erent type of blade, a Japanese steel 
alloy that I can bend 90 degrees without breaking."

If you'd like to learn more about Swhacker and the 
Broadhead Science DVD the � rm has just produced with the 
aid of Wade Nolan, contact the Louisiana � rm at (866) 644-
8600. 

Beth Lauderdale of Moultrie Products could show 

retailers five new 
cameras with motion 
freeze technology, 
which speeds up 
the shutter so imag-
es taken at night 
with the IR � ash are 
noticeably sharper. 
"We cut the shutter 
speed from 1/8 sec-
ond to 1/20th to cut 
down the IR blur," 
she explained.

Top of the line 
is the M-80 Black 
IR, with the "black" 
indicating the infra-
red emitters are 
screened back to 950 
nanometers so there is no visible glow 
to the human eye. That helps protect 
cameras from theft and can be impor-
tant if they're being used for security 
purposes. This camera can be set to 
capture up to three images per second 
when a target is detected, and it can function in a time lapse 
mode during daylight hours to record action across a large 
food plot. Suggested retail price is $199.99. At the other end 
of the range  is the LX-30 IR, a basic model that's a snap to set 
up by simply setting three switches (see photo) that you can 
sell for $79.99. Reach Moultrie Products in Alabama by calling 
(800) 653-3334.

Get ready for Scent Killer products with a new look from 
Wildlife Research Center. The Minnesota � rm already had 
laboratory proof that its spray stopped 99 percent of human 
odor. The new Scent Killer Gold spray can make that claim 
even after it's been dry on the hunter's clothes for 10 days. 
That means your customers can treat their clothing well ahead 
of use, seal it up until use and get all the e� ectiveness (and 
more comfort) than if they had just sprayed them down.

Sam Burgeson (left) and Ron Bice � lled me in on other 
products in the new Scent Killer Gold line. The clothes wash is 

the long tip is well into the animal before 
the wing hits," Rick Forrest said, "so it will 
guide it through even on a steeply angled 

hit." That's Forrest (at right) with Don Palmer, who works with 

when a target is detected, and it can function in a time lapse 
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ultra concentrated so you get double the loads from the same 
volume of product, and it has built-in stain �ghters. The body 
wash has a new powerful anti-odor formula, and is forti�ed 
with aloe to keep from drying your skin. "It cleans better, it 
�ghts odor better and it leaves your skin feeling even nicer," 
Burgeson said. 

In line with the "golden" theme the pair were promoting 
with gold foil wrapped chocolate treats, they told ArrowTrade 
about a new Golden Scrape. A step above the Active Scrape 
product they have been selling, this 4 ounce bottle is a blend 
of premium doe urine with estrus secretions and premium 
buck urine. "It's enhanced with subtle earth tones and territo-
rial musk," Bice said.

For a copy of the company's 30 page catalog or to place 
an order call (763) 427-3350.

BowTech created a lot of excitement around the unveil-
ing of the new Insanity bow on opening morning of the show, 
and when Je� Suiter sat down with us the next day we got 
the highlights of the new model. "We put all the features and 
new technology into one bow." The bow uses an updated ver-
sion of the torque-reducing FLX-Guard, now out�tted with 
a damper. The seven layer limbs use the Center Pivot design 
that e�ectively shortens them to reduce oscillation. The Binary 
Cams rotate to the needed draw length without the need 
for a press, a real time-saver for retailers. "This is a 355 fps 
bow," Suiter said. "It's our most accurate bow to date and it's 
our smoothest bow with that kind of speed." There's actually 
two Insanitys to choose from, the $999 model we have been 
describing and a $1,049 XL version that uses a 3 inch longer 
riser and can �t draw lengths to 32 inches.

In our photo, Je� Suiter is holding the new Balance-X sta-
bilizer in the Octane line, while his boss Sam Coalson holds the 
Insanity bow. The Balance-X uses a twist lock system to adjust 
the stabilizer length, and with the option of adding weights to 
the end you should be able to balance any bow and its acces-
sory load to sit dead in the hand. Get more information on 
bows and accessories from this Oregon �rm by calling (888) 
689-1289.

