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Introduction 
The goal of any police force, and for that matter, any governmental body, is to serve and protect 

its citizens. However, in an era of ever-tightening budgets and shrinking organizational charts, 

governments are being asked to work smarter as well as work harder. It is against this backdrop 

that many law enforcement agencies tend to simply punt on traffic crashes, figuring that since it is 

impossible to drive for everyone, crashes are inevitable, and therefore are a fact of life. 

However, traffic crashes are far more than an irritant. In addition to causing physical trauma and 

property damage, traffic crashes drain a jurisdiction’s most precious citizen and first-responder 

resource: uncommitted time. For law enforcement, uncommitted time means the ability to patrol 

proactively as opposed to being anchored at a fixed location during a crash response. For 

Fire/EMS, uncommitted time means increased availability for calls for service. For citizens, travel 

delays caused by crashes reduce quality-of-life. If crashes could be reduced, uncommitted patrol 

time could therefore be increased for law enforcement, and the burden placed on Fire/EMS and 

citizens reduced as well.  

Further, according to the Data-Driven Approaches to Crime and Traffic Safety (DDACTS) 

model supported by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), traffic crashes 

and crime typically appear in close proximity to one another, and therefore agencies patrolling 

proactively in high-crash areas are likely having a simultaneous impact on crime in that same area. 

This preliminary report on the Impact Cost of Crashes in Pasadena is based both on data provided 

by your department and supplemented when necessary with aggregated data from other 

jurisdictions providing data for this project. This analysis is intended to provide an estimate of the 

actual time and resource commitment crash response inflicts on your jurisdiction's first-responder 

community and its citizens with the aim of projecting a tangible benefit to the entire community 

from crash-reduction efforts. 

The second part of this report evaluates the Impact Cost of Crashes in eight of the city’s 

Reporting Districts, each of which houses at least one major intersection. A simple focus on 

reducing crashes would see the focus placed on the intersections with the highest number of 

crashes, but as the numbers show, the frequency of crashes is only one component for 

consideration. The evaluation of patrol areas should also include the expenditure of first-responder 

resources to crashes at each location, as well as the delays caused by crashes at those locations. 

Each Reporting District’s crash impact profile is different. Reducing crashes in a Reporting 
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District with a moderate number of resource-intensive crash responses that cause significant traffic 

delays will pay greater dividends to the first-responder community than reducing crashes in a 

Reporting District with a high number of crashes requiring minimal responses and causing minor 

traffic delays. 

This analysis was conducted using the following information: 

The city’s population from the last U.S. Census was reported as 142,059. This figure was used 

for each assessment year. The city’s Police and Fire/EMS budgets were obtained from the city’s 

website, as were traffic counts for several major intersections used in the second part of the 

evaluation. 

An open-records request was filed with the city of Pasadena in February requesting the following 

data for the years 2013-2017: 

 

Police 

• The total number of traffic crashes reported by year 

• The total number of Police Units dispatched to crashes by year 

• The total number of Police Officers dispatched to crashes by year 

• The total time, by year, spent by Police Officers responding to traffic crashes from 

dispatch to clear 

• The total number of motor-vehicle stops by year 

• The total number of arrests by year 

Fire/EMS 

• The total number of Fire/EMS units, by type, dispatched to crashes by year 

• The total time, by year, spent by Fire/EMS units responding to traffic crashes from 

dispatch to clear 

 

Methodology 
Pasadena Police Department’s data was outstanding, providing Reporting District and specific 

locations for all crashes, which simplified the process for making the location-based analysis. The 

city’s engineering department’s section of the website is also outstanding, providing the most 

recent traffic counts, which again simplified the location-based analysis. Pasadena Fire 
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Department’s data was not as strong. The agency was able to report the number and type of units 

responding, but the times reported were not judged to be accurate. Therefore, based on an average 

of 30 minutes of response time per unit per crash incident obtained from other agencies 

participating in this project, Pasadena Fire’s total man-hour commitment for each year was able to 

be approximated. 

Costs for Police and Fire/EMS time are based on a simple formula of the total budget divided by 

the number of badges, divided by 2080 hours for standardization purposes. Again, actual budget 

and staffing numbers for each year are available on the city’s website. Those respective values 

were multiplied against the total number of hours Police and Fire/EMS spent responding to crashes 

for a total Police Impact Cost and Fire/EMS Impact Cost. 

