
Getting customers through the
door of your business is a
challenge and it can be cost-

ly. You have to pay the rent or mort-
gage, the cost of utilities, insurance,
inventory, advertising and you even
have to pay for the door they walk
through. Therefore doesn’t it made
sense to maximize every possible
sale?  Maximizing a sales opportuni-
ty does not mean overselling the cus-
tomer but rather presenting them
with additional buying opportuni-
ties. While all archery shops and
many sporting goods stores can eas-
ily supply the customer with the
basic archery equipment required
for the sport, dealers with the great-
est success have learned how to rec-
ognize and capitalize on add-on
sales opportunities.

In the past several years the
explosion in high tech fabrics and
manufacturing techniques has
resulted in a flood of new hunting
clothing which in turn has opened
up new markets and selling opportu-
nities. However clothing itself can be
problematic. It is readily available for
the consumer from a number of
sources and can be very price com-
petitive. When you take into consid-
eration the size selection needed and
the variety of camo patterns avail-
able the choices are staggering, mak-
ing inventory control and cost a
potential nightmare. With the excep-

tion of large full line sporting goods
stores many archery dealers tend to
shy away from stocking clothing.

However the high tech fabric rev-
olution has also spawned a variety of
new base layers which are a perfect
match for any archery pro shop.

“Why base layers,” you ask?  It is just
what the name implies, basic. Base
layers are worn next to the skin and
form the foundation for comfort and
scent control. While high priced
outer garments are nice not every-
one’s budget can afford them. In

When you sell Scent-Lok BaseSlayers in camo, your customers can
shed their outer garments while climbing or when the sun is hot and
still have odor control and concealment working for them.
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many cases they are viewed as a lux-
ury, nice to own when you have the
money. Base layers on the other
hand are considered more like shorts
or socks. They are not a luxury. Every
hunter actually needs them even
though many may not realize it. That
is where your job as a salesman
comes into play.

Most bowhunters will consider
high tech base layers an essential
part of their gear once they fully
understand the advantages and how
it can make their trips afield more
enjoyable and even more successful.
I don’t mean to imply that a new set
of underwear will guarantee a big
buck, however bowhunters are detail

oriented and they are constantly
looking for anything that tips the
odds in their favor. Many of the new
high tech base layers are not only
more comfortable over a wider tem-
perature range but also provide addi-
tional scent control. These two fac-
tors alone are sure to get any
bowhunter’s attention.

Hunters can be very opinionated
when it comes to the camo pattern of
an outer garment. Unless someone
wants to hunt dressed only in his
underwear camo patterns or colors
of the base layer make little or no dif-
ference as the consumer considers
them an undergarment. The features
of the base layer such as scent con-
trol, moisture wicking and anti-
microbial action are much more
important than the color. Sizes also
are very basic with large and extra
large making up the bulk of the sales.
Stocking a few mediums and a few
double extra large will cover the bal-
ance of the sales. When it comes to
base layers people are looking for
comfort not style and often would
rather have them fit loosely to allow
for freedom of movement. Combine
these factors with the fact that peo-
ple come to archery pro shops for
advice and recommendations and it
is clear base layers can be an excel-
lent add-on sales item.

If you are still uncomfortable
with branching out into what you
might consider unknown territory
take a look at the success one shop
had with a similar niche type prod-
uct. Bill Puruczky, owner of The
Archery Zone located in Johnstown,

Pennsylvania, added Muck boots to
his inventory.“Muck makes an excel-
lent knee high boot with scent con-
trol for the bowhunter,” Puruczky
said. “It is light weight with a solid
sole and great support. It is soft,
comfortable, slips on and off easily
and fits like a glove. I only sell one
model, Muck’s Woody Elite.
Bowhunters need a good boot and
they are going to buy them some-
where so why not from me. I have
them on display and after a short
sales pitch on the advantages it is an
easy add-on sale at that time or in
the near future. I could not afford nor
do I want to offer a complete line of
boots. I simply wanted to take
advantage of what I felt was an addi-
tional sales opportunity. I have had
so much success with the boots that I
am now looking for a good base layer
system. I feel the same logic that
applies to my boot sales will also
apply to the base layers. Again I want
to keep it simple. Just like a good pair
of boots every bowhunter needs a
good set of base layers. ”

To learn more about high tech
base layer design and the advantages
they offer the hunter ArrowTrade
talked to several leading manufac-
turers.

FIRST LITE
First appearing on the scene in

2007 First Lite offers a Merino wool
base layer. I must admit that when I
first heard the words wool and base
layer my reaction was, “Thanks but
no thanks.” The problem was I heard
the word wool but did not hear or
honestly did not understand the dif-
ference between wool and Merino
wool.

“Merino wool fibers are some of
the finest found in nature and the
tiny diameter of the fabric allows it to
be worn directly next to the skin
without any irritation or itch,”
explained Kenton Carruth owner of
First Lite. “Merino wool comes from
a breed of sheep know as Merino
sheep which are found in specific
natural environments such as New
Zealand and Australia.Wool is warm,
water repellent and odor resistant.
All of those characteristics are very
desirable features for the hunter and
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wearer cool in summer and warm in
winter. The Bamboo series contains
Scent Shield S3 anti-microbial tech-
nology for odor control. Combining
moisture wicking with the S3 anti-
microbial technology assures the
hunter of a more scent free presence
afield. Mesh stretch panels in the
back of the shirt allow air to escape to
prevent heat build up. Matching
pants are also available. The Bamboo
series comes in black with Realtree
AP or Mossy Oak Treestand trim.

Scent Shield’s Midweight base
layer is made from 62 percent nylon
and 30 percent Silver Nylon with S3
anti-microbial technology to aid in
odor control. Seamless construction
and an added Spandex content of 8
percent provides extra stretch and
comfort.

The Expedition weight base layer
by Scent Shield is designed for colder
temperatures and is made from 85
percent Merino wool and 15 percent
Silver Nylon. To aid in odor control S3
anti-microbial technology has been
added. For complete information on
Scent Shield’s base layers call (800)
397-1927. 

SHE OUTDOOR APPAREL
Many manufacturers have recog-

nized the growing market women
entering the sport of hunting offer by
adding some clothing designed
specifically for women. She Outdoor
Apparel went one step further by
designing and offering a complete
line of clothing for women only.
Within its clothing line She Outdoor
Apparel offers Cat Skinz’s base layer
top and bottom designed and tai-
lored for a women’s shape.

Cat Skinz’s are constructed with
what is called Push-Pull technology

designed to pull moisture away from
the body keeping it dry and comfort-
able. Cat Skinz’s work best at 45
degrees and below. Cat Skinz’s are
form fitting and smooth to the touch
making pulling on outer layers easy
while eliminating binding that can
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Scent Blocker's Bamboo Base Layer is a lightweight version made from Bamboo, has
the feel of silk and can be worn year around. Quite stylish, it comes in camo, camo with
black trim and black with camo trim.

Scent Blocker makes both a midweight base layer
and an Expedition Weight top and bottom, shown
here. The Expedition Weight is made from Merino
wool for added warmth. The top features a zipper
for ease of entry and for ventilation control.
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