HCO/Uway already has some of the most sophisticated 
game cameras on the market, and more innovation is in the 
pipeline. Designer Michael Li (at right with Chase Wendor�) 
pointed out these cameras use a Dead Silent IR �lter to avoid 
spooking game. It switches once at daylight, once again at 
dark, unlike less sophisticated systems where the �lter may be 
moving (and making noise) on each shot. You can view images 
with the camera's sharp, plasma-style screen. By this summer 
the �rm will be selling wireless cameras that operate on the 3G 
networks of all the major phone carriers, so the customer isn't 
tied to a particular phone service. Like the current versions 
that work with the ATT and T-Mobile networks, these cameras 
will condense the big 8mb images to save bandwidth as they 
transmit them to your customer's cell phone, e-mail or both.  

Chase Wendor� showed us a photo of a buck that had 
come to his cell phone. "I called my buddy, told him he better 
get out there and he shot it the next morning," Wendor� said. 
If you have a group of friends with a lease, you can set the 
cameras so everyone receives the images. You can also reset 
the cameras without disturbing them, by sending a text mes-
sage to them. These wireless cameras and many stand-alone 
versions are detailed in the company's visually stunning 32 
page catalog. To request a copy call (770) 582-0004.

At the Opti-Logic booth, CEO Sam Harper helped us 
compare the merits of four range�nders, all made by their �rm 
in Tennessee. The tiny Micro 1 slips easily into a shirt pocket 

Mar12AT058-071.indd   61 2/2/12   5:12 PM



62

and with a 100 yard range is all most archers will need. It 
has the ballistic range compensation feature that OptiLogic 
pioneered, to take the guesswork out of shooting from trees-
tands or up or down slopes. Like all Opti-Logic units, the Red 
Dot technology it employs means you can use it with both 
eyes open, the way Harper (at right on the previous page with  
Mike Hammel) said his dad taught him to shoot a gun. 

Since there is so much overlap between gun hunters and 
bowhunters, the �rm sells more of the Micro II units which 
o�er a true 400 yard range. If you've got a varmint hunter or 
target shooter that wants to reach out beyond that, the new 
Recons have a 1,000 yard range. Patterned after range�nd-
ers the �rm builds for the Israeli defense units, these slightly 
larger units meet military requirements for ruggedness. A 
Recon Tac (for tactical) will also be immersion proof, not just 
rain resistant.

Learn more about all four Opti-Logic range�nder series 
by calling the �rm at (888) 678-4564.

Tradtech Archery is a good name for the Lancaster 
Archery division that combines the look of traditional bows 
with the latest designs and materials. John Wert is holding a 
metal-risered recurve in this photo, while retailer Jim Mabry 
has a wood-risered longbow. But in a few moments they could 
trade limbs, as the hunting bows from Tradtech are set up 
with ILF limbs and risers. In fact Wert said more components 
are sold than complete bows, as dealers �nd customer enjoy 
mixing and matching riser and limb styles to �nd out what 
works best, or just looks best, to them. Bows from Tradtech 

retail from $380 to 
about $1,000. At 
present you can 
choose from seven 
different risers 
and at least eight 
limb sets. Reach 
Tradtech Archery 
in Pennsylvania by 
calling (800) 829-
7408.

One of the 
best photo oppor-
tunities for hunters 
at the show was 
this full mount of 
the world record 
moose shot by 
Real Langlois, 
known as The Rack 
Man, on his show 
for the Sportsman 
Channel. Real's 

courage is larger than life: When we asked if he had any fear in 
shooting this behemoth from 8 feet away with a longbow, he 
said his only fear was that the two inexperienced cameramen 
with him would panic and spoil the e�ort. We asked Real to 
hold the Black Watch camo that SportChief developed at his 
request. In thick cover this dark pattern is as dark as the body 
of a moose, exactly what he said you want to lure them into 

close range as you beat the bushes with a paddle to mimic 
their own behavior.

