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It has been several years now since 
crossbows became a major prod-
uct category within the archery 

industry and much of the initial resis-
tance and concern among both bow-
hunters and dealers has faded away. 
Originally some bowhunters predicted 
complete destruction of the deer herd 
with the introduction of the crossbow 
for general use. Meanwhile some deal-
ers thought that if crossbows became 
popular it would destroy their business. 

As we now know neither of these 
assumptions were true. In fact dealers 
who added crossbows to their inventory 
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are not only seeing new customers and 
an increase in business, but are � nding 
some of those customers are crossing 
over into vertical bows. One concern  
even the dealers who stocked cross-
bows originally expressed, was that 
once a customer purchased a cross-
bow add-on sales would be minimal 
and they would never see the cus-
tomer again. � is also has proven false 
as the range of accessories has grown 
year by year and improvements in the 
crossbows themselves have generated 
repeat buying. 

� e vast potential of the crossbow 
market has brought 
new manufactur-
ers into the � eld. 
Plus arrow, broad-
head and acces-
sory manufacturers 
have introduced 
crossbow specific 
products. Original 
crossbow manufac-
turers have reacted 
by upgrading their 
existing models 
and coming out 
with new models to 
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attract di� erent segments of the cus-
tomer base with many aimed at specif-
ic price points. Customers are respond-
ing by looking to either upgrade their 
original crossbow to a better model 
or add some new accessory. Overall 
the market remains stimulated and is 
proving a real boon for both dealers 
and the industry overall. Let’s take a 
look at some of the crossbows avail-
able for 2012 that you might want to 
consider adding to your inventory to 
meet this steadily growing segment of 
the market.

Darton
“Darton continues to set its 

sights on performance and accuracy,” 
explained Ted Harpham, Darton’s sales 
manager. “Darton crossbows are shock 
free, user friendly, fast, accurate and 
safe. While hunting whitetail deer with 
a crossbow is still a short range sport, 
Darton bows are capable of delivering 
1 to 2 inch groups consistently at 60 
yards or more making them pin-point 
accurate at the normally much shorter 
hunting ranges. Our bows feature a 
large protective guard that prevents 
the shooter from placing his � ngers 

market has brought 
new manufactur-
ers into the � eld. 
Plus arrow, broad-
head and acces-
sory manufacturers 
have introduced 
crossbow specific 
products. Original 
crossbow manufac-
turers have reacted 
by upgrading their 
existing models 
and coming out 
with new models to 

36

The expanded crossbow opportunities across the country are 
bringing new hunters to the sport as well as bringing old hunters 
back. Crossbows are also opening up bowhunting opportunities 
for youth and ladies who are unable to handle a vertical bow of 
a su�  cient draw weight. This creates excellent opportunities for 
dealers who sell and service crossbows.

bringing new hunters to the sport as well as bringing old hunters 
back. Crossbows are also opening up bowhunting opportunities 
for youth and ladies who are unable to handle a vertical bow of 
a su�  cient draw weight. This creates excellent opportunities for 

Darton’s Serpent LTD II features an improved trigger design with 
less travel and a crisp feel for increased accuracy. The ri� e style 
ambidextrous safety, common on all of Darton’s crossbows, is 
quick and easy for the hunter to use without taking their eyes o�  of 
the target.

Crossbow Market Offers     Plenty of Sales Growth
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in the path of the string accidentally,  
especially during the excitement of the 
hunt. Our anti-dry� re system is 100 
percent fail safe protecting both the 
shooter and the bow and all models 
feature quad limbs and standard string 
suppressors for reduced vibration and 
noise.”

“At Darton we are very proud of 
the fact that all of our components are 
made in the USA,” Harpham contin-
ued. “When it comes to stated speci-
� cations Darton bows are guaranteed 
to be on spec or above ensuring the 
customer gets full value for his dollar. 
Crossbows are bringing new shooters 
to the sport of archery and bowhunting 
as well as bringing old shooters back 
into the sport and all of this means 
added revenue for the archery dealer. 
Darton o� ers the dealer a quality cross-
bow that will suit his customers’ needs 
and � t into his budget all while o� ering 
the bonus of being built in the USA. It’s 
a win-win for everyone.”

Darton o� ers four di� erent models 
in its crossbow line. � e Terminator, 
which is new for 2012 has a 165 pound 
draw weight and delivers 340 fps with 
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Darton o� ers four di� erent models 
in its crossbow line. � e Terminator, 
which is new for 2012 has a 165 pound 
draw weight and delivers 340 fps with 

a 14 inch power 
stroke. The 
Serpent has a 
170 pound draw 

weight and a 13 inch power stroke 
shooting at 335 fps. � e Serpent LTD 
II has 180 pounds of draw weight 
and a 13 inch power stroke develop-
ing 355 fps. � e FireForce, new for 
2012 has 185 pounds of draw weight 
and an impressive 17.25 inch power 
stroke delivering a blistering 400 fps. 
� e Terminator and the Serpent feature 
high end triggers with a 4 to 4.5 pound 
trigger pull. � e Serpent LTD II and the 
FireForce triggers are factory pre-set 
to 3 pounds or less. Minimum adver-
tised prices (MAP) for bows only are as 
follows; Terminator $499.99, Serpent, 
$659.99, Serpent LTD II $859.99 and 
the FireForce $999.99.

