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5. Your child’s voice 

Listening to children 

Where it is appropriate, the report writer will speak to your child or use another suitable way of 
understanding your child’s experience. This will depend on the child’s age, understanding and needs. 

Not a choice between parents 

Your child is not being asked to choose between parents. The purpose is to understand what life is like for 
the child and what matters to the child. 

How the views are used 

Your child’s views are important, but the child does not decide the case. The court considers the child’s 
views with all the other information. The court should also consider how the final decision will be 
explained to the child. 

6. The Child Impact Report 

What is it? 

The Child Impact Report is often shortened to CIR. It brings together the important information about your 
child and family. 

What may it include? 

The report may include your child’s circumstances and lived experience, the views of the adults, relevant 
information from other agencies, any safety or risk concerns, the impact of the family situation on the 
child, the options available and the report writer’s recommendations. 

The purpose of the report 

The report helps the court understand the dispute from the child’s point of view and decide what should 
happen next. 

7. Gatekeeping 2 (CG2) 

The second court review 

When the Child Impact Report is ready, a judge or legal adviser looks at the case again. This is called 
Gatekeeping 2 or CG2. You do not normally attend. 

If agreement has been reached 

If everyone agrees and the court considers the proposed arrangements appropriate, the court may make a 
final order without an attended hearing. 
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If more information is needed 

The court can order focused further work or information. 

If important issues remain 

The court will usually arrange a Decision Hearing. 

8. The Decision Hearing 

The first attended hearing 

For many parents, the Decision Hearing will be the first court hearing they attend. The hearing may be 
before a judge or magistrates. 

What happens? 

The court will focus on what is best for your child. The court may identify what is agreed, discuss what 
remains in dispute and explore whether a safe agreement can be reached. 

If you do not agree 

You do not have to agree. If agreement is not possible, the court may decide the issues and make a final 
order if it has enough information to make a fair and safe decision. 

Be prepared 

Come prepared for the possibility that the court may make a final decision about your child that day. 

9. If the case needs more work 

Further information 

The court may order focused information, records, testing or an updated assessment if this is necessary. 

Fact-finding hearing 

If an important allegation is disputed and the court needs to decide whether it happened before deciding 
what is best for the child, the court may arrange a fact-finding hearing. 

Another hearing 

The court may give directions and arrange a final hearing or another Decision Hearing. 

Domestic abuse 

Domestic abuse and other concerns about harm are considered as part of the information-gathering 
process. 






