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By Dale Karch & Todd Smith

Selling Books and Videos

B

ooks and videos (DVD’s) are a tremendous source
of income for the shop that knows what to offer
their customers. Unfortunately, books and videos
are one of the most underestimated and neglected
sources of revenue we have seen. We highly recommend
that every shop dedicate at least a small section of their
store to these top-performing moneymakers. Books and
videos are powerful in more ways than one. Not only do
they sell well, in and of themselves, they also carry the
side benefit of increasing your sales of the items
described or used in them. For instance, those who watch
an arrow building video, will more often than not, start
buying the supplies they see used in the video from you as
well. Read on and see why it makes sense to add books
and videos for the traditional archer to your store.
First let’s cover an important topic. VHS vs. DVD. In
the past year DVD’s have dominated video sales to the
tune of nearly 20:1. Unless it’s an excellent one-of-a-kind
title, we won’t even consider adding a new video to our
inventory unless it’s available in the DVD format. We

The 3Rivers Traditional Adventure Series is
very popular with traditional bowhunters.
Brought to you by:

strongly recommend that you make the shift to the DVD
format and stay away from the VHS format as much as
possible. Granted, there are still some titles that are not
available yet in DVD that are worth offering in VHS. And
it’s probably true that the VCR will be with us for at least
another ten years, albeit in a limited capacity, so having
some titles available in VHS is OK. Just don’t depend on
them to continue as strong sellers. Look to the DVD for
the lion’s share of your future video sales.
For the scope of this article we are limiting our discussion to two main categories of books and videos,
“entertainment” and “how-to”. These two categories are
very broad and cover most of the top selling titles we recommend. A well-selected inventory from the following
titles should sell quite well in your store and make for an
eye-appealing display as well. (Side Note: No matter
where your main selection of books and videos is displayed, it’s a good idea to always keep at least a few of the
titles close to the cash register. This encourages impulse
buying and should not be overlooked.)
There are bowhunters out there who
virtually live to hunt. The most important
thing for them in life is the experience of
being out in the woods bowhunting. They
want to immerse themselves in the experience every chance they get. If you provide
both entertainment and “how-to” media
to them in the form of books and videos
they will eat them up.
We do, after all, live in America.
Americans are used to being entertained.
They especially enjoy movies that inspire
and excite them. It’s no wonder then that
the most popular movies for bowhunters
are those with intense bowhunting

3RiversArchery

WORLD’S LARGEST TRADITIONAL/
PRIMITIVE ARCHERY SUPPLIER

Welcome to the profitable world of traditional/primitive archery. As your best source for traditional archery
supplies, we offer thousands of top quality, in stock, ready to ship products. We will help you determine
which products meet your needs and will help you succeed. Orders normally ship within 24 hours.
For your FREE dealer packet, please contact us at: 260.587.9501 or visit us on-line at:
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The Lost Antlers DVD is an example of
how good a hunting DVD can be.
Extremely popular with traditional
bowhunters, this video is more a fulllength movie than a pieced together
hunting flick with 15-20 kills.

Page 59

The “Traditional Bowhunter’s
Handbook” has been one of our top sellers since it hit the shelves. Written by TJ
Conrads of Traditional Bowhunter
Magazine, it’s a one-stop shop covering
everything a traditional archer needs.

encounters, and lots of them. When they’re stuck at home
they still want to experience the hunt so they purchase
bowhunting books and movies. While reading those
books or watching the movies, they escape the confines of
home and work. They experience the thrill of the chase
and the essence of the hunt including the shot, and share
the satisfaction of an animal down after “giving it their
all”. It’s no wonder they crave the next new release book
or video!
There are also the students of traditional archery.
They’ll enjoy a good hunting movie as much as the next
guy, but they are not driven so much by the harvest. They
are more interested in the gear, the history, and the experience of hunting with traditional bows and arrows that
they made themselves. They want to know every detail of
every facet of this thing we call “hunting with the traditional bow and arrow”. They love to make their own gear
and are happy to pay for sources of this kind of knowledge. They want to know everything. If it’s traditional
archery, they want to know how to do it. They want to
read about it, watch it on TV, and do it themselves. But
how do they find what they’re looking for?
That’s where you come in. Since you have a good
selection of relevant books and videos, you become the
place they go to get what they need. For instance, in addition to an excellent selection of books, videos, and DVD’s,
we recommend offering a small seating area complete
with a television, VCR, and DVD player. Here your customers can peruse books before purchasing them or preview a movie or two. It’s a nice addition to your shop, your
customers will appreciate it, and your sales will increase
as a direct result.
What are the books and video titles that appeal to the
traditional bowhunter? The selection is tremendous

The Beyond Adrenaline DVD busted onto
the scene and became one of the best new
releases of the season.