� e bows have between 8 and 8.8 
pounds of mass weight depending 
upon the model. While all models are 
available in camo the FireForce and 
the Serpent LTD II are also available in 
black for the hunter who hunts from a 
blind or simply prefers black, which is 
currently popular among many hunt-
ers. All models feature a skeletonized 
stock for a popular modern tactical 
look. For more information on Darton 
crossbows call (989) 728-4231. 
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Scorpyd
Many of the advancements in 

archery have come from inventors and 
manufacturers who were thinking out-
side the box. Jim Kempf is certainly 
one of the people who took a di� erent 
approach to an old idea when he came 
up with the “Reverse Draw” Scorpyd 
Crossbow. 

Jim Kempf is the inventor and 
owner of Reverse Draw Technology. 
He recently told ArrowTrade, “I � rst 
envisioned my now patented Reverse 
Draw (RDT) concept in 2003. RDT is a 
‘system’ comprised of reversed limbs, 
a centralized riser, long power stroke, 
and patented inverted cams. It is the 
combination of all of these things that 
make for the absolute best crossbow 
shooting experience possible. RDT, by 
design, engineers in smooth shooting. 
When the design is combined with the 
� nest high quality components built 
around the best trigger available you 
get a Scorpyd Crossbow.” 

Scorpyd Crossbow o� ers three 
models, and all feature a unique fold-
ing stock. � e folding stock makes it 
easier for the shooter to cock the bow as 
they can bend over more easily without 
the interference of the crossbow stock 

in the path of the string accidentally,  in the path of the string accidentally,  

a 14 inch power 
stroke. The 
Serpent has a 
170 pound draw 

weight and a 13 inch power stroke weight and a 13 inch power stroke 

Darton’s FireForce, new for 2012, features larger axles, sealed 
oversized Quad Ball Bearings plus wider and stronger laminated 
Quad limbs which are combined with a compact front end riser and 
redesigned stock. In addition to the standard string suppressors the 
FireForce features a Barrel Dampener to further reduce noise and 
vibration. The FireForce is designed for the customer who demands 
the best. 

a 14 inch power a 14 inch power Scorpyda 14 inch power 
Quad limbs which are combined with a compact front end riser and 
redesigned stock. In addition to the standard string suppressors the 

The Terminator from Darton is new for 2012 and is a quality 
crossbow at an a� ordable price. 

stock for a popular modern tactical 
look. For more information on Darton 

Continued on page 40

Crossbow Market Offers     Plenty of Sales Growth
By John Kasun
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GAME ON FOR 2012. The all-NEW Raider CLS™ features an economical 
variation of TenPoint’s award winning Compact Limb System (CLS) bow 
assembly. Lethal and compact, this high-octane crossbow has no peer.

GAME ON FOR 2012. The all-NEW Raider CLS™ features an economical 

RAIDER CLS

starting at: $799

The Invader HP™ has muscled-up for 2012. It out-classes the 
competition on all levels with a harder hitting bow assembly 
featuring TenPoint’s HL limbs and HP cams.

INVADER HP

starting at: $499

 330FPS

 180LB. Draw Wt.

 101.6FP Kinetic Energy

bybybyby

The Warrior HL™ has beefed-up with TenPoint’s 175 LB. HL limbs. 
This high-performance model delivers unmatched accuracy and 
durability at its price.

WARRIOR HL

starting at: $399

The Warrior HL™ has beefed-up with TenPoint’s 175 LB. HL limbs. 
This high-performance model delivers unmatched accuracy and This high-performance model delivers unmatched accuracy and 
durability at its price.durability at its price.
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84FP KE

The Invader HP™ has muscled-up for 2012. It out-classes the 
competition on all levels with a harder hitting bow assembly 
featuring TenPoint’s HL limbs and HP cams.

INVADER 
The Invader HP™ has muscled-up for 2012. It out-classes the 
competition on all levels with a harder hitting bow assembly 
featuring TenPoint’s HL limbs and HP cams.

INVADER 

 315FPS

 180LB. Draw Wt.

92.6FP KE

Invader HP & Warrior HL shown with optional TenPoint™ 3X Multi-Line™ ScopeInvader HP & Warrior HL shown with optional TenPoint™ 3X Multi-Line™ Scope

www.tenpointcrossbows.com

Our NEW longer, lighter Fusion Lite™ stock and a newly-crafted 
narrower bow assembly fitted with 180 LB field-tested HL limbs and 
NEW XR wheels elevates TenPoint’s long-standing workhorse model 
to thoroughbred status.

Our NEW longer, lighter Fusion Lite™ stock and a newly-crafted 
narrower bow assembly fitted with 180 LB field-tested HL limbs and 
NEW XR wheels elevates TenPoint’s long-standing workhorse model 

The fastest and lightest of our expanding collection of XLT models. A fusion of 
TenPoint’s cutting-edge, featherweight, wrapped carbon fiber barrel with 

a 185 LB version of our radically compact XLT bow assembly, 
the Carbon Elite takes fit, form, and function 

to the level of perfection.

The fastest and lightest of our expanding collection of XLT models. A fusion of 

 185 LB Draw Wt.

352 FPS / 102 FP KE
with 370-grain Pro Lite Arrow

334 FPS / 106 FP KE
with 425-grain Pro Elite Arrow

302 FPS / 110 FP KE
with 545-grain Full Metal Jacket Arrow

 180 LB Draw Wt.

345 FPS / 98 FP KE
with 370-grain Pro Lite Arrow

327 FPS / 101 FP KE
with 425-grain Pro Elite Arrow

296 FPS / 106 FP KE
with 545-grain Full Metal Jacket Arrow

 180 LB Draw Wt.

333 FPS / 92 FP KE
with 370-grain Pro Lite Arrow

315 FPS / 94 FP KE
with 425-grain Pro Elite Arrow

282 FPS / 96 FP KE
with 545-grain Full Metal Jacket Arrow

Pairing our NEW lighter and longer Fusion Lite™ stock with a 
more rugged XLT bow assembly powered by double-laminated 
IsoTaper Limbs, the NEW Turbo handles like a dream but hits like 
a heavyweight.