Black Watch is a darker version of the Deep Forest pattern 
the Quebec clothing manufacturer has been selling for years. 
David Cote of SportChief said the �rm now has �ve of its own 
patterns, as well as using a total of six more between Mossy 
Oak and Realtree styles. "We sell about 85 percent of our gar-
ments in our own patterns now, because for the same price we 
can give you a higher quality garment."

Reach SportChief by calling (800) 567-1729.
For having a modest booth, True�ight Feathers was 

attracting plenty of interest. During the ATA Show the 
Wisconsin �etching supplier repeatedly demonstrated how 
easy it was to create spiral wrapped �u-�u arrows, pro-
vided you use the �rm's specially prepared full length �etch. 
True�ight's Bob Link explained on normal feather �etching 
the base of the �etch is ground to between .032 and .034 inch. 
"Our spiral wrap �etching is ground to less than .010 inch. 
That's how we can wrap it around the shaft without pinning it 
or tieing it in place."

Tom and Amy Wilcox 
of Wilcox Bait and Tackle, 
Newport News, Virginia are 
shown admiring some of 
the attractive �u �u �etch-
ing. Link and his colleague 
showed dealers how to 
brush Weldwood Contact 
Cement all around the shaft 
portion to be �etched. They 
waited for the adhesive to 
become tacky, then hand 
wound the feather around 
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it.  The process is much 
faster than doing a tradi-
tional � u � u with four or 
� ve full height � etch, and 
the � rm's high speed pho-
tography shows the natu-
ral feather � etch is tough 
enough for shooting from 
compounds even in this 
form.

True� ight also 
has a new mini-
barred pattern and 
new camo feathers 
(in photo) this year.  
Reach the � rm at 
(715) 543-8451.

Skull Hooker
makes a handy 
metal base for dis-
playing European 
style mounts and 
animal skulls your customers may have collected or bought. 
The bases are sold in two sizes. A center � nger � ts in the spinal 
cord column and two additional prongs steady the skull on 
either side. The Skull Hookers use a pin to adjust the angle ver-
tically and they pivot from side to side so they display your tro-
phy to the best e� ect. The small works for deer, bear, hogs and 
the smaller African antelope. The large, used on this bison Rob 
Shaw is standing next to, is what you'll 
need for cape bu� alo, moose and elk. 
"Some people don't like the bulkiness of 
the wood mounts, so this showcases the 
head in a cleaner way."

Dealers should display a head on 
the Skull Hooker to help spur sales, Shaw 
suggested. You can get pricing informa-
tion by calling the � rm at (541) 887-8622.

During a luncheon hosted by the 
Media Direct agency, we photographed 
Bowhunting World's Rick Combs with 
Doug Mann (at right below) of GSM

talking about the game cameras in the Stealth Cam and 
Wildview lines. New Drone compatible cameras from this 
manufacturer will be able to upload images through cellular 
networks. As Mann talked in Columbus, he pulled up images 
from a camera he has near San Antonio. "You can tell the cam-
era when to upload the images, say four times a day. We send 
them as a batch in low resolution. If you decide you want to 
view one in high resolution, you call it out of the camera that 
way. Many of the cameras in the 2012 line are Triad Equipped, 
meaning they function as still cameras, as video cameras, or 
as a time lapse camera for watching food plots (or watching 
a � ower grow for your 
kid's science project.) 
Reach the manufac-
turer in Texas at (877) 
269-8490.

X Tag stands 
for Xtreme Tactical 
Archery Gear. Byron 
Champagne originally 
developed aluminum 
stabilizers studded 
with polymer picatinny 
rails so he and his hog-
hunting friends could 
go a� eld with lights and 
lasers on their bows. He 
calls them "Taculizers" 
and equips them with 

talking about the game cameras in the 
Wildview

from a camera he has near San Antonio. "You can tell the cam-
era when to upload the images, say four times a day. We send 
them as a batch in low resolution. If you decide you want to 
view one in high resolution, you call it out of the camera that 
way. Many of the cameras in the 2012 line are Triad Equipped, 
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one Harmonic Stabilizer 
at the tip and a Harmonic 
Damper for every inch of 
length. The rails work well 
for the � rm's action cam-
era mount: The dual one 
he is holding can accom-
modate twin cameras 
so you can record both 
the action and your reac-
tion. For bow� shing, the � rm o� ers hollow solid aluminum 
Taculizers: "We attach a real seat to that for any kind of bow-
� shing reel. Plus, with three more rails, you could mount a 
camera, a light and a laser."