Citizen time impacts, referred to as Citizen Value of Time (CVOT) are based on a Federal 

Highway Administration (FHWA) construct called “Value of Time,” which is historically used to 

monetize delay caused by construction-related lane closures. Value of Time is calculated by taking 

the median household income and dividing by 2, and then by 2080 hours, the standard American 

work year. That value, which is $17.56 per hour in Pasadena, is then multiplied by the total number 

of delay hours estimated to be created by crash incidents. This delay is calculated as a function of 

Police time on scene and total first-responder time on scene, and a percentage of the city’s 

population to approximate the average daily traffic count across the city. For specific locations, 

the population is replaced with actual average daily traffic numbers.  

Adding together the Police and Fire/EMS Impact Costs with the Citizen Value of Time creates 

the total Impact Cost for the city in a given year. When divided by the total number of crashes, the 

result is the Average Impact Cost per Crash. This number is the baseline for comparing the various 

impact costs of specific locations within the jurisdiction. This is useful because targeted crash-

reduction efforts typically begin with looking at the total number of crashes at a given location. 

However, it is common for a location with a high number of crashes to have a relatively low impact 

on first-responders as the crashes are usually minor. Therefore, reducing crashes at that location, 

as opposed to one with a higher per-crash demand on first-responder resources, may lower crashes 

on paper without doing much to ease the burden on city resources and city time. Ideally, locations 

could be identified where the reduction of crashes would recover large chunks of first-responder 

time, particularly Police time, which could be continually reinvested in high-visibility patrolling 

and provide additional reductions in social harms. 
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This proactive Police time lost to crashes is not only evaluated in terms of a dollar figure, but in 

lost Police productivity in terms of lost motor-vehicle stops and arrests. Pasadena Police 

Department does not track motor-vehicle stops, so the project average of 0.30 stops per patrol hour 

was used to approximate the agency’s patrol activities. Further, the number of arrests generated 

from motor-vehicle stops was also approximated using the project’s numbers: 8 stops per arrest. 

 

Overview of Data Findings 
Pasadena has seen a steady increase in crashes each year from 2013-2017, resulting in an overall 

5.88% increase in that time (Table 1) and topping out at 3,746 crashes in 2017. In that time, PPD 

has seen a 5.79% increase in the number of Police units responding to crashes, and a 9.28% 

increase in the number of officers responding. It is unclear from the data why the number of 

officers dispatched grew at a faster rate than units dispatched, but this could possibly be explained 

by the possible introduction of two-officer cars at time in the last five years, or possibly due to an 

increase in crashes in areas where two-officer cars operate, or both. Regardless, the total time spent 

by police officers responding to crashes rose 26.58% in that five-year period – an increase of some 

1,077 hours to a total of 5,130 - while the cost per patrol hour (a function of budget and the number 

of police officers) rose 26.52% or nearly $33 per hour.  

The 5,130 hours spent responding to crashes is the aggregated equivalent of losing 2.47 Police 

officers. 

Overall, the Police Impact Cost of crashes on the Pasadena Police Department rose 60.15% in 

the past five years, from $500,592 to $802,254. That $802,254 is approximately 1% of the 

department’s total budget. Therefore, the department spends approximately 1% of its annual 

budget on responding to crashes. 

Meanwhile, Pasadena Fire Department’s number of Fire/EMS units dispatched to crashes rose 

42.3% between 2013-2017, with the number of Fire/EMS personnel and personnel time increasing 

35.7%. The Fire/EMS cost-per-hour rose 13.8% to $119.02 in 2017. The total Fire/EMS Impact 

Cost has gone up 54.5% in the past five years, an increase of $170,139. The $482,427 Fire/EMS 

spent responding to crashes in 2017 represented 1.1% of the department’s total budget. 

Total first-responder time rose 30.5% to 9,184 in 2017, and the total first-responder Impact Cost 

rose 58% to $1.28 million. This is the amount the city spends to respond to crashes each year. The 
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average First-Responder time per crash is up from 1.99 hours to 2.45 hours, an increase of 23% in 

the last five years, while the average first-responder cost per crash is up 49% from $229.86 in 2013 

to $342.95 in 2017. 

Add in the Citizen Value of Time (Table 2), which has increased 56% since 2013, and the total 

cost of crashes in Pasadena each year is $1.53 million. This number, when divided by the 

population, equates to $10.77 in Crash Impact Costs per resident, up $3.94 and 57.6% since 

2013. 