Pairing our NEW lighter and longer Fusion Lite™ stock with a 

TENPOINT’S 2012 NEW PRODUCT LINEUP —

LIGHTER. FASTER. NARROWER.
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GAME ON FOR 2012. The all-NEW Raider CLS™ features an economical 
variation of TenPoint’s award winning Compact Limb System (CLS) bow 
assembly. Lethal and compact, this high-octane crossbow has no peer.
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TENPOINT’S 2012 NEW PRODUCT LINEUP —
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protruding into their stomach or chest 
during the cocking procedure. � is is 
especially important when attempting 
to cock a crossbow in a treestand. 

“Scorpyd offers the customer 
exactly what they want,” continued 
Kempf. “We o� er three basic models, 
which include the Telson ($1049.00 
MSRP), the SLP ($1249.00 MSRP) and 
the new Ventilator ($1349.00 MSRP). 
We o� er all three models in three draw 
weights, so we ask, ‘How fast do you 
want to go, and how much draw weight 
do you want to pull?’ Some shooters 
want the world’s fastest crossbow, and 
that is our SLP (Solid Limb Platform) 
165. With 165 pound draw weight it 
shoots 425 fps delivering 160 pounds 
of Kinetic energy. � e SLP 165 is super 
accurate but is hard on 3-D targets. � e 
SLP has a 20.5 inch power stroke, and 
is also available with a 125 pound draw 
weight delivering up to 370 fps and with 

protruding into their stomach or chest 
during the cocking procedure. � is is 
especially important when attempting 

“Scorpyd offers the customer 
exactly what they want,” continued 
Kempf. “We o� er three basic models, 
which include the Telson ($1049.00 
MSRP), the SLP ($1249.00 MSRP) and 
the new Ventilator ($1349.00 MSRP). 
We o� er all three models in three draw 
weights, so we ask, ‘How fast do you 
want to go, and how much draw weight 
do you want to pull?’ Some shooters 
want the world’s fastest crossbow, and 
that is our SLP (Solid Limb Platform) 
165. With 165 pound draw weight it 
shoots 425 fps delivering 160 pounds 
of Kinetic energy. � e SLP 165 is super 
accurate but is hard on 3-D targets. � e 
SLP has a 20.5 inch power stroke, and 
is also available with a 125 pound draw 
weight delivering up to 370 fps and with 

150 pound limbs shooting up to 400 
fps. It comes standard with Barnsdale 
laminated limbs and does not have an 
anti-dry� re device for those customers 
who do not desire this feature.”

“For customers desiring the qui-
etest crossbow we o� er the Telson 
series,” Kempf explained. “� e Telson 
is the � rst crossbow to generate 
1 pound of kinetic energy for each 
pound of draw weight. It is available 
with an easy to handle 90 pounds of 
draw weight shooting up to 330 fps. 
With 110 pounds of draw weight the 
speed increases to 360 fps and at 130 
pounds of draw weight it tops out at 
385 fps. � e Telson comes standard 
with Gordon glass split limbs, and the 
patent pending anti-dry� re equipped 
trigger assembly. Trigger pull is less 
than 3 pounds, and is super smooth.”

“New for 2012 is Scorpyd’s 
Ventilator,” Kempf added. “The 

Ventilator was 
developed in 
response to 
the numer-
ous requests we 
have received 
for a more com-
pact and light-
er crossbow. 
The Ventilator 
weighs in at 
just 7.9 pounds. 
However it is 

“no lightweight” 
when it comes 
to performance. 
� e Ventilator is 
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Ventilator,” Kempf added. “The 
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developed in 
response to 
the numer-
ous requests we 
have received 
for a more com-
pact and light-
er crossbow. 
The Ventilator 
weighs in at 
just 7.9 pounds. 
However it is 

“no lightweight” 
when it comes 
to performance. 
� e Ventilator is 

our top-of-the-line bow, and is o� ered 
with an optional Trijicon ACOG range-
� nding crossbow scope for the ultimate 
hunting combination. Anti-dry � re 
equipped, the Ventilator o� ers a 100 
pound draw weight shooting at up to 
345 fps, with a 125 pound draw weight 
it generates up to 370 fps and the 150 
pound draw weight produces up to 400 
fps. � e Ventilator comes standard with 
Barnsdale laminated limbs, new vent-
ed forearm, and all titanium fasteners 
for maximum strength and corrosion 
resistance.”

Reverse Draw Technology plac-
es more of the weight of the cross-
bow between the shooter’s hands as 
opposed to on the end of the bow as 
is common with a conventional cross-
bow. � is physical arrangement makes 
the bow feel lighter and more comfort-
able to the shooter, a very strong selling 
point.

 � e SLP is available in black while 
the Telson and Ventilator are avail-
able in black or Realtree Hardwoods 
Gray. For additional information on 
the Scorpyd line call (319) 331-4700.

