Are You Serious
About Selling
Your Property?
Here’s the 10 Top Tips to

Get the Best
Real Estate Photos
Possible

green
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real estate photography

You know great
images of your property
are essential to attract
the attention of potential buyers.
Real Estate Agents know what it is
about a property that grabs attention.
Specialist Professional Real
Estate Photographers
know how to photograph it.
But professionals can only
photograph what you
set up.

So, now it’s
your turn.
This is what you need
to do before the
photographer arrives
to make it all
happen.

HERE’S YOUR QUICK PRE-PHOTOGRAPHY CHECKLIST:

1

What is most important?
What are the jobs worth doing?
FOCUS. Remember what you are trying to achieve.
You want people to imagine themselves living in this property.
Check off the corner boxes as you go along.

2

Think Street Appeal.
Get that front
yard looking it’s
absolute best.

5

Your Backyard.
is your backyard
ready to impress
the in-laws?

8

Kitchen, Lounge,
Family and Bedrooms.
Think space, minimal
stuff on show.

3

Handyman Tasks.
It’s time to get all of
those irritating little
jobs completed.

6

Bathrooms.

Think sparkling clean,
and empty like a
display home.

9

Open or closed?

What’s on and what’s
off? It’s the detail
that matters.

4

The Secret Magic
of Light Bulbs.

They’re more important
than you think...

7

Pets.

Did you know your
pets can get in the
way of a sale?

10

Clean, Clean, Clean.
Make sure everything
is spotless and tidy.

2. THINK STREET APPEAL.
Front Exterior.

Does your home have Street Appeal?
Get that front yard looking it’s absolute best. Every Real Estate
Agent will tell you the same thing: “curb appeal” matters.
And online, the front exterior photo is usually the first photo
that buyers see.
An estimated 45% of buyers looked for properties online first.
You know what you have to do. It’s worth it.

TIP
Just before the photographer arrives, do a final check for any visual distractions like
leaves on the lawn, junk mail hanging out of the letterbox or garbage bins in sight.

3. HANDYMAN TASKS.
It’s time to get all those irritating
little jobs completed.

Especially the ones you can see.
If you know there’s a few things that irritate you, then potential
buyers will notice it, too.

TIP
Remember sharp, clear images show up all sorts of detail. Don’t have
potential buyers remember your property for all the wrong reasons.

4. THE SECRET MAGIC OF LIGHTBULBS.
They’re more important than you think...

Photographers generally turn on all the lights in your property to
do the images. You want your house to look bright and inviting,
with no dark corners.
Nothing stands out more in an interior photograph than one
light bulb not working.

Did you know? The light bulbs also affects how wall
colours look when potential buyers do a walk through of
your property.

TIP
Check and replace all burned out light bulbs.

4. THE SECRET MAGIC OF LIGHTBULBS.
Are your light bulbs all the same
type and colour?

You know when you buy a light bulb there are lots of choices.

Are your light bulbs all the same type?
ALL incandescent or ALL compact fluorescent?
It will show up in the photos.

Are your light bulbs all the
same colour temperature?
What does that mean?
At the shop you can choose
between warm or cool light bulbs.
•
		
•

Warm bulbs give off a slightly
warm (red-toned) light.
Cool – a more blue toned light.

TIP
Make sure you have all warm bulbs, or all cool bulbs for the photos.
If you want your property to look it’s best, never have a
mixture of different colour light bulbs.
You know how good the Mater Prize Homes look in the brochures and online?
It starts with all the same colour light bulbs.

5. YOUR BACKYARD.
is It Ready to Impress the In-Laws?

Present your backyard so it’s an oasis to relax.
•
•
•
•
•
•
		
•
•
•

Clean the verandahs and decks.
Tidy up all your outdoor tables, chairs and cushions.
Pillows/cushions should be fresh, not faded.
Clear out the kids toys, balls, frisbees, etc.
Clean the pool – make sure it’s sparkling.
Remove pool vacuum/cleaner hose, and put all the
maintenance items out of sight.
Hide pool cleaning supplies.
Remove the hose.
Get those garbage cans out of sight.

TIP
Do you have a water feature or a fountain? Turn it on.

6. BATHROOMS.
Think Sparkling Clean, and Empty
Like a Display Home.

•
•
•
•
		
•
		
•
•
•
•
•

Take all your personal items off the vanity and out of sight.
Make sure the bathroom is clear of all personal items.
Clear countertops completely.
Definitely NO soap, toothbrushes, medications,
deodorant, etc.
Remove your shampoo, soap, loofahs, etc. from showers
and tubs.
Remove dirty towels.
Leave out only new, unused towels.
Put toilet seats down.
Close all the doors.
Remove the bath mats and floor mats.