these days. Among our most popular
entertainment
films
are:
the
“Traditional Harvests” series from Fred
Eichler, “The Lost Antlers” from Stoney Wolf, “Beyond
Adrenaline” from Pat Lefemine of The Bowsite, all titles in
the Larry D Jones series, and our own “3Rivers Traditional
Adventure Series”. In addition to these newer, modern
day films there are also many vintage videos available. All
bowhunters enjoy watching old bowhunting footage from
days gone by. For instance, the “Fred Bear Traditional
Series” has 18 titles and offers many of the famous hunts
of “bowhunting great,” Fred Bear are as popular as ever.
What about the legendary Howard Hill and his
bowhunting classics, “The Last Wilderness,” “Hunting
with the Bow & Arrow,” and “Tembo.” They are as exciting
to watch now, as they were “back in the day”. There are
many more excellent titles out there. Suffice it to say that
you should have no problem finding plenty of first-rate
entertainment titles to offer your traditional bowhunting
customers.
What about books for the bowhunter, books that
recount hunts of old, or teach traditional hunting techniques? Again, there are more titles than we could possibly list, but we’ll mention some of the most popular. This
time we’ll start with the classics. The first that comes to
mind is a treasure of vintage traditional archery history
and Alaskan bowhunts found in the book, “Bows on the
Little Delta” by Glenn St. Charles. Also at the top of the list
are these excellent works: “Hunting with the Bow &
Arrow” by Dr. Saxton Pope, “Art LaHa Northwood’s
Legend” by Dorothy Uthe, “The Witchery of Archery” by
Maurice Thompson, “Wild Adventure” and “Hunting the
Hard Way” by Howard Hill, “Fred Bear’s Field Notes” by
Fred Bear, “The Best of Traditional Bowhunter Magazine”
edited by Gene Wensel, and “I Remember Papa Bear” by
Dick Lattimer. Then, a few titles of more modern works:
“Longbows in the Far North” and “Longbow Country” by
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Howard Hill has been known as one of
the greatest archers of all time. This DVD
contains rare old footage of Howard and
is a strong seller.
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Dick Lattimer worked side by side with
Fred Bear for decades. This remarkable
book highlights those years and includes
many of Fred Bear’s hunting methods.

E. Donnell Thomas Jr., “Searching for the Wild” by
Mark Siedschlag, “Come November” by Gene Wensel,
and “Stalking and Stillhunting” by G. Fred Asbell. All of
these titles appeal to traditional bowhunters and,
more often than not, wind up in their personal
libraries.

How-To Sources
Traditional archery involves many special skills.
Arrow building, Flemish string making, bow building,
target shooting, beating target panic, bowhunting,
flint knapping and more. The thirst for knowledge
burns in the hearts of all archers. They’re on a need to
know basis and
they
really
need to know!
There is an
appearance of
simplicity on
the surface of
traditional
archery that
belies the subtle depth and
complexity
10 sizes, solid colors and a new Phase 3
available
to
Barred that's the most realistic ever!
(Inquire at your distributor)
those
who
want to venture
more
d e e p l y .
Shooting and
hunting with
the stick-andstring is simple
yet there are
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The Art of Flintknapping written by DC
Waldorf is an excellent example of a howto book that never goes out of style. His
video of the same title has helped many a
new flint knapper get started.

many opportunities for making your own gear, delving
into the history, or of branching into the primitive side
of archery. Keeping a good selection of these “how-to”
books and videos on-hand will greatly improve customer loyalty as well as your bottom line.
Many traditional archers are interested in making
their own bows, bowstrings, arrows, etc. Thousands of
books and videos have been sold on the topic of “how
to shoot traditional bows”. Our best selling videos on
the topic are: “Instinctive Shooting” by G. Fred Asbell,
“Hitting ‘em Like Howard Hill” by John Schulz,
“Become the Arrow” by Byron Ferguson, “Traditional
Shooting Volume One and Two” by Rick Welch, and
“Dead-On Traditional” by Scott Antczak. Traditional
shooting books include popular titles such as: “The
Traditional Bowhunter’s Handbook” by TJ Conrads,
“Instinctive Shooting” Volumes One and Two by G.
Fred Asbell, “Hitting ‘em Like Howard Hill” by John
Schulz, and “Become the Arrow” by Byron Ferguson.
Or what about target panic? Ever heard of it? A
high percentage of traditional bow shooters battle target panic. If you carry the resources to help them win
that battle you’ll sell plenty. The best target panic
books are: “Mental Mechanics of Archery” by Whitney
and Karmakar and “Instinctive Archery Insights” by Dr
Jay Kidwell. Help someone overcome target panic and
they’ll be a customer for life.
Bowbuilding is huge in traditional archery and so
is the selection of good books and videos on the topic.
Among the best books are: “The Bowyers Bible Series
Vols 1-3” by Jim Hamm and friends, “Billets to Bow” by
Glenn St Charles, “Hunting the Osage Bow” by Dean
Torges, “Making Indian Bows & Arrows” by Wallentine,
and a brand new book by Jack Harrison that deserves
it’s own paragraph!
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The Traditional Bowyer by Jack Harrison
is more than a book about bowbuilding.
It’s a definitive work on bowbuilding, bow
hunting, and traditional archery as a
whole. It’s a classic in the making.
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Written by G. Fred Asbell, “Instinctive
Shooting Vol. 2” has always been a top
seller for anyone interested in learning to
shoot traditional bows well. Fred offers a
companion video.