Excalibur 
Excalibur is a � rm believer in the 

old adage, “If it ain’t broke, don’t � x it.” 
Although Excalibur incorporates the 
latest technology and materials in its 
crossbows and manufacturing proce-
dures, its basic recurve limb design 
has remained the heart of its crossbow 
design since its inception. I remem-
ber when I was � rst introduced to the 
Excalibur line by the inventor and 

Ventilator was 
developed in 
response to 
the numer-
ous requests we 
have received 
for a more com-
pact and light-
er crossbow. 
The Ventilator 
weighs in at 
just 7.9 pounds. 
However it is 
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However it is 
“no lightweight” 
when it comes 
to performance. 
� e Ventilator is 

weighs in at 
just 7.9 pounds. 
However it is New from Scorypd for 2012 is the Ventilator. A compact cross-

bow weighing in at 7.9 pounds, the Ventilator delivers between 
345 and 400 fps depending upon the draw weight selected. The 
Ventilator is Scorpyd’s top-of-the-line bow and is o� ered with an 
optional Trijicon ACOG range-� nding crossbow scope for the ulti-
mate hunting combination. 

The SLP is Scorpyd’s fastest crossbow model delivering 425 fps 
with a comfortable and easy to draw 165 pounds. Also available 
are 150 and 125 pound models.

150 pound limbs shooting up to 400 150 pound limbs shooting up to 400 our top-of-the-line bow, and is o� ered our top-of-the-line bow, and is o� ered 

Scorpyd’s Telson delivers 1 pound of kinetic energy for each 
pound of draw weight. This allows the hunter to develop more 
than adequate energy required for hunting while drawing a bow 
at a weight that is comfortable and easy to cock.

Continued from page 37
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founder of Excalibur, Bill Troubridge. 
“� e more parts you have, the great-
er the chances of something going 
wrong,” Troubridge told me. “Keeping 
your hunting equipment simple 
decreases your chances for problems 
and increases your chances of suc-
cess. Besides, if my recurve crossbow 
will shoot completely through a deer 
does it really matter how far down 

founder of Excalibur, Bill Troubridge. 
“� e more parts you have, the great-
er the chances of something going 
wrong,” Troubridge told me. “Keeping 
your hunting equipment simple 
decreases your chances for problems 
and increases your chances of suc-
cess. Besides, if my recurve crossbow 
will shoot completely through a deer 
does it really matter how far down 

through the woods the arrow goes?” 
Troubridge’s comments on that day 
many years ago made a lot of sense 
to me then and over time it has made 
a lot of sense to many others as well. 
Excalibur has claimed its fair market 
share and is quite popular among hunt-
ers who appreciate not only its simplic-
ity and performance but its physical 
light weight as well. Depending upon 

through the woods the arrow goes?” 
Troubridge’s comments on that day 
many years ago made a lot of sense 
to me then and over time it has made 
a lot of sense to many others as well. 
Excalibur has claimed its fair market 
share and is quite popular among hunt-
ers who appreciate not only its simplic-
ity and performance but its physical 
light weight as well. Depending upon 

the model selected, Excalibur cross-
bows weigh in at between 5.9 and 6.3 
pounds without accessories. 

“� e average crossbow hunter is 
rapidly approaching 50 years of age 
and many are abandoning treestands 
and turning to ground blinds,” said 
Rob Dykeman, director of sales and 
marketing for Excalibur. “Excalibur tar-
geted that segment of the market with 

founder of Excalibur, Bill Troubridge. founder of Excalibur, Bill Troubridge. through the woods the arrow goes?” through the woods the arrow goes?” 

Excalibur’s Eclipse XT is brand new for 2012. It comes in a carbon 
� ber � nish ideal for hunting from blinds and is popular among 
hunters who desire the “Tactical Look”. The Eclipse XT shown here 
is complete with Excalibur’s XT kit of accessories. 

Excalibur’s Eclipse XT is brand new for 2012. It comes in a carbon Excalibur’s Eclipse XT is brand new for 2012. It comes in a carbon 

hunters who desire the “Tactical Look”. The Eclipse XT shown here 

The Ibex SMF is Excalibur’s price point bow for 2012 aimed at the 
$500 range. This bow is an excellent entry level bow or a bow for 
the hunter on a tight budget.
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its Eclipse XT, which is new for 2012. 
� e Eclipse features a black carbon 
� nish from head to toe making it ideal 
for ground blind hunting. � e black 
carbon � nish is also popular among 
crossover ri� e hunters. � ere has been 
a recent movement among gun hunters 
towards ri� es with black � nishes and 
when those hunters are looking for a 
crossbow they are drawn to the black 
� nish.”

� e Eclipse XT has a draw weight 
of 200 pounds and with a power stroke 
of 15.5 inches it delivers a 350 grain 
arrow at 330 fps. It features a thumb-
hole stock, S5 sound and vibration con-
trol system, a Dissipater Bar that pro-
vides added dampening and match-
ing cheekpiece. � e MAP price of the 
Eclipse XT complete with Lite Stu�  
Package, which includes a scope, four 
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arrow quiver, four 
Fire-Bolt arrows 
with � eld points 
and a rope cocking 
aid is $869.99.

Also new for 
2012 is Excalibur’s 
Ibex SMF, which 
gives the dealer a 
price point bow 
with an MAP of 
$539.99 complete 
with Excalibur’s 

Lite Stu�  accessory 
package. With a 
draw weight of 175 
pounds and a 14.5 

inch power stroke the Ibex propels a 
350 grain arrow at a speed of 305 fps. 