The average Impact Cost Per Crash, which is the benchmark for comparison between locations 

in the next section, rose 49% from $274.27 in 2013 to $408.36 in 2017. This number includes 

First-Responder costs and Citizen Value of Time. 
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Table 1 - Comparison of Crash Response Impacts on First-Responders (1R) 

First-Responder Pasadena 2013 Pasadena 2017 Total % Change 

Total Crashes 3,538 3,746 208 5.88% 

Total Police Units 3,713 3,928 215 5.79% 

Total Police Officers 4,147 4,532 385 9.28% 

Total Police Time (Hours) 4,053.00 5,130.20 1,077.20 26.58% 

Police Cost Per Hour $123.60 $156.38 $32.78 26.52% 

Total Police Impact Cost $500,952.18 $802,254.22 $301,302.04 60.15% 

Impact-Cost on Police Budget 0.79% 1.03% 0.25% 31.34% 

Total Fire/EMS Units 2,196 3,125 929 42.30% 

Total Fire/EMS Personnel 5,857 7,948 2,091 35.70% 

Total Fire/EMS Time (Hours) 2,987.07 4,053.48 1,066.41 35.70% 

Fire/EMS Cost Per Hour $104.55 $119.02 $14.47 13.84% 

Total Fire/EMS Impact Cost $312,288.21 $482,427.43 $170,139.22 54.48% 

Impact Cost on Fire/EMS Budget 0.80% 1.08% 0.28% 35.33% 

Total First-Responder Time 7,040 9,184 2,144 30.45% 

Total First-Responder Cost $813,240.39 $1,284,681.65 $471,441.26 57.97% 

• Highlighted areas represent aggregated data.   

Table 2 - Comparison of Citizen Impact Costs (CVOT) 

Citizen Impacts Pasadena 2013 Pasadena 2017 Total  % Change 

Population 142,059 142,059 0 0.00% 

Total Crashes 3,538 3,746 208 5.88% 

Median Household Income $73,029.00 $73,029.00 $0.00 0.00% 

CVOT/Hour $17.56 $17.56 $0.00 0.00% 

Est. Total Delay (Hrs) 8,950.65 13,958.61 5,007.96 55.95% 

Est. Total Delay (Days) 372.94 581.61 208.66 55.95% 

Est. Total Delay (Years) 1.02 1.59 0.57 55.95% 

Total Est. CVOT $157,129.08 $245,044.00 $87,914.92 55.95% 

Total First-Responder Cost $813,240.39 $1,284,681.65 $471,441.26 57.97% 

Total Crash-Impact Cost $970,369.47 $1,529,725.65 $559,356.18 57.64% 

Average Impact Cost Per Crash $274.27 $408.36 $113.09 49.20% 

Total Impact Cost Per Resident $6.83 $10.77 $3.94 57.64% 
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Impact of crashes on First-Responders 
Police Impacts 

• Pasadena Police Department reported responding to 3,746 crashes in 2017 

• Pasadena Police Department reported dispatching 4,532 Police officers to crashes in 2017 

for a total of 5,130 Police officer hours 

• The agency cost of 5,130 Police hours is the rough budget equivalent to $802,254.22 and 

the composited man-hour equivalent of 2.47 full-time officers 

• This $802,254.22 amount is equivalent to 1.0% of the Police Department's entire annual 

budget 

• These 5,130 Police man-hours spent working crashes prevented active directed patrols 

equating to approximately 1,642 motor-vehicle stops not made, and approximately 205 

arrests not occurring 

• At current rates, every 1% reduction in crashes means a minimum of: 

o 38 fewer crashes 

o 51.3 patrol hours recovered, valued at $8,022.54 

o 17 motor vehicle stops recovered at the current rate of 0.32 per patrol hour 

o 2 arrest(s) recovered at the rate of 1 arrest for every 8 motor-vehicle stops 

Fire/EMS Impacts 

• Pasadena Fire Department reported dispatching a total of 3,125 Fire/EMS units to crashes 

in 2017 for an estimated total of 4,053.48 personnel hours 

• The agency cost of 4,053 Fire/EMS personnel hours is the rough budget equivalent to 

$482,427.43 and the composited man-hour equivalent of 1.9 full-time personnel 

• This $482,427.43 amount is equivalent to 1.1% of the annual Fire/EMS budget 
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Impact Cost by Location 
Eight Reporting District (RD) locations were identified for comparison against the city average 

by year: 