TIP
Remember how resort bathrooms look when you first walk in?
That’s how your bathroom should look.

7. PETS
Did You Know Your Pets Can Get In
The Way of a Sale?

It’s estimated about 50% of people have pets at home. But that
means 50% don’t have pets in their home.
Don’t risk alienating half your prospects.
How? In your images, plan for the presence of pets to be
minimised.
If buyers are not pet lovers, visual signs of pets can easily change
a mood, and turn them off a property.

TIP
Remember the backyard: be scrupulous about clearing the
back yard of pet waste, and any animal toys.

7. PETS
Is it worth risking a sale?
•
•
•

Place food and water bowls in the pantry or cupboard.
Place your pets beds and toys in pantry or cupboard.
Remove pet hair - use a lint roller on furniture.

What Are You Going to Do With Your
Pets While the Photographer is Here?
•
		

Photographers often just pick up a key from the
Agent and let themselves in to do their job.

•
		
		

How will a stranger be able to keep animals out of
the way, and out of every shot? And keep focused
on doing the best job for you?

•
		

Have you considered someone babysitting your
pet for an hour or so?

TIP
Keep your pets tied up or contained while the
photographer is on your property.

8. KITCHEN, LOUNGE, FAMILY & BEDROOMS
Kitchen.

After

Before
• Your refrigerator - clear the outside and door of your
		
refrigerator – no magnets, papers, photos, bills,
		reminders...
• Clear the countertops completely.
• No knife blocks, baking supplies,
		
no mail on the bench, etc.
• Leave out just one small appliance - preferably a
		
coffee maker or high end appliance.
• Remove dishes from sink, place in dishwasher. Have
		
the sink clean, empty and dry.
• Hide the garbage cans in pantry or closet.
• Mop hard floors, clean countertops, clean your windows.

8. KITCHEN, LOUNGE, FAMILY & BEDROOMS
Lounge, Family, Dining and Bedrooms.

•
•

Think space, have a minimal amount of stuff on show.
Remove small floor rugs to reveal actual flooring.

Remove personal photographs.
•
		
		
		

Buyers want to imagine themselves living in this property
The mood needs to be more like how you feel when you
walk into a resort room for the first time – wanting to
discover what’s behind every door.

During Open Homes, some visitors have commented that
they can feel uncomfortable walking through someone else’s
personal space, and that makes it hard to imagine their own
things in the house.

TIP
Move those personal photos out of sight. Replace them with
general landscape photographs or a decorative object.

8. KITCHEN, LOUNGE, FAMILY & BEDROOMS
Bedrooms.

•
•
•
•
•
•
		
•

Make all the beds.
Place all shoes/jackets in cupboards.
Mop any hard floors, and vacuum carpets.
Remove personalised names from walls.
Remove wall stickers/posters,
Clean under the bed, removing items that may
show in the photos.
Don’t forget about guest bedrooms.

TIP
Don’t store items under beds, they can show up in the photos.

8. KITCHEN, LOUNGE, FAMILY & BEDROOMS
Dining Rooms.

After

Before
Before the photographer arrives, say goodbye to using your
dining table as a desk, or hobby space.
Get the family photos out of sight. Pack away all those
half-done projects.
Think minimal.

TIP
Do you have polished wooden floors?
Buyers love them. But the hard lights of photography shows up every speck of dust.
Make sure they are mopped before the photos are taken.

9. OPEN OR CLOSED?
What’s On, and What’s Off?

It’s the Details That Matter.
What do you leave ON for the photographer
• All overhead lights
• All lamps including bedside lamps
What
•
•
•

do you turn OFF for the photographer
All ceiling fans
All TVs
All computer screens

What do you open up for the photographer
• Open up all your blinds and window treatments
		
to let in outside light

TIP
Just before the photographer arrives, do a final check for any visual distractions like
leaves on the lawn, junk mail hanging out of the letterbox or garbage bins in sight.

10. CLEAN, CLEAN, CLEAN.
FInal Tip.

Thoroughly clean whole house:
•
•

Vacuum carpet, mop hard floors, clean countertops,
Clean all the windows.

It’s worth it.

Hello, I’m Shirlee Green.
You’ve got the property and
the dreams. I’ve got the
technical skills, the experience
and the creative drive to make
it happen.

www.greenshots.com.au

Why do Real Estate Agents use
Specialist Real Estate Photographers?
Your images are planned, designed
and delivered for maximum impact.
Are you listing your property on Airbnb?
Get serious. Get professional photos.

Website: www.greenshots.com.au
Phone: 0405 796 696
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Shirlee Green is a specialist Real
Estate Photographer working in
Brisbane and surrounds.