Excalibur is seeing increased inter-
est in the top-of-the-line Equinox. “I 
think this surge of interest in a high end 
bow clearly shows that crossbow hunt-
ers are upgrading their equipment,” 
explained Dykeman. “� e Equinox is 
our powerhouse bow with a 225 pound 
draw weight and a 16.5 inch power 
stroke generating speeds up to 350 fps 
with a 350 grain arrow. It also features 
a Dissipater Bar and S5 shock sound 
suppression system and an ambidex-
trous cheekpiece. It has a MAP price of 
$899.99 and includes a Lite Stu�  acces-
sory pack. Customers interested in this 
bow are normally people with several 
years of crossbow hunting experience 
under their belt who are looking to step 
up to the next level of equipment and 

performance. To 
me this means that 
the dealers who 
have an inventory 
of equipment that 
allows the custom-
er to move up to 
the next level will 
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sory pack. Customers interested in this 
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performance. To 
me this means that 
the dealers who 
have an inventory 
of equipment that 
allows the custom-
er to move up to 
the next level will 

be rewarded with increased sales and 
steady growth.” To learn more about 
Excalibur’s complete line of bows and 
accessories phone (519) 743-6890.

Bowtech Stryker 
As Stryker Crossbows (a division 

of BowTech) rolled out its StrykeZone 
350 and StrykeZone 380, Director of 
Marketing Sam Coalson said, “� ese 
bows will instantly place shooters ‘in 
the zone’. � e StrykeZone 350 provides 
a speed of 350 fps yet allows for an 
easy draw due to its easy-to-handle 
135 pound draw weight. � e 350 comes 
equipped with Octane string and 
cables for maximum quality and preci-
sion-engineered cams with a compact 
19-3/16 inch axle-to-axle measure-
ment and a 15.5 inch power stroke.”

“Stryker also o� ers the blazing fast 
StrykeZone 380 with a 160 pound draw 
weight,” continued Coalson. “Driving 
bolts at 380 fps, it’s the fastest mem-
ber of the all-new high-performance 
StrykeZone collection. � e StrykeZone 
380 utilizes an impressive blend of 
cutting-edge technologies to produce 
a reliable, lightweight crossbow. Our 
unique piston design allows the trig-
ger pull to be independent of the bow’s 
holding weight; combined with a dou-
ble sear this ensures an ultra-light trig-
ger pull. � e double jaw string capture 
protects the trigger mechanism from 
the elements promising a clean release 
in any weather. � e StrykeZone deliv-
ers impressive power with an easy draw 
and the KillSwitch trigger has less than 
3 pounds of trigger pull and a fraction 
of an inch of travel. � e StrykeZone 
380 also comes with Octane string and 
cables for maximum quality and preci-
sion-engineered cams with a 19-3/16 
inch axle-to-axle measurement and a 
15.5 inch power stroke.” 

arrow quiver, four 
Fire-Bolt arrows 
with � eld points 
and a rope cocking 
aid is $869.99.

2012 is Excalibur’s 
Ibex SMF, which 
gives the dealer a 
price point bow 
with an MAP of 
$539.99 complete 
with Excalibur’s 

performance. To 
me this means that 
the dealers who 
have an inventory 
of equipment that 
allows the custom-
er to move up to 
the next level will 

its Eclipse XT, which is new for 2012. its Eclipse XT, which is new for 2012. 

Lite Stu�  accessory 
package. With a 
draw weight of 175 
pounds and a 14.5 

inch power stroke the Ibex propels a inch power stroke the Ibex propels a 

$539.99 complete 
with Excalibur’s 

The Equinox is Excalibur’s powerhouse cranking out 350 fps at 
225 pounds of draw weight. Excalibur is seeing hunters who have 
been in the sport for several years upgrading to the Equinox as 
they seek more power and the latest technology. 

42

 Stryker Crossbows, a division of BowTech, o� ers the Stryke 
Zone 350 and StrykeZone 380 shooting at 350 and 380 fps 
respectively with comfortable easy-to-handle draw weights of 
135 and 160 pounds. The 350 is shown here in Mossy Oak while 
the 380 is shown at right in Optifade Forest. Both crossbows are 
available in either camo pattern. 
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One feature that makes Stryker 
Crossbows among the safest on the 
market is the Auto-Flip magnetic safety 
that clicks into the safe position every 
time the bow is cocked and is engi-
neered to click back into safe mode if 
the crossbow is dropped or the bolt is 
removed. Another safety feature is the 
Cease-Fire safety plug, a double barred 
insert that slides into place locking the 
string capture jaws and immobilizing 
the trigger until you remove it and 
are ready to shoot. � at adds a great 
deal of con� dence when transporting 
a cocked crossbow on an ATV or while 
using a haul rope to lift one into a tree-
stand.

� e StrykeZone 350 has an MSRP 
of $649.00 with the accessory pack-
age and $549.00 without the package. 
(� e package includes three 385 grain 
matched Stryker bolts, a � ve-arrow 
quick detach quiver, multi-reticle scope 
and cocking aid.) � e StrykeZone 380 
has an MSRP of $749.00 and is only 
available with an accessory package 
that includes � ve 385 grain matched 
Stryker bolts, a � ve-arrow quick detach 
quiver, multi-reticle scope, detachable 
shoulder sling, cocking aid and string 
stops.

