Traditional Retailer
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Bowfishing Just Works
Great With Traditional Equipment

hen I was a kid, I loved to
look at the hunting and fishing gear owned by my buddies’ dads. While poking through the
“man cave” of one of these fellows, I
spied something really weird. It was a
recurve bow with the bottom half of a
medium-sized coffee can screwed into
the front. There was some beige cord
wrapped around the coffee can and at
the end of the cord was a heavy white
arrow with no feathers. When the bow’s
owner got home, he showed me how
it worked. He would shoot the arrow
off of the bow and the line would play
out just like it did out of the front of my
Mitchell spinning reel. He would simply pull the arrow and wind the cord
back around the can when retrieving.
At that time, there were commercial
rigs that could be screwed into the
stabilizer hole or taped onto the bow
but I imagine there was also a plethora
of homemade fish busters out there. If
you were an archer in the 1960s, you

made a lot of your own gear. If you were
an archer before the 1950s, you pretty
much had to make everything. Now we
have a tremendous selection of great
bowfishing gear to choose from.
I assume most readers of this article are well familiar with the bowfishing market and what is available. In
case you are interested in getting your
traditional customers set up with bowfishing, I am going to outline the most
popular methods to accomplish this
with any kind of traditional bow. I will
also throw in some arguments for why
using a traditional bow on the water is
a kick in the pants.
Heavy carp action provides close,
quick shots on moving targets. Could
there be a weapon better suited to
this activity? No way. Traditional bows
can be shot quickly and instinctively.
Everybody who has experienced excellent carp shooting knows you cannot
reload that bow quickly enough. At
such close range, aiming is hardly a

consideration; it’s not hard to hit a target with a traditional bow at carp distances. Reloading times are also vastly
reduced, so more shots can be taken.
The allure of shooting carp this way
exists in everybody. It’s an excellent
way for an archery retailer to provide
their customers with a new way to enjoy
the sport and tack on some additional
sales in the process. If you are looking
for new and exciting products, having
a recurve displayed with a carping rig
will speak to the fascination of a lot of
your customers. It is also an excellent
step to getting your customers involved
in traditional archery, which leads to
selling more range time, more accessory purchases and on and on.
The reels and arrows used with traditional bows are the exact same gear
you are already selling. There are only
a couple of considerations to take into
account when getting a traditional bow
set up to shoot carp. Obviously, compounds are drilled to accept any kind of
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The author’s son, Tommy, bearing down with his Damon
Howatt Hunter recurve. He’s using an AMS Traditional Mounting
Kit paired with an AMS Retriever Pro reel.

The AMS Retriever Pro reel coils the line in a bottle as you pull a lever
and crank it back in. While the line may look tangled, it actually feeds
out in a near friction-free manner every time. AMS specializes in bowfishing and has everything you need, from points and shafts to floats
designed to let you follow and recover alligators and alligator gar.
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bowfishing reel. Many traditional bows
do not have these inserts installed and
most of your customers will be hesitant to drill their own bow just to slap
a reel on it. Depending on the type of
reel, there are a couple of easy options
available.
If your customer is going to use
a reel that mounts to the stabilizer
insert but the bow is not tapped in
such a manner, the Great Northern
Quiver Company makes an excellent
accessory called a “Traditional Gadget
Adapter.” This rubber adapter straps
onto the back of the limbs (as opposed
to the belly) and accepts any standard product meant to use the stabilizer insert, like a drum reel or the
Zebco 808.
Customers wishing to use riser
mounted bowfishing reels, like the
AMS Retriever series, are better suited

with the AMS Traditional Mount Kit
for Recurve Bows. This bracket will
also accept a reel meant to mount on
the stabilizer insert but it leaves the
stud exposed, which might scare away
some customers. For riser-mounted
reels, however, it cannot be beaten.
The rubber straps, just like on the Great
Northern Gadget Adapter, attach to the
bow in a safe, secure and easy manner.
Part of the reason we write these
articles is to expose another avenue
of archery to the many retailers that
read ArrowTrade. Yes, we are passionate about traditional archery and we
want to see it grow and thrive. But more
importantly, we believe you can add
a new revenue stream to your business with traditional archery. There is a
huge amount of fascination with traditional bows. There is a growing population of bowhunters that are ready to

Sullivan Industries, the brand behind Innerloc Broadheads, is a specialist
in sophisticated points for all kinds of underwater quarry. The Grapid point,
above, is a great example of that. The point is shot nearly closed, as shown at the
top. It opens to the dramatic width shown at the bottom for great holding power
on soft-fleshed fish. Screw the point out slightly and you can lay the barbs down
in the channels, as at center, so the fish slides right off the arrow. You can order
the Grapid to fit either common shaft size: 22/64 or 5/16 of an inch.
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give this a shot. You can capitalize on
that curiosity and you add value to your
customer’s experience by helping them
make that transition more easily.
Because carp shooting is fast
action with lots of shooting at close,
moving targets, there isn’t a better
way to provide your customers with
another avenue for a lifelong recreational opportunity. In order to get a
new customer into carp shooting with
a recurve, this is what I would recommend you carry to accommodate the
majority of their needs.
A Samick Sage is an affordable
and good shooting bow for the money.
We have talked about it in previous
ArrowTrade articles. The Sage comes
with both riser and stabilizer inserts
installed, so it will accommodate any
kind of bowfishing reel without any
adapters. I recommend setting this
bow up with an AMS reel and your

The three barb Gripper from Innerloc opens to an
impressive 3-9/16 holding circle yet shoots thin, as
the upper image shows. Replacement tips are available for these American-made stainless points.

give us a call for a free catalog on leather products
and traditional accessories made in colorado, u.s.a.

