Lighter Side

Leftovers from the Holidays

T

he holidays are over and it appears
However, as man became more civithat I have survived for another year.
lized and women took over the prepaI have all the decorations down and
ration of food, things changed. If you
packed away. My wife has already taken her
look into the history of Betty Crocker, the
Christmas gift back for a refund, which she
mother of all cooks, there is a small footapplied to an expensive jacket she really
note that states when women first began
wanted. I thought for sure that this year I had
to prepare holiday meals, they wanted to
made the right choice but I guess getting her
be sure that everyone had enough to eat.
a Chia Pet for two years in a row was pushThis compulsion led to cooking a little
ing my luck. Whoever said “It’s the thought
more food than was actually necessary
that counts” never tried to buy a gift for a
for the meal. Those women thought that
woman. Women normally think if they want
these leftovers could be used for another
something and think about it, their husmeal but soon found that having a little
bands will somehow receive this telepathic
left over was not enough to feed everyone
by John Kasun
signal and have the right gift under the tree
again, so it was necessary to make more.
on Christmas morning. The one thing every
Next, these women found out that they
man has going for him in the gift buying department is the had enough for two extra meals but not enough for two
fact that he knows how it will all work out in the end before meals and some snacks. This led to cooking even more food,
he ever pulls the first dollar from his wallet. As we get older, not for the meal but so there would be more leftovers.
we should be getting smarter but it doesn’t seem to work
My wife is a firm believer in making sure no one leaves
that way. No matter how hard we men try, we are guaranteed her table hungry. You remember the biblical story of how
not to buy the right color, the right size or the right style. Jesus took a few loaves of bread and a few fish and fed the
While that is not good, at least we know what to expect.
multitudes? Well, if my wife had been there and if she had
Each year, I try to talk my wife into sorting through the been in charge, those people would have had a salad, a
holiday decorations and eliminating some but each year, I vegetable tray, four side dishes and their choice of three
seem to need one more box in which to store these festive desserts; plus, there would have been clay pots so everyone
items. Either those strings of Christmas lights and fireplace could have taken something home for a snack.
wreaths are breeding in the attic or my wife secretly keeps
With that being said, I now find myself bringing the holibuying more “holiday stuff.” I don’t want to say that we have days to an official close as the last of the leftovers are being
a lot of decorations but while some people put their things consumed. Leftovers have several stages of life. For the first
into small Christmas-themed plastic storage boxes, I have to day or two, you have leftovers. That is when you can fill your
use a walk-in ship container that I got from my brother-in- plate with turkey, ham, some mashed potatoes, corn, filling
law, who retired from the Merchant Marines. If you ask my and gravy. There still is normally some cherry or pumpkin
wife about this, she will tell you that I exaggerate but trust pie left over for dessert. After the second day, you have what
me: when it comes to Christmas decorations, even Santa I call “leftover-leftovers.” That is when you get some stiff
shops at my house.
mashed potatoes, gravy you can cut with a fork and some
With the decorations down and out of the way, every- scraps of turkey or ham - you’re not sure which because by
thing in the house is getting back to normal, including the now, everything is starting to look alike. The filling (“stuffrefrigerator. The leftovers are all gone or at least, I think so. ing” to some of you) is all gone but you might find some
Few people know that the saying “There is good news and fruit salad or a deviled egg. The pies have been reduced to
there is bad news” originated with leftovers. Five days after the little bit of pie filling you can scrape from the bottom of
Christmas, the good news is there is something to eat but the the pie plate.
bad news is it’s leftovers.
On about the fourth day, you may notice that when
Women actually invented leftovers. During the time of you fix yourself a plate, it no longer contains the four basic
the caveman, meals were a pretty simple thing. The man food groups. The other day, my wife was out shopping and I
took a club, went into the wilderness and hit the first living decided to fix my own lunch from the leftovers. I had a slice
thing he could find over the head. After dragging it home, he of dried turkey, a hot dog with sauerkraut, a pickle, a half a
pulled off the fur or feathers, depending on the animal and cup of cookie crumbs, one chocolate covered cherry with a
tossed it on the fire. When the fire died down, the caveman bite taken out of it, a spoonful of cranberry sauce and two
ate the meat. There were no side dishes, no deviled eggs, no celery sticks. I think the holidays are officially over. Happy
celery trays or veggie dip and no leftovers.
New Year!
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NEW for 2015
the next evolution in lethal technology

has arrived
ragebroadheads.com

join the evolution at ATA booth #3621
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