Both the StrykeZone 350 and 380 
are available in Mossy Oak Treestand 
or Optifade Forest. For more informa-
tion call (541) 284-4711.
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the trigger until you remove it and 
are ready to shoot. � at adds a great 
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using a haul rope to lift one into a tree-

Kodabow
� e brainchild of Chuck Matasic, 

the Kodabow appeared on the cross-
bow scene in 2010. “I had an exten-
sive background in the sporting goods 
industry and saw the growth poten-
tial in crossbow sales,” said Matasic. “I 
wanted to apply high end gun technol-
ogy to the trigger assembly as well as 
the overall styling of the bow, paying 
special attention to the tight tolerances 
and the quality of the components. 
Because I would have complete control 
over the manufacture and assembly, I 

� e brainchild of Chuck Matasic, 
the Kodabow appeared on the cross-
bow scene in 2010. “I had an exten-
sive background in the sporting goods 
industry and saw the growth poten-
tial in crossbow sales,” said Matasic. “I 
wanted to apply high end gun technol-
ogy to the trigger assembly as well as 
the overall styling of the bow, paying 
special attention to the tight tolerances 
and the quality of the components. 
Because I would have complete control 
over the manufacture and assembly, I 

also wanted to make sure the bow was 
100 percent American-made. � is com-
bined e� ort resulted in the Kodabow, 
which is not only fast, accurate and 
dependable, but is also packable for 
travel and can be easily maintained by 
the user.”

� e Kodabow uses a dual limb 
recurve for simplicity of design and 
to reduce the physical weight of the 
bow. It features an anti-dry� re system 
with an indicator that provides visu-
al con� rmation that a bolt is loaded, 
properly seated and ready to shoot. An 

The Kodabow is compact, lightweight and 
extremely maneuverable under even the 
most extreme hunting conditions.

The Kodabow is compact, lightweight and 

T he mechanical advantage (let-o�) of 
           compound wheel technology makes sense 
           for vertical bows where the archer enjoys 
lower holding weight.            for crossbows, 
where holding weight is not a factor, wheels 
become a mechanical disadvantage.  
The “mechanical advantage” of recurve limbs.  
Let-off, the mechanical advantage afforded by 
compound technology, is important to “vertical” bows 
where the archer must physically hold the bowstring 
while shooting.  With crossbows, because there is no 
such holding, this mechanical advantage becomes a 
mechanical disadvantage.  The “wheels” represent only 
more parts to break or things to go wrong without 
offering any substantive function.  In fact, it’s just the 
opposite, the time-tested and proven recurve limbs on 
an Excalibur Crossbow offer numerous advantages 
over wheeled counterparts.  
RELIABILITY–Those who shoot crossbows for a living 
choose Excalibur and recurve limbs for their reliability 
and durability. 
If you want to know how a product performs over the 
long haul, ask those who use it in the most grueling 
situations.  In the case of crossbows, ask killer whale 
researcher Bob Pitman, who uses a crossbow 
day after day to tag killer whales…

“ We work o� small boats in Antarctica and use 
 crossbows to attach satellite tags to killer whales 
 for scienti�c research.  We need a crossbow that 
 we can rely on; one that can take a pounding in the 
 launch and stand up to the salt spray and freezing 
 cold, every day, for weeks on end.  We have tried 
 several di�erent brands over the years, but only 
 Excalibur has been up to the task.”
 
                            Bob Pitman – Protected Resources Division, 
                                                           National Marine Fisheries Service

Excalibur 
Equinox 
shown

Recurve-Limbed Crossbows are more reliable, 
more accurate, more powerful, lighter weight, 

Extremely fast and virtually maintenance free!
ACCURACY– Three times more 
wins than all other brands combined.

LIGHTWEIGHT DESIGN–
Fewer parts and streamlined design mean 
less weight to carry through the woods.

DURABILITY– There are over 250,000 
�berglass strands in an Excalibur recurve limb!

POWER– Excalibur 
Recurve-Limbed 
Crossbows have the power 
to take the biggest game!

SPEED–Faster than 
the majority of compound crossbows – 
without sacri�cing accuracy! 

LOW MAINTENANCE–Change out a string 
in just 18 seconds – without a bow press!

2335 Shirley Drive, 
Kitchener, Ontario, N2B 3X4  Canada 
Bus: (519)743-6890  |  Fax: (519)743-6964    
Email: service@excaliburcrossbow.com 
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ambidextrous automatic safety engages 
upon cocking. � e string can be easily 
changed in the � eld and a manual de-
cocker is built into the bow for safe and 
easy unloading after the hunt without 
the need to discharge the crossbow. 
For remote travel and packing, or for o�  
season storage when personal space is 

ambidextrous automatic safety engages 
upon cocking. � e string can be easily 
changed in the � eld and a manual de-
cocker is built into the bow for safe and 
easy unloading after the hunt without 
the need to discharge the crossbow. 
For remote travel and packing, or for o�  
season storage when personal space is 

limited, the entire Kodabow crossbow 
can be disassembled and will � t into 
a very small box approximately 15 x 12 
x 3 inches, which is the size of one of 
the US Postal Service Priority Mailing 
boxes. Kodabow claims that using the 
de-stringing aid and the tool kit that 
ships with every Kodabow, reassembly 
at the hunting site takes approximately 
10 minutes.

Five di� erent sets of limbs are 
available for the Kodabow, all of which 
have the same geometry but come in 
� ve di� erent weight ranges as follows; 
Alpha Strike Lite – 125 pounds; Alpha 
Strike – 155 pounds; Koda-Express – 
185 pounds; Bravo Zulu – 200 pounds 
and the Big Rhino – 225 pounds. � e 
power stroke is constant at 14 inches 
regardless of limbs selected and the 
speeds generated vary from 250 to 350 
fps depending upon limb weight and 
based on a 350 grain arrow. 