THE HUNT ISN’T OVER AT 60 YARDS.

IT HAS ONLY JUST BEGUN!
you can do this. we can help.

877-843-5559
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choice of bowfishing arrow. Hang it on
the wall or from your ceiling because
it’s practically guaranteed to catch your
customer’s eye. When they ask about
it, be prepared to give them reasons for
carp shooting with a recurve. It might
be all they need to spend $200-$400 on
a new fishing setup. If they are already
a bowfisher, you might snag a $200

This kit from AMS has most everything a
traditional bowfishing enthusiast will need
except the strap-on mounting kit described
earlier.

sale on just the bow and accessories to
shoot it. If they enjoy shooting the bow,
they’ll be back for arrows, then more
arrows, then more range time and on
and on. Most existing customers who
shoot compound bows are not going
to abandon the compound but they are
highly likely to shoot a recurve alongside it just for fun.
Lightweight bows do not push a
heavy arrow into the water very deep.
Bows in the 30-40 pound range are
tougher for deep or long shots. Fifty-60
pound bows are excellent but beyond
the weight range most archers are comfortable with. A bow of 40-50 pounds is
a great middle ground for the average
inexperienced recurve shooter. These
bows will have enough force to push a
heavy fishing arrow into the water and
still provide the archer with an enjoyable day.
Shooting gloves go along with
bowfishing setups because they aid in
quick shooting rather than fumbling
around with a tab. To make things
even simpler, the bow can be set up
with AMS String Things. These come

in different colors and are highly similar to what you may know as the “No
Glove.” With a No Glove or String Thing
installed onto the string, the archer
doesn’t need any other kind of finger
protection.
When you are asked about carp
shooting with a recurve, run your customer through the points we already
mentioned as far as the advantages go.
In addition, teach them the ability to
use carp shooting as a way to practice
good archery form. A good day on the
water will provide the bowfisher with
more shots than the vast majority of
range sessions. Learning how to shoot
a recurve well only enhances a lot of
the movements and skills that directly
translate to shooting a compound bow
well.
I mentioned a bowfishing recurve
as being a good move into traditional
archery but it’s also a good move into
archery in general. As a lot of you
already know, a lot of folks interested
in bowfishing are first-time archers.
Some of them are intimidated by all

Muzzy is another proven supplier to bowfishers. We’re showing the tough
Muzzy Mantis rest at left, the Muzzy XD Pro Reel at upper right and the Muzzy
Finger Guards at right. The reel comes pre-spooled with 150 feet of 150 pound
test line and is specially designed for the rigors of bowfishing.
2017 Arrow Trade Show Issue

2017 Specialty Archery New Products

NEW #0.5 and #1.5 Clarifiers

#0.5 Clarifier

NEW Peep Shade

NEW Peep Guard

#1.5 Clarifier

Be sure to check out these and other new products at www.specialtyarch.com
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the working parts of a compound bow.
They just want something simple and
fun to bring to the lake. Do not underestimate the recurve as a price point
option to provide customers with an
affordable option for bowfishing. They
will enjoy shooting the bow. If they
had a good experience in your store,
they will be back at some point in the
future to take archery from the water
into the field.
Owning a recurve setup is also an
excellent way for existing bowfishers to

bring friends along with them. Since a
traditional bow has no set draw length,
as long as the bow weight isn’t too
extreme, anybody can shoot and enjoy
it. This “sales pitch” has resulted in a lot
of add-on sales in the $200-$300 range
for new and existing bowfishers.
If you are not actively trying to tap
into the curiosity of recurve bows, then
here is your perfect opportunity. Your
enthusiasm and excitement will sell
the product as much as anything else.
We are all about selling our customers new experiences and new ways to
enjoy the sport of archery, sometimes

when they weren’t even asking for it.
When that is done in an honest way
and the customer has an enjoyable
time in the field or, in this case, on the
water, then we have strengthened our
business as well as our customer relationships and given them a fun activity
to enjoy with their friends and family.
You will only need to stock a few additional items but you will provide your
customers with an immensely fun new
opportunity.

The venerable Cajun Bowfishing brand
has enjoyed a renaissance of new products since it came under the Bear Archery
umbrella. At far left is the innovative Cajun
Hybrid reel; at left is the rugged Winch reel.
Above, you can sell this simple Cajun tapeon reel for about $20 with line included.
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