• RD 172 including Colorado/Orange Grove 

• RD 311 including Fair Oaks/Maple 

• RD 368 including Fair Oaks/Washington 

• RD 452 including Arroyo Parkway/Glenarm 

• RD 705 including Lake/ Corson 

• RD 734 including Lake/California 

• RD 1157 including Colorado/Sierra Madre 

• RD 1372 including Foothill/Rosemead 

A table with data for each is below. The variables are total crashes reported in the Reporting 

District, the number of Police units dispatched, the number of Police officers responding, their 

total time in man-hours, the total cost of those man-hours, and the Total Impact Cost, including 

Fire/EMS and Citizen Value of Time. Values in the RD/Crash box indicate the average impact 

cost per crash at that location in that year. If the values are in red, they are higher than the city’s 

average impact cost per crash, which is in the final column on the right. 

RD 172 - Colorado/Orange Grove 

Year Crashes PD Units PD Offcr PD Time PD Cost Total Impact RD/Crash City/Crash 

2013 29 30 33 30:40:23 $3,791.20 $12,477.70 $430.27 $274.27 

2014 15 15 16 26:01:39 $3,316.27 $18,878.68 $1,258.58 $306.41 

2015 9 9 10 6:03:36 $834.68 $5,470.90 $607.88 $348.44 

2016 20 21 22 19:06:07 $2,779.87 $11,273.08 $563.65 $374.20 

2017 16 16 16 7:29:13 $1,170.80 $5,440.32 $340.02 $408.36 

Total 89 91 97 89:20:58 $11,892.81 $53,540.68     

Average 17.8 18.2 19.4 17:52:12 $2,378.56 $10,708.14 $601.58   

STDV 7.40 7.85 8.71 10:56:46 $1,311.31 $5,598.81 $361.76   
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RD 311 - Fair Oaks/Maple 

Year Crashes PD Units PD Offcr PD Time PD Cost Total Impact RD/Crash City/Crash 

2013 23 23 25 27:15:36 $3,369.35 $12,131.29 $527.45 $274.27 

2014 28 32 38 41:22:08 $5,270.97 $17,989.77 $642.49 $306.41 

2015 23 23 30 22:57:11 $3,161.45 $11,669.11 $507.35 $348.44 

2016 29 34 46 38:30:57 $5,605.14 $18,282.03 $630.41 $374.20 

2017 27 29 42 52:28:20 $8,205.54 $28,138.08 $1,042.15 $408.36 

Total 130 141 181 182:34:12 $25,612.45 $88,210.28     

Average 26.0 28.2 36.2 36:30:50 $5,122.49 $17,642.06 $678.54   

STDV 2.83 5.07 8.61 11:44:42 $2,042.02 $6,647.21 $216.56   

 

RD 368 - Fair Oaks/Washington 

Year Crashes PD Units PD Offcr PD Time PD Cost Total Impact RD/Crash City/Crash 

2013 20 22 27 27:31:05 $3,401.24 $14,025.99 $701.30 $274.27 

2014 11 11 13 17:54:43 $2,282.23 $15,447.50 $1,404.32 $306.41 

2015 19 20 27 33:45:43 $4,650.21 $21,555.49 $1,134.50 $348.44 

2016 19 21 30 41:35:51 $6,053.61 $29,297.16 $1,541.96 $374.20 

2017 21 24 30 44:11:37 $6,910.94 $29,063.97 $1,384.00 $408.36 

Total 90 98 127 164:58:59 $23,298.24 $109,390.11     

Average 18.0 19.6 25.4 32:59:48 $4,659.65 $21,878.02 $1,215.45   

STDV 4.00 5.03 7.09 10:41:40 $1,887.28 $7,242.09 $331.67   

 

RD 452 - Arroyo Parkway/Glenarm 

Year Crashes PD Units PD Offcr PD Time PD Cost Total Impact RD/Crash City/Crash 

2013 18 18 19 25:26:49 $3,145.25 $16,558.09 $919.89 $274.27 

2014 8 8 8 6:01:19 $767.28 $6,247.51 $780.94 $306.41 

2015 30 31 31 30:59:01 $4,267.54 $15,873.79 $529.13 $348.44 

2016 15 16 16 13:38:42 $1,985.73 $10,633.20 $708.88 $374.20 

2017 18 18 20 23:57:01 $3,745.31 $17,954.24 $997.46 $408.36 

Total 89 91 94 100:02:52 $13,911.12 $67,266.82     

Average 17.8 18.2 18.8 20:00:34 $2,782.22 $13,453.36 $755.81   

STDV 7.95 8.26 8.29 10:01:16 $1,410.66 $4,889.62 $183.43   
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RD 705 - Lake/Corson 