Kodabow uses genuine AR “battle 
ri� e parts” for the rear stock, pistol 
grip and foregrip. � e foregrip is avail-
able in a seven position vertical grip 
or a large palm swell style potato grip 
that feels more 
like a tradition-
al ri� e. A 1 inch 
diameter tacti-
cal � ashlight can 
also be integrat-
ed into the grip 
assembly. With 
the full length 
picatinny rail a 
shooter can trick 
up a Kodabow by 
adding a bipod 
and any other AR 
style rail acces-
sory. With the 
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Kodabow uses genuine AR “battle 
ri� e parts” for the rear stock, pistol 
grip and foregrip. � e foregrip is avail-
able in a seven position vertical grip 
or a large palm swell style potato grip 

adjustable AR-15 stock the length of the 
trigger pull can be easily set from 10.5 
to 14.25 inches. � is allows the shooter 
to customize the bow to their body size 
as well as clothing required depend-
ing upon the weather. � e trigger has 
minimal travel with a factory spec of 
3.5 pounds of trigger pull. MSRP for the 
Kodabow ranges from $819.00 without 
optics to $899.00 with optics. For more 
information on Kodabow phone (610)-
620-4352

Tenpoint
TenPoint is a well established 

name among crossbow manufactur-
ers and it o� ers a complete line of 
crossbows and accessories. Its wide 
selection of crossbows is guaranteed 
to satisfy even the most particular cus-
tomer. New for 2012 is the Carbon Elite 
XLT, which is a fusion of TenPoint’s 
carbon barrel with a 185 pound ver-
sion of its radically compact XLT bow 
assembly. � e XLT’s axle-to-axle width 
is 17.5 inches wide un-cocked and 13.5 
inches cocked making it highly maneu-
verable. Tipping the scale at a mere 6 

Alpha Strike Lite – 125 pounds; Alpha 

ambidextrous automatic safety engages ambidextrous automatic safety engages limited, the entire Kodabow crossbow limited, the entire Kodabow crossbow limited, the entire Kodabow crossbow adjustable AR-15 stock the length of the adjustable AR-15 stock the length of the 

The full length AR-15 style picatinny rail on the Kodabow allows the user to mount a foregrip, bipod or other devices as desired. The 
vertical foregrip has a seven position adjustment and the stock allows for 3.75 inches of adjustment from the butt plate to the trigger 
allowing the shooter to adjust the stock for the perfect � t. 

adding a bipod 
and any other AR 
style rail acces-
sory. With the 

TenPoint’s Titan Xtreme is 5 inches narrower this year. The 180 
pound limbs generate speeds of 333 fps when using TenPoint’s Pro 
Lite arrows.

and the Big Rhino – 225 pounds. � e 
power stroke is constant at 14 inches 
regardless of limbs selected and the 
speeds generated vary from 250 to 350 
fps depending upon limb weight and 
based on a 350 grain arrow. 

 The ri� e styling of the Kodabow makes it 
attractive and comfortable for gun hunt-
ers crossing over to bowhunting.
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pounds and 14 ounces the Carbon Elite 
XLT is the lightest compound cross-
bow in TenPoints line up. Shooting 
the � rm’s new Pro Lite carbon arrows,  
the Carbon Elite XLT delivers 352 fps 
with 102 pounds of Kinetic energy. � e 
lighter, more maneuverable Carbon 
Elite XLT will be a very attractive addi-
tion to a dealer’s crossbow inventory 
for 2012 due to the combination of its 
accuracy, desirable features and per-
formance. MAP for the Carbon Elite 
XLT is $1599.00 with the ACUdraw 50 
and $1699.00 with the ACUdraw.

Updated for 2012 is TenPoint’s 
Turbo XLT II, which is lighter and faster 
than its popular predecessor. � e Turbo 
XLT II pairs TenPoint’s lighter and lon-
ger Fusion Lite stock with a more rug-
ged XLT bow assembly. Out� tted with 
double laminated 11 inch IsoTaper 
Limbs and new MRX cams the Turbo 
XLT II has a longer 12.5 inch power 
stroke, which delivers 345 fps using 
TenPoint’s new Pro Lite arrow. MAP 
is $899.00 with the ACUdraw 50 and 
$999.00 with the ACUdraw.

 � e Titan Xtreme features a lon-
ger, lighter Fusion Lite stock and a 
newly crafted narrower bow assem-
bly � tted with 180 pound HL limbs 
and new XR wheels. � is more power-
ful and maneuverable Titan launches 
TenPoint’s Pro Lite arrow at 333 fps. 
� e MAP is $599.00 without any built 
in cocking aid, $699.00 for an option-
al ACUdraw 50 and $799.00 for the 
optional ACUdraw.

Noteworthy in TenPoint’s 2012 
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catalog is a special section concern-
ing TenPoint’s Comprehensive Arrow 
Ballistics Program. Located on page 24 
is an extensive comparison of informa-
tion on Lightweight, Standard-Weight 
and Heavyweight arrows as well as 
an easy to understand explanation of 
Forward Of Center (FOC) arrow bal-
ance. � is data is an excellent resource 
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that the dealer can use to educate 
and assist their customers when 
it comes to selecting the correct 
arrow for an intended use. 

All of TenPoint’s bows are 
available with a rope cocker or 
its patented Acudraw or Acudraw 
50, which provide quick and easy 
cocking devices that retract into 
a housing on the stock for con-
venient storage and quick access 
when needed. For more informa-
tion on TenPoint’s line of cross-
bows and accessories call (330) 
628-9245. 