Harrison’s new book “Traditional Bowyer, More Unnecessary Fun” is much
more than just a book on bowbuilding. It’s a traditional archery treasure. Not
only will you learn all you could care to know about laminated bow building,
you’ll also learn the true essence of, traditional bowhunting, bow shooting,
arrow building, and more. This is the kind of book that combines archery
know-how with insight and philosophy and needs to be read by our kids,
grandkids, or anyone new to the sport.
What about videos for the budding bow builder? Our favorites are:
“Making a Wood Bow” by Mark Keller, “Hunting the Bamboo Backed Bow” by
Dean Torges, “Billets to Bow” by Glenn St Charles, and the entire Bingham
bowbuilding series.
Even though arrow building is a huge portion of the traditional archer’s
need, no comprehensive book is available on the subject. There are however
excellent chapters in the “Traditional Bowhunter’s Handbook” and Instinctive
Shooting Vol-1” mentioned earlier. There is an excellent video that is available
in both the VHS and the DVD format called, “Crafting the Traditional Wood
Arrow” by 3Rivers Archery. This video takes you through the entire arrow
building process from start to finish and is a “must-have” resource for those
just getting started in arrow building.
Flemish strings are another topic that is covered by an excellent VHS and
DVD, but no book. “Crafting the Traditional Flemish String” by 3Rivers Archery
features Byron Ferguson and Dale Karch and explains everything a new string
builder needs to know to make their own Flemish strings.
Flintknapping is a primitive phenomenon. There are excellent books and
videos available that describe it in detail. The best book is “The Art of
Flintknapping” by DC Waldorf and our favorite videos are: “An Introduction to
Flintknapping” by Bill Metcalf, “The Art of Flintknapping” by DC Waldorf,
“More Flintknapping” by Norm Blaker, and a brand new one called
“Replicating the Type IC Danish Dagger” by Greg Nunn. These books and
videos open a new world to many aspiring flint knappers. Not all flint knappers are archers either, so you will increase the width of your customer demographics by adding some titles for Flintknapping and other primitive skills.
In this limited space we have only scratched the surface of the potential of
books and videos in your store. There are literally thousands of titles to choose
from. The demand for them is high, the margins are good, and the resources
Circle 102 on Response Card
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Archery
Talk.com
Archers helping Archers

Get Answers Free
at ArcheryTalk
•Over 20 million hits
per month.
•Worlds largest
archery website.
•Sponsored by 40+
manufacturers.
•Talk to fellow archers,
pros, and bowhunters
worldwide.

Message Board
includes:
•General Archery Discussion
•Bowhunting Discussion
•Manufacturer’s Product
Announcements
•Traditional Archery
•Womens ArcheryTalk Forum
•Live Chat @ archerychat.com
•Free Classifieds

DVD’s like “Crafting Traditional Wood
How-To videos like this “Crafting the
Arrows” not only teach people new
Flemish String” contain valuable informaskills, but they highlight many tools and
tion and remain strong sellers for years.
accessories available in your shop and
are easy to come by. The key is to undercreate many additional sales.

stand the needs of your current customers or the needs of the customers you would like to attract and then to
offer the books and videos they will be drawn to. Review the titles mentioned
above and add those that your customers would appreciate to your inventory.
Display them prominently, point them out to your customers, and incorporate
a sitting area where books and videos can be previewed. We also highly recommend that you read the books and review the videos yourself. This will
allow you to give personal testimony to your customers. They also want to
know what you think about these titles. Educate your staff as well. If you do
these things, you’ll find your books and videos for the traditional customer are
flying off the shelf, your customer traffic has increased, and you’re selling more
related product than ever. That is, after all, what it’s all about and that’s a good
feeling.
For more information contact: 3Rivers Archery, PO Box 517 Ashley IN
46705, 260.587.9501, info@3RiversArchery.com, or check us out on-line at
3RiversArchery.com
ABOUT THE COLUMNISTS: A former tool and die maker who is no
stranger to precision work, Karch spent three years working full time as a
bowyer before he and wife Sandie purchased 3Rivers Archery. Running the
business has given him a unique perspective on the traditional side of the
archery industry. Todd Smith lived in Alaska for several years and trained
under master fletcher John Dodge, well known for making some of the finest
cedar arrows ever offered. From 1988 to now, Todd has been the "Right Hand
Man" at the Ashley, Indiana distributor.

Are You Attending The ATA Show?
History.com
The most comprehensive archery
history website on the internet
includes hundreds of photos,
articles, video and more.

archerytalk.com archeryhistory.com
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Please stop by the ArrowTrade Booth, #1235 to
renew your annual subscription. If you are a retailer
we have a complimentary Buck Wear T-shirt for
you, just for sharing your thoughts on one of our
Dealer-To-Dealer topics. See page 71 for details.

