
Thank you Anita, Bob, and the Democratic Committee. I'm sorry I'm not there, but 
months ago we had planned an out of town family event. 

My wife Julie and I have been in the Berkshires for more than three decades, the last 
21 years as Stockbridge residents.  Next month begins my 10th year as an elected 
Housing Authority Commissioner.  It's been a privilege to serve as Chairman these past 
four years and lead dozens of board meetings as we keep Heaton Court one of the 
Commonwealth's top housing choices.   

In July I was appointed to the Planning Board and I've had a chance to see how our 
decisions contribute to the town's quality of life.  To deepen my understanding of the 
planning process, I've attended training workshops offered by the Berkshire Regional 
Planning Commission.  I've also learned how hard it is to evaluate applications and 
measure them against our Bylaws.  We need to listen carefully, ask the right 
questions, and study the applicable Bylaw.  Because our duty is to help shape the 
town's future, I prefer to go slowly.  A wrong choice can put the town on a slippery 
slope, with an unknown outcome.    

When Tanglewood came before us to make modifications to their landscape I approved 
the project as it met our Bylaws.  But I stood by my convictions and voted against 
building a driveway over Lilly Brook that far exceeded the Bylaw's limit of 500 feet.  
Later the Conservation Commission voted unanimously to reject the proposal.   
         
I want to plan for and encourage a future in which Stockbridge remains relevant and 
strong.  For example, I voted for an appropriately sized marijuana retail store for the 
Business District to increase our tax base.  

Looking ahead, we need to explore the impacts of the gig economy and short-term 
rentals.  And we need to find better ways to preserve open space, and to ensure our 
decisions strengthen, and not diminish, property values.  

Stockbridge is a unique cultural center, a thriving second-home community, and a 
charming civic-minded New England small town.  Let's make decisions we can be 
proud of fifty years from now. 

I respectfully ask for your vote to enable me to remain on the Board. 

Thank you.