Year Crashes PD Units PD Offcr PD Time PD Cost Total Impact RD/Crash City/Crash 

2013 29 32 32 30:53:30 $3,818.22 $13,912.28 $479.73 $274.27 

2014 19 20 20 16:45:10 $2,134.54 $9,926.94 $522.47 $306.41 

2015 26 28 29 21:16:43 $2,930.82 $11,744.81 $451.72 $348.44 

2016 21 21 24 17:07:57 $2,493.26 $10,924.09 $520.19 $374.20 

2017 25 29 31 24:10:14 $3,779.76 $14,336.85 $573.47 $408.36 

Total 120 130 136 110:13:34 $15,156.60 $60,844.97     

Average 24.0 26.0 27.2 22:02:43 $3,031.32 $12,168.99 $507.04   

STDV 4.00 5.24 5.07 5:49:14 $755.51 $1,903.63 $46.37   

 

RD 734 - Lake/California 

Year Crashes PD Units PD Offcr PD Time PD Cost Total Impact RD/Crash City/Crash 

2013 24 24 25 15:46:15 $1,949.28 $6,585.17 $274.38 $274.27 

2014 20 21 21 20:38:05 $2,629.15 $9,768.53 $488.43 $306.41 

2015 26 26 27 28:06:22 $3,871.21 $12,896.15 $496.01 $348.44 

2016 33 36 39 39:20:44 $5,725.89 $16,865.69 $511.08 $374.20 

2017 37 38 44 67:48:56 $10,604.91 $29,002.71 $783.86 $408.36 

Total 140 145 156 171:40:22 $24,780.44 $75,118.25     

Average 28 29 31.2 34:20:04 $4,956.09 $15,023.65 $536.56   

STDV 6.89 7.55 9.81 20:43:10 $3,468.94 $8,691.34 $181.09   

 

RD 1157 - Colorado/Sierra Madre 

Year Crashes PD Units PD Offcr PD Time PD Cost Total Impact RD/Crash City/Crash 

2013 25 28 34 31:55:03 $3,945.01 $15,067.31 $602.69 $274.27 

2014 22 24 24 17:00:45 $2,167.63 $8,676.91 $394.40 $306.41 

2015 31 33 36 43:01:24 $5,925.83 $20,832.67 $672.02 $348.44 

2016 22 24 27 42:55:21 $6,246.44 $28,583.71 $1,299.26 $374.20 

2017 23 24 26 36:36:50 $5,725.63 $22,703.02 $987.09 $408.36 

Total 123 133 147 171:29:23 $24,010.55 $95,863.62     

Average 24.6 26.6 29.4 34:17:53 $4,802.11 $19,172.72 $779.38   

STDV 3.78 3.97 5.27 10:43:40 $1,723.14 $7,596.08 $354.85   
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RD 1372 - Foothill/Rosemead 

Year Crashes PD Units PD Offcr PD Time PD Cost Total Impact RD/Crash City/Crash 

2013 48 48 50 49:01:37 $6,059.75 $16,570.72 $345.22 $274.27 

2014 43 47 49 31:54:17 $4,065.11 $12,398.22 $288.33 $306.41 

2015 31 33 34 35:58:24 $4,954.80 $17,158.48 $553.50 $348.44 

2016 41 43 46 56:04:12 $8,159.77 $24,439.79 $596.09 $374.20 

2017 39 41 44 38:10:52 $5,970.71 $17,636.95 $452.23 $408.36 

Total 202 212 223 211:09:22 $29,210.13 $88,204.15     

Average 40.4 42.4 44.6 42:13:52 $5,842.03 $17,640.83 $436.65   

STDV 6.23 5.98 6.39 9:59:55 $1,531.38 $4,332.69 $131.47   
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Discussion of Location-Based Impact Costs 
Based solely on the total number of crashes, the Reporting District (RD) with the most crashes 

of the eight studied here would be RD 1372, which includes the intersection of Foothill and 

Rosemead with 202 crashes; followed by RD 734, including Lake and California, with 140; RD 

311, including Fair Oaks and Maple, with 130; RD 1157, including Colorado and Sierra Madre, 

with 123; and RD 705, which includes Lake and Corson, with 120 crashes. 