X Tag has become a source for compact accessories like 
grips and bipods as well as for these unique stabilizer/mount-
ing platforms. That tiny unit in the hand above combines a 
laser with a 200 lumen LED light. Adjustment screws built into 
the base allow you to sight it in once it is mounted to the bow. 
Reach the Louisiana � rm by calling (504) 415-7750.

Can you spot anything unusual about the blinds behind 
Mark Nelan and Billy Wong (at right in photo below), or about 
the camo trimming on the backpack they're holding. That's 
good, because the new RevCon (for Reveal and Conceal) 
process from Nelan & Wong only shows up when you shine a 
light directly at the fabric in dark surroundings. Then treated 
portions re� ect light, like a safety vest on a highway depart-
ment worker. Nelan said he and his partner worked long and 
hard to perfect the process, and � nally got the e� ect they 
were looking for a few days before the show opened. "We will 
sell the fabric. We can also function as a converter, taking your 
fabric and applying this e� ect. Plus we will be selling ground 
blinds and accessories like packs and fanny packs with this 
fabric. And we're working to be able to take this process to 
hard goods."

A hunting blind with the RevCon feature should blend in 
as well as any other, Nelan said, but stand out like a beacon 

as the approaching 
hunter shines his 
� ashlight on it. The 
e� ect works best on 
browns and grays, 
so on the fabric we 
photographed you 
can see how it's 
been applied to the 
branches. 

Nelan & Wong 
has several styles 
of hunting blinds 
to choose from. For 
more information on 
them or the patented 
RevCon process call 
(814) 272-5424.

Mark Ambrose 
has 20 years of expe-
rience in the cross-
bow business, and 
now has founded 
SA Sports LLC. The 
Vendetta is the top-
end crossbow in the 
line, a 200 pound 
draw weight com-
pound model with 
machined riser, 3.5 
pound trigger pull 
and recessed foot 
stirrup. A rope cocker 
is included with that 
and each of the four 

other models, since it's so common for people cocking with-
out one to pull back unevenly and end up with accuracy 
problems. Just including the rope cocker will eliminate most 
of the consumer calls to the Allentown, Pennsylvania service 
headquarters, Ambrose said.

At the other end of the price range is the Fever, an entry 
level recurve model with a MSRP of $199 and a easy to handle 
mass weight of 5 pounds. We photographed the Fever with 
a new All Terrain Video that  comes with a fully waterproof 
case and a variety of mounting options. In this case, it's been 
clamped to the crossbow scope but it could as easily be on the 
handlebars of a mountain bike or personal watercraft. Reach 
Ambrose at (484) 294-2257.

While visiting the Gerbing's Core Heat booth, we learned 
the � rm's heated clothing is already popular with motorcycle 
riders and those who work in the outdoors, like construc-

tion workers and 
linemen. They 
may gladly shell 
out $199 for a 
pair of heated 
sock liners that 
come with twin 
r e c h a r g e a b l e 
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lithium batteries that 
will power them on 
low for about eight 
hours. The package 
includes all three wir-
ing options. You can 
clip the batteries to 
the top of your boots, 
wear them in a pouch 
above the calf or carry 
them at your hip. 
Replacement batteries 
with built-in micropro-
cessor controllers sell 
for $39.95, Gerbing's 
Colby Wright said, for 
days when you'll need 
longer or higher heat.

We photographed 
Wright behind a table 
with the � rm's top sell-
ing product, soft shell 
heated vests. You can 
get camo or solid col-
ors in vests and in the 
� rm's popular heated 
gloves. The Stadium 
Seat he is also hold-
ing works great in 
blinds and treestands 
because they provide 
both cushioning and 
welcome warmth. 
Reach Gerbing's in 
Tumwater, Washington 
by calling (866) 371-
4328.

