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They Come as a Set

y wife’s new puppy is now approxipuppy goes into the family room, jumps
mately six years old. At age six, you
up on the couch and lies down. After
would think the dog would have a job
her meal is mixed, is tossed, has flavor
but my wife thinks she is still a baby. I say she is
added and is warmed to just the right
my wife’s puppy because the only time I seem to
temperature, my wife calls her back into
be in charge of the puppy is between midnight
the kitchen to eat. I swear that the puppy
and sunrise. During that time, if the puppy
thinks that our kitchen is her own perneeds to “go potty” or simply decides that she
sonal drive-through fast food restaurant.
wants to stroll around the neighborhood for a
While the puppy has graduated from
look-see, suddenly, I’m in charge.
several dog training schools of higher
The other night, at about 2 a.m., we were
learning for which she has diplomas, I
on one of her “strolls” when both of our lives
am told that she still must continue to
almost changed forever. We were walking along
be socialized. For those of you not familby John Kasun
the edge of one of my wife’s flower beds when
iar with dog socialization, it means consuddenly, the puppy came nose to nose with a
stantly exposing the dog to new situations
black and white cat. At least, at first glance, it looked like a and new people. To the puppy, this has an entirely different
black and white cat but suddenly, I noticed that the white meaning. To her, “socialization” means riding in the front
was more of a stripe. The puppy froze, the “cat” raised its seat and getting a lot of strangers to make a fuss over her.
tail and I shut my eyes because I knew that at least two of us
The other day, my wife and I had to make a trip to a local
were about to die.
auction barn to drop off some items we were selling. My
After a few seconds, I got up the courage to open one wife thought it was the perfect place to socialize the puppy.
eye. The puppy sat motionless, with her head cocked to the As we entered the auction barn, a number of people came
side, while her new friend slowly waddled away. I am not over to see the puppy. While they fussed over how lovely
sure why we were spared a fate worse than death but I knew she looked, my wife explained proper breeding, temperabetter than to look a gift skunk in the tail.
ment and bloodlines and I was forced to unload the truck
I do not want to give the impression that the puppy and by myself.
I do not get along, for that is not true. We have a mutual
Did you ever notice that when a baby is born, everyone
understanding. I pay the bills and do the maintenance says how beautiful the baby is and asks how the mother is
around the house and she lets me live here, at least for now. feeling? No one ever asks about the father. Well, it is the
The puppy and I got going while the getting was good.
same way when it comes to puppies. As my wife and the
I must admit that at times, I can’t figure out if the puppy puppy soaked up the glory of the moment, I was totally
is really smart or if I am really dumb (no letters please). Take ignored. I never noticed the two farmers who had walked up
meal time, for example. I can’t say that the puppy is a picky to look over the goods I was unloading until one of them said
eater because there is only one thing she won’t eat and that’s to the other, “Nice looking dog over there.”
dog food. I have several bags of special mix dog food in my
I couldn’t resist; I could feel the devil taking over. “It’s
garage with only one cup removed from each bag. It doesn’t for sale,” I said, in my most serious tone. “As a matter of fact,
matter if it is lamb, chicken, beef or lobster flavored; if it they come as a set,” I continued, nodding towards my wife,
comes in a bag with a picture of a dog on the front, the puppy “two for the price of one.”
won’t eat it.
I smiled to myself at my clever remark as I went back
While the puppy won’t lift her head or open one eye for to work unloading the truck. A few minutes later, I heard a
a bowl of dog food, she can smell a piece of cheese from two familiar voice loudly say, “What? Who said that?” I looked
stories away. If she is sleeping upstairs and I open the refrig- up just in time to see the two old farmers standing next to my
erator in the downstairs kitchen, she is at my side before the wife and pointing in my direction.
refrigerator light comes on.
As we drove home later that day, I noticed an uneasy
The puppy has also established her own feeding sched- silence. “Well,” I asked, trying to smooth things over, “how
ule. When she is hungry, she sits in the middle of the kitchen do you think the socialization went today?”
and whines like someone just beat her while looking up
“For the dog, great. For you, not so good; you definitely
at you with big, wet eyes. If you try to ignore her, she just need more work,” my wife replied without cracking a smile.
whines louder and brushes against your leg, just in case you
I wonder if the puppy will let me sleep on her
are hard of hearing. As soon as my wife caves in and goes to couch tonight.
the refrigerator to get out her specially prepared food, the

114

May15AT114-116T-R-V.indd 114

3/31/15 1:27 PM

50 FREE NOCKS
For April Orders
Call 877-353-8244 for details
Use Promo Code: FLN415
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KODIAK

ANYTHING ELSE IS JUST A CAMERA
Kodiak Series Cameras® represent the ﬁrst line of trail cameras with built-in WiFi functionality for remote image retrieval right to your
smartphone.* Rather than fumbling around with multiple SD cards, making unnecessary trips between a computer and the woods, and
struggling to retrieve cameras in hard to reach places, you can download everything directly to your smartphone from hundreds of feet away
with just a few clicks. All this is achieved without the need for SIM cards, data plans, or cell phone signals of any kind. Experience the future of
trail camera technology today, and wonder how you ever got by with anything else.

844-GAMECAM
www.kodiakcameras.com
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