However, the Reporting District with the greatest 5-year Total Impact Cost is RD 368, which 

includes the intersection of Fair Oaks and Washington, at $109,390.11 for 90 crashes. RD 1157, 

which includes the intersection of Colorado and Sierra Madre, is second with $95,863.62 for 123 

crashes. RD 311, which includes Fair Oaks and Maple, is third at $88,210.28 for 130 crashes, 

followed by RD 1372, which includes Foothill and Rosemead, at $88,204.15 for 202 crashes; and 

RD 734, which includes Lake and California, at $75,118.25. 

RD 311 (Fair Oaks and Maple) appears in third position on both lists, meaning that with its 130 

total crashes, which is an average of 26 per year, and a 5-year average Impact Cost Per Crash of 

$678.54, this RD is a prime candidate for increased proactive patrolling, the result of which should 

be to drive down crashes and crime. Crashes in RD 311 are also up 17% during the 5-year study 

period. 

RD 368 (Fair Oaks and Washington) would be the second-best candidate based both on its 

proximity to RD 311 and its 5-year average Impact Cost per Crash of $1,215.45. RD 734 (Lake 

and California) is third overall after appearing second in crashes and fifth in 5-year average Impact 

Cost per Crash. RD 734 has seen the sharpest increase in crashes in the last five years, up 54% in 

that time. 

RD 1157 (Colorado and Sierra Madre) would be fourth overall after appearing fourth on the list 

of total crashes and second on the Total Crash Impact Cost list. The RD has seen an 8% decrease 

increase in crashes in the past five years in spite of its per-crash average remaining approximately 

twice that of the city average year-to-year. 

Interestingly, RD 1372 (Foothill and Rosemead) and RD 172, which includes the famous 

Colorado and Orange Grove intersection, are the only two which had a single year in the last five 

where the Impact Cost Per Crash was below the city’s average: RD 172 in 2017 with 16 crashes 

at $340.02 each when the citywide average was $408.36, and RD 1372 in 2014 with 43 crashes at 

$288.33 each when the citywide average was $306.41.  
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Conclusions 
Pasadena Police Department reported it does not track the number of motor-vehicle stops it 

makes in a year. This is unfortunate since research indicates a correlation between the number of 

stops and the number of crashes in a community. Specifically, when agencies achieve and maintain 

a ratio of at least 7 car stops per crash, citywide crashes tend to level off and begin going down. 

This is pertinent to the city of Pasadena because it is seeing a slow, steady rise in crashes over the 

last five years, and, as this study shows, those crashes are dragging more and more on the city’s 

first-responder resources.  

This report recommends developing the capacity to track and report motor-vehicle stops, and 

develop a plan to make approximately 26,200 motor-vehicle stops in the next calendar year, a 7:1 

ratio with the number of crashes reported in 2017. This is the equivalent of making 2,185 stops per 

month. Each stop made above the 7:1 minimum ratio, particularly those made in RDs with 

historically high Impact Costs, should lead to additional crash-reduction results.  

The disposition of the stops is irrelevant, only the fact that motorists see the stops being made. 

In keeping with the nationally recognized Data-Driven Approaches to Crime and Traffic Safety 

policing model, focusing the increase in traffic stops on the areas outlined in the previous section 

as having both a high number of crashes and a high per-crash impact on first-responders and 

citizens, can not only drive down the number of crashes in those areas, but will also likely drive 

down crime and calls for service in those areas as well. The reduction in crashes and crime in those 

areas will have a higher impact on first-responders and citizens than stops made and crashes 

prevented in other locations, even if there are areas with more total crashes. Even more powerful 

are stops that end with warnings and a brief description from the officer to the motorist about why 

the stop was made and why police are active in that area as it relates to traffic crashes and/or 

criminal activity. 

Pasadena Police Department should plan to reinvest any recovered patrol hours realized from 

reductions in crashes and calls for service by making additional motor-vehicle stops in high Impact 

Cost areas. However, not all crash problems have law enforcement solutions. It is possible than 

city engineering can play a role in developing crash countermeasures by studying traffic patterns 

and signal phasing as well as limiting what mid-block turns can be made across traffic and during 

what parts of day. 
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Finally, city educational efforts can plan an outsized role as well in changing the public’s driving 

behavior, particularly when paired with active, high-visibility police patrolling in high-crash areas. 

All of these efforts will benefit the quality of life in Pasadena for years to come. 

 