Kevin Faurot said 
Cobra is introducing a 
new line of lightweight 
aluminum sights, to be 
made in the � rm's Bixby, 
Oklahoma plant. "We had sourced some of our products 
overseas, but for 2012 just about everything will be made 
in the U.S.A. It costs us a little more money but we're having 
guys tell us they'd rather buy our American made sights than 
a competitor's imported sights."

The Buckhead 3 pin, 5 pin and 5 pin toolless models in front 
of Faurot will come in black, Lost Camo or Realtree AP. Standard 
equipment includes a rheostat adjustable light. These sights 
are smaller than some previous models, as the high grade 
aluminum allows the use of smaller dovetails. "People like a 
small, 'techy' sight," Faurot said. "And everything will come 
with stainless fasteners. We made the decision that anything 
over $50 retail will now  come with stainless steel screws." 
The Buckhead 5 Point Toolless, model C-706, is pictured here. 
Reach Cobra by calling (800) 352-6272. 

If you're one of the minority of archery retailers still using 
a paper inventory system, Pivotal Payments can ease your 

transition into 
the electronic 
age. This elec-
tronic cash reg-
ister and scanner 
Dale Bergman is 
using are part 
of a turn-key 
Point of Sale 
system avail-
able for $2,995 
to ATA member 
retailers. If you 
can itemize your 
existing invento-

ry on a spreadsheet, Bergman said Pivotal's sta�  will download 
it and you'll be o�  and running. From that point you can scan 
bar codes as you unpack shipments and as you make sales, 
and the computerized cash register will generate reports in as 
much detail as you wish. "You can know what your sales are 
by vendor, by category, by individual product. This is informa-
tion that's essential to running your business more pro� tably," 
said Bergman from the perspective of someone who has been 
serving the archery industry for a decade.

Pivotal Payments also o� ers credit card processing ser-
vices at competitive rates, and can show you how to increase 
holiday sales through the use of custom-printed gift cards. 
Reach Bergman at (773) 278-8902 or by e-mail at dbergman@
pivotalpayments.com

Another service provider reaching out to archery retailers 
on the show � oor was Nation's Best Sports, better known 
as NBS. Begun in 1956, NBS is the largest volume sporting 

goods buying group in North America. More than 
280 retailer members operate a total of more than 
800 retail stores in the U.S. and Canada, with a com-
bined annual sales volume of over $2 billion. NBS 
has been the buying group of choice for the larger 
multi-line sporting goods retailers and most of the 
established manufacturers in the archery industry 
are already participating in the NBS Show held each 
February in Fort Worth, Texas. "Over 90 percent 
of the people exhibiting at this show, will be at 

our show," Maurice Potvin told ArrowTrade in the Columbus 
Convention Center. 

Potvin said NBS has recognized that archery pro shops 
typically don't do the sales volumes needed to qualify for NBS 
membership, so the buying group has a new associate mem-
bership for them. If you focus on archery you need an annual 
sales volume of $1 million, along with good credit, to apply. "If 
they also sell guns and ammo, then they have a $1.5 million 
threshold," the outdoor store recruiter said.

For more information about how NBS can let you buy at 
the best prices, reach them at (817) 605-2207 or check out the 
website at nbs.com

Todd Leidall, senior vice president and general manager 
at Robinson Outdoor Products showed ArrowTrade the latest 
in the Tree Spider line of safety harnesses. The new Tree Spider 
Micro Harness was designed to be the lightest full-featured 
harness available, at just 1.7 pounds, and carries a suggested  

goods buying group in North America. More than 
280 retailer members operate a total of more than 
800 retail stores in the U.S. and Canada, with a com-
bined annual sales volume of over $2 billion. NBS 
has been the buying group of choice for the larger 
multi-line sporting goods retailers and most of the 
established manufacturers in the archery industry 
are already participating in the NBS Show held each 
February in Fort Worth, Texas. "Over 90 percent 
of the people exhibiting at this show, will be at 
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retail price of $99. Like 
the Speed Harness 
and Speed Vest intro-
duced a year earlier, 
the Micro Harness clips 
inside the company's 
camo jackets, speed-
ing up the process of 
donning your safety 
gear. The tether feeds 
out of a built-in slot. 
Liedell said Robinson 
is o� ering 24, 30 and 
36 inch tether lengths 
to accommodate dif-
ferent hunting styles. 
These shock absorbing 
tethers take out 30 to 
40 percent of the shock 
the body would oth-
erwise receive as it's 
brought up short.