Wicked Ridge
In 2010 TenPoint Crossbow 

Technologies launched Wicked 
Ridge Crossbows with the intent 

of providing a simple, reliable crossbow 
that was a� ordable for many outdoors 
people. In a short time the brand has 
become quite popular and many deal-
ers have found it � ts nicely into their 
inventory structure � lling the needs of 
speci� c customers. 

For 2012 Wicked Ridge o� ers its 
all-new Raider CLS. Built upon a solid 

that the dealer can use to educate 
and assist their customers when 
it comes to selecting the correct 
arrow for an intended use. 

available with a rope cocker or 
its patented Acudraw or Acudraw 
50, which provide quick and easy 
cocking devices that retract into 
a housing on the stock for con-
venient storage and quick access 
when needed. For more informa-
tion on TenPoint’s line of cross-
bows and accessories call (330) 
628-9245. 

Technologies launched Wicked 
Ridge Crossbows with the intent 

TenPoint’s Carbon Elite XLT is new for 2012. Combining all of 
TenPoint’s latest technology it features a feather-weight wrapped 
carbon � ber barrel and a radically compact front end bow assem-
bly for ease of maneuverability. The thumbhole stock is comfort-
able and helps the shooter get on target quickly. The 185 pound 
limbs produce speeds of 352 fps with TenPoint’s new Pro Lite car-
bon arrows.
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design platform the Raider CLS boasts 
a new riser and limb assembly featuring 
a new version of TenPoint’s exclusive 
and popular Compact Limb System 
(CLS) technology. Highly maneuver-
able with a 17.5 inch axle to axle span 
cocked, the Raider CLS features 12 inch 
180 pound IsoTaper limbs and a built-
in ACU-52 integrated self-retracting 
rope-cocking system. � e Raider CLS 
shoots at 330 fps and develops 101.6 

design platform the Raider CLS boasts 
a new riser and limb assembly featuring 
a new version of TenPoint’s exclusive 
and popular Compact Limb System 
(CLS) technology. Highly maneuver-
able with a 17.5 inch axle to axle span 
cocked, the Raider CLS features 12 inch 
180 pound IsoTaper limbs and a built-
in ACU-52 integrated self-retracting 
rope-cocking system. � e Raider CLS 
shoots at 330 fps and develops 101.6 

foot-pounds of kinetic 
energy. MSRP on the 
Raider CLS package is 
$799.

 � e Invader HP 
has been upgraded with an all-new 
bow assembly featuring 180 pound HL 
limbs. Fitted with a semi-skeletal stock 
the Invader HP generates 315 fps and 
develops 92.6 foot-pounds of kinetic 
energy. � e MSRP is $499 for the stan-

dard package 
and $549 for the 
premium pack-
age.

R o u n d i n g 
out the line-
up for 2012 is 
the Warrior 
HL. Fitted with 
HL limbs and 
CNC-machined 
wheels the 175 
pound new bow 
assembly gener-
ates 300 fps and 
84 foot-pounds 
of kinetic energy. 
MSRP is $399 
for the standard 
package and 
$449 for the pre-
mium package. 
Like the TenPoint 
models these are 
all American-
made. To learn 
more about the 
Wicked Ridge 
line phone (330) 
628-9245.
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Summary
Over the past several years cross-

bows have evolved to the point that 
a wide variety of styles and designs 
in various price ranges are available. 
While new users still make up a large 
part of the market, many of the ear-
lier crossbow buyers are looking to 
upgrade to either better equipment or 
the latest technology. In either case, 
they are willing to spend more money. 
A portion of the new sales market share 
goes to catalogs or big box stores but 
almost all of the upgraded sales go to 
archery pro shops and other full ser-
vice retailers as the customer becomes 
more knowledgeable and they seek a 
higher level of expertise and service. 
� e dealer who keeps up with the lat-
est changes in technology and design 
will � nd themselves in the perfect posi-
tion to take advantage of both sales to 
new crossbow users and those who are 
ready to upgrade. 

In addition to the crossbows them-
selves, an accessory market has also 
developed that allows the dealer an 
opportunity to generate a substan-
tial pro� t in add-on sales. Watch for 
ArrowTrade’s feature on crossbow 
accessories in the September issue. 

Cases Designed To Travel The World Since 1985

Model AT-38176LW
Dimensions: 38”x17 “x 6” OD
36”x15”x5 ½”ID. Recessed wheels
and luggage restraint system. 20 lbs.

Aluminum bow cases that are compact,
rugged, and meet airline regulations.

If your clients travel, they need this case!
See these and all our cases at

www.americase.com

MADE IN U.S.A.
www.americase.com 800-972-2737

Model AT-36176L
Dimensions: 36”x17”x6” OD
34’x15”x5 ½” ID 17 Lbs

®

design platform the Raider CLS boasts design platform the Raider CLS boasts foot-pounds of kinetic foot-pounds of kinetic 

The Raider CLS from Wicked Ridge is all new for 2012. It is shown here 
with an accessory package and optional SteddyEddie. While Wicked 
Ridge models used some imported components when they were � rst 
introduced to the market, like the TenPoint models they are now fully 
American-made.

foot-pounds of kinetic 
energy. MSRP on the 
Raider CLS package is 

 � e Invader HP 

foot-pounds of kinetic The Invader HP from Wicked Ridge is faster and stronger for 
2012. Featuring an all-new bow assembly and semi-skeletal 
stock the Invader HP clocks in at 315 fps with 92.6 pounds of 
kinetic energy from the 180 pound limbs.
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