If your customer 
also purchased the 
LiveWire descent sys-
tem, they'll next be 
lowered slowly to the 
ground. "Some of our 
retailers are selling this 
as a package with the 
Tree Spider," the gen-
eral manager com-

mented about that safety device which � ts between tether 
and tree. 

Pat Hudak (above) heads up marketing for Robinson, and 
we photographed him by a couple of the new clothing series 
from that Minnesota � rm. The ScentBlocker Triple Threat in 
his hands is a step up from the Out� tter Series the company 
has been selling, because not only is it warm and waterproof, 
but now it is windproof as well. "It stops wind, rain and scent," 
Hudak said of the garment which carries the � rm's top SPF 60 
rating for scent control. "We're sewing it from a lighter micro 
tricot � ber that makes the garment light, soft and quiet, but 
the great thing is this jacket retails for about $149 so there 
is exceptional value for the customer." The same features are 
being sewn into a ScentBlocker Sola Triple 
Threat jacket and bib sized for women.

The new ScentBlocker Protec jacket to 
Hudak's right is for the hunter who prefers 
super-quiet non-pilling � eece garments, 
and who doesn't need the waterproof 
breathable aspect. That jacket will sell for 
about $119.

Reach Robinson Outdoor Products at 
(507) 263-2885.

Over at the Hunten Outdoors booth, 
Chief Operation O�  cer Terry Missey showed 
us some of the company's feeders and acces-
sories. He's standing by a 70 gallon capacity 

"Short Man" feeder, meaning it's designed to be � lled from 
the ground. The company also makes Tall Man and Ladder 
Man styles, all of which can be ordered by UPS since they are 
packaged before assembly. Missey is holding a digital scale 
good for up to 300 pounds, and this � rm sells accessories for 
maintaining and upgrading feeders. Hunten Outdoor is also a 
game camera company, and Missey 
said it has what should be the lowest 
cost black � ash camera on the mar-
ket this year. This upper end model at 
right is the GSC-22-70IR, with a fast 
1/3 second trigger speed, generous 
70 foot black � ash nighttime range 
and a handy slide-out LCD screen. 
Missey said you can use the screen 
to customize the settings but also 
view video so you can see just where 
the camera is aimed. Reach Hunten 
Outdoors in Oklahoma at 
(877) 994-4454.

Hunt Comfort is a 
16-year-old � rm that uses 
the slogan "best seat in the 
woods." David Robinson 
stands by a display of the 
di� erent cushions the � rm 
sells, all made using three dif-
ferent foams as well as gel-
� lled pads. You have to try 
one of these seats to under-
stand why customers glad-
ly pay $49 to $89 for them. 
Robinson invited dealers vis-
iting his booth to sit in com-
fort, then lift the seats to see the rocks and sticks below, fairly 
large objects that were undetectable to the user. "If you've got 
a root, a rock or an acorn you just sat down on, the biggest guy 
at this show can't compress our seat enough to feel it." 

Robinson is holding the new Scout, a model compact 
enough to clip to your belt. For more information about the 
products and this dealer display unit call (888) 757-3232.

Trophy Taker has revised its popular Smackdown arrow 
rest for 2012, slimming it down to make it 35 percent lighter 
through a metal injection molding approach. You can see 
the dramatic di� erence in this photo. The new version at 

right shows the full containment option 
where arrows are pushed through a 
Bristle Gate. You'll be able to order this 
slim new Smackdown in red, camo or 
black by calling (406) 826-0600. 

67
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Sebastien Gagnon 
is wearing muffs 
because Spypoint
is introducing four 
new styles from its 
Canadian manufactur-
ing base. "We have reg-
ular mu� s for shooting, 
and three models with 
amplification, offer-
ing either 6, 8 or 10 
power ampli� cation." 
Naturally the ampli� ed 
models also function 
as hearing protectors, 
cutting out any muzzle 
blasts. Mikes on each 
side of the head adjust 
independently to 
allow you to balance hearing even if you've lost some hear-
ing in one ear, Gagnon explained. The top rated EEM4-25 also 
comes with an external microphone you can mount outside 
a blind.

Spypoint has been in the game camera side of the market 
for eight years. In 2011 it was o� ering a Tiny W which sent the 
photos to a hidden black box receiver up to 50 feet away. Now 
it's doubled the range for the 2012 Tiny-W2 model. 

The HD-12 Gagnon is holding is a black � ash surveil-
lance camera with a separate wireless detector you can set 
along a trail to trigger the camera when the subject is out-
side the camera's normal 50 foot maximum detection range. 
Additional detectors are available so you could monitor 
multiple trails to a food plot with a single camera. This model 
records up to 12mp images and has a built-in 3 inch viewing 
screen. Like all Spypoint cameras, the unit can be held in your 
hand while reviewing images, switching batteries or SD cards, 
then you simply return it to the protective case. Many custom-
ers opt to buy a charger and two rechargeable lithium battery 
packs, Gagnon said.

Spypoint cameras range up to $499.99 in suggested 
retail price, well above the average in the industry. "We don't 
produce them in China. We do all the assembly and quality 
control in Quebec, which is why we had a return rate of just 
.6 percent in 2011. Our buyers really like that," Gagnon said. 
"We are the number one game camera brand in Europe and 
Canada. Even with all the competitors we have in the states, 
we increased our sales in the U.S. by 38 percent last year." 
While these are Canadian-made products, retailers south of 
the border are served by a sales and distribution o�  ce in 
Vermont, so there are no customs issues to deal with.

If you'd like to learn more about what 
Spypoint has to o� er a retailer, call the Canadian 
headquarters at (514) 868-1811 or the U.S. sales 
o�  ce at (888) SPY POINT.

Justin Lowry was photographed behind a dis-
play of the distinctive zebra-stripped Ted Nugent 
arrows from Gold Tip. The new green one is a Ted 
Nugent Special Forces Edition where part of the 
proceeds go back to support the military similar 

to how the pink arrow contributes money to breast 
cancer research.

The banner behind Lowry is a reminder the 
Orem,  Utah � rm is also the source for B Stinger sta-
bilizers. That line has more hunting models this year 
including the Sport Hunter Xtreme we photographed 
in 6, 8 and 10 inches, all with three independently 

removable 1 ounce end weights. Reach Gold Tip at (800) 551-
0541. 

At the Arizona 
Rim Country booth, 
Randy and Gladys 
Phillips had been 
explaining to retail-
ers the advantage of 
cupping short, high 
pro� le vanes. The 
three arms on their 
EZ-Fletch Mini and 
EZ-Fletch Bolt jigs 
are formed in a way 
that the top end of 
the vane is cupped 
as it faces the wind, 
making it far sti� er 
than a straight or 
helical alignment. 
"When it's cupped, 
that � etch can't lay 
down," the designer 
said. "The cup also 
adds to rotation, so you end up with less drag and � atter 
shooting arrows." The bene� ts are particularly signi� cant 
on short crossbow arrows, he said, which otherwise have a 
tendency to drift at long ranges. Reach the couple at their 
Chandler, Arizona headquarters by calling (480) 961-7995. 

Rose City Archery was "green" before that term became 
fashionable. It has been producing Port Orford Cedar arrows 

for 82 years and its factory 
is set up to get the maxi-
mum amount of good shafts 
from every block of wood. 
Co-owner Ramo Ocequera 
told us all the shavings and 
sawdust are � rst steam-pro-
cessed to remove the fra-
grant cedar oil, which